Matthew 6:10, "Your
kingdom come. Your
will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven."
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We get concerned with
a great number of things in
the church today. We have
different programs, classes,
and committees to take care
of the many issues of the church.
In early Methodism, our ancestors
in the family of God were much
more simplistic and focused.
Their aim was to fellowship with
Jesus first and secondly with each
other.
In their worship and
throughout their lives, they sought
to enter into the presence of God.
Early Methodists were preoccupied with experiencing heaven on
earth. Some even testified that in
their worship services that they
felt the presence of God so
strongly that it was as if they were
dwelling in the "suburbs of
heaven."
What would the feeling of
being in the presence of God in
that way be like? Why would we
seek any other experience when
we believe that we can experience
in this life the joy and bliss of the
powerful presence of God? It is
incredible that God would offer us
such a privilege. The offer is ours
if we will come under His reign and
seek Him. In his vision of heaven,
John saw many thrones, but the
spectacular description of God's
throne reveals its superiority.
God's throne is sovereign and
reigns above all others.
Our first step in coming into
the presence of God and experiencing heaven on earth is to make
sure that there is one sovereign
throne over our lives, the throne of
Jesus Christ. While we allow other
people, teachings, and idols to be

enthroned in areas of our lives we
will not know what it is like to live
in the "suburbs of heaven." When
there is more than one throne in
our lives our hearts and souls will
remain a battle ground; they will
not be places where the peace of
God can reign supreme.
Jesus taught us to pray,
"Your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven" because He knows of
the heavenly experiences we can
have in life when we follow Him.
Christ also teaches us to count the
cost, to be willing to make sacrifices for Him, and to seek Him with
all that we have. We need to lay
aside all other things as we seek
God's presence during the coming
year. Let fellowship with Jesus
through the Holy Spirit be our preoccupation for 2018.
All to Jesus I surrender
All to Him I freely give
I will ever love and trust Him
In His presence daily live
All to Jesus I surrender
Humbly at His feet I bow
Worldly pleasures all forsaken
Take me, Jesus, take me now.

From
the pen
of
Pastor
Jon
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2017
Revenue
Expenses
Budget
Over/(Under)

Oct.
$17,258
$13,438
$16,201
$3,820

Nov.
YTD
2016 YTD
$14,395 $161,988 $166,480
$12,057 $148,212 $150,923
$16,201 $178,211 $168,938
$2,337 $13,776 $15,557

Checking/
Offering

$7,936
$16,693

$7,966
$7,966 $14,607
$11,798 $139,687 $147,963

As the end of the year approaches, we anticipate keeping
current on all bills and having a sufficient carryover. However,
meeting our apportionments is in doubt.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you to all for your prayers and support during
Art’s final illness. The luncheon prepared by so many loving
hands was enjoyed by all and there were many complements
about the tasty food and the presentation/decorations.
It truly has been a “Long Goodbye.” We are at peace
knowing he is at peace also.
Ruth, Lora, Lisa, Tristen and the Molnar family
UPDATES ON CFUMC KIDS
Ethan Lower and team won the Academic Challenge on Channel 5 news. He is President of Choir,
Vice President of National Honor Society, captain of
Academic Challenge and a Student Council Representative. He is actively involved in soccer, Kokapelli,
and aspires to be a lead in the musical. He
volunteers in his community through his church and
his school clubs and he has been employed by Classic
Pools for four years. Ethan will be representing
Northwest High School at Boys State in Columbus this
June.
Colton Weber won the "Break Out" award for the
football season.
Morgan Manns and Lauren Spradling were recently inducted into National Honor Society.

The gathering of 2017 was a
wonderful start to the Christmas
season. Pat Matchett turned us
all into artists with a hilarious
Christmas tree game, Amber
Ross had us wrapping a present (with our
eyes closed!) and also did a beautiful
Christmas magnet craft with the Christmas
Story scripture. Iva King did the Santa
Claus game and we all went home with
treasures… Ask Peg Weber about her new
friend with the pointy toes! We missed
Karen McCullough and Kay Stewart this
year but welcomed for the first time Patty
Lower. Add the good food we Methodist
women do so well and, as the saying goes,
“A good time was had by all.”
We will continue the tradition of the
Gathering next year and it was voter to
keep the date, time and the Forest Trail
Clubhouse for the party. This is my last
year as chairperson and Amber Ross
volunteered (???) to be the new chairman.
She has done the entertainment the last few
years and I know she will have many new
ideas for wonderful programs. So when you
mark your calendars for 2018 save the first
Monday in December for the gathering.
See you there!
Rosemarie Hunt

If your family made a financial contribution to the
church this year your financial giving statement is
tucked into this edition of The Bell. If you have any
questions please contact Katy in the church office.

For all of you that were in attendance on
December 17th, you know just how
precious the children of our church really
are! Our 13 kids presented "Angels and
Reindeer", a short skit about looking for
the Baby Jesus. A special thanks to Mia
Schindewolf for her help in getting the
kids ready and in place. Also, I am so
thankful for all the adult help received
from Shannon Stacy, Andrea Perez, Beth
and Emma Canfield, and Linda Herald.
Jr. Church took a break on Dec. 31st, but
we will be back in full swing for January.
More people of
the Bible to learn
about …
Barb Kopp

All study descriptions are excerpted from Amazon.com
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January Birthdays

Auditions for Ken Ludwig's raucous comedy, Shakespeare in Hollywood,
which will be presented by the Canal Fulton Players on March 9-11, 16-18 at
Pine Wood Acres, 4194 Butterbridge Road NW, North Lawrence, Ohio,
will be held at the same place on January 3-4, 2018 at 7:00 pm each night.
The play is about the making of the 1934 film, Midsummer's Night Dream,
which starred James Cagney and Mickey Rooney. Due to a cosmic disturbance the actual fairies, Oberon, the Fairy King, and Puck, his mischievous
aide, are transported to Hollywood and because they seem so real are actually cast in the movie. So reality meets fantasy, and fantasy meets reality as
the producer and director try to make heads or tails about the whole situation as Louella Parsons, the noted society page journalist, tries to figure out
who the two new actors are. Six male parts with four female parts are
available. There are several cameos which a male actor can all portray ranging from Jimmy Cagney to Johnny Weismuller. David Van Gaasbeek is the
director. For further information, please call Mr. Van Gaasbeek at 330-4941022 or 330-854-4387, or contact him by email at dvangaasbe@aol.com
or facebook at David Van Gaasbeek.

1 - Chuck Ferrell
2 - James Cleland
3 - Kathy Orlando
4 - Tom Stacy
6 - Emma Canfield
9 - Kevin Henderson
10 - Shirley Starr
13 - Linda Herald
16 - Sadie McConnell
Bill Sundheimer
19 - Brady Lucey
Josh Lucey
Sophia Lucey
23 - Gary Walter
25 - Lydia Dennison
Connie Westfall
Drew Westfall
26 - Guy Starr
31 - Dave VanGaasbeek

We thank those who have said, “Here I am!” when God
has called them to serve
7

21

Liturgist: Margaret Lowe
Head Usher: Lee Westfall
Karen McCullough,
Ruth Blanding &
Usher Team: Pat Lawrence
Greeters: Larry & Barb Kopp
Jr. Church: Bark Kopp & TBA
PowerPoint: Ethan Herald
Nursery Abby Herald &
Attendants: Monica Smith
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Guy Starr
Liturgist: Lauren Spradling
Head Usher: Lee Westfall
Ron Williams,
Gary Lazarus &
Usher Team: Don Nelson
Roger & Holly
Greeters: Wilhelm
Jr. Church: Bark Kopp & TBA
PowerPoint: Dustin Smith
Nursery Carolyn Mayfield
Attendants: & Bonnie Maier
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Roger Wilhelm

14

28

Liturgist: Chip McCullough
Head Usher: Lee Westfall
Chip McCullough,
Guy Starr &
Usher Team: Burgess Lowe
Guy & Shirley
Greeters: Starr
Jr. Church: Bark Kopp & TBA
PowerPoint: Connor Smith
Nursery Beth Canfield &
Attendants: Pat Williams
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Ron Martin
Liturgist: Pastor Jon George
Head Usher: Lee Westfall
Marlene Lazarus,
Georgia Dale &
Usher Team: Kathy Bickett
Tom & Shannon
Greeters: Stacy
Jr. Church: Bark Kopp & TBA
PowerPoint: Ethan Lower
Nursery Kathy Bickett &
Attendants: Holly Wilhelm
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Ron Williams

Want to join in the service fun?
Here is who you should contact:
Liturgist: Guy Starr
Ushers and PowerPoint: Lee Westfall
Greeters: Holly Wilhelm
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp
Sunday School: Beth Canfield
Nursery: Carolyn Mayfield
Coffee Hour: Margaret Lowe
You can also talk to Pastor Jon
or contact the church office about
any of these positions.
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Study
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Prayer
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Prayer

2018 CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
CHURCH COUNCIL
At Large Member
Committee on Lay Leadership Chair
Communications
Discovery Time Preschool Board
Education Chair
Finance Chair
Financial Secretary
Kitchen Committee Chair
Lay Leader
Lay Member to Annual Conference
Membership Committee Chair
Membership Secretary
Missions Committee Chair
Parish Nurse
Secretary
Staff-Parish Relations Chair
Trustee Chair
UMM President
Worship Chairs

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chairperson: Pat Matchett
Pastor Jonathan George
Lee Westfall
Patty Lower
Shannon Stacy
Bob Richmond
Carol Van Gaasbeek
Margaret Lowe
Guy Starr
Doris Schindewolf
Katy Walters
Bonnie Maier
Sandy Smith
Brian Canfield
Guy Starr
Pastor Jonathan George & Rose Darling
Chairperson: Brian Canfield

2018 Brian Canfield, Heather Loper, Tracy Spradling
2019 Dave VanGaasbeek, Iva King
2020 Steve Jones, Bud Maier, Peg Weber
Lay member to annual conference: Doris Schindewolf

TRUSTEES

Chairperson:

2018 Joe Ross, Kathy Orlando, Doris Schindewolf
2019 Roger Wilhelm, Ron Martin, Gary Lazarus
2020 Burgess Lowe, Marcia Main, Gene Schindewolf

COMMITTEE ON LAY LEADSHIP

Chairperson: Pastor Jonathan George

2018 Patty Lower, Kathy Bickett, Karl Blanding
2019 Susie Jones
2020 Abby Herald, Rosemarie Hunt, Sandy Smith

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Shawn Diley

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Ruth Blanding
Carolyn Mayfield
Kay Stewart

Chairperson: Lee Westfall
Jason Perez
Chairperson:
Shirley Starr
Flo Peterson
Holly Wilhelm

FINAN CE COMMITTEE
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Church Council Chairperson
Trustees Representative
SPRC Chairperson
Members at Large
Lay Member to Annual Conference

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Barb Kopp
Tracy Spradling

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Beth Canfield

KITCHEN COMMITTEE
Rosemarie Hunt
Linda Herald

WORSHIP TASKS
Music Director
Head Usher
Greeters
Communion Stewards
Worship Team:

Chairperson: Bob Richmond
Sue Martin
Carol Van Gaasbeek
Pat Matchett
Brian Canfield
Doris Schindewolf
Chairperson: Shannon Stacy
Patty Lower (Preschool)
Jim Lower
Kathy Orlando
Chairperson: Bonnie Maier
Emily George
Chairperson: Margaret Lowe
Carolyn Mayfield

Chairperson: Pastor Jonathan George
Rose Darling
Lee Westfall
Holly Wilhelm
Ron & Pat Williams, Chuck Ferrell
Beth Canfield and Sandy Smith
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Prayer Chain
We have a wonderful prayer chain group that can
be notified of those needing special prayers. Contact Holly Wilhelm at 330-854-2750 or wollycort
@sssnet.com if you would like prayers for yourself,
friends or family members. Holly will also contact
Pastor Jon with this information.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
Philippines 4:6

Rhonda Baker
Sheila Berwinkle
Nick & Cheryl Bobich
Martha Carson
Mary Clendening
Nancy Corral
Rose Darling
Bettie DeMaskey
Owen Downey
Kylie Earl
Irene Elek
Wilma Hardgrove
Jim Harland
Taylor Hastings
Hazel Hines
Janelle
Gary Lazarus
Josie Lind
Terry Litton
Marty & Kathy
Jack McConnell

Gary Miller
Ruth Molnar
Christina Paxos
David Rhoades
Rose Rhoades
Joyce Ries
Del & Millie Rohr
little boy Sample
Amanda Scheufler
family Ellen
Schlabach
Kathryn Silvey and
children
Smith family
Shirley Starr
Steve & Tanya
Josh Thillits
Linda Wacker
Ann White
Those dealing with
drug addiction

COLLEGE STUDENTS
Emma Canfield
Ike Canfield
Mack Ferrell
Jerod Hare
Jacob Hare
Tristan Lindeman
Gracyn Loper

Seth Loper
Meredith Manns
IN THE MILITARY
Jacob Bickett
Kyle Henderson
Derek Steinberg

UMCOR has written a thank you note to CFUMC
in appreciation for our donations of $845 toward
hurricane relief. UMCOR used 100% of the
donations to provide food and healthcare to
those in need.

‘ s from Rose

We are bouncing into 2018 with
a song in our hearts and thanksgiving on our lips. God is good now and forever.
First of all, thank you for your kind expressions of
Christmas love! I appreciate each one of you!
As the year begins, we welcome Robin Bennett
Constanzo on January 14. Robin has been with us several times, and recently sang with the choir for Christmas on the Canal. She is a regular vocalist during the
Stan Hywet Christmas tours, and sings in numerous
venues across the region.
Special appreciation to ALL who were in involved in the
2017 music program! Handbells, singers, instrumentalists - this is a talented congregation! For a church this
size, we have a fantastic percentage of participants in
the music program yet there is plenty of room for more!!
We need a few additional voices in the choir, so if you
love to sing, please come along and give us a trial run.
We can add more musical styles to our repertoire but
need a few more singers to help us out. Please come
along to rehearsal on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm in
the choir room/Sunday school classroom downstairs. If
you require childcare during that hour, please talk to
me and we will see how we can help! We will start
rehearsals on January 3. Easter is on April 1 this year,
and we will begin working on music for that victorious
day,
In the meantime, Happy New Year to us all. Sing unto
the Lord a new song, everyday,
Soli Deo Gloria

Rose
I’d Like You More if You Were More like
Me takes on one of life’s most important
questions: How can I get closer to God
a n d
o t h e r
p e o p l e ?
We were created for deep connections.
When people have deep connections, says
John Ortberg, they win in life. When they
don’t have deep connections, they cannot
win in life. I’d Like You More if You Were
More like Me offers help in overcoming
one of the biggest obstacles to making
deep connections: the fact that we’re so
different. Different from God and different
f r o m
e a c h
o t h e r .

The good news is that connectedness is not based on similarity, but on shared experiences. When one person invites
another to share an experience, they’re connected. It can be
sharing a beautiful sunset or a meal, having a great conversation over cup of coffee, going for walk, or even teasing
somebody. And when we share those same experiences with
God, we get closer to him, too. God wants to connect with
us—so much that he sent his son to live as a human being.
God took on flesh and shared every human experience. So
we don’t have to wonder what a close relationship with God
looks like anymore. An intimate relationship with God and
other people doesn’t have to be a cliché, it can be a daily
way of life.
Sunday mornings at 11 AM

CANAL FULTON
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Pastor: Jonathan George
363 W. Cherry Street
PO Box 323
Canal Fulton, OH 44614-0323
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-1p.m.
Phone: 330 854-3573
Fax: 330 854-5449
Email: cfumc1@sssnet.com
www.canalfultonumc.com

Our mission is to reach out to welcome all and together walk with Christ

issions Corner
It is easy to remember those who are without a home as we walk out into the bitter cold. The
cold that we endure walking from the house to the
car or from the car into work is felt by others almost
the entire day. They have few options of places to
warm up. Having clean and dry hats, gloves, and
socks without holes are meaningful to those in need
and will help them avoid frostbite and hypothermia. Our youth have packed our latest number of
blessing bags at the church. Please take one and
hand it out as you see someone at an intersection
looking for help. The blessing bags will be prayed over
on January 6th and they will be in the back of the
sanctuary until they run out. Pick one up on Sunday
morning or stop by the church during office
hours. Whatever the circumstances, bad circumstances, bad decisions, mental health, etc., Christ has
called us to help our neighbors. Let’s make sure we
love our neighbors through making sure they are able
to endure these cold months.

The staff of CFUMC would like to
offer our sincere thanks to the congregation. Your exuberant generosity
makes us feel incredibly appreciated!
We pray God’s continued blessing upon
Canal Fulton UMC in the next year.
Save the dates and join us!
We will be taking a missions trip to
The Urban Mission March 26th27th, 2018 and will also be taking a
missions trip to the Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in
Springfield, IL July 9-13th, 2018.
Don’t miss out!

