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• September 2021 Newsletter • 

Sunday Worship: 9am    Education Hour:  9:45 am 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior! 

“I give you a new commandment, that you should love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
John 13:34-35 

Discipleship is living in and living out God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  Discipleship is the way we connect the dots 
between faith and life.  The discipleship practice of serving is an extraordinarily meaningful way we can live 
out faith and make a difference in the world as followers of Jesus.  As disciples, we live in the reality, joy, and 
delight of God’s grace.  The question before the disciple is how to respond to this wonderful gift of grace.  

Serving God and neighbor is one such response.  As we experience the healing grace and love of God in Jesus 
Christ, to serve, becomes a joyful and thankful response to God’s love.  As we live in God’s love, that love 
compels us to love others as a grateful response for God’s love for us.  As disciples, we take our cue from 
Jesus.  Both the gospels of Matthew and Mark remind us that Jesus came to serve and not be served, and 
that in serving we are to love others as he loved us.  To serve is at the heart of the disciple. In other words, to 
live in and to live out God’s grace in Christ is to serve in grace wherever we find ourselves in life. 

To serve is a mark of discipleship and as growing disciples and stewards, serving becomes more than just the 
doing in response to a need, but a way of life that encompasses God’s love in a way that, to serve, becomes 
the natural center of everyday living among our neighbors and in the world. In serving, the disciple makes a 
difference in a world that is full of need.  Every act of serving, no matter how large or small, brings a measure 
of God’s love into a life.  One’s act of serving can have a profound impact in a person’s life. Serving brings 
transformation, justice, comfort, and hope into people’s lives and communities.   

But not only that, serving can have a profound impact on a disciple.  Very often, the one who is serving, 
comes away from that experience blessed in many ways.  This is the dynamic present in growing as disciples 
and stewards.  One’s serving nurtures faith and an awareness of God’s ever-present love in Christ.  In that 
awareness, one grows in faith. And as one grows in their faith journey, one also grows as a disciple and 
steward.   

May God be your light and your guide today and each day as you love and serve your neighbor in our 
community, and around the world. May you be filled with the Holy Spirit who inspires and encourages you in 
ways of mercy and justice. Through Christ, our Savior, Amen.  

God be with us as we go, Pastor Shellie 

Grace Meal News. . .  
The August Grace Meal provided 164 meals (130 meals at curbside pick-up and 34 were delivered in the 
community).  Thank you to all the volunteers: Kris & Marion Eden, Kathy & Larry Albrecht, Lois Hunsaker, 
Bonnie Dittmar, Marge & Bob Roiland, Janet Ferguson, Judy Nelson, Xander Gray, Carla Personette, 
Kathy Williams Linda Albright, Gina Boop, April Eberle, DJ Scott and Dianne & Paul Handsaker. 

The September Grace Meal will be held on September 19 and will feature Swedish meatballs with 
noodles, peas & carrots, jello with mandarin oranges and pudding for dessert. All curbside reservations 
must be placed before 5 pm on Friday, September 17. 

Grace Meal Volunteers Needed:  The Grace Meal Committee is looking for volunteers to prepare and serve the 
following meals for the remainder of the year:  October 17 and December 19.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board or 
see DJ Scott, Kris Eden, Lois Hunsaker or Marge Roiland. 



A WORD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 
In light of the resurgence of COVID-19 in our region, Pastor Shellie and the Church Council have met to 
consider the wellbeing of our community and made the following plan of action.  

Online and in-person worship continues to be offered inside the sanctuary of St. John’s. Service time 
remains 9 am.  The church council has carefully constructed a plan of safe practices and guidelines that 
those attending in- person worship are recommended to follow for the health and safety of our 
community – especially the children and most vulnerable among us.  There is a process for entering the 
building and participating in worship that we ask you to follow: 

 All worshipers are asked to enter through the NARTHEX DOORS and to use the hand sanitizer upon 
arrival.  

 Hand sanitizer will be available on the tables for your use. (You may also bring your own if you'd 
prefer.) 

 Per the State of IL guidelines, and the CDC, ALL persons are strongly encouraged to wear a mask in all 
indoor gatherings. *This includes all activities held indoors on the church property. 

 We ask that you limit seating in each pew observing physical distancing, or 1 family per pew. 
 We continue to provide disposable bulletins.  Please take a bulletin from the table in the back of the 

church. 
 We will have a place for you to leave offering envelopes – we will not be passing an offering plate.  
 Sharing of the peace will remain contactless.  As you greet one another before and after worship, 

please refrain from hugs and handshakes except with members of your household. 
 There will be communion during the worship service. Wine/Grape juice and wafer packets are available 

upon entering the sanctuary.  ALL OF US WILL COMMUNE AT THE SAME TIME WHEN INSTRUCTED BY 
THE PASTOR.  Please dispose of your containers as you leave the building. 

 Our fellowship continues after worship in Luther Hall unless the 7-day rolling average for Region 1 hits 
11%, or it is required to suspend per the CDC and IDPH. All persons are strongly recommended to mask, 
when not consuming food or drink. Please maintain physical distancing.  

If a participant who has attended a worship service tests positive, the Stephenson County Health 
Department will be consulted · All those participating, leaders or congregants, will be asked to not come if 
they have been in confirmed contact with someone who has COVID-19 within the last two weeks, they 
have a temperature, or other COVID-19 symptoms. 

All members are encouraged to consider their own situation and risk status before deciding when to return 
to worship or other gatherings in the building. Our worshiping community will continue to include an 
active online expression for the foreseeable future. We will continue to have members of the St. John’s 
family who cannot be with us physically, so we will strive to make our virtual presence deeper and richer. 
The church council knows that not all members will feel the same about some aspects of this plan. While 
there is no 100% way to gather safely for worship, masks have been determined to be an important risk 
reduction strategy.  

Therefore, in order for this plan to be effective and for other siblings in Christ to worship as safely as 
possible, participants are strongly recommended to follow this safety plan.   

There is always the risk that we will need to move quickly to a fully online community again if the 7-day 
rolling average for Region 1 hits 11%, or it is required to suspend per the CDC and IDPH. . Please stay 
connected with our Facebook page, website, and provide an email for those announcements.  

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.  1 Peter 
3:8 | NIV |    

Pastor Shellie and The Church Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church (August 23, 2021)    

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=1 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=1


Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The collections for Mother Hubbard’s Kiddie Cupboard this month will be Baby Wipes and/or any new or 
slightly used baby items and for the Pearl City Food Pantry is SOUPS. 

Upcoming EVENTS!   - September  2021 

Sunday, Sept. 5
th

  –  “NO” Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 10:00 in Luther Hall 
Tuesday, Sept. 7

th
  – Train Dominoes (same guidelines as last month). 

Saturday, Sept. 18
th

 – Northern Illinois Synod Convention – to be held by Zoom! 
                                    Topic: Racial Justice,  Worship: Bishop Jeffrey Clements speaking’ 
                                      Business Meeting 

Karen Bremmer, Sept. 2021-2022 Women’s Gathering President, will be receiving the Zoom 
information for Convention. Watch the bulletin and emails. 

Tuesday, September 21
st

 – Bible Study @ Lake Carroll Clubhouse /Candlelight Inn  
Meet at 9:45 for coffee/Iced tea.  Bible Study @ 10:00 from Gather Magazine..Bible Study Leader: 
Kathy Hillmer, Lunch at 11:00 a.m. (order from their menu) 
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for reservations and for carpooling. Deadline: Sunday, 
Sept. 19 
Women’s Gathering Booklet for Sept. 2021 to Sept. 2022 

We will be creating our new booklet and would appreciate you helping us update your  information. Maybe 
you’ve removed your landline, have a new cell# or possibly a new email.  Please advise Dianne Handsaker 
(church office) or Karen Bremmer @ 443-2478 or 821-4698  of any change so our books can be current.  Or put 
a note in the Church Office Drop Box! Thanks! 
THANK YOU!!! 
To all the 33 Women that attended our Women’s Gathering Annual Meeting/Ladies Night Out.  Theme: “FUN AT 
THE BEACH”.  Beach Boys 60’s music, a wonderful mixer (found out most of us don’t tent it anymore-ha ha!), 
Beach Bingo with lots of winners!, and  volunteer surfers, Kathy Hillmer, Pastor Shellie & Carla Personette – did 
a great job staying on their surf boards.  Lessman’s catered our meal and it was very delicious. 
A huge thank you from me (Lynda) to Kathy Hillmer for the Theme and all the décor that was put together.  Also 
to Karen Bremmer for program booklets the Mixer and Beach Bingo – I’m sure her hands were sore after cutting 
out all the bingo circles.  And thank you to all those that took part in the evening reading of jokes, stories,  
prayers and clean-up.    

Our new officers for Sept. 2021 – 2022  
President – Karen Bremmer, Vice President – Kris Eden, Secretary – Janet Ferguson, Treasurer – Lynda Palmer, 
Board Reps. – Linda Albright & Joan Stewart. 
Thank you to the past officers –  
President – Lynda Palmer, Vice President – Karen Bremmer, Secretary – Lee Frey, Treasurer – Marge Roiland , 
Board Reps.- Linda Albright & Joan Stewart. 
Hope to see all of you at Bible Study on Tuesday, September 21st.  TAKE CARE! 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 
2478 or 815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 
443-2215 (please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  . If 
you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

Calling all Families!!   . . .  
Pastor Shellie sent a letter to each home with children from Kindergarten through 12th grade.  The 
letter includes information about Sunday School, Confirmation and Youth Group.  Please complete 
the information sheet, so we may update our records.  If you did not receive a letter, please contact 
the church office and Dianne will either mail or email a copy to you.   Activities start September 12, 
so don’t delay. 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Joy Choir News . . .  

Joy Choir will be starting rehearsal on Wednesday, September 8th right after school 

until 4:00 pm.  All K-6 students are invited.  We will sing during worship on October 

3rd. Please call or text Kathy Hillmer with questions at 815-238-6382.  

Chancel Choir News . . .  
The Chancel Choir will be singing on Confirmation Sunday on September 26.  We will have rehearsal 
on Sunday, September 19 in the Choir Room at 8 am.  Then we’ll rehearse on Sunday, September 
26 at 8:15 am and sing at the 9 am service.  All Junior High through Adults are welcome to sing 
with us.  Please call or text Kathy Hillmer with questions at 815-238-6382.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said that it is not the destination, but the journey.  Do you recall how it is that 
you came to be in your community; and a member of St. John’s congregation? 

Perhaps your life has been like a dandelion seed, blowing in the wind for miles until you landed some-
where and took root. Being nourished by the rich soil, refreshing rains and warming sun you have grown 
and bloomed right where you have been planted. Some of us blow around a while before that happens. 
And some may have had several cycles of blowing in the wind, wandering, growing a bit here and there 
but never really putting down roots. I am sure each of your lives has a unique story of being planted, 
growing, and blooming. These are stories that intersect our lives with Gods’ – the stories of our faith for-
mation and our individual calls to serve Christ as we care for our communities and the people in them. No 
matter how you got to where you are, the Holy Spirit has been at work within you to remind you of who 
you are made to be – God’s own beloved – and calling you to gather with a faith community that, too, will 
remind you of God’s unending love for you.  

The Stewardship committee is asking everyone at St. John’s to share their story about how they came to 
be members of the church.  Tell us what brought you here, your earliest memories of life at St. John’s, 
and/or your family history at St. John’s. 

You can email your story to the church or drop off your story at the church.  We would like to put together 
a collection of the stories and have a few people share their stories with the congregation prior to our 
Commitment Sunday celebration on Sunday, October 24th.  If you would be willing to read your story or 
have someone else read your story during a Temple Talk in early October, please let us know. 

From the Stewardship Committee . . .  

Men’s Breakfast . . .  
The Men’s Breakfast is held on the first  Wednesday of each month at Brother’s Restaurant in Lanark 
at 7:30 am.  See you on September 1

st.
 

 Janice Kampmeier visited First Presbyterian Church at Winnebago on July 18, 2021. 

Visited Another Church . . .  

Attention all 7th and 8th Graders… 
Confirmation Class kicks off  

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 12th at 10:00 am! 
 If we don’t have your contact info, and your child will be 
attending confirmation class and monthly YOUTH GROUP activities, 
please notify Dianne by calling the church office, or emailing 
prshadmin@gmail.com. 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION will be held September 12th following worship. Parents 
are required to attend. A schedule of classes and requirements will be handed out.  

For final year confirmands, the Affirmation of Baptism service will be held September 
26th during worship. We will talk about crafting faith statements to be shared during the 
service during orientation.  

If you have any questions, you may call or text Pastor Shellie at 815-535-6177. 



Worship services will continue to be held at St. John’s either in our sanctuary or live on Facebook.  You are 
welcome to stop at the church on Friday or Saturday before worship and pick up a bulletin and a communion 
cup.  The worship service online will be a complete service.  The upcoming bulletin and the past 3 weeks of 
bulletins and announcements are now online at http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/bulletins-sermons. 

If you have a Facebook Account:  You will be accessing the church’s Facebook at  St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.  (You will see the 125th Anniversary Quilt.)   

If you Don’t have a Facebook Account:  You may access the livestream via the St. John’s website at 
www.StJohnsPearlCity.org.  On the top right of the website has our Facebook page icon and you may click on 
it there. 

Worship Services. . .  

Duties of the Church for September 2021 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Acolyte 

Sept. 5 Joyce & Terry Kempel 
Jean Lutz & Jenaro Ramos 

Family 
Jerilyn Strohecker  

Sept. 12 Theresa & Keith Albers 
Dennis Kruse 
Lois Hunsaker 

Jane Boop  

Sept. 19 April Eberle Kathy & Ken Hillmer Marion Eden  

Sept. 26 Marge & Bob Roiland 
Kim & Jayson Williams 

Family 
Dennis Downs  

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Karen Bremmer and Janet Ferguson 

* Received $4000 Grace Meal grant in May 2021. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

August 29 

9 am Worship  

30 31 September 1 

7:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast (Lanark) 

2 3  4 

5 

SCRIP Orders Due 

9 am Worship  

10 am Grace Meal Committee Meeting 

10 am Property Committee Meeting 

6 

Labor Day-

Office 

Closed 

7 

9 am Dominoes 
8 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

9 10 

Pastor Shellie’s 

Day-off 

11 
 

12 

9 am Worship  

10 am Confirmation 

10 am Stewardship & Outreach   

                   Committee Meetings 

10 am  Memorial & Finance Committee  

                   Meeting 

11:30 am  Luther Hall Rented 

13 14 

 

15 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

7 pm Council 

Meeting (Luther 

Hall) 

16 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

17 

Pastor Shellie’s 

Day-off 

18 

Luther Hall 
used for 
Grace Meal 

prep. 

19 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship  

10 am Confirmation/Acolyte Training 

11 am Grace Meal 

20 

October 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 

9:45 am Women’s 
Gathering at Lake 

Carroll Clubhouse 

22 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

23 

9/10 am Decorating/
Worship & Music 

Committee Meeting 

24 

Pastor Shellie’s 

Day-off 

25 

 

26 

8:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship 

10 am Confirmation 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

30 

 

  

 

September  2021 
See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

September  Birthdays 

2  Mike DeZell 
3 Ken Hillmer 
 Scott Sheffey 
5  Darlene Hershey 
6 Chad Bremmer 
7  Katelyn Little  
8 D. J. Scott 
 Angie Niehaus  
 Kyle Niehaus  
11  Lynette Moore 

12  Kooper Kampmeier 
14    Jacob Albright 
15  Judy Robinson 
16  Zachary Brinkmeier 
17   Allie Baumgartner 
 Beth Schneider 
19   Brenda Smargiassi 
  Jenaro Ramos 
20   Gena Gray 
 

21  Leann Heimerdinger 
 Ann DeZell 

22  Cassie Garnhart 
 Shawn Kuhlemeier 
23  Kara Hofmaster 

 Terry Kempel 
26 Carrie Hass 
27 Janette Scott 
28 Zacharah  Wichman 

Dianne, Parish Admin. Off-work 

Dianne, Parish Admin. Off-work  

Pastor Shellie on Vacation 

Pastor Shellie on Vacation 

Pastor Shellie at PLC 

Pastor Shellie at Recover-Con 

Pastor Shellie’s Office Hours/Pastoral Care:  Pastor Shellie’s office hours will be Monday and Wednesdays 

9 am – 2 pm  and evenings by appointment.  (Fridays: Sabbath.  Available by cell phone  815-535-6177).  You 

may contact Pastor Shellie through the church phone or directly on her cell phone for pastoral care needs. 




