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Not Even One 

What then? Are we any better off? No, not at all; for we have already charged that all, both 
Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin, as it is written: 
‘There is no one who is righteous, not even one; 
   there is no one who has understanding, 
     there is no one who seeks God. 
All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; 
   there is no one who shows kindness, 
     there is not even one.’ 
‘Their throats are opened graves; 
   they use their tongues to deceive.’ 
‘The venom of vipers is under their lips.’ 
   ‘Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.’ 
‘Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
   ruin and misery are in their paths, 
and the way of peace they have not known.’ 
   ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.’  (Romans 3:9-18) 

These words come from St. Paul in his letter to the church in Rome.  He is not making 
distinctions between people, for as he has said, there is no distinction.  All have sinned.  There 
is no one who is righteous, not even one. 

The righteousness of which St. Paul speaks may be most basically defined as a 
perfection consistent with the perfect intentions of God in every single aspect of our lives and 
existence.  That sounds like a tall order, and indeed it is.  Inarguably, none of us are righteous; 
no, not even one.   

You would not recognize this reality if your entire outlook was guided by what we are 
seeing out there right now.  Rather, what we see on the news and on our streets is a fight 
between “those who claim righteousness” versus “those who also claim righteousness.”  But in 
reality,  

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one.” 

There are those who self-deprecate primarily in order to appear righteous to others.  Silly creatures, 
aren’t we?  Much akin to those of whom our Lord spoke when he instructed, “And whenever you fast, do not 
look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” (Matthew 6:16-18)  As if to say, “Look how righteously repentant I am.”  Ah, even our very 
church leaders are eminently prone to this understanding and performance.  But in reality,  

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one.” 
 

 



When we are attacked, we fight back.  It’s human nature.  It’s part of our human condition, for better 
or for worse.  We may even feel personally attacked by the words of St. Paul, claiming to be “not as 
vulnerable” to the sin that pervades our very existence as are other people.  As if to say, “I don’t deserve my 
flaws to be pointed out, because look at how much worse that other person is!”  But in reality,  

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one.” 

Finally, there is the most profound and visible injustice, yet again tumultuously rising to the surface; 
and yet again it is treated primarily with lip service and/or retribution instead of positive action.  We all know 
that human prejudice against others is based in sin and sin alone.  I will not give credence to any exceptions.  
It’s despicable, abhorrent, and a direct offense against God and creation itself.  Human prejudice manifests 
itself so often within the act of “judging the many by the individual actions of the few.”  We stupidly justify it 
by claiming that some cherry-picked negative experience with just a few gives a supposed legitimate and 
justifiable proof to our prejudice against the many to whom we deem them akin.   

Human prejudice against others has absolutely no place in the realm of God’s righteousness.  Thus, it 
goes without saying that prejudice against any race, culture, existence, or station in life is completely and 
utterly inconsistent with the gospel we proclaim in Christ and the intention of God’s creation itself.  Yet we 
seek, rather than to abolish human prejudice against one segment of our community, instead to redirect human 
prejudice against another segment of our community because we think that that other group caused this and is 
the group that really has it coming.  But in reality, 

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one.” 

In the midst of this crucial reality of our existence expressed by good St. Paul (a reality that we 
proclaim in words yet largely disregard in practice), we have something from which we may obtain great and 
everlasting hope in a time when hope seems to be in short supply.   

Martin Luther struggled with the concept of “the righteousness of God” because he was more than 
aware that he could not attain to it.  He knew that there is no one who is righteous, not even one.  Martin 
Luther writes: 

“Finally by the mercy of God, as I meditated day and night, I paid attention to the 
context of the words, ‘In it the righteousness of God is revealed, as it is written, ‘He who 
through faith is righteous shall live.”  Then I began to understand that the righteousness of 
God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God, namely by faith.  This, then, is the 
meaning: the righteousness of God is revealed by the gospel, viz. the passive righteousness 
with which the merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous one lives by 
faith.’  Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through 
open gates.  There a totally other face of all Scripture showed itself to me.  And whereas before 
‘the righteousness of God’ had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in 
greater love.  This passage of Paul became to me a gateway to heaven.  Then I ran through 
Scripture, as I could from memory, and I found an analogy in other terms, too, such as the 
work of God, i.e.,, what God does in us, the power of God, with which he makes us strong, the 
wisdom of God, by which he makes us wise, the strength of God, the salvation of God, the glory 
of God.” 

It is well past time for the battle between the more-righteous against the more-righteous 
to come to an end.  It only breaks the broken even more.  We on our own cannot attain the 
righteousness of God; but at the same time, we should continue all the more to seek the 
righteousness of God.  None of the hatred, violence, and hurt we see committed by both sides 
in this tussle is the gateway to heaven.  Rather, as Martin Luther tells us, the gateway to heaven 
is this passage by St. Paul: “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for 
faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’” (Romans 1:17)   

By faith we seek this righteousness by means of living in faith.  We act out that faith 
when we treat others as we would have them treat us: with love, care, and compassion.  We 
know that none of us are righteous, not even one.  Yet we ceaselessly seek to proclaim that 
godly faith in both word and deed, shunning violence and retribution in deference to the good 
we pray the Holy Spirit may cause us to do. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Ekstrand 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

THE ST. JOHN’S PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY WILL BE PRESENTING QUILTS TO OUR MEMBERS 
GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL ON THEIR GRADUATION DAY ON SUNDAY, JULY 19 AT 9 
A.M..  IT WILL BE DECIDED LATER IF THE SERVICE WILL BE AT CHURCH OR THE SCHOOL 
PARKING LOT. CONGRATULATIONS & GOD’S BLESSINGS TO MITCHELL BRINKMEIER, 
ZANDER ENDRESS, AUTUMN GRAY, JENNA ROBINSON AND QUINN SCHNEIDER. 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY/BRUNCH WILL BE TUESDAY, JULY 21 AT 10 A.M. AT KAREN 
BREMMER’S AT 313 WALGREN RD., PEARL CITY.  A BRUNCH WILL BE SERVED AT 10 A.M. BY 
THE WOMEN’S GATHERING BOARD.  JERILYN STROHECKER WILL LEAD THE BIBLE STUDY 
“WE ARE CALLED” FROM THE MARCH GATHER MAGAZINE.  ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED (RAIN 
OR SHINE).  PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL KAREN IF ATTENDING by SUNDAY, JULY 19. 
(rkbremmer@gmail.com, cell: 815/821-4698, home: 815/443-2478). PLEASE JOIN US FOR FOOD, BIBLE 
STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP. 

THE BOARD HAS SCHEDULED A CLEANING DAY OF THE CHURCH’S KITCHEN FOR TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 11 AT 9 A.M.   PLEASE BRING A SACK LUNCH.  WOMEN’S GATHERING WILL 
PROVIDE WATER BOTTLES.  PLEASE PLAN TO HELP, IF ONLY FOR AN HOUR.  YOUR HELP IS 
APPRECIATED. 

THE WOMEN’S GATHERING ANNUAL MEETING & DINNER WILL BE TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 AT 

6 P.M. IN LUTHER HALL.  LESSMAN’S CATERING WILL SERVING THE DINNER AND MIRANDA 

AND AMELIA FAIST WILL BE THE ENTERTAINMENT.  MORE INFORMATION WILL BE IN THE 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER. 

WG newsletter – Since church is now able to be active again,  I am not creating the WG newsletter.  All  WG  
information will be in the church bulletins.  While reading the newsletters I hope during this COVID 
lockdown you found your faith was strong,  creating less fear more peace and you enjoyed a few laughs each 
week to get through some of the unknowns. I want to thank the team of morning walkers…Karen Bremmer,  
Lee Frey, Kathy Hillmer and Carla Personette they graciously delivered the newsletter to the ladies in town 
that are not on email. Friday or Saturday – rain or shine – they DELIVERED…THANK YOU!!!    

 
The Things we ARE DOING! 

 

Contact– Janet Ferguson 443-2370 or 821-3108 St. John’s  is in charge of the Food Pantry for the month of 

JULY..Therefore, Janet needs helpers for the four weekends in July. If you would like to help please contact 
Janet…Due to Covid19 there have been several changes to how patrons are to pick up their groceries.I would 

suggest you call Janet to get the details…it’s NOT inconvenient for workers, just different….THANKS!!! 

FACE MASKS”  If you are in need of a face mask(s) please contact: 
Lynda Palmer @ 443-2688 or 275-4043  OR  Karen Bremmer @ 443-2478 
Sponsored by St. John’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
Note Sewers:  We have more elastic available for mask(s)  the spool is in WELCA Room in basement on 
top shelf left side as entering the room.  Please take scissors with you to cut amount you need. 

BOOKS – We will continue to share books. Books are on a bookshelf, in clear tub & in boxes in the CRY 
ROOM..  There are many wonderful books there to read, please take & enjoy. When done with the book(s) 
please return for someone else to enjoy. Everyone: Please stay safe & healthy!!!   

   Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard – bring BABY WIPES 

FOOD PANTRY – MONTH of JULY 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 
815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 
contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 
you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


School Supply Collection:  The collection of supplies needed at the Pearl City Schools will be 
July 5-Augus 16, 2020.  Due to Covid-19 the school is in need of special items this year.  Items 
that are specifically needed:  spiral bound notepaper, computer mice, earbuds, folders, Crayola 
crayons, pencils (both wood and mechanical), backpacks, highlighters, glue sticks and large 
erasers.  
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, please leave check made out to St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and note that it is for the School Supply Collection.  You may put your 
donation in the secure drop box by the church office door or put in the offering.  Please note 
that it is for the school supply collection.  

From the Social Ministry Committee . . .  

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .  
A big THANK YOU to all who have given donations of money, food, time and prayers to the Pearl City Food 

Pantry.   All are greatly appreciated.  We have been blessed with your donations and have also received a grant 

to help with the increased number of families who are needing assistance.  At the current time, because of the 

Covid-19 Virus and the changing rules and regulations by the Health Department, the Pantry would prefer 

monetary donations instead of non-perishable items.  We hope that this will only be for a short while.  Our 

church will work the Pantry the month of July.  Anyone who would like to help, please contact Janet Ferguson at 

443-2370 or Doris Kness at 443-2275.  Please continue to support the Pantry with your prayers and donations. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

June 28 

9 am Worship outdoors at Pearl City High 

School Parking Lot 

29 

 

30 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

July 1 

 

2 

9 am Morning Prayer 

Office Closed-Dianne 

off-work  

3 

Office Closed-

Happy 4th of 

July  

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

4 

Happy 4th of 

July  

5 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8 am: Health Ministries/Helping Hands  
           Committee Meeting 

9 am Worship outdoors at Pearl City High 

School Parking Lot 

10:15 am: Grace Meal Committee Meeting 

10:15 am Property Committee 

6 

 

7 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

 

8 

 

9 

9 am Morning Prayer 

 

10 
Pastor’s Day 

Off  

Office Closed-

Dianne off-

work  

11 
 

12 

9 am Worship outdoors at Pearl City High 

School Parking Lot 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach   

                  Committee Meetings 

10:15 am: Memorial & Finance Committee  

                   Meeting 

13 

 

14 
9 am Morning 

Prayer 

10 am Staff 

Meeting 

15 

7:30 pm Council 

Meeting (Luther Hall) 

16 

9 am Morning Prayer 

 

17 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

18 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

19 

9 am Worship TBD 

11:30 am Grace Meal 

20 

August 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 

10 am Women’s 
Gathering at 
Karen Bremmer’s 

Home 

22 

 

23 

9 am Morning Prayer 

24 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

25 

 

26 

8:15 am Christian Education Committee 

Meeting 

9 am Worship TBD 

27 

 

28 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

 

29 

 

30 

9 am Morning Prayer 

31 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

 

JuLY  2020 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

July Birthdays 

3 Cole Miller  
6 Brenda Hass 
 Donnie Miller  
7 Chet Brinkmeier 
8 Shyanna Ditzler 
 Peyton Brudi 
9 Bob Hasselman  

10 Benjamin Bremmer 
 Benjamin Miller 
12 Tina Boop 
14 Lynda Palmer 
17 Amy Roling 
18  Marvin Klatt 
 Susan Ekstrand 

19 Ava Bremmer  
20 Jim Brinkmeier 
24 Ryan Potter  
 Reese Montgomery  
27  Ron DePrisco 
28 Stacey Block 
31 Brandon Hille  

Grace Meal News. . .  
Thank you to the Marge & Bob Roiland, Kris &Marion Eden, Bonnie Dittmar and Sharon Knoup for 

preparing and serving the June Grace Meal.  Also, thank you to Leann Heimerdinger and the family of 

Marvin and Monica Baier for doing the deliveries.  35 meals were delivered and 72 meals were picked up 

curbside. 

The July Grace meal will be held on Sunday, July 19 with curbside pick-up and the regular deliveries.   



St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Outdoor Worship Services 

 
June 28, July 5 & 12, 2020 

Pearl City High School Parking Lot 
 

Bring lawn chairs, bug spray and face masks. 
Physical distance at least 6’ apart.   


