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A Certainty, A Faith 

Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 

From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right. If you try my heart, if you visit me 

by night, if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me; my mouth does not transgress. As for 

what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent. My steps have 

held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. I call upon you, for you will answer me, O 

God; incline your ear to me, hear my words. Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of 

those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your right hand. Guard me as the apple of the 

eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings, from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies 

who surround me. They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak arrogantly. They 

track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to cast me to the ground. They are like 

a lion eager to tear, like a young lion lurking in ambush. Rise up, O LORD, confront them, 

overthrow them! By your sword deliver my life from the wicked, from mortals--by your hand, O 

LORD-- from mortals whose portion in life is in this world. May their bellies be filled with what 

you have stored up for them; may their children have more than enough; may they leave 

something over to their little ones. As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I 

awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. (Psalm 17) 

 

Many of us have had it happen before.  Someone comes in late to work, or late to some other event, and 

explains why.  “Sorry, I was stuck in traffic.  There was a bad car accident.” 

A bad car accident.  So apparently, there must be such thing as a good one? 

But still, in even the worst of situations, we are people who hope for the best.  Even in bad occasions.  

We want things to work out okay.  We hope for a positive outcome. 

A friend mentions an upcoming root canal.  “I hope it’s not too painful,” we say.  What a stupid thing to 

say.  Of course it’s going to be painful.  If one of the kids has a grueling day at school, maybe with two, three, 

even four exams, we drop them off and say, “Have a good day!”  Even though we’re sure it’s going to be awful. 

When I was a teaching parish student at a little church in Manchester, Pennsylvania, every Sunday a 

different member of the congregation would have me over for lunch after church.  And one day, everyone in the 

congregation knew what dish was in store for me, except, of course, me.  They thought it was too funny to spoil 

the surprise.  It was going to be a delicacy that went by the name, Hog Maw.  If you don’t know what it is, don’t 

ask.  But nonetheless, that day as I left the church building, everyone would wink and say to me, “Have a good 

dinner!” 

We do hope for the best, despite unfortunate situations.  And no one seems to know that better than the 

Psalmist who wrote the Psalm we hear this evening.  Someone who is utterly distressed, desperate, forsaken.   

Traditionally attributed to David after his unfortunate liason with Bathsheba, having placed her husband 

into the front line of battle intentionally so that he would lose his life at the sword so that David may take her as 

his own, and cover up the controversy of her being with his own child. 

The story of David’s life becomes far more miserable because of his misdeeds, and he is in a state of 



terror.  And so, we hear the words of the Psalm, “They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak 

arrogantly.  They track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to cast me to the ground.  They are 

like a lion eager to tear, like a young lion lurking in ambush.” 

And there is no one around the Psalmist to offer the words of hope, “Have a good day.” 

But even in this time, he sees hope.  A lead that we are well to follow in our times of desperation.  

Despite the insults and attacks of his enemies.  Despite the hostility of those priests who followed only the anti

-prophetic words of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible.   

And even despite the almost terrifying nerve that he shows in expressing even the idea of seeking to 

see a God of whom we know those who see him will not live to see another day.  Something that only Moses 

had been able to do and live, he gets himself past that.  Despite all of that, he cries out to his Lord, “As for me, 

I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.” 

And that requires far more hope than the desire to just “have a nice day.”  We all, and some more than 

others, find ourselves in times of desperation.  And we hope for all the muck in our lives to be wiped from our 

eyes.   

The psalmist had faith.  But we, as Christ’s children, thanks be to God, may have that faith all the 

more, for we have something for faith to believe.  For as his children, we have been baptized in his water and 

word.  We have heard the promise of salvation despite the chaos and broken-ness that we endure in our human 

lives.  We have more than hope, but also a promise to go along with that hope.   

And when we say hope, it is more than what our English language has done to that word, redefining 

hope as a distant desire that may or may not come to fruition.  No, when we say hope in Christ, we are talking 

about a certainty.  A certainty, a faith, that as for us, as he ushers in his kingdom, as he has promised, we shall 

behold God’s face in righteousness, and when we awake, we shall be satisfied, beholding his likeness. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  

MORNING PRAYER 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at St. John’s; 9:00 am 

Pastor Ekstrand will be praying a brief Morning Prayer in the nave each Tuesday and Thursday 

morning at 9:00 am.  Whether you have a particular prayer concern or if you sense a desire to 

further your prayer life, please occasionally take this opportunity to set aside a few minutes in the 

morning lift our prayers before our saving Lord. 

Pastor-Led Bible Studies at St. John’s 
7:00 pm * MONDAY EVENINGS 
“St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians” 

The church in Galatia was in crisis.  Christians from both Jewish and Gentile descent were worshiping together, and held 
very different opinions regarding the works of the Law.  Please join us, beginning on September 9, as we explore how St. 

Paul instructed and unified these diverse Christians.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 

9:30 am * THURSDAY MORNINGS 
 “St. Luke’s Gospel”  

St. Luke was a Gentile Christian, and thus wrote his account of the ministry of Jesus in a way particularly directed toward non
-Jewish believers.  In addition, due to his vocation as a physician, St. Luke possessed an eye for detail that brings his ac-
count to vibrant life.  Please join us, beginning on September 12, as we will begin our Bible Study on a prophet in whom we 
may see a bit of our own grieving selves.  We conclude by 10:30 am.  Bring your Bible and a friend!  



From the Helping Hands Committee . . .  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday,  

Oct. 2; 7:30 am 

Join us for a time of food, 
fellowship and 

casual conversation 
in the midst of 

another busy week! 

BROTHERS INN 

FAMILY RESTAURANT   

103 IL-64, Lanark, IL 

Feel welcome to join us for a time 
of food, fellowship and casual 
conversation in the midst of 
another busy week!   

August-September Winners: 

August 26:  Dale & Pam Sandell, Pearl City  Sept. 1:  Josh Albrecht, Mt. Carroll 
Sept. 8:  St. John’s (anonymous donation) Sept. 15: Brad Roiland, Lake Carroll 
Sept. 22:  Kathy Alvarado, Freeport 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  

Grace Meal News. . .  
Thank you to the Pearl City High School National Honor Society for serving and preparing the September 

Grace Meal.  Thank you to Monica, Mary, Mae and John Baier and Zander Endress for doing the 

deliveries.  The October Grace Meal will be grilled pork chops, baked potato, peas & carrots, applesauce 

and Black Forest Cake.  The committee will be led by Kris & Marion Eden, Keith & Doris Kness, Lois 

Hunsaker, Dennis Kruse and April Eberle.  

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .  
The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and funds are very low.  They could use your help with the following food items or make a monetary 
donation at the Pearl City State Bank:  Boxes with packets of Oatmeal (flavored), pudding (regular size, regular and sugar-free), Jello (any 
flavor but orange in regular or sugar-free), packets of instant potatoes, macaroni and cheese, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti 
and meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced tomatoes, kidney beans-light and dark, tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except tomato or 
cream of broccoli), individual 4 packs of pudding and fruit, canned fruits (pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit cocktail), canned vegetables 
(carrots, beets, mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats (chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, ketchup, mustard and black pepper.   

If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non perishable food items may be brought to St. John’s or delivered directly to the food pantry on 
the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am. 

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am in October  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, October 1st from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are 

invited.  You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

PATHWAY:  There are several young adults in need of connection while they are beginning a new 
chapter, as an adult. Some beginning work and others attending college.  Please let Leann know 
your interest in connecting a young adult for this next year.  Thank you, Leann Heimerdinger 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The collections for Mother Hubbard’s Kiddie Cupboard this month will be Baby Wipes and/or any new or 

slightly used baby items and for the Pearl City Food Pantry is Paper Products 

(Toilet Paper, Towels, Kleenex. 

Oct. 1 – Mexican Train Dominoes – Everyone invited for fun and fellowship – do not need to know how to 

play. 

Oct. 6 – Prayer Shawl Outreach – 10:00 a.m. Following church 

Oct. 10  - Oregon Riverboat ride and dinner.  See all the information on the bulletin board.  Must sign-up by 

September 29. 

Oct. 15 – Bible Study  & Sit n’ Sew in 

Luther Hall – meet at 9:45 For 

Coffee & refreshments.       

Bible Study -10:00. Leader 

Karen Bremmer.   Christmas 

Ornaments 11:00 – set-up & 

make ornament.  12:00 Lunch.. 

After lunch finish your 

ornament . Please sign up on 

the bulletin board no later than 

October 13th for a count for 

potatoes and ornament 

supplies. 

Nov. 3rd – Sunday – Bake Sale. The 

Women’s Gathering will hold a 

bake sale in Luther Hall on 

November 3rd, 2019 at the 

Vendor Fair/Spaghetti  

Luncheon.  Please mark your 

calendars! 

Dec. 2 –Bus trip to Palace Theatre at 

Wisconsin Dells to see 

Blackwood Quartet and Elvis.  

See the information and sign-up 

sheet on bulletin board.  Sign-

up by September 29. 

Dec. 10 – Women’s Gathering 

Christmas Potluck. Please mark 

your calendars! Watch for sign-

up sheet & more info in the 

bulletins & newsletters. 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


The Joy Choir will sing on September 29 and on October 20. They will meet 

right after school for rehearsals on October 3, 10, 17, 23 (special Wednesday rehearsal) and 

have their Halloween Party on Wednesday, October 30 after school. 

From the Social Ministry Committee . . . 
Harvest Home  Collection:  The Harvest Home Collection Starts October 13th and will continue 
thru November 10th.  On Sunday, October 13th Social Ministry will be handing out grocery bags 
with a list of items the Pearl City Food Pantry needs. If someone would prefer to give a monetary 
donation rather than buy the groceries, there will be envelopes available for them to do so.  Leave 
your grocery bags in the Narthex and you can put your envelope in the offering plate or the church 
office.  Thank You! 

Joy Choir News . . .  

From the Finance Committee . . .  
The 3rd quarter of 2019 is nearly over.  St. John’s made it through the summer fairly well with the 
help of the downtown Brat Stand and the 2019 Calendar sales profit.  Recently contributions as a 
whole have been extremely low.  $5000.

00
 was borrowed from the bank this week for the Current 

Fund.  Any extra contributions towards this would be appreciated.   

Thank you. . .  
Dear. St. John’s Church, 

I would like to thank the church for the generous donation of school supplies.  These items will help dozens of 

our children throughout our district.  Your giving has relieved the burden for our families and my words cannot 

express how I truly appreciate this!!  Thank you, Mr. Chrisman (Pearl City Elementary Principal) 

 Janis Kampmeier attended church at First Presbyterian Church in Winnebago with her sister on 

Sunday, September 1, 2019. 

 Paul, Dianne and Cheyenne Handsaker worshipped at Prince of Peace, Freeport, IL, on Sunday 

August 25, 2019.  

Visited Another Church . . .  

Prayer Concerns (August 25— September 22,  2019): Bob Lyvers, Dwight Peterson, Lynn Lyvers, Dave 
Carter, Janice Campbell, Chayse & Rickie Boyle, Audrey Wilcox, Corey Albrecht, Joan Stewart, Jody 
Harnish, Ron Henze, Twila Simler, Luke McDearmon, Matthew Foltz, Tina Keech, Melvin Kempel, Bette 
Dunbar, Marge Roiland, Lynn Jansen, Rebecca Neis, Chris Neis Family, Bette Raders, Ray Handel, Andy 
Larsen, Lyle Reap, Ron Sweet, Jr., Marge Roiland, Carla Personette, Vivienne Dascher and Josie Graybill.  

The family and friends of Marie Bowman, Dean Brinkmeier, Donnie DePrisco, Dale Wernicke, Doris Jones 
Redington and Robert Madigan.  

Special appreciation to Jay Butson and Computer Dynamics for installing WIFI 

throughout the church building and parsonage.   We appreciate the new (awesome) 
service.  Also, WIFI is now available to anyone at St. John’s on the St. John’s Public WIFI 

connection.   



From the Children & Youth Coordinator. .  

Sunday, November 3, 2019; 10:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Menu:  Spaghetti, Green Beans, Salad, Applesauce, French Bread, 
Dessert and Beverage.  $6.00/person and 5 and under Free 

Sponsored by SPLAT Youth Group. 



From the Community. . .  

Welcome to the following members as they joined St. John’s 

on September 8, 2019. 

 Kay DePrisco is married to Ron DePrisco and they live at 
1305 W Stover St., Freeport, IL. Kay is a Special 
Education paraprofessional for her work.  She enjoys 

traveling, playing golf and gardening.  Kay has been 

worshipping at St. John’s for quite awhile, but officially joined now. 

 Carla Personette recently moved back to Pearl City and transferred her membership back to 
St. John’s from Alpine Lutheran in Rockford.  Carla moved to Pearl City to be near family and 

friends.  Carla’s address is 516 Gusty Trail, Pearl City, IL 61062. Carla has retired from 
Rockford Public School 205 where she served for 28 years as a paraprofessional and also co-

taught preschool for 7 years in Mt. Morris & Rockford.  In her free time Carla enjoys reading, 

walking, spending time with friends and family and traveling to Colorado. 

 Brandon and Morgan Scharping were married this summer at Morgan’s hometown church in 
Viroqua, WI.  They have been attending worship St. John’s for awhile as Brandon has been 
living in the Pearl City area and then Morgan moved to Pearl City this summer.  They recently 

bought a home and their address is 1102 S Rees Rd, Pearl City, IL.  They are both 
veterinarians working at the Lena Vet Clinic.  They enjoy gardening, hiking, travellng to see 

family and watching the Packers!  They are also BIG Wisconsin Sports fans! 

Welcome to a New Members. . .  

You’re Invited:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at Kent is celebrating their 150
th
 Anniversary on October 

6 with Worship at 10 am and food, fun and fellowship to follow.  Please RSVP to 815-541-0405 or 
815-541-4592.  







Duties of the Church for October 2019 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

October 6 
Earlene & Fred 

Domberger 

Sharon Knoup 

Twila Simler 
Joan Stewart 

Ann DeZell 

DJ Scott 

Kegan DeZell 

Mary Baier 

October 13 Sharon Knoup 
Kathy & Larry 

Albrecht 
Stacey Block 

Stacey Block 

Carrie Hass 

Jorja Johnson 

Abby Hass 

October 20 Richard Brinkmeier 
Rhonda & Brian 

Brudi Family 
Tracy Downs 

Tracy Downs 

Kathy Hillmer 

Myles 

Freedlund 

Jaden Downs 

October 27 Doris & Keith Kness 
Kathy & Ken 

Hillmer 
Theresa Albers 

Kim Williams 

Kathy Albrecht 
See 

Processional 

Processional 10/27/19:  Acolyte: Olivia Williams, Crucifer: Jacob Lieb, Bible Bearer: Kyle Niehaus, Torch 

Bearer: Mary Baier 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Janet Ferguson and Karen Bremmer 

October Birthdays 

1 Katie Butson 
 Nancy Trampel 
 Bob Roiland 
2 Chad McPeek  
3 Michele Schiess 
4 Jeff Boop 
 Samuel Kempel 
 Mae Baier 
5 Tricia Goldsmith  
6  Keith Kness 
 Jane Boop 
 Melvin Voss 
 Robert Potter  
8 Joan Stewart  
 Stephanie Schubert  

9 Janis Kampmeier  
 Devon Kempel  
10 Jerilyn Strohecker  
 Bob Steele  
11  Ella Williams  
 Gilbert Hershey 
 Judy Nelson  
12 Dinah Shores 
 Tyler Wichman 
14  Lori Kempel 
15 Larry Albrecht 
16 Greta Shimon 
18 Bob Ditzler 
 Jordan Johnson 
 Marvin Baier 

20  Rob Knoup 
 Deb Mather 
21 James Richards 
22 Amber Baumgartner 
24 Rusty Block 
 Kelly Lawler 
25 Charlie Boop  
26 Kathy Hillmer   
28 Jaden Robinson  
30 Linda Brinkmeier 
 Autumn Gray  
 Lois Hunsaker 
31 David Heimerdinger 

Member Address Updates:   

Jodi Revels has moved to Wisconsin.  Her new address is 3640 Cleveland Ave, Plover, WI 54467. 

Rodney Block’s new mailing address is PO Box 331, Lena, IL 61048. 

Gordon Sheffey’s new mailing address is11797 W Galena Rd, Lena, IL 61048. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

September  29 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation  

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

30 

7 pm Bible Study 

October 1 

9 am Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

2 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

3 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

6:30 pm Blessing of 

the Animals 

4 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

5 

 

6 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8 am Helping Hands/Health Ministry  

       Committee Meeting 

9 am Worship Service  

10 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation  

10:15 am Property Committee 

10:15 Grace Meal Committee Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Parent Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

7 

7 pm Bible Study 

7 pm 4-H 

8 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

10 am Staff 

Meeting 

5 pm Luther Hall 

Rented 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

9 

7 pm Confirmands and 

Mentors Class 

10 

Women’s Gathering 
Sponsored 

Riverboat Excursion 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

11 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

12 

 

13 

8 am Lectio Divina  

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation  

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach   

                  Committee Meetings 

10:15 am: Memorial & Finance Committee  

                   Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

6 pm 4-H 

14 

7 pm Bible Study 

15 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:45 am 
Women’s 
Gathering Bible 
Study, Sit n’Sew, 

Lunch 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

16 

7 pm Council Meeting 

17 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

15 
Pastor’s 

Day Off  

19 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

 

20   

November Newsletter Deadline 

8 am Lectio Divina  

9 am Worship Service 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation  

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

11:30 am Grace Meal 

21 

7 pm Bible Study 

22 
9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

23 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

24 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:30 am Bible Study 

10:30 am Worship & 
Music Committee 

Meeting 

25 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

26 
 

27 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:15 am Christian Education Committee 

Meeting 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation  

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

28 

7 pm Bible Study 

29 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

30 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 
Rehearsal & Halloween 

Party 

31 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9:30 am Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

October  2019 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 


