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True Godly Fruitfulness 
 

(Jesus said,) ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 

you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  (John 15:1-8) 

 

What is it to be fruitful?  How do we measure how fruitful, or in the language of today, how do 

we measure how successful, something is?  For success is what we strive for.  And in today’s day and 

age, we measure success in a number of different ways.  We live in a society where statistics mean 

everything.  We measure our success by statistics.   

And when faced with a choice between two ways in which to issue information, we will often 

choose the way that makes us look more successful.  It’s human to do it that way.  Frequently, we look to 

numbers of people for such a sense of fruitfulness and success.  On American Idol, it really doesn’t have 

that much to do with who the best singer is.  It’s whose tactics added up to the most fruitful vote totals. 

We do this in the church, don’t we?  We measure our fruitfulness by the number of warm bodies 

that have darkened the doorway.  It’s usually not a good idea to measure our congregation’s fruitfulness 

the Sunday right after Easter Sunday.  It’s probably not an accurate portrayal of the Spirit’s work in this 

place.  But then, neither would be on Christmas Eve. 

Often times, when we speak of the size of a particular church congregation, we talk about 

membership.  How many members that congregation has on its rolls.  And yet, frequently, there is a 

pretty big discrepancy between number of members and the number of people who actually show up.  

Our potential attendance, which we see on a well-attended Sunday, versus the regular attendance, which 

we see the rest of the year.  Neither way is reliable to measure the Holy Spirit’s fruitfulness. 

Another way we often measure our fruitfulness.  When speaking about success, we may be 

inclined to go by financial figures.  But as with anything, financial numbers can reflect a different picture 

than is really the case.  Measuring by means of an entity’s finances can be, at best, an unreliable measure 

of fruitfulness. 

What other ways do we measure fruitfulness?  Public exposure.  No publicity is bad publicity, at 

least says entertainment types.  

 But in God’s work among his people, isn’t it true that there are some very faithful ministries 

happening of which go completely unspoken? 

 



In our text from St. John’s Gospel, our Lord Jesus is talking about the fruitfulness of the new 

life we receive in him.  And we find that that fruitfulness is measured in a far different way than we use 

to measure fruitfulness and success in most aspects of our lives.  Does he say, “Those who have borne 

the most fruit are those with the largest church attendances?”  Not at all, lest we be tempted to boast of 

ours.  Measuring numbers of people has nothing to do with it.  We could look at the financial figures 

we have here at St. John’s, and really get excited about our success.  But that too has nothing to do with 

it. 

Rather, Christ speaks of a fruitfulness in him that goes far beyond large masses of people, huge 

financial budgets.  A fruitfulness that only comes in and through him, Jesus Christ, who is the vine.  A 

fruitfulness that cannot be measured by attendance, or in monetary terms, or in terms of wide media 

exposure.  But rather, fruitfulness that can only be expressed in terms of relationship.  A fruitfulness 

that is made manifest in the absolute certainty of a good and enduring and perfect relationship that our 

saving Lord brings us into through the waters of baptism. 

He abides in us.  He lives in us.  And in doing so, invites us to abide in him.  That’s the 

fruitfulness he gives us.  For that relationship that he has made possible is that which saves us and 

bring us everlasting life.  And we have the certainty that this is sure.  His abiding relationship with us 

permeates every bit of our being, far beyond even that which we can comprehend. 

Far far greater than any way we could try to measure success in our earthly and easily 

manipulated ways.  For that is the measure, the only measure, of our fruitfulness in Christ.  The 

certainty of his saving relationship with us, that thing that we talk about in the Bible as “Abiding.”   

And we have the promise that he has many, many, unlimited abiding places for us.  When we 

remember that passage in John’s gospel about his kingdom having many rooms, or mansions, a direct 

translation is, many “abiding places.”  It is unlimited.  Far beyond success.  The fruitfulness that we 

can only receive from the vine of he who lived, died, and has risen again for our salvation.   

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand 

Reception of New Members 
A number of folks attending our congregation in recent months have inquired about formalizing or 
re-formalizing their membership in the worshiping community  

at St. John’s Lutheran Church.   

On Sunday, August 18 after worship, we will gather at a table in Luther Hall for a session enti-
tled “On Being a Member…”  This session will emphasize Lutheran belief and tradition, but also 
focus on the unity we have with Christians of other traditions.   

The date for Reception of New Members will be  Sunday, September 8, 2019   

Please Sign Up if you will join us!!! 

MORNING PRAYER 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at St. 

John’s; 9:00 am 

Pastor Ekstrand will be praying a 

brief Morning Prayer in the nave 

each Tuesday and Thursday morning 

at 9:00 am.  Whether you have a particular prayer 

concern or if you sense a desire to further your 

prayer life, please occasionally take this 

opportunity to set aside a few minutes in the 

morning lift our prayers before our saving Lord. 



Pastor-Led Bible Studies at St. John’s 
Coming This Fall! 
MONDAY EVENINGS 

7:00 pm * Beginning September 9 
“St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians” 

The church in Galatia was in crisis.  Christians from both Jewish and Gentile descent were worshiping together, and held 
very different opinions regarding the works of the Law.  Please join us, beginning on September 9, as we explore how St. 

Paul instructed and unified these diverse Christians.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 
9:30 am * Beginning September 12  

 “St. Luke’s Gospel”  
St. Luke was a Gentile Christian, and thus wrote his account of the ministry of Jesus in a way particularly directed toward non
-Jewish believers.  In addition, due to his vocation as a physician, St. Luke possessed an eye for detail that brings his ac-
count to vibrant life.  Please join us, beginning on September 12, as we will begin our Bible Study on a prophet in whom we 
may see a bit of our own grieving selves.  We conclude by 10:30 am.  Bring your Bible and a friend!  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, August 7; 7:30 am 

Join us for a time of food, fellowship and casual conversation in the 
midst of another busy week! 

BROTHERS INN FAMILY RESTAURANT   

103 IL-64, Lanark, IL 

June-July Winners: 

June 30:  Jean Lutz, Pearl City   July 7:  Marvin Klatt, Pearl City 
July 14:  Janette Scott, Pearl City   July 21: Conor Flanagan, Heyworth 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am in August.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, August 6th from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are invited.  

You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

Grace Meal News. . .  
Thank you to the SPLAT Youth Group for serving the July Grace Meal.  Seventy-one meals 
were served.  Thirty meals were delivered, 16 additional carry-outs and 25 dined in Luther 
Hall.   Thank you to Monica, Marv, Mary, Mae, John Baier, Carrie Hass, Chad, Deb, Ben, 
Ethan, Eli Bremmer, Brenda Hass, and deliveries by Chad, Ben, Eli Bremmer, Brenda 
Hass and MaryAnn Buettner.  The August Grace Meal will be coordinated by Marge 
Roiland, Kris Eden, MaryAnn Buettner and Rich & MaryAnn Kliman.  They will be 
serving fried chicken. 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The items suggested for the month of August for Mother Hubbard’s Kiddie Cupboard is baby wipes and any new or 

slightly used baby items.  Items suggested for the Food Pantry are fruit juices or coffee.  Thanks for all of your 

donations. 

August 1- Northwest Conference Summer Retreat at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in  

 Freeport from 8:30am to 2:00 pm.  Rev Karen Tews, pastor will lead the bible study, 

 “For Just Such a Time as This,” about “Esther the Queen” from Gather magazine. 

 Donation of $5.00 at time of registration for hosting the event.  Reservations by July 26, 

 by calling 815-233-2425 or 815-291-1928.  More information on bulletin board. 

August 4-Prayer Shawl Ministry-10:00 am 

following church 

August 6-Mexican Train Dominoes-9:00 

am in Luther Hall. 

August 27-Woman’s Gathering annual 

Ladies Night Out and meeting-6:00 pm in 

Luther Hall.   Lessman’s Catering 

furnishing the meal of chicken salad on 

croissant, salad, and assorted desserts for 

a cost of $10.00.  Program by Susie 

Dvorak on “History of Stephenson County 

Fair.”  Reservations by August 25, 2019.   

Sign-up sheet on bulletin board.  Thank 

Offering will be collected 

Future activities: 

September 21-Northern Illinois Synod 

Women of the ELCA Annual Convention at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Moline, Il- Info 

on bulletin board.  Reservations due by 

August 21. 

October 10-Oregon Riverboat ride and 

dinner 

December 2-Bus trip to Palace Theatre at 

Wisconsin Dells to see Blackwood Quartet 

and Elvis 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


The Joy Choir will start on Thursday, September 5th right after school (3:15 pm) 

until 4:00 pm.  All children kndergarten through 6th grade are welcome.  There will be 

information sent in August to eligible families.   Contact Kathy Hillmer with questions.   

Semi-Annual Financial Report:  The first 6 months of 2019 we were able to finance all our programs without 

using our line of credit at the bank.  We did transfer $6000.00 on July 1st from the Calendar Fundraiser account 

to pay June bills.  With the Grant  received for the Grace Meal, we will have a good balance for the rest of 2019 

for the Grace Meal.  The church will need extra contributions for the Current Fund the balance of 2019 as we 

will need to borrow from the bank in the near future.   

From the Social Ministry Committee . .  
The School Supply Collection for the Pearl City Schools will be July 7-August 18 this 

year.  All supplies will be utilized, but the school is specifically asking for 2 pocket 

folders, glue (sticks and regular), markers, crayons, pencils and colored pencils.  Thank 

you so much for your generosity.   

From the Finance Committee . . .  

Joy Choir News . . .  

Pearl City Food  
Pantry Needs . . .  

The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and 
funds are very low.  They could use your 
help with the following food items or make a 
monetary donation at the Pearl City State 
Bank:  Boxes with packets of Oatmeal 
(flavored), pudding (regular size, regular and 
sugar-free), Jello (any flavor but orange in 
regular or sugar-free), packets of instant 
potatoes, macaroni and cheese, Rice-A-
Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti and 
meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced 
tomatoes, kidney beans-light and dark, 
tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except 
tomato or cream of broccoli), individual 4 
packs of pudding and fruit, canned fruits 
(pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit 
cocktail), canned vegetables (carrots, beets, 
mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats 
(chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, 
ketchup, mustard and black pepper.   

If you would like to donate items from your 
garden or bread, please deliver items 
directly to the food pantry on the 2nd and 
4th Saturdays of the month between 8:45 
and 9:15 am.  All non perishable food items 
may be brought to St. John’s or delivered 
directly to the food pantry on the 1st 
Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 
am. 



From the Children & Youth Coordinator. .  

Prayer Concerns (June 30-July 21, 2019): Steven Long, Rachel, Dwight Peterson, Janice Campbell, Dave 
Carter, Shirley Goldsmith, Audrey Wilcox, Lyle Reap, Chayse Boyle, Wiliam Schlamp, Mike Miche, Ron 
Buchenau, Caleb Clausen, Luke McDearmon, Beverly Burbach, Dee Anderson, Stacy Butson, Jody Harnish, 
Sharon Knoup, Dennis Howe, Keith Kness, Martha Morris, Scott Buck, Bob Lyvers, Nicole Merboth, Corey 
Albrecht, Lynn Lyvers, Josie Wilson, Lynn Jansen, Kate Marschang and Gordon Sheffey. 

The family and friends of Carmen Evertson, Dusty Luke, Rodney Williams, Ralph Plossel and Robert 
Deckelman.  

Mark your calendar for this year’s St. John’s Brat Stand! 

The brat stand will be held at the American Legion Parking lot. 

 August 3, 17 & 31  Hope you to see you there! 

The Summer Brat Stand Final Dates   





Duties of the Church for August 2019 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

Aug. 4 
Kathy Williams  

Linda Albright 

Jennifer Pitts 

Family 
Kim Williams 

Kim Williams 

Kathy Albrecht 
Abby Hass 

Aug. 11 
Kathy & Larry 

Albrecht 

Mary Ellen 

Aurand  

Twila Smiler 

Dennis Downs  Kyle Niehaus 

Aug. 18 Joan & Kim Stewart 
Lynda & Mike 

Palmer 

Jim 

Heimerdinger 

Richard Brinkmeier 

Rhonda Brudi 
Levi Sheffey 

Aug. 25 Bonnie Dittmar 
Richard 

Brinkmeier 

Jerilyn 

Strohecker 

Chris Kempel 

Kathy Hillmer 
Jordan Johnson 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Kathy Albrecht and Karen Bremmer 

August Birthdays 

1 Courtney Finn 
 Jae Sughroue 
2 Rich Kliman  
3 Stanley Eberle 
6 Andrea Baumgartner 
9 Kathy Larson 
 MaryAnn Kliman  
11 Joel Kempel 
12 Karen Bremmer 

13  Karen Henze 
14  Wade Sheffey 
17 Jacob Kempel 
 Lucas Kempel 
18 Kali Montgomery 
 Linda Albright 
19 Logan Kempel 
20 Brianne Freedlund 
22 Gerald Woker 

23 Jay Butson 
25  Marlee McPeek  
 Jean Lutz 
28 Garrett Boop 
30 Mark Lawler 
 Chris Kempel  
 Jenna Robinson 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

July 28 

9 am Worship 

11 am Christian Education Committee 

Meeting 

29 

 

30 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 August 1 

9 am Morning Prayer 

2 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

3 

11 am Brat 
Stand 
(American 
Legion 
Parking Lot) 

4 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8 am Helping Hands/Health Ministry  

       Committee Meeting 

9 am Worship Service  

10 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10:15 am Property Committee 

10:15 Grace Meal Committee Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Parent Meeting 

11:45 am SPLAT Pool Party 

5 

 

6 

9 am Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

7 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 

8 

9 am Morning Prayer 

9 am Women’s 
Gathering Board 

Meeting 

9 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

10 

 

11 

9 am Lectio Divina  (Dodd’s Park) 

9:30 am Fellowship (Dodd’s Park) 

10 am Outdoor Worship Service  

               (Dodd’s Park)  

11 Stewardship & Outreach Committee  

                 Meetings 

11 am:  5th-8th Grade Youth Group (SLAPT) 

12 

 

13 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

10 am Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

14 

 

15 

9 am Morning Prayer 

16 
Pastor’s 

Day Off  

17 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

11 am Brat 
Stand 
(American 
Legion 
Parking Lot) 

18   

8 am Lectio Divina  

9 am Worship Service 

10:15 am: Memorial & Finance Committee  

                   Meeting 

10:15 am New Member Class 

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

11:30 am Grace Meal 

15 

 

20 

September 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

21 

7 pm Council Meeting 

22 

9 am Morning Prayer 

23 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

24 
 

25 

9 am Worship 

11 am Christian Education Committee 

Meeting 

26 

 

27 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6 pm Women’s 
Gathering Ladies 
Night Out/Annual 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

28 

 

29 

9 am Morning Prayer 

30 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

31 

11 am Brat 
Stand 
(American 
Legion 
Parking Lot) 

August 2019 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 


