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From “Kyrie” to “Eucharist” 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he 

entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves 

to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 

thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 

nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”  (Luke 

17:11-19) 

Occasionally, folks will ask me something to the effect of, “Can’t we leave the Kyrie or 

the Hymn of Praise out of worship so we can get out of church a little earlier?”  The simple 

answer is no.  This pattern of worship is not only foundational to the Lutheran tradition, but this 

pattern is also crucial to the Lutheran tradition.  For this reason, I wish to share the following, 

since I can construct no better explanation myself: 

From “Kyrie” to “Eucharist” 

by Chaplain Mike  https://internetmonk.com/archive/from-kyrie-to-eucharist 

Early in the traditional worship service of the Church, the congregation says, chants, or sings the Kyrie: 

“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.” The climax of the service occurs when God’s 

people celebrate the Eucharist, partaking of the body and blood of Christ. At the beginning of worship, we take 

our position before God as people in need of his mercy and grace. At the high point of worship, having heard the 

Word of the Gospel, we receive his saving grace with thanksgiving. 

This movement from humble petition to grateful participation in the life of Christ is portrayed in (Luke 

17:11-19). 

First, we meet people who feel unworthy to enter Jesus’ presence. They have been diagnosed with 

leprosy, one of any number of skin diseases in the ancient world that rendered them ceremonially unclean and 

socially outcast. The regulations of Leviticus 13 required lepers in Israel to live “outside the camp,” and to cry 

out, “Unclean! Unclean!” when others approached so that the quarantined ones could be identified and avoided. 

Lepers represent the ultimate outsider. 

When it comes to Jesus, we are all outsiders. We are all unclean. By nature and practice, we are all 

separated from the community of God’s blessing. If any of us would approach Jesus, we must first stand at a 

distance and cry, “Kyrie eleison; Lord, have mercy on us!” When we come before him, we come confessing our 

sins, acknowledging our need, appealing to his gracious love. The Jesus Prayer of the Orthodox tradition teaches 

us to repeat this continually throughout each day: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner,” 

thus training our hearts in the way of humility and dependence. It is not for me to take pity on the leper. I am the 

leper. 

Second, we hear Jesus’ word of good news. The Master tells them to go and show themselves to the 



priest. The only reason for them to do this would be for the priest to verify that they had been cleansed from 

their diseased condition and were now fit to rejoin the relationships and routines of normal life. Sure enough, 

as they set out, these ten looked at each other and realized they had been healed! The power of God’s Kingdom 

had broken into their lives. Where God rules, there is no uncleanness and there are no outcasts. Once more, 

Jesus makes the blessings of the age to come real in the here and now. 

This is what the Gospel does. Given our condition, we require a word from above: “a word from 

outside ourselves” to invade our lives, penetrate our hearts, and make us new. Jesus’ good news of the 

Kingdom of God is more than an announcement. It is a declaration that accomplishes what it proclaims! “It is 

the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16, NLT). 

Third, we see one who goes beyond receiving a gift to thanking the Giver. Nine of ten lepers were so 

enthused by their healing that they just kept going down the road.  I’ll bet they were running, skipping, 

jumping, laughing, and giving high fives. Getting back to their lives and families was apparently all they could 

think about. They didn’t hang around for a second. So caught up in their experience, they forgot where it came 

from. 

One stopped. One turned around. One cried out, “Praise God!” One fell at Jesus’ feet. One said, 

“Thank you” over and over and over again. One moved from “Kyrie” to “Eucharist.” 

Luke gives the punchline: “This man was a Samaritan.” The word “Jew” derives from the name 

“Judah,” and it means “praise.” Of all the people who should have been rejoicing and praising God for what 

Jesus was doing as he journeyed throughout the land, it was the Jews, the ones whose very name suggests their 

calling. In this instance, however, we see a man doubly cursed (a leper who was also a Samaritan) who 

exemplified the virtue of faith by offering a sacrifice of thanksgiving. Here again, as we saw on the Jericho 

Road (Luke 10), the Samaritans of this world: ”the unlikely ones, the people we normally avoid and look down 

upon,” these are the ones who shame the “righteous.” 

In worship (and in everyday life) we are called to move from “Lord, have mercy,” to “Lord, we thank 

you.” The path leads us from confessing our sins to hearing the gospel to receiving grace to giving thanks. 

From need to gift to Giver. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand 

MORNING PRAYER 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at St. 

John’s; 9:00 am 

Pastor Ekstrand will be praying a 

brief Morning Prayer in the nave 

each Tuesday and Thursday morning 

at 9:00 am.  Whether you have a particular prayer 

concern or if you sense a desire to further your 

prayer life, please occasionally take this 

opportunity to set aside a few minutes in the 

morning lift our prayers before our saving Lord. 

Welcome to New Local Clergy 
This month, we welcome the following two pastors 

into our community: 

Pastor Donna Hoffman  
June 30 - Pearl City United 
Methodist Church 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, July 3; 7:30 am 

Join us for a time of food, fellowship and casual conversation in the 
midst of another busy week! 

BROTHERS INN FAMILY RESTAURANT   

103 IL-64, Lanark, IL 

Pastor Paul Gebo  
July 1 - Christ Lutheran 
Church, Stockton  



Pastor-Led Bible Studies at St. John’s 
Coming This Fall! 
MONDAY EVENINGS 

7:00 pm * Beginning September 9 
“St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians” 

The church in Galatia was in crisis.  Christians from both Jewish and Gentile descent were worshiping together, and held 
very different opinions regarding the works of the Law.  Please join us, beginning on September 9, as we explore how St. 

Paul instructed and unified these diverse Christians.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 
9:30 am * Beginning September 12  

 “St. Luke’s Gospel”  
St. Luke was a Gentile Christian, and thus wrote his account of the ministry of Jesus in a way particularly directed toward non
-Jewish believers.  In addition, due to his vocation as a physician, St. Luke possessed an eye for detail that brings his ac-
count to vibrant life.  Please join us, beginning on September 12, as we will begin our Bible Study on a prophet in whom we 
may see a bit of our own grieving selves.  We conclude by 10:30 am.  Bring your Bible and a friend!  



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The items suggested for the month of July for Mother Hubbard’s Kiddie Cupboard is baby wipes and any new or 

slightly used baby items.  The suggested items for the Pearl City Food Pantry is any salad dressings.  Please bring 

and put in the appropriate bins at the church.  Thank you to the youth who delivered all of the vacation bible school 

donations of food to the Pantry.   

July 2-Mexican Train Dominoes-9:00 am in Luther Hall 

July 7th-Prayer Shawl Ministry 10:00 am following church 

July 14-Woman’s Gathering assisting with church service while pastor is on vacation.  Jerilyn Strohecker will give 

the message. 

July 23-The St. John's Women's 

Gathering will be meeting on Tuesday, 

July 23 at 9:00 a.m. at Karen Bremmer's 

home at 313 Walgren Rd., Pearl 

City.  The Women's Gathering Board will 

be providing a breakfast at 9 a.m. with a 

bible study to follow.  All women are 

invited  for fellowship, food and bible 

study.  Please sign-up on the bulletin 

board by July 21.   

Future dates: 

August 27th-Woman’s Gathering annual 

meeting (Catered by Lessman’s Catering) 

September 27th-WELCA Convention at 

Trinity in Moline 

October 10-Oregon Riverboat ride and 

dinner 

December 2-Bus trip to Palace Theatre at 

Wisconsin Dells to see Blackwood Quartet 

and Elvis 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com




Thank You . . .  

I would like to thank my church family for all the prayers, cards and 

phone calls after my back surgery. Thank you, Doris Kness 

We want to thank all of you for your prayers, phone calls, and cards during the death 
of Judy’s mom.  It’s wonderful to know that we have the support of a terrific church 
family. Jim, Judy, Jenna, and Jaden Robinson  

From the Social Ministry Committee . .  
ELCA Good Gifts Project:  ELCA Good Gifts Project:  Thank you from the Social Ministry 
Committee for your generous donation to the ELCA Good Gifts project.  We collected $732.00 and 
met our goals in all five areas, which were five honeybee hives, vaccinations for ten children, two 
community water filters, six bibles for growing churches and a community vegetable garden.  
Thanks again for your generosity and support of these important projects.  

The School Supply Collection for the Pearl City Schools will be July 7-August 18 this 

year.  All supplies will be utilized, but the school is specifically asking for 2 pocket 

folders, glue (sticks and regular), markers, crayons, pencils and colored pencils.  Thank 

you so much for your generosity.   



May-June Winners: 

May 26:  Marge Roiland, Lake Carroll  June 2:  Don Strohecker, Lena 
June 9:  Charles Boop, Pearl City   June 16: Tom Peppard, Pearl City 
June 23:  Rick Ferguson, Pearl City 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am in July.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, July 2nd from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are invited.  You 

don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

Grace Meal News. . .  
Thank you to the Pearl Valley Rangers 4-H Club for preparing and serving the June Grace 
Meal.   Sixty people dined in Luther Hall, 32 meals were delivered with an additional 38 
carry-outs.  Special appreciation to Levi Sheffey and Ben Bremmer for doing all the 
deliveries!  Thank you so much!!! 
The July Grace Meal will be served by the SPLAT Youth Group.  The menu is pizza, salad, 
apple sauce and ice cream. 

From the Children & Youth Coordinator. .  

Prayer Concerns (May 26-June 23, 2019): Jana Bruening, April Eberle, Linda Corbin, Dennis Howe, Doris 
Kness, Dustin Davidson, Bob Lyvers, Luke McDearmon, Nicole Merboth, Cathy Broshous, Angie Boyle, 
Bob Herman, Dave Carter, Corey Albrecht, Mike Miche, Kate Marschang, Audrey Wilcox, Shirley 
Goldsmith, Chris Kempel, Colleen Logeman, Chris Tippett, Connie Larson, Ron Remmers, Karen 
Melhuasen, Linda Albright, Polly Forsythe, Twila Simler, Brad Roiland, Lynn Jansen, Janice Cox Campbell, 
Dennis Fehr, Farmers, Safe travels to State FFA Convention, Chayse Boyle, Kim Oczarzak, Steven Long, 
Carole Sue Howe, Ron Bremmer, Rodney Block, Dwight Petersen, Christian Schamberger, RLC Youth 
Group Mission Trip and Caleb Clausen.  

The family and friends of Doris Ganschow, Cheri Martin, Doug Paton, Paul Hardell, Marvin Phillips, Jack 
Parkinson and Karleen Clausen.  



Duties of the Church for July 2019 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

July 7 Lee Harbison 
Carol & Gordon 

Garnhart 
Michele Schiess 

Michele Schiess 

Stacey Block 
Jacob Lieb 

July 14 Jane Boop 
Cindy & Bob 

Ditzler 
Chad Bremmer  Olivia Williams 

July 21 Kris & Marion Eden 
Michele & Brian 

Schiess 
Lori Kempel 

Jim Heimerdinger 

Peyton Brudi 
Jayden Downs 

July 28 Twila Simler 
Kathy Williams  

Linda Albright 
April Eberle Stan & April Eberle Mary Baier 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Kathy Albrecht and Bonnie Dittmar 

July Birthdays 

3 Cole Miller  
6 Brenda Hass 
 Donnie Miller  
7 Chet Brinkmeier 
8 Shyanna Ditzler 
 Peyton Brudi 
9 Bob Hasselman  

10 Benjamin Bremmer 
 Benjamin Miller 
12 Tina Boop 
14 Lynda Palmer 
17 Amy Roling 
18  Marvin Klatt 
 Susan Ekstrand 

19 Ava Bremmer  
20 Jim Brinkmeier 
24 Ryan Potter  
 Reese Montgomery  
27  Ron DePrisco 
28 Stacey Block 
31 Brandon Hille  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

  June 27 

9 am Morning Prayer 

28 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

29 

10 am 

Journey 

Through Grief 

30 

9 am Worship 

July 1 

 

2 

9 am Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

3 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 

4 

9 am Morning Prayer 

Happy 4th of July-

office closed 

5 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

6 

11 am Brat 
Stand 
(American 
Legion 
Parking Lot) 

 

7 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8 am Helping Hands/Health Ministry  

       Committee Meeting 

9 am Worship Service  

10 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10:15 am Property Committee 

10:15 Grace Meal Committee Meeting 

8 

 

9 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
Pastor’s 

Day Off  

13 
 

14   

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

10:15 am: Memorial & Finance Committee  

                   Meeting 

11 am 5th-8th Grade Youth Group 

15 

 

16 
9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

17 

7 pm Council Meeting 

18 

9 am Morning Prayer 

19 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

20 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

11 am Brat 
Stand 
(American 
Legion 
Parking Lot) 

August 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 

9 am Worship Service  

11 am SPLAT Youth Group 

11:30 am Grace Meal 

22 

 

23 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

9 am Women’s 
Gathering at 
Karen Bremmer’s 

Home 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

24 

10 am Worship & Music 

Meeting 

25 

9 am Morning Prayer 

26 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

27 

 

28 

9 am Worship 

11 am Christian Education Committee 

Meeting 

29 30 

9 am Morning 

Prayer 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

31    

July  2019 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

Mark your calendar for this year’s St. John’s Brat Stand! 

The brat stand will be held at the American Legion Parking lot. 

  July 6 & 20    August 3, 17 & 31 

Hope you to see you there! 

The Summer Brat Stand Final Dates   

Pastor Ekstrand on Vacation 

Pastor Ekstrand on Vacation 


