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That To Which We May Lay Claim 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! 

How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we 

too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with 

him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 

has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 

to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  (Romans 

6:1-11) 

 

Garrison Keillor once said that you can’t be a Minnesotan in the summer unless you were also 

there during the winter.  But we often see it this way.  Likewise, there are many who would feel that you 

would have no right bask in the glory the Cub’s 2016 World Championship unless you also had been a 

Cubs fan throughout the century of futility that preceded it.  There are many in smaller towns who believe 

that you can’t truly claim for yourself status of being from that town unless your family has been there 

long enough to have at least four generations buried in the cemetery. 

In short, we often feel that it’s hard to lay claim to something that you did not suffer for, or give of 

your very being in order to have.   

The apostle Paul speaks of the salvation in Christ to which we may lay claim.  It is indeed ours.  

And no one can take that salvation away from us.  And endlessly, Paul calls it a “gift.”  No strings.  Not 

something we earned, for there is nothing that we can do to earn it.  It’s a gift. 

For Christ was the one who suffered for us, that we may lay claim to that gift.  But should anyone 

point their finger and say, “How is it yours if you did not suffer for it?”, we read in Paul’s letter to the 

Romans that, though Christ suffered for us to have his salvation, we do nonetheless participate in that 

suffering.  We do die with Christ on the cross. 

For in the waters of baptism by which we were bathed, we participate in the death that Jesus 

Christ suffered for us on the cross.  He died, but he credits the suffering and death to us as well, so that we 

may also rise with him and have a perfectly complete claim to the everlasting life that he bought for us on 

the hard wood of the cross. 

The suffering on the cross was Christ’s.  But by our baptism in the waters of the Holy Spirit, we 

are baptized into that suffering, into that death, so that we may be linked inseparably to the gates of God’s 

eternal kingdom of peace and wholeness and joy and love, to the place in which the suffering that is 

earthly is abolished forever.  We are made children of God, made members of his holy Church.  We are 

given forgiveness of sins and the assurance of everlasting life in a kingdom where there is only perfection 

of body, and of relationship, and mind, and spirit. 



Years ago, when I was ordained, my home congregation in Gettysburg had a blurb about it in the 

newsletter.  And in those words, they referred to me as a “son of the congregation.”  But I was never 

really sure that I could lay claim to that status.  I had no relatives in the local cemetery.  I was not a 

member of the congregation way back when the building and the congregation suffered a devastating 

fire.  I wasn’t there through the struggles that brought them to that day.   Therefore, I felt that it was an 

exaggeration to apply to me the status of a “son of the congregation,” and had no assurance that that 

designation was accurate, or mine to have. 

So too, two thousand years ago, when Christ was crucified, there were no witnesses who saw me 

up there with him, or you, or any other of Christ’s people on the same cross with him. 

But the good news is that we can, nonetheless, lay claim to that which he won in his suffering 

and death, for in the waters of baptism, we have the ultimate and undeniable assurance that we are 

baptized into his death, dying with him, that we may rise with him to the everlasting kingdom that he 

will gather us into in that day to come when Jesus Christ comes again.  Thanks be to God. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, March 6 

Noon: Imposition of Ashes only 
7:00 pm: Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 

Ash Wednesday is the most solemn day in the Christian Life.  We confront the broken-
ness of our lives, hear God’s Word of Judgment and Life, and pledge to renew our ef-

forts to live as faithful children of our gracious Lord through the help of the Holy Spirit.  
All worshipers are invited to receive the ashes as a sign of our broken-ness.  Note that 

a brief liturgy of Imposition of Ashes will take place at noon for those whose schedules 
preclude them from attending in the evening. 

Evening Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning March 13 

A time of prayer and proclamation  

A sign-up sheet will soon be posted in the Narthex for our members to take a 

part in this series.   
No memorization required! 



MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, March 13; 7:30 am 

Note that this is the SECOND Wednesday this month due to Ash 

Wednesday. 

BROTHERS INN FAMILY RESTAURANT   

103 IL-64, Lanark, IL 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays during Lent; Noon 

Since the 5th Century, Christian Communities have found 
“Stations of the Cross” to be an inspiring devotional practice.  

This liturgy of readings and prayers encourages the faithful to 
retrace and meditate upon the Holy Sites of the Via Crucis 

(“The Way of the Cross,” a very popular destination for pil-
grims in Jerusalem).  As the faithful practice and meditate up-
on the various stations, we are drawn into the fullness of our 

Lord’s humanity, confronted by the injustices of Christ’s condemnation, invited to feel the pain of 
his wounds, the embarrassment of his falls, the agony of his Crucifixion, and the loneliness of the 

tomb.  We see ourselves in the suffering of the One who died for us, and as we gaze into the 
empty tomb of Easter, we glimpse our own destiny in the Resurrection of our Lord.  Some 
choose to pray the Stations every week in Lent, but if you are able, please make an at-

tempt to attend at least one week this Lent.  All are invited to join Pastor Ekstrand in the 
Nave on Fridays of Lent (beginning March 8) as we contemplate His Passion. 

Prayer Concerns (February 3-24, 2019): Mike Palmer, Alli Harnish, Audrey Wilcox, Nicole Merboth, Sue 
Butcher, Libby Petersen, Ed Hulkonen, Stephan Gahm, Erica Hoyer, Henry Saavadra, Tom Schultz, Brad 
Roiland, Lee Harbison, Bob Lyvers, Bill & Winston, Connor Boop, Lyle Reap, Kate Marschang, Tim 
Mitchell, Lynn Jansen, Melody Reat, Chayse Boyle, Doris Ganschow, Suzy & Steve Dornink, Vance 
Hasselman, Dave Carter, Agie Drane, Amber and Josie Graybill. 

The family and friends of Bill Williams, Gabriella Petsche, Mother of Kay DePrisco, Werner Frederich, 
Walt Traxinger, Myrtle Parkinson, Jim Evans, AnneMarie Harbison, Erik Dornink and Jeanette Wingert.  

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .  
The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and funds are very low.  They could use your help with the following food items or make a monetary 
donation at the Pearl City State Bank:  Boxes with packets of Oatmeal (flavored), pudding (regular size, regular and sugar-free), Jello (any 
flavor but orange in regular or sugar-free), packets of instant potatoes, macaroni and cheese, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti 
and meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced tomatoes, kidney beans-light and dark, tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except tomato 
or cream of broccoli), individual 4 packs of pudding and fruit, canned fruits (pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit cocktail), canned 
vegetables (carrots, beets, mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats (chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, ketchup, mustard and black 
pepper.   

If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non perishable food items may be brought to St. John’s or delivered directly to the food pantry 
on the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am. 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
Many thanks for all who furnished and help serve the lunch following William William’s funeral.  Also thanks to 

Lynda Palmer for the lunch served to the ladies following Bible Study on February 19.   We worked on items for 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry.    

Donations to the Pearl City Food Pantry for the month of March are any cleaning supplies or soaps (dish, 

laundry, toilet (etc.)  Donations for Mother Hubbard’s Kiddie Cupboard are baby wipes and/or any new or 

slightly used baby items.   Place in bins at the back of the church.   All donations are very much appreciated. 

March 3-Pray Shawl Outreach-10:00 after church in Luther Hall 

March 5- Dominoes- 9:00 Luther Hall   

March 10-Public Euchre and Dominoes Party in Luther Hall 1:30-4:00 

 The cost is $5.00 and includes an afternoon of games, monetary placings, lunch and door prizes.   

 We are asking the ladies to bring a non-perishable item or two for door prizes.   

March 13-Prepare and Serve Lenten Lunch at Methodist Church- 

 Committee-Lee Frey, Karen Bremmer, Lynda Palmer,  

March 16-Northwest Conference Women of the ELCA Spring Assembly to be held at Christ 

 Lutheran Church in Stockton.  Registration at 9:00 with brunch at 9:30.  Cost $10.00 

 Program by Nancy Hanewell Stacy –“Young at Heart, But Older in other Places” 

 Reservations and $10.00 due by March 9, 2019,   Information on bulletin board. 

 Free will offering will be taken. 

March 19-Bible Study at Coaches-Lena 

 Coffee-9:45 

 Bible study-10:00 led by Karen Bremmer 

 Topic-“Friends for Life in Christ” from Gather magazine 

 Lunch-11:00-order off menu 

Coming in May- 

May 23- Musical “Grumpy Old Men” at Circa 21.   Bus, tickets for play and dinner. 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

St. John’s Women’s Gathering have a bus trip planned to Circa 21 

at Moline, IL for the musical “Grumpy Old Men” on Thursday, May 

23.  The cost is $66 and includes the musical, bus, lunch (choice of 

3 entrees, dessert (choose from menu) coffee, tea, iced tea, all gra-

tuities and tax.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board and pay St. 

John’s Women’s Gathering (office) or give $ to Marge Roiland or Karen Bremmer by May 5 or 

when the tickets are sold.  The bus will leave St. John’s in Pearl City at 9:45 a.m. 

Don’t miss this laugh-out-loud story of family, friendship, love and romance in a fresh new musical that’s 

guaranteed to delight! Based on the 1993 movie starring Jack Lemmon, Walter Matthau and Ann-Margret, 

Grumpy Old Men is the story of two aging neighbors, Max and John, who have been feuding for more than 

fifty years. When the beautiful and charming Ariel moves in across the street, the rivalry is raised to new 

heights! Can her love and compassion reunite their friendship. 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am in March.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, March 5 from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are invited.  

You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

From the Stewardship Committee. .  
Attention Thrivent Members:  Are you a Thrivent member?  If so, you are eligible to receive 
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s.  Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker, 
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action 
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year 
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.   

 Ron & Karen Bremmer worshipped at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Freeport, IL, on Sunday 

February 3, 2019. 

Visited Another Church . . .  

Grace Meal News. . .  
January Grace Meal:  Thank you to all those that volunteered and prepared the January 

Grace Meal.  Forty-four dined in Luther Hall, 35 meals were delivered and an additional 

29 carry-outs were distributed.   
February Grace Meal:  Thank you to the Jim & Leann Heimerdinger and Marvin and Monica 

Baier families who prepared and served the February Grace Meal.  Thank you to Terry & 

Joyce Kempel, Butch and Carol Garnhart and Monica Baier for delivering meals. Thirty-
four dined in Luther Hall, 33 meals were delivered and an additional 15 carry-outs were 

distributed.   



SPLAT Youth Group . . . .  

From the Christian Education Committee . . .  

Sunday School Teachers Needed:  Teachers (1-2) are needed for Sunday School for the 

months of March, April and May of 2019.  Let Dianne, Parish Administrator, know if you are 

able to teach for a month in 2019! 

Sunday School Offering – March   Collecting supplies for Pearl City School 
Items needed:  8 oz. Hand Sanitizer, 8 pk. Washable Big Crayons, Colored Pencils and Kleenex 
Please consider donating these items for offering for the month of March! This would be much 
appreciated by the Pearl City School. 

Upcoming Dates: 

Jim and Leann Heimerdinger would like to extend an invitation to our church family 
to attend Greta's wedding ceremony on Saturday, March 16th @ 2 pm.  

You’re Invited . . .  

February Winners: 

Feb. 3: Claire Brinkmeier, Pearl City, IL Feb. 10: Cherrie Blessing, Freeport, IL 

Feb. 17: Cheryl Hoops, Freeport, IL Feb. 24:  Henry Dittmar, Chesterfield, MO 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  



Helping Hands/Health Ministry Committee . . .  
Bed Bugs 

Bed begs have recently ben spreading rapidly in parts of the United States, Canada and other parts of the world.  

Bed bug presence is not determined by the cleanliness of the living conditions where they are found.  

Infestations usually occur around or near the areas where people sleep.  These areas include apartments, shelters, 

hotels, cruise ships, buses, trains and dorm rooms.  They hide during the day in places such as seams of 

mattresses, box springs, bed frames, dressers, inside cracks or crevices, or any other clutter or objects around a 

bed.  Bed bugs can travel over 100 feet in a night, but tend to live within 8 feet of where people sleep. 

Bed bugs are small, flat parasitic insects that feed solely on the blood of people and animals as they sleep.  They 

are reddish brown in color and range from 1 mm to 7 mm in size.  They can live several months without a blood 

meal.  The bugs do not spread disease but their bites can cause intense itching and loss of sleep.  Bites usually 

occur on the face, neck, arms, and hands.  Bite marks can appear up to 14 days after being bitten. 

Bed bugs hide when not feeding.  They will also travel in your suitcases from place to place.  When you travel to 

a hotel place your luggage in the bathtub and inspect the room.  Look in the dressers and seams of the bed and in 

the bed for bugs.  Check mattress folds and sheets for signs of rusty-colored blood spots due to their blood-filled 

fecal material that they excrete on the mattress or furniture.  If no bugs are seen, remove your luggage from the 

tub.   

If you have bed bugs, the infestations are commonly treated by insecticide spraying by a professional pest 

control company. 

Brenda Hass 

Health Ministry 

Thank you:  To our church family at St. John’s.  Thank you so very much for 
all your prayers, concerns, hugs, phone calls, especially during dad and 
husband, Bill Williams, illness and passing.  The meal was awesome! You are all a 
blessing, Kathy and Linda 

Thank you . . .  

My family and I certainly have a very heavy heart in the passing of AnneMarie, but we also have been lifted 

by the many, many notes and voices of condolences we have from so many of our church. Words certainly 

can not adequately describe our Thanks for all the words and actions from so many of you, especially Pas-

tor for such a wonderful service.  May God Bless each and every one of you.  

May you have Gods Love always.  Lee Harbison 

WG – Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to thank all the ladies that participated in the Sit 

N’ Sew on Tues. February 19th.  Labels were sewn on quilts, crosses, tags & tassles were added 

to the Many pocket prayers, yarn was woven into finished shawls along with Some great 

conversation and fellowship. All the above are great works of loving hands!  Again – thank 

you – Prayer Shawl Ministry 

With a grateful and thankful heart, I wish to thank my church family for all the acts of 

kindness during my accident and recuperating.  Thanks to Pastor Ekstrand for the visit 
and prayer before my surgery.    My love always, Jane Boop 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Fellowship Club since we did not have a pancake supper.  We 
appreciate your donations to be used for bibles and projects.  We are blessed to have so many generous 
members.   Thanks again, Fellowship Club Officers and Pancake Supper Committee 

Thank you to everyone who donated and/or worked at the funeral lunches for Bill Williams and AnneMarie 
Harbison.  It is so greatly appreciated!  Sincerely,  The Women’s Gathering 





Lent World Hunger Offering:  During Lent the Congregation will be participating in an offering for 

World Hunger. The collection will take place during the first hymn each Sunday. The goal for the 

Congregation is $400.  This calendar is from the 40 Days project for your own devotional  

$4
00
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Duties of the Church for March 2019 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

March 3 
Kathy & Larry 

Albrecht 

Kay & Ron 

DePrisco 
DJ Scott 

Keith Kness 

Kris Eden 

Kathy Williams 

Mary Baier 

Ash Weds. 

March 6 

Jim & Leann 

Heimerdinger Family 

Joyce & Terry 

Kempel 
Kris Eden 

Marion & Kris 

Eden 
Mary Baier 

March 10 Girl Scouts 
Carol & Gordon 

Garnhart 
Ron Bremmer 

Ron & Karen 

Bremmer 
Jayden Downs 

March 17 Sandy & DJ Scott 
Karen & Ron 

Bremmer 
Kathy Hillmer 

Carrie Hass 

DJ Scott 
Abby Hass 

March 24 
Mary Ellen Aurand 

Brian Thomas 

Judy & Jim 

Robinson Family 
Lynda Palmer 

Lynda Palmer 

Richard Brinkmeier 
Kyle Niehaus 

March 31 Lori & Joel Kempel 
Earlene & Fred 

Domberger 
Judy Robinson Joel & Lori Kempel Levi Sheffey 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Mike Palmer, Chad Bremmer and Richard Brinkmeier 

March Birthdays 

2 Becky Potter  
 Kathy Williams  
3 Gordon Garnhart  
4   Deb Bremmer  
5   Monica Baier 
6 Alayna Palmer  
7 Hailey Heimerdinger  
9  Jack Kempel  
 Kirk Knoup 
11 Heidi Ditzler  
13 Hannah Little  

15  Blake Voss  
 Stacey Knoup 
16 Kathy Albrecht  
 Nancy Boop 
17 Melissa Albrecht  
18 Vince Edler  
 Rick Ferguson  
 Darla Hasselman  
19 John Frey  
20 Adam Block  
21 Robie Shores 

 Cheyenne Handsaker  
22 Eli Bremmer  
23 Mark Frey  
26 Doug Klatt  
 Aubrey Finn  
28 Bobbi Hershey  
29  Carol Zier 
 Kegan DeZell 
31 Twila Simler  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

2 

 

3 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship Service  

10 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am High School Hour 

11 am Meet the New Youth & Family 

Coordinator 

 

4 

7 pm 4-H 

7 pm Bible Study 

5 

9 am Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

6 

Noon Ash Wednesday 

Service 

7 pm Ash Wednesday 

Service 

7 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 

Noon 

Stations of 

the Cross 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

9 

8 am Luther 

Hall used 

for Party 

Prep 

10   

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am High School Hour 

10:15 am Property Committee 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

6 pm 4-H Meeting 

11 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Bible Study 

12 

10 am Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

13 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7 pm  Midweek Lent 

Service 

7:30 pm Christian 

Education Meeting 

14 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

15 
Noon 

Stations of 

the Cross 

6:30 pm 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

16 
2 pm 

Wedding 

Luther 

Hall used 

for Grace 

Meal Prep 

17 

9 am Worship Service followed by Healing  

                 Service 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am High School Hour 

10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee  

               Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace  

           Meals 

Noon Community Grace Meal 

18 

7 pm Bible Study 

19 
9:45 am 
Women’s 
Gathering Bible 

Study at Coach’s 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

20 

April Newsletter 

Deadline 

7 pm  Midweek Lent 

Service 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 

21 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

6 pm Luther Hall 

Rented 

22 

Noon 

Stations of 

the Cross 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

23 
 

24 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am High School Hour 

25 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Bible Study 

26 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

27 

7 pm  Midweek Lent 

Service 

28 

9:30 am Bible Study 

 

29 

Noon 

Stations of 

the Cross 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

30 

5 pm  

Family Fun 

Night 

31 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am High School Hour 

      

March  2019 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 


