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From the Desk of Pastor Ekstrand…
The Patience of Advent

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John
as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind
and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go,
sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him. (Matthew 21:23-32)
Once, many years ago when she was a young girl, I was reading a story to my daughter.
I was reading her a book from the American Girl series, a story about a doll my daughter had
named Kirsten. Kirsten is a young Swedish girl who is coming to the United States in 1854.
The day after having arrived in New York City, Kirsten becomes separated from her
parents. She wanders until she is hopelessly lost. And there she stops, and waits and waits and
waits. There is no sign of her parents. Finally, she draws a picture for an American woman of
the ship on which she came, in order that the woman could help her, despite the language
barrier.
And finally, Kirsten is reunited with her parents, who are waiting alongside the ship in
the harbor. And it is then that Kirsten explains to her parents that while she had been patiently
waiting for her parents to find her, she had worried that her parents may give up and begin their
trek westward to Minnesota without her.
The idea is as preposterous to her parents as it would be to ours. Not wait? For their

own child? Of course they would wait. What parent has so little patience that they would
simply give up, stop waiting for her, and move on without her? As Kirsten had unlimited
patience to endure until she had been reunited with her parents; so too, do her parents have
unlimited patience to wait for their child. For though separated, the love of the parents still
remained with her.
Of course, that was 1854, and patience was likely in greater supply than it is today. But
still today, what parent has so little patience that he would simply give, stop waiting, and move
on without his or her child?
Certainly not OUR Father, our Lord God.
In the parable Jesus tells in our reading from St. Matthew’s gospel, we see a father who
has a son who, when told to go out and work in the vineyard, simply replies, “I will not.” This
father does not, however, simply give up on that son.
He waits. And after, the son turns about, and goes back to the vineyard. And behold,
that is revealed to be the son who did the will of the father. Because the father has patience,
the father waits for his son. Our God is a God of patience. If not so, we would most certainly
be lost. We’re like that son, quickly replying “I will not” in response to what our heavenly
Father demands. But then the Holy Spirit turns us around, and we do turn back to that
vineyard, into the welcoming arms of our most patient Father.
In the story I told about Kirsten, it is not only the parents who wait. For while it was a
foregone conclusion that her parents would wait for her, she also patiently and diligently
waited to be reunited with them. Children learn patience from their parents; heaven knows, it
doesn’t seem to come naturally.
And from the patience of our Father, our God, so too do we learn patience.
We are entering the season of Advent. A season of waiting. Waiting not for the gifts and
not for the tree. Waiting not for the snow and not for the “after Christmas sales.”
But what we wait for is to be reunited with that loving parent; or perhaps it would be
better described as the time ahead when we come to know the absolute fullness of our identity
as a Child of God. For though Christ remains with us for now through his love and through his
Holy Spirit; we look ahead with patience to that time when Christ will come again, when the
fullness of his glorious kingdom will enter our midst, and the hurt and pain of this realm of sin
and death will be conquered forever. When we will no longer be lost.
In Advent, it is a time of waiting. We wait patiently for our Lord to come again. And it
is right that we should do so. For we have a Lord who, in his unswerving love, never fails to
patiently wait for us.
In Christ,
Pastor Ekstrand

MEN’S BREAKFAST

7:30 am, Wednesday, December 5,

BROTHERS INN FAMILY RESTAURANT
103 IL-64, Lanark, IL

Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and
casual conversation in the midst of another busy week!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY at ST. JOHN’S!
Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pearl City is seeking a part-time Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator.

The purpose, role, and task of this positions includes:
Integrate Children, Youth, and Families into the life of St. John’s Lutheran Church through Learning,
Fellowship, and Service Ministries.
Foster a sense of Christian Community among peers.
Foster a sense of belonging and responsibility within these intergenerational communities.
 Nurture growth and maturation in the Christian Faith among the Children, Youth and Families of St. John’s
Lutheran Church.
Instruction in the Christian Faith (age appropriate)
Provide opportunities to be about Christian Service (age appropriate)
 Advocate for Children and Youth Ministries in the midst of St. John’s Lutheran Church and beyond.
Challenge and create means for the congregation to minister to and with our Children, Youth, and
Families in ever-increasing ways.
Comprehend the serious nature of the Children, Youth, and Families concerns.
Open wide the doors of our congregation’s ministries with Children and Youth to the Pearl City
Community.
Applicants should possess strong organizational, recruiting, and communication skills, as well as a
commitment to the Christian faith maturation of self and others. A background check will be required. Please
contact Pastor Tom Ekstrand at 815-443-2215 or
pastortomekstrand@gmail.com.


6th Grade Bibles: Sunday, Jan. 27
We are also aware that some older youth were not awarded these precious gifts from our
Fellowship Club. If your child 6th grade and up has not yet received one, please alert Pastor
Ekstrand by January 6. These will be distributed at the January 27th service.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES & FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY
Baptized members 4th Grade and up

Classes: Sunday, January 13 & 20; 11:00 am-noon
First Communion Sunday: Sunday, January 27; 9:00 am
Non-communing members from 4th Grade and up are invited to gather with Pastor Ekstrand on January 13 & 20 to explore
what it means to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist and the amazing grace conveyed to us through the Body and
Blood of Christ.
We will meet in the Nave immediately after the Sunday School/Educational Hour. Participation in BOTH sessions are
required for inclusion at First Communion. If you have a difficulty with attending any of the scheduled class dates
(participation in the class setting is preferable to individual instruction), please contact Pastor Ekstrand as soon as possible
to make alternate arrangements. A sign-up sheet will be posted on one of the Narthex bulletin boards.
First Communion will be received on Sunday, January 27, 2019.

From the Stewardship Committee . . .
Won’t you share your time and talents with St. John’s? We ask each
individual that participates in the St. John’s community to complete a time and
talent sheet. They are available in print (Narthex) or online at
StJohnsPearlCity.org. Please complete online or return a printed copy to the
office by December 23rd. Extra Time and Talent sheets are available by the office.

Women’s Gathering Ministries . .

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or
815 821 4698) or email at rkbremmer@gmail.com You may also contact the church office at 815 443-2215
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com. You may also
contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If
you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.

The Women’s Gathering Activities:
Many thanks to all who baked, purchased, and donated to our bake sale in any way. Because of all of you, we
were able to give a $1000.00 check to the church for the current fund.
The collection for the Pearl City Food Pantry for the month of December is canned meats. The items for Mother
Hubbard's Kiddie Cupboard will be delivered right after Thanksgiving. Please bring baby wipes or any slightly
used baby items and place them in the bin at the back of the church before then. Any baby items are greatly
appreciated.
All of the ladies of the church are invited to our Christmas potluck to be held on
the 11th of December at 6:00 in Luther Hall. Kathy Hillmer and Karen Bremmer
are co-hostess for this event. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board as to what
you would like to bring. Table service will be provided. There will be no gift
exchange this year. Come and enjoy the good food and fellowship.
During the month of December the Pearl City Food Pantry will be manned by St.
John's Lutheran Church. If you could spare two hours on a Saturday morning from 9 to 11,
please contact Janet Ferguson or Doris Kness.
We wish all a Happy Holiday Season
We will be collecting monetary donations from the congregation for three families again
for Christmas, beginning on November 25, 2018. From the donations received, each
person in the families will receive a gift card. We thank you all for helping us spread
Christmas cheer to others.

Joy Choir News . . .

Joy Choir will sing on December 9 and have our Christmas Party on Thursday,
December 13 until 4:40 pm. Thanks to our Party Committee: Brianne
Freedlund, Deb Bremmer, Ann DeZell, Kim Williams and Janice Kampmeier.
There will be no rehearsal on December 20 or 27. We will resume rehearsals on
Thursday, January 3. Have a Blessed Christmas! Kathy Hillmer, Director

Mexican Train Dominoes: We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9
am. Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, December 4 from 9-Noon in Luther Hall. All are invited. You
don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun!

Christmas Decorating and Oyster and Chili Lunch: All are invited (and needed) to help decorate
the Church for the Christmas Season on Sunday, December 2nd, following the worship service. After decorating
(approx. 11:30) the Fellowship Club will be serving a Chili and Oyster Lunch with sandwiches. There is no
charge for lunch, but a free will donation would be appreciated. We encourage you to sign-up on the sheet on
the Bulletin Board, but is not required. Please join us for a great time decorating for the Christmas season.

Grace Meal News. . .
November Grace Meal: Thank you to all those who helped with the November Grace Meal:
Kris and Marion Eden, Lois Hunsaker, Dennis Kruse, Nancy Trampel, Terry Kempel, Mary Ellen
Aurand, Gina Boop, DJ Scott, Carol & Gordon Garnhart and Carol Zier. They served 32 in
Luther Hall, 42 deliveries and 23 additional carry-outs. Thank you!!!

From the Calendar Committee . . .
November Calendar Raffle Winners
November 7: The family of Dorothy Eden, Pearl City, IL
November 14: Mary Ellen Aurand, Pearl City, IL November 21: Jill Lawler, Freeport, IL

Calendar Committee Report: 170 of the 1,000 calendars have been sold as of November 11.
There are additional calendars left to distribute if you can take more to sell. The original date set
to turn in stubs, money and unsold calendars is December 1 st There will be committee members
at a table in Luther Hall after services each Sunday to take stubs and payments and to pick up
more calendars or you may contact the office weekday mornings.
Remind prospective buyers that their calendar stubs remain in the drawing for 52 weeks. Even if
they receive the weekly $200.00, their stub goes back into the drawing. This gives them at least a
1 in 20 chance to win. This compares to other drawings that may be in 1 in 1000, 100,000, or
much more, to be able to win. The odds are so good that some members purchase all of their
calendars themselves.
The last page of the calendar explains all the rules. Contact the committee or the office for any
questions. Thank you so much for your dedication to St. John’s.

Visited Another Church . . .




Beth Schneider and Jodi Revels worshipped at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church,
Rockford, Il, on Sunday, November 18.
Karen Bremmer worshipped and played the organ at The Ev. Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer, Freeport, IL, on Sunday, November 18.
Paul and Dianne Handsaker worshipped at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Freeport, IL, on
Sunday, November 18.

Prayer Concerns (November 4-18, 2018): Tam Kryder, Bob Lyvers, Vivienne Dascher, Bruce Johnson,
Dave Carter, Peggy Lauber, Bob Evans, Lyle Maize, Jackie Smith, Ralph Turner, Jim Laity, Audrey & Asa
Wilcox, Lindsay Wilson, John Gorz, Vance Hasselman, Rick Webster, Shirley Goldsmith, Stan Eberle,
Nicole Merboth, Cliff Robertson, Ed Hulkonen, Keith Kness, Doug Paton, Cathy Kness, Peg Dauphin, Jim
Aten, Sally Koch, Jeremy Stevens and Dan Buchenau.
The family and friends of Elaine Reilly, Mary Ann Stadel, Bill Liebenstein, Tyrone Newton and Duane
Simler.

From the Christmas Program Committee. . .
This year’s Christmas Program is titled “The Wonder.” The kids and adults have
already been working at their rehearsals. Rehearsals are held during Sunday School
through December 9. Dress Rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 15th at 9:00 am.
This program will be preformed on Sunday December 16th during regular worship.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Bremmer, Karen Bremmer, Monica
Baier or Brianne Freedlund.
Sincerely,
Deb Bremmer- 815-541-7025
Monica Baier: 815-238-5833
Karen Bremmer- 815-821-4698
Brianne Freedlund- 815-541-2729

From the Stewardship Committee. .
Attention Thrivent Members: Are you a Thrivent member? If so, you are eligible to receive
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s. Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker,
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.

From the Social Ministry Committee . . .
Harvest Home Collection: Thank you to all those who contributed to the
Harvest Home Collection. Special appreciation to all those who delivered
items to the Food Pantry.
The Mitten Tree: The Social Ministry Committee once again is asking you to bring new
mittens, gloves and hats for the Mitten Tree. Items may be brought on Sundays
beginning November 25 through January 6. All Mittens, hats, scarves and gloves will
be given to the Pearl City School for children of all ages in need. Thank you!

Helping Hands/Health Ministry Committee . . .
ADVENT Book Study– Because of Bethlehem a Max Lucado hope filled and love born video/
book four session study will begin after worship on December 2. Come study the season of
Advent as we move from Hope, Peace, and Joy to love that has to offer, as we explore the
child in the cradle.
Consider buying the book Because of Bethlehem and the study guide, which offers personal
study between each group session. Any questions please contact Leann Heimerdinger
at jamleading@gmail.com or 815-541-3081.

From the Worship and Music Committee . . .

Poinsettia Garden:

The Poinsettia Garden will be during the Dec. 23rd worship service
at 9 am. We would appreciate if you could leave your poinsettia until after the worship services on
Christmas Eve. Please sign-up by Dec. 10 if you would like to bring or purchase a poinsettia in
honor or in memory of someone. Devoe Floral will deliver poinsettias to the church for $10.50 ea.
(includes tax) for a single plant with foil. Please give a check made out to Devoe Floral to the church office
by Dec. 10. Colors include Red, White, Burgundy and Pink.

SPLAT Scrrip . .
SPLAT Scrip: Gift cards from the Scrip program make excellent Christmas
presents. You still have two opportunities to order for Christmas. Please
have your completed orders to office by November 25 and/or December 9.

From the Office . . .
Annual Book and Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the St. John’s Congregation will be held on Sunday,
January 27th immediately following worship. All reports are due to the office by January 2nd for inclusion in
the Annual Book. Annual books will be assembled on January 10th.

From the Finance Committee . . .
We are in the Home Stretch for the year with about 5 weeks left in 2018.The Current Fund still has
$5000.00 borrowed at the bank with interest accumulating each day. This fund pays janitorial,
organists, pastoral, youth director, choir director, accountant and parish administrator; plus general
expenses. How has each of us helped with this; and could we do more in December? Many
members give extra in December for current expenses. Thank you for your help. Remember your
contributions must be received at the church by Sunday, December 30 to be credited for 2018.

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .
The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and funds are very low. They could use your help with the following food items or
make a monetary donation at the Pearl City State Bank: Boxes with packets of Oatmeal (flavored), pudding (regular
size, regular and sugar-free), Jello (any flavor but orange in regular or sugar-free), packets of instant potatoes,
macaroni and cheese, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti and meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced
tomatoes, kidney beans-light and dark, tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except tomato or cream of broccoli),
individual 4 packs of pudding and fruit, canned fruits (pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit cocktail), canned
vegetables (carrots, beets, mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats (chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, ketchup,
mustard and black pepper.
If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am. All non perishable food items may be brought to St.
John’s or delivered directly to the food pantry on the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am.

Join us at St. John’s for Christmas Celebrations!
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
(Holy Communion)

5pm & 9pm

Christmas Day Morning
(Holy Communion)

9 am

Duties of the Church for December
Date

Greeters

Ushers

Lector

Comm. Asst.

Acolyte

Dec. 2

Chad & Deb
Bremmer Family

Wayne & Angie
Niehaus Family

Karen Bremmer

Twila Simler
DJ Scott

Mary Baier

Dec. 9

Keith & Doris Kness

Gordon & Carol
Garnhart

Chad Bremmer

Chris Kempel
Ann DeZell

Olivia Williams

Dec. 16

Mike & Lynda
Palmer

Sara Schoenhard
Amanda
McWorthy

Dennis Downs

Karen Bremmer
Lynda Palmer

Jordan Johnson

Dec. 23

Aaron & Carrie Hass
Family

Scott & Marlyse
Johnson Family

Jane Boop

Carrie Hass
Jane Boop

Jacob Lieb

Dec. 24
5:00 pm

Larry & Kathy
Albrecht Family

Marion & Kris
Eden

Ron DePrisco

Carrie Hass
Kathy Albrecht

See
Processional
Below

Dec. 24
9:00 pm

Jim & Leann
Heimerdinger Family

Stan & April
Eberle

Brian Brudi
Peyton Brudi

See
Processional
Below

Dec. 30

Tracy Downs Family

Mike & Lynda
Palmer

Abby Hass

Ron Bremmer

Organist: Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer
Counters: Ron Bremmer, Kelly Lawler and Meghan Lawler
December 24 5 pm: Acolyte: _____________________, Crucifer: _______________, Bible Bearer: Abby Hass;
Torch Bearer: Mary Baier
December 24 9 pm: Acolyte: Jayden Downs, Crucifer: Olivia Williams, Bible Bearer: Jacob Lieb;
Torch Bearer: Levi Sheffey

December Birthdays
2
3
7
8
9

Kari Mitchell
Marlyse Johnson
Carter Brudi
Abbey Goldsmith
Richard Ferguson
Heather Erbsen
Ann Frey
Connor Boop

10
11
13
16
19
20

Jordy McPeek
Kendra Melville
Scott Johnson
Ethan Bremmer
Carol Garnhart
Joan Klatt
Keith Albers

21
22
27
30

Gertrude
Heimerdinger
Kilynn Perdue
Dailynn Kittoe
Beth Wilhelm
Conor DeZell

DECEMBER 2018

See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org
Mon

Sun

Tue

Wed

November 25
SCRIP Orders Due
8:am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
9 am Worship
10:15 am Dig In Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation

26
Women’s
Gathering to
White Pines

27
6:30 pm Al-Anon

2
8:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
9 am Worship Service
10 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
10 am: Decorate the Church
10:15 am Dig In Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:15 am Book Study
11:30 am Chili & Oyster Lunch
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

3

4

9 am Women’s
Gathering Board
Meeting
5:15 pm
Helping Hands/
Health Ministries
Meeting
7 pm 4-H
7 pm Bible Study

9 am: Mexican
Train Dominoes

9
SCRIP Orders Due
9 am Worship Service
10:15 am Dig In Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:15 am Property Committee
10:15 am Book Study
11 am Christian Education Committee
Meeting

10
6 pm Girl Scouts

11
6 pm Women’s
Gathering
Christmas
Potluck

28
7 pm Council Meeting

Thu
29
9:30 am Bible Study
3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

Fri

Sat

30

Dec.1

Pastor’s
Day Off

.

7
Pastor’s
Day Off

8

14
Pastor’s
Day Off

15
9 am
Christmas
Program
Rehearsal
Luther
Hall used
for Grace
Meal Prep

22

6 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Bible Study

7 pm Bible Study

5
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

6
9:30 am Bible Study
3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

6:30 pm Al-Anon

12

13
9:30 am Bible Study
3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

6:30 pm Al-Anon

6 pm 4-H Meeting
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis
16
9 am Worship Service followed by Healing
Service
10:15 am Dig In Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace
Meals
10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach
Committee Meetings
10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee
Meeting
10:15 am Book Study
Noon Community Grace Meal
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

17
7 pm Bible Study

18
6:30 pm Al-Anon

19

20

21

7 pm Council Meeting

January
Newsletter Deadline

Pastor’s
Day Off

23
9 am Worship
10:15 am Dig In Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:15 am Book Study

24

25

26

27

5 pm Worship
Service

9 am Worship
Service
6:30 pm Al-Anon

28
Pastor’s
Day Off

30
9 am Worship

31

9 pm Worship
Service

Merry Christmas
Office Closed

29
Luther
Hall
rented.

