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The Flavor of the Day 
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 

we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 

courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 

appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 

mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we 

never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 

mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 

Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 

deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 

but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.  You remember our labor and 

toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you 

while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, 

upright, and blameless our conduct was towards you believers. As you know, we dealt with each 

one of you like a father with his children, urging and encouraging you and pleading that you 

should lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. (I 

Thessalonians 2:1-12) 

 

We’ve heard this parable before. We have two slaves who both owe a great debt.  The first slave is 

shown an unbelievable amount of grace by his lord, and his debt is forgiven.  But when that very same slave 

finds himself reckoning accounts with a fellow slave who owes him a debt, he is unwilling to show the same 

kind of grace that had been shown to him. 

This parable is most certainly about forgiveness.  It’s about “grace,” that free gift of forgiveness that 

we have been given by our Lord Jesus Christ.  And one of the most poignant points about this parable is that 

the story does not end when the slave is given grace by his lord.  Rather, we find that as the story continues, 

something is expected of that forgiven slave.  A response is expected.  A transformation is anticipated.  The 

fruit of that grace does not end when the slave breathes a deep and long-awaited sigh of relief.  The fruit of that 

grace continues.   

If this parable ended after the first slave had been forgiven, we would have on our hands little more than 

a lesson on how to get out of debt without making any payments, and a self-help lesson on how to feel better 

about oneself when unable to pay our bills.   

But instead, we have a story that tells us that the grace of Christ produces grace upon grace in 

abundance.  We are transformed by his grace and we’re probably going to look and function differently in the 

new reality of that identity in Christ. 

In recent years in our denomination, I’ve begun hearing some off-kilter teachings regarding exactly 

what grace is and how it functions in our lives as Christians.  This teaching initially springs forth from a 

perfectly suitable understanding that we are all fallible human beings, that none of us are perfect, and there can 

be standards we try to meet that are unrealistic.  It’s true…we can’t always be as beautiful as a fashion model, 

 



as popular as the homecoming king and queen, as faultless as…well, no one is without fault.   

And most certainly, God loves all of us no matter what the broken-ness in our lives are. 

But after this is where this popular-yet-deceptive theology falls off the rails.  This misleading teaching 

seems to end right there. It tells you that this broken and hurting self we see in the mirror is our “actual self,” 

so you might as well resign yourself to it; denying the reality that due to our human frailty, we actually see 

through that mirror quite dimly. (Never forget - What we see in ourselves is only a brief and distorted view of 

the real self God has made us to be!) 

This popular-but-inadequate teaching on grace that is frequently taught to younger Christians dictates 

that since God loves you the way you are, behaviors shouldn’t have to be changed either, no matter what. 

That’s how you are.  Are you offensive?  Keep offending, that’s how you are.  Are you stubborn and think you 

know better than everyone regardless of what other points of view are offered?  Shout everyone else down so 

their opinions can’t be heard because that’s just who you are.  Grace is the thing that makes that behavior 

acceptable.  

Let’s understand this fully.  Grace produces transformation.  No, it doesn’t make us perfect by any 

means.  It never will during the time we travel this earth in our mortal human bodies.   

But the grace we receive through Christ most certainly does produce fruit.  Tangible fruit.  It produces 

humility. It gives us comfort and assurance as we rejoice in our true “actual self,” which is indeed a “self” 

made perfect and whole in God’s kingdom.  Our “actual selves,” that is, the wonderfully-and beautifully-made 

creations God intends for us to be, are present now this very day despite the fact that we see through the mirror 

quite dimly for now. 

Grace drives us toward a fuller understanding and awareness of that beautiful “actual self.”  

Transformation.  Improvement.  Refraining from those things that hurt us so.  Seeking better relationships.  

Extending the care and compassion of Christ to others.  Serving our neighbor and our Lord. 

And fruit worthy of repentance is born from that grace.  Thanks be to God. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, November 7; 7:30 am: Little John’s, Pearl City 

Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and 

casual conversation in the midst of another busy week! 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The November collections are forbaby wipes for Mother Hubbard's Kiddie Cupboard and baking products (flour, 

sugar, etc.) for the Pearl City Food Pantry. 

We will be collecting monetary donations from the congregation for three families again for Christmas, 

beginning on November 25, 2018.  From the donations received, each person in the families will receive a gift 

card.  We thank you all for helping us spread Christmas cheer to others. 

November 4th-10 am-2 pm: Ladies bake sale with the Splat's spaghetti dinner following Sunday morning 
worship.  Bring any baked items to the church that morning.  All profits will be given to the current fund at 
church.  

November 6– 9 am:  Mexican train dominoes.  All are invited to join the group. 

November 13-9:45 am:  Bible study in Luther Hall.  Bible study  leader-Karen Bremmer titled “Repentance: 
Turning as the Church to the World.”  Refreshments by Darla Hasselman and Marge Roiland.   

 11:00-3:00 pm-Sit and Sew-making clay Christmas ornaments.  (rescheduled from October) 
   Please bring a rolling pin and cookie cutters. 
 12:00-Loaded baked potato bar/salad bar lunch.  Sign up on the bulletin board this for number  
   attending and a topping to bring. (Potatoes furnished)    
November 26-Special outing-White Pines Dinner Theatre in Mount Morris, IL, “Branson  on the  Road".“ We will 
car pool and leave from the church.  More  information to follow in the bulletin.  

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

Joy Choir News . . .  
The Joy Choir wants to thank the Halloween committee for the great party! 
The moms were:  Allison Hille, Chr., Kara Hofmaster, Jean Lutz, Dee Voss, and 
Claire Brinkmeier. Thanks so much! 

April Eberle asked if our choir would sing at a Veteran’s gathering on Sunday, November 
11 at the Pearl City Fire Station at 7:00 pm for a 10 -15 minute singing of patriotic 
songs. I hope EVERYONE in Joy Choir can participate. We also sing that morning at our 
church service. Joy choir sings on December 9th and our Christmas party is on 
Thursday, Dec 13 until 4:45pm. There will be no Joy Choir rehearsal on Dec 20 or Dec 
27. The next rehearsal will be on Jan. 3 

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, November 6 from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are invited.  You 

don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Grace Meal News. . .  

October Grace Meal:  Thank you to all those who helped with the October Grace Meal: Marge 
& Bob Roiland, Janet Ferguson, MaryAnn & Rich Kliman, Linda Albright, Kathy Williams, Carol 
Zier, Leann Heimerdinger and all 11 delivery people (hope I didn’t miss anyone).  48 dined in 
Luther Hall, 50 deliveries were made and approximately 20 additional carry-outs were served.   
Thank you, Marge Roiland 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  
October Calendar Raffle Winners 
October 3: Jodi Revels, Rockford, IL   October 10: Dennis Downs, Pearl City, IL 
October 17: Lisa Knox, Dakota, IL   October 24: Cindy Ditzler, Pearl City, IL 
October 31: Chris Kempel, Pearl City,  IL 

Grace Meal Coordinator:  The Outreach Committee is currently seeking a Coordinator 

for the St. John’s Grace Meal Ministry.  Please contact DJ Scott or the church office if 

you’re interested in leading the Grace Meal program. 

Grace Meal Round Table:  A round table discussion on the Grace Meal will be held on 

Sunday, November 11th after worship in Luther Hall.  We want everyone who has an 

opinion about the Grace Meal to come to the meeting and share their thoughts.  People 

should come with ideas to implement beginning in January.  Changes?  

Opinions?  Concerns?  Please be prepared to share whatever thoughts they have.  

Calendar Committee Report:  124 of the 1,000 calendars have been sold as of October 28th.  
There are additional calendars left to distribute if you can take more to sell.  The original date set 
to turn in stubs, money and unsold calendars is December 1st There will be committee members 
at a table in Luther Hall after services each Sunday to take stubs and payments and to pick up 
more calendars or you may contact the office weekday mornings. 

Remind prospective buyers that their calendar stubs remain in the drawing for 52 weeks. Even if 
they receive the weekly $200.00, their stub goes back into the drawing. This gives them at least a 
1 in 20 chance to win. This compares to other drawings that may be in 1 in 1000, 100,000, or 
much more, to be able to win. The odds are so good that some members purchase all of their 
calendars themselves. 

The last page of the calendar explains all the rules.  Contact the committee or the office for any 
questions.   Thank you so much for your dedication to St. John’s. 

Prayer Concerns (September 30, 2018-October 28, 2018): Tam Kryder, Bob Lyvers, Ed Hulkonen, Cliff 
Robertson, Nicole Merboth, Linda Albright,  Peggy Lauber, Dave Carter, Audrey and Asa Wilcox, Peg 
Dauphin, Shaun Otto, Joe Cuccio, Natalie Mancosky, Cathie Kness, Cathy Broshous, Chris Tippet, Carol 
Fisher, Vivienne Dascher, Raymond Frary, Allen George, Keith Kness, Ralph Turner, Lyle Schneider, Geoff 
& Kristi Williams, Brian Doubet, Ken Morris, Lynda Palmer, Abby, Amber, Alex, Bruce Johnson, Logan 
Luke, Dana Jordan, April Eberle, Kevin Smith, Vance Hasselman and John Bruening. 

The family and friends of Eric Gustafson, Ruth Winter, Jack Revels, Darlene Engle Hocking, JoAnne 
Dahlman and Roger Kloften. 



From the Stewardship Committee. .  
Attention Thrivent Members:  Are you a Thrivent member?  If so, you are eligible to receive 
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s.  Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker, 
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action 
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year 
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.   

Sunday School . . . .  

Thank you . . .  

From the Social Ministry Committee . . .  
Harvest Home Collection:  It’s time for the Harvest Home Collection!  
Bags are available in the Narthex.  The collection will take place each 
Sunday in October through November 11th.  All items will be donated to the 
Pearl City Food Pantry. 

The Mitten Tree: The Social Ministry Committee once again is asking you to bring 
new mittens, gloves and hats for the Mitten Tree.  Items may be brought on Sundays 
beginning November 25 through January 6.  All Mittens, hats, scarves and gloves 
will be given to the Pearl City School for children of all ages in need.  Thank you!  

This year’s Christmas Program is titled “The Wonder.”  The kids and adults have 

already been working at their rehearsals.  Rehearsals are held during Sunday School 
through December 9. Dress Rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 15th at 9:00 am. 

This program will be preformed on Sunday December 16th during regular worship. 
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Bremmer, Karen Bremmer, Monica 
Baier or Brianne Freedlund. 

Sincerely,  
Deb Bremmer- 815-541-7025    Monica Baier: 815-238-5833 

Karen Bremmer- 815-821-4698    Brianne Freedlund- 815-541-2729 

From the Christmas Program Committee. . .  

Thank you for the donations of school supplies.  This helps us to be sure that all students  
have what they need to be successful.  Thank you so very much, Mrs. Wallace.  



3rd Quarter Finance Committee Report:  It is good to report the Church is operating under budget 
for the first 9 months of 2018.  The calendar fundraiser profits really helped with current expenses 
through July.  But at the end of August we needed to borrow $3000.

00
 from the bank to pay outstand-

ing expenses.   Then in September the income was $2000.
00

 less than current expenses so another 
$2000.

00
 was borrowed at the bank.  May individuals and organizations give prayerful consideration 

to give extra contributions to the Current Fund.   

From the Finance Committee . . .  











Duties of the Church for November  

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

Nov. 4 
Marvin & Monica 

Baier Family 

Marion & Kris 

Eden 
Stacey Block 

Earlene Domberger 

Stacey Block 
See 

Processional 

Nov. 11 
Rob & Chris Knoup 

Family 

Ron & Kay 

DePrisco 
Deb Bremmer 

Lee Harbison 

Chris Kempel 
Kyle Niehaus 

Nov. 18 Joel & Lori Kempel 
Fred & Earlene 

Domberger 
Kim Williams 

Lynda Palmer 

Rhonda Brudi 
Abby Hass 

Nov. 25 
Ann & Mike DeZell 

Family 

Jennifer Pitts 

Family 
Michele Schiess 

Kathy Williams 

Ron Bremmer 
Jayden Downs 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Ron Bremmer, Lynda Palmer and Judy Nelson 

November 4: Acolyte: Jayden Downs, Crucifer: Jacob Lieb, Bible Bearer: Olivia Williams;  

  Torch Bearer: Mary Baier 

November Birthdays 

2 Lucy Voss  
4 Adrienne Henze    
 Travis Schiess 
 Rollin Nelson    
5 Levi Sheffey 
 Laura Melville      
6 Mandee McWorthy  
7 Regan Mitchell 
9 Sam Ferguson 
 

11 Grace Heimerdinger 
 Wayne Niehaus  
13 Ron Henze 
16 Michael Palmer 
 Addison Bremmer  
18 Nicole Sheffey 
20 Marion Eden 
22 Jodee Kempel 
24 Andrew Winning 
 Luanne Ferguson 

26 Joyce Miche 
 Bryn McPeek  
27 Alexander Gray 
28 Quinn Schneider 
29  Cindy Heimerdinger 
 Nick Knoup 
30 Karla Dittmar 
 Jase Sheffey 

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .  

The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and funds are very low.  They could use your help with the following food items or 
make a monetary donation at the Pearl City State Bank:  Boxes with packets of Oatmeal (flavored), pudding (regular 
size, regular and sugar-free), jello (any flavor but orange in regular or sugar-free), packets of instant potatoes, macaroni 
and cheese, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti and meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced tomatoes, 
kidney beans-light and dark, tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except tomato or cream of broccoli), individual 4 packs 
of pudding and fruit, canned fruits (pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit cocktail), canned vegetables (carrots, beets, 
mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats (chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, ketchup, mustard and black pepper.   

If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays of the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non perishable food items may be brought to St. 
John’s or delivered directly to the food pantry on the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    November 1 

10:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

2 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

3 

8:30 am 

Spaghetti 

Lunch Prep. 

4 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship Service  

10 –Noon: FHN Flu Shot Clinic 

10 am—2 pm Vendor Fair 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:30 am—1:30 pm Spaghetti Lunch  

5 

7 pm 4-H 

7 pm Bible Study 

6 

9 am: Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

7 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

5:15 pm 

Helping Hands/Health 

Ministries Meeting 

7 pm Christian Education 

Committee Meeting 

8 

9:30 am Bible Study 

10:30 am Worship & 

Music Committee 

Meeting 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

9 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

10 

 

11   

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

10:15 am Property Committee 

11 am SPOTS 

6 pm 4-H Meeting 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

12 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Bible Study 

13 

9:45 am 
Women’s 

Gathering  

6:30 pm Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

14 

 

15 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

16 
Pastor’s 

Day Off  

17 
Luther 

Hall used 

for Grace 

Meal Prep 

18 

9 am Worship Service followed by Healing  

                 Service 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace  

           Meals 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee  

               Meeting 

Noon Community Grace Meal 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

19 

7 pm Bible Study 

20 

November 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

21 

 

22 

Office Closed 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

23 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

24 
 

25 

8:am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

 

26 

Women’s 

Gathering to 

White Pines 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Bible Study 

27 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

28 

7 pm Council Meeting 

29 

9:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

30 

Pastor’s 

Day Off  

Dec.1 

 

November 2018 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

Luther Hall Rented 


