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Beware the Theological Junk Food, Part Two 

A Good Understanding of “Simultaneously Saint and Sinner” 
Paradoxically, a Christian is both right and wrong, holy and profane, an enemy of God and a child of 

God. These contradictions no person can harmonize who does not understand the true way of salvation.  

We comfort the afflicted sinner in this manner: Brother, you can never be perfect in this life, but you 

can be holy. He will say: "How can I be holy when I feel my sins?" I answer: You feel sin? That is a good sign. 

To realize that one is ill is a step, and a very necessary step, toward recovery. "But how will I get rid of my 

sin?" he will ask. I answer: See the heavenly Physician, Christ, who heals the broken-hearted. Do not consult 

that Quackdoctor, Reason. Believe in Christ and your sins will be pardoned. His righteousness will become 

your righteousness, and your sins will become His sins. 

On one occasion Jesus said to His disciples: "The Father loveth you." Why? Not because the disciples 

were Pharisees, or circumcised, or particularly attentive to the Law. Jesus said: "The Father loveth you, 

because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. It pleased you to know that the 

Father sent me into the world. And because you believed it the Father loves you." On another occasion Jesus 

called His disciples evil and commanded them to ask for forgiveness. 

A Christian is beloved of God and a sinner. How can these two contradictions be harmonized: I am a 

sinner and deserve God's wrath and punishment, and yet the Father loves me? Christ alone can harmonize 

these contradictions. He is the Mediator. 

- From Martin Luther’s 1535 Commentary on Galatians (3:6) 

It is from this passage that Christians of the Lutheran tradition get the important theology and concept 

of simul iustes et peccator.  That we are “simultaneously saint and sinner.”  In the midst of our own 

individual manifestations of broken-ness, we rejoice in the words St. Paul wrote to the church in Rome, 

“Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!  So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the 

law of sin.” (Romans 7:24-25)   

Further, St. Paul tells the church in Galatia, “For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; 

for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the 

law.’ Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for ‘The one who is righteous will live by 

faith.’ But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, ‘Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.’ 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone 

who hangs on a tree’—” (Galatians 3:10-13) 

Yes, as Christians, we are indeed two things simultaneously: saint and sinner.  There is a quote often 

attributed (but of dubious origin) to the good St. Augustine, which states, “There is no saint without a past and 

no sinner without a future.” 

We take consolation in this, as we rightly should.  We know that none of us are perfect.  There are far 

too many in Christian circles who wear a false sense of moral superiority on their sleeves in order to beat down 

others for their sinfulness.  No one is justified before God by the law.   
It seems to be a curious double-life that we live, isn’t it?  On one hand, 1 John 1:8 tells us, “If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  As Luther says in the Augsburg 

 



confession, “Furthermore, it is taught among us that since the fall of Adam, all human beings who are born in 

the natural way are conceived and born in sin.  This means that from birth they are full of evil lust and 

inclination and cannot by nature possess true fear of God and true faith in God.  Moreover, this same innate 

disease and original sin is truly sin and condemns to God’s eternal wrath all who are not in turn born anew 

through baptism and the Holy Spirit.”  On the other hand, St. Paul tells the church in Rome,  “For Christ is the 

end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4)  We are sinners. 

In Christ, we are made to be saints.  I don’t know about you, but that provides me an awful lot of consolation 

in my times of greatest weakness. 

The sin that infects our nature in us continues for now.  And one of the many by-products of this is we 

may be tempted to spin this good news to inauthentic ends.  And regarding the theology of “simultaneously 

saint and sinner,” this has been happening quite a bit lately.  There is a popular illustration that has made its 

way around the internet which intends to depict this dual-identity, with one side saying “100% Sins all the 

time, Old Man, in Adam.”  The opposite side says “100% New Man, in Christ.”  Unfortunately, this 

illustration misses the mark.  Martin Luther never ever spoke of the “Old Man” as being a separate alter-ego 

with separate personal identity and will, as though they were two persons overlapping in one being. 

Rather, just to clarify, we take consolation that though we sin, we are made new in Christ and strive to 

live a life worthy of that new identity.  Luther rightly said, “… good works will naturally follow (faith).  If they 

do not, faith is surely not present; for where faith is, there the Holy Ghost is and must work love and good 

works.” (Sermon for First Sunday in Advent, Church Postil)  

Last month, I spoke of something I called “Junk Food Theology.” It often comes in the form of secular 

self-help or self-image theories and motivational speeches, disguised carefully as Christianity by throwing in 

just enough God-talk to make it seem like sound theology.  In recent years, Junk Food Theologians have taken 

the concept that we are “simultaneously saint and sinner” and twisted into little more than an excuse for bad 

behavior.  The feel-better-about-yourself-no-matter-what-you’re-like identity of these Junk Food Theologians 

dictates, “Through Christ, I have been made a saint; therefore everyone will just have to deal with the fact that 

I am crude and off-putting, foul-mouthed and offensive.  That’s just the ‘sinner’ part of whom God made me to 

be.  This is who I am, take it or leave it.” 

As Martin Luther says further on Galatians 5:16, “[It is as though Paul were saying:] “Moreover, 

when I say that you should walk by the Spirit and should not obey the flesh or gratify the desires of the flesh, I 

am not requiring of you that you strip off the flesh completely or kill it, but that you restrain it. God wants the 

world to endure until the Last Day. This cannot happen unless men are born and reared; and this, in turn, 

requires that the flesh continue, and consequently also that sin continue, since the flesh cannot be without sin. 

And so if we look at the flesh, we are sinners; if we look at the Spirit, we are righteous. We are partly sinners 

and partly righteous. Yet our righteousness is more abundant than our sin, because the holiness and the 

righteousness of Christ, our Propitiator, vastly surpasses the sin of the entire world. Consequently, the 

forgiveness of sins, which we have through Him, is so great, so abundant, and so infinite that it easily 

swallows up every sin, provided that we persevere in faith and hope toward Him.” (Lectures on Galatians, 

1535; LW 27:69) 

Beware the Junk Food Theologians.  This idea that we are “simultaneously saint and sinner” should not 

lead to boasting, lest we show off how crass we are in order to emphasize how much the Gospel can overcome.  

This idea that we are “simultaneously saint and sinner” should not become a convenient excuse for poor 

behavior, throwing up our hands and saying, “This is how I am, like it or not.”  And above all, this idea that we 

are “simultaneously saint and sinner” should not lead to a complete rejection of the potential transformation 

the Gospel works in every inner and outer manifestation of our identities. 

Simul iustes et peccator.  Simultaneously Saint and Sinner.  It’s about transformation, not multiple 

theological personalities.  Rather, in our justification, our being made righteous through Christ, we are one and 

the same time righteous and sinners.  It’s not an excuse.  It’s not self-help.  But instead, it’s about the 

magnificent transformation our Lord Christ works in everyday Christians like us. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  



MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, September 5; 7:30 am: Little John’s, Pearl City 

Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and 

casual conversation in the midst of another busy week! 

Pastor-Led Bible Studies at St. John’s 
Coming This Fall! 

MONDAY EVENINGS 7:00 pm * Beginning September 17 (note new date) 

“APOCALYPSE:  Daniel & Revelation” 
Apocalyptic books in the Bible report mysterious revelations that are mediated by angels and disclose a supernatural 
world.  Please join us, beginning on September 10, as we dig into some of these more difficult-to-understand biblical 
texts.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 

 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 9:30 am * Beginning September 13  
 “The Prophet Imagination of Jeremiah”  

Of all of the Old Testament prophets, the words of Jeremiah give more insight into both the personality and person of the 
prophet than any other.  He was a prophet of wrath who lived in an age of wrath; and when he grieved, he was never hesi-
tant to invite God into that grief with pleading and complaint.  Please join us, beginning on September 13, as we will 
begin our Bible Study on a prophet in whom we may see a bit of our own grieving selves.  We conclude by 10:30 am.  

Bring your Bible and a friend! 

Reception of New Members:  SUNDAY, SEMPTEMBER 30, 2018 
A number of folks attending our congregation in recent months have inquired about formalizing their 

membership in the worshiping community at St. John’s Lutheran Church.   

On Sunday September 16 after worship, (and after a brief service of healing), we will gather in 
Luther Hall for a session entitled “On Being a Member…”  This session will emphasize Lutheran 

belief and tradition, but also focus on the unity we have with Christians of other traditions.   

The date for Reception of New Members will be: Pentecost Sunday, September 30, 2018   
Please Sign Up if you will join us!!! 

CONFIRMATION STUDENT-PARENT MEETING 
WITH ACOLYTE TRAINING 

Sunday, September 9; 10:20 am 
This fall, we look forward to meeting with our 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade students on 

Sunday mornings after worship as they prepare for Confirmation.  Confirmation Ministry has 5 components: 
Worship, Learning, Fellowship, Service and Mentoring.  We’ll worship and pray, explore the Scriptures and the 
History of God’s Grace in the midst of his people, enjoy outings, retreats and Youth Events, find meaningful ways to 
explore Christ’s call to experience the fullness of living through service to others, and develop a relationship with a 
mentor, who will invest time and energy in the development of our Faith.  Through these activities and events, we’ll 
explore the significance of our Baptism into the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We’ll seek to develop 
our relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and to more fully engage with living out our Faith each day. 

On Sunday, September 9 (Rally Sunday), I would like to invite 1
st
 and 2

nd
 year Confirmation Students and their 

parents to meet briefly with me in Luther Hall after worship to review the upcoming Confirmation schedule.  It is 
very important that students and parents make this meeting.  If you are not able, please contact me to make 
alternative arrangements.  (NOTE: This meeting is only for those who will be attending Confirmation this coming 
year… if you are being confirmed this October, you need not attend this meeting.)  Also at this meeting, we will 
have our annual Acolyte Training.  This is important also, and we invite the parents to also observe what goes 
into this valuable ministry.  Enjoy the rest of your summer and see you then! 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The September collection for the Pearl City Food Pantry is Peanut Butter and the collection for Mother 

Hubbard's Cupboard is baby wipes.  

September 2, 2018-Prayer Shawl Outreach in Luther Hall following church at 10 am. 

September 4, 2018-Mexican Train Dominoes-9:00a.m. in Luther Hall 

September 18, 2018-Bible Study and Lunch  at Lake Carroll. Meet at 9:45 am for coffee and tea.  The Bible 
Study will be led by Lynda Palmer and begin at 10 am.  Lunch will be order from a limited menu at 11 am.   

September 22, 2018-NIS Women of the ELCA annual convention- at Trinity Lutheran, Church, Harvard, 

IL,  “Hope for the Homeless"“ St John's voting delegate is Lynda Palmer and our NW Conference Representative 

is Twila Simler. 

November 26, 2018-”Branson on the Road"“ at the White Pines.  40 people have signed up for the White Pines 

Outing.  Please pay St. John’s Women’s Gathering by Sept. 1 to hold your reservation.  If you have not signed up 

and are interested, please call Karen Bremmer at 815-821-4698 to be put on a waiting list.  Thank you! 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

Joy Choir will start again on Thursday, September 6 right after school until 
approximately 4:05.   All youth in Kindergarten through 6th grade are 
welcome.  Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 3:15 pm to 4:05 pm.  The Joy 

Choir will sing at worship on Sunday, September 30.  Thanks, Kathy Hillmer, Director. 

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the month at 9 

am.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, September 4th  from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are invited.  

You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

Prayer Concerns (July 29-August 19, 2018): Jerilyn Strohecker, Beth Schneider, Lynn & Sue Jansen, Deb 
Lindeman, Dave Carter, Darlene Timpe, April Eberle, Nicole Merboth, Shaun Otto, Cathy Broshous, Erica 
Hoyer, Bill Liebenstein, Mike Liebenstein, Amber Heinrich, Jason Raab, Roger Kloepping, Allen George, 
Raymond Frary, Mary James, all the people in the world with cancer, Lee Harbison, Sandy Keltner, Pat Klotz, 
Peggy Lauber, Deana Gilbert, Audry & Asa Wilcox, Carol Rouse and Nick Knoup. 

The family and friends of  Elwyn Anderson, Richard “Dick” Boyer, Bob Dole, Marge Niesman, Armin 
Groezinger and Connie Stamm. 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Grace Meal News. . .  

From the Worship & Music Committee. . .  
Chancel Choir:  Chancel Choir will practice the last Sunday of each month starting at 8 a.m. in the choir room 
(lower level) and practice at 8:15 a.m. on the first Sunday of each month.  The Chancel Choir will sing at the 9 
a.m. service on the first Sunday of each month.  Those who enjoy singing – consider joining the Choir.  There will 
not be evening rehearsals, just Sunday mornings on the last Sunday and first Sunday starting on August 26 at 8 a.m.   

Thank you to the Heimerdinger Family for preparing and serving the August Grace Meal.  Thank you to those 
who made deliveries: Bob Hasselman, Gwen Heimerdinger, Kathy Williams, Linda Albright and Terry & Joyce 
Kempel.  Special appreciation to all who helped in the kitchen:  Kathy Williams, Linda Albright, Carol Zier, and 
Brenda Hass.   Forty meals were delivered with 21 additional carry-outs and 21 were served in Luther Hall.  

St. John’s Grace Meal                
Please join us for St. John’s monthly Grace Meal on the 3rd Sunday of each month at noon. 

Not only is this a wonderful time for fellowship for those who dine in but also a time to 

reach out to our community with deliveries.  If you know of anyone in our community that 

would like to join us then please invite them to dine with us! If there is someone that can’t attend but 

would benefit from a meal please let me know so that I may add them to our deliveries.  Please pray 

about helping prepare a meal for the 2018 sign-up sheet has been posted in the narthex. This does not 

need to be an elaborate meal and you can be reimbursed for the food you prepare.  Ask a few friends 

to join in the preparation!  

Any questions please contact Beth Schneider (815)541-5919 or by email youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com  

 Serve One Another in Love….Galatians 5:13 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  

Our Second Significant Fundraiser 

A few years ago, The Strategic Planning Committee asked you to fill out a questionnaire about St. John's.  One of the questions 

had to do with finances.  Many members suggested that we do a significant fundraiser to help insure that the many ministries of 

St. John's would continue. 

Many fundraisers require a significant amount of work in planning, organizing, set up, tearing down and clean up.  There isn't 

physical labor involved in this fundraiser, but it will take many of our members out of their comfort zone.  The Finance/Memorial 

Committee has again recommended that the Calendar Fundraiser be done this year.  The Church Council has approved this 

suggestion. 

We will again be selling raffle calendars at $30 each.  There will be drawings each week in 2019 and the winner will receive 

$200.  We hope to sell 1,000 calendars.  This will generate at least an additional $15,000 to help us meet our financial obligations. 

A packet of calendars will be given to our members to sell.  We ask that all calendars that you do not plan to sell be turned back to 

the Calendar Committee as soon as possible, but no later than December 1st, so that they can redistributed to those who need 

more calendars to sell.  

The calendar profits of last year have almost been used up.  We have had to dip into the Calendar fund at least five times this year 

to pay our bills.  We have not had to borrow from the bank yet!  Our line of credit at the bank would not have covered the amount 

we removed from the calendar fund so far this year to pay our bills. 

The committee members are Marion, Chris, Joan, Lori, Theresa, Dianne, Ann and Pastor, co-chaired by DJ & myself. 

Your support of this year's Calendar Fundraiser is essential in order for St. John's  to continue its many ministries.  

Bob Roiland, co-chair  

July-August Calendar Raffle Winners 
July 25: Elmer Miller, Pearl City, IL  August 1: Randy Lockner, Freeport, IL 
August 8: Kade Munson, Winnebago, IL August 15: Keith & Linda Harbison, Lemont, IL 
August 22: Kim Lorig, Lena, IL 

mailto:youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com


From the Stewardship Committee. .  

Attention Thrivent Members:  Are you a Thrivent member?  If so, you are eligible to receive 
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s.  Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker, 
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action 
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year 
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.   

Being a disciple means showing two key traits:  diligence and devotion. 

Being diligent means that you are persistent in exertion of body and/or mind.  Someone who is diligent 
has an idea of where he/she is starting, knows where he/she wants to get, and devises a plan on how 
to get there.  Being devoted means having an earnest attachment to a cause or person. So, someone 
who is devoted has a plan and sees it through to the end--no matter how difficult. 

So, if you remember, last month we gave you an assignment:  Using your 2017 tax return, find your 
income (net income, adjusted income, whatever you wished)  AND Using your statement from the 
church, find your total amount given to the church in 2017. Using these two things, your math 
assignment for this month is to do one of the following two things: 

1.Take the amount you gave to the church in 2017 and divide by your total income.  Then multiply 
that number by 100. This is your percent of giving. The ultimate goal is to reach at tithe (10%) or 
more, but most of us are only working towards this goal.  So, add to your amount given until you 
see a 1%-3% gain in your percent of giving. 

OR 

2.  Take your total amount given and divide it by 52 to figure out your weekly amount of 
giving.  Take that amount and multiply by (0.05-0.10). That is the amount we would like you to add 
to your weekly giving.  This amount is easier to see on a weekly level. 

Now, with all that math done, the time has come for you to start your discipleship.  The time has come 
to put your diligence and devotion to use! You have found your starting point and calculated your 
ending point.  Now, all that is left is devising the plan to get from one to the other. This can take many 
forms, but remember that giving to the church is based on the idea of First Fruit Giving.  That means, 
when you are putting your plan together, plan on your church giving first and work around that in your 
budgeting plan. 

Remember, giving to the church is important!  It helps keep the air conditioning/heat on, it helps keep 
the lights on, but most importantly, it helps the ministries of the church to reach out to the Pearl City 
community and beyond.  But in addition to doing all of those things for the church and community, your 
giving helps you practice diligence and devotion and helps you become a better disciple. 

In October we are going to ask you to put all the calculating and planning on paper on Commitment 
Sunday.  Prior to that we are planning a few Temple Talks--so if you have a story to share with the 
congregation--let us know! 

Summer Brat Stand  
Thank you to all those who worked or had any part in the 2018 

Summer Brat Stand.  We appreciate your help immensely! 

Sunday School and Rally Day Info. . . .  
Rally Day will be held on Sunday, September 9 and will focus on “Digging Deeper 
Together”  We will tie in our new Sunday School curriculum, “Dig In,” with a cross
-generational bond with the entire Congregation.  Let’s Dig In Together.  
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 16 at 10:15 am.  



Helping Hands/Health Ministry Committee . . .  
The Health Ministry bulletin board has some great information, located in the south west corridor.  

Caring H.E.A.R.T.s is available to help with service needs, please contact Twila Simler. 

Encounter is an open group to come together in God’s loving presence and will meet in Disciples 

Den at 6 p.m. September 12th. 

Prayers of Healing, with anointing, will be briefly after worship on September 16th  

Quench is a time for working woman to gather together at Little John’s Tap at 6:30 p.m. on the 

first Monday of the month. In honor of Labor Day, Quench will meet on October 1st.     

Health topic discussions will be on September 30th after worship. Please drop your health questions/topics in the 

HEALTH box, under the bulletin board. 

Book Study – In the Middle of the Mess, Sheila Walsh. “The trials we face in this life can feel overwhelming. 

We can convince ourselves we are too far away from God’s grace for it to reach us where we are. This six-

session video study shows how to use spiritual disciplines to break free from the cycle of despair and experience 

joy as a child of God.”  Meeting in the Samaritan Room in the LL at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, September 6, 13, 20, 

27. October 4, 11. All are welcome, even if you haven’t read the book or can only attend one session.  

Pathway is a connection ministry, designed to ensure encouragement with three different groups: High School 

Graduates, Intergenerational, and Cards. If you are interested in participating in Pathway or have any questions, 

please contact Leann Heimerdinger. Currently, we are seeking Pathway mentors for the High School Graduate, 

which will formally take place on September 9th. 

Leann achieved her Faith Community Nurse (FCN) certification this summer and is passionate about promoting 

health as a wholeness within the intentional integration of faith. The role of a FCN includes advocacy, education, 

referrals, and the interconnected unity of mind, body, and spirit. 

More information will be available on the bulletin board. 

Helping Hands/Health Ministry 

Leann G. Heimerdinger RN, BSN, FCN, Volunteer Coordinator 

 
Back to School Prayer: 
Dear Lord, use my eyes 
to see new friends. 
Open my ears to hear my 
teacher. Let my heart 
remember you are near 
when I’m afraid. Help me 
to love others like you 
do. I want to shine your 
light so bright in my 
school. Amen 



Get Ready to Dig In!!  
Sunday School will be starting soon!! Join us as we DIG IN to our faith and journey into 
discipleship together!!  Save the Date: Rally Day is September 9 

Brat Stand 

Oct. 12-13 
Please reserve October 12th & 13th to help at the Cub 

Foods Store (Freeport) Brat Stand.  All proceeds will 

go to St. John’s.  The sign-up form will be available at 

the end of September.  Contact Bob Roiland if you 

have any questions. 



Duties of the Church for September 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

Sept. 2 Mark & Kelly Lawler  
Bob & Cindy 

Ditzler 
Twila Simler 

DJ Scott 

Twila Simler 
 

Sept. 9 
Gordon & Carol 

Garnhart 

Bob & Darla 

Hasselman 
Kris Eden 

Chris Kempel 

Ron DePrisco 
 

Sept. 16 
Jean Lutz & Jenaro 

Ramos Family 

Larry & Kathy 

Albrecht 
Brent Schneider 

Michele Schiess 

Lynda Palmer 
 

Sept. 23 
Bonnie Dittmar and 

Twila Simler 
Jack & Jodi Revels Paul Handsaker 

Marion & Kris 

Eden 
 

Sept. 30 
Lois Hunsaker and  

Dennis Kruse 
DJ & Sandy Scott April Eberle 

Kim Williams 

Earlene Domberger 
 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Janet Ferguson and a group effort! 

September Birthdays 

2  Mike DeZell 
3 Ken Hillmer 
 Scott Sheffey 
5  Darlene Hershey 
6 Chad Bremmer 
7  Katelyn Little  
8 D. J. Scott 
 Angie Niehaus  
 Kyle Niehaus  
11  Lynette Moore 

12  JoAnn Blackmore 
14    Jacob Albright 
15  Judy Robinson 
16   Zachary Brinkmeier 
17   Allie Baumgartner 

 Anne Marie Harbison 
 Beth Schneider 
19   Brenda Smargiassi 
  Jenaro Ramos 
20  Gena Gray 

21  Leann Heimerdinger 
 Ann DeZell 

22 Cassie Garnhart 
23  Kara Hofmaster 

 Terry Kempel 
26 Carrie Hass 
27 Janette Scott 
28 Zacharah  Wichman 
29 Treasea Perdue  

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .  

The Pearl City Food Pantry supplies and funds are very low.  They could use your help with the following food items or 
make a monetary donation at the Pearl City State Bank:  Boxes with packets of Oatmeal (flavored), pudding (regular 
size, regular and sugar-free), jello (any flavor but orange in regular or sugar-free), packets of instant potatoes, macaroni 
and cheese, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni, canned spaghetti and meatballs or ravioli, noodles, canned diced tomatoes, 
kidney beans-light and dark, tomato sauce (15 oz cans), soups (except tomato or cream of broccoli), individual 4 packs 
of pudding and fruit, canned fruits (pineapple, mandarin oranges and fruit cocktail), canned vegetables (carrots, beets, 
mushrooms, potatoes), canned meats (chicken, tuna, SPAM), brown sugar, ketchup, mustard and black pepper.   

If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays of the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non perishable food items may be brought to St. 
John’s or delivered directly to the food pantry on the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am. 

From the Office . . .  
I, Dianne, Parish Administrator, will be off work on September 14 and 26-28.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship 

27 

5:15 pm 

Helping Hands/
Health Ministries 

Meeting 

28 

6 pm Women’s 
Gathering Annual 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

29 

 

30 

9:30 am Worship & 

Music Committee 

Meeting 

31 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

Sept. 1 

 

2 

SCRIP Orders Due 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am: Prayer Shawl Ministry 

3 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

4 

9 am: Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

5 

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7 pm Christian Education 

Committee Meeting 

6 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Book Study 

7 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

8 

 

9    

9 am Worship Service 10:15 am Rally Day 

10:15 am Property Committee 

10:20 am Acolyte Training/Confirmation  

                  Meeting 

11 am SPOTS 

6 pm 4-H Meeting 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

10 

 

11 

5 pm Strategic 

Planning Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

12 

6 pm Encounter 

13 

10:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Book Study 

14 
Pastor’s Day 

Off  

15 
Luther 

Hall 

used for 

Grace 

Meal 

Prep 

16 

9 am Worship Service followed by Healing  

                 Service 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee  

               Meeting 

10:30 am New Member Class 

11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace  

           Meals 

Noon Community Grace Meal 

2 pm Luther Hall Rented 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

17 

7 pm Bible Study 

18 
9:45 am 
Women’s 
Gathering at Lake 

Carroll 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

19 

7 pm Council Meeting 

20 

October 

Newsletter Deadline 

10:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Book Study 

21 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

22 
 

23 

9 am Worship 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

11 am SPOTS 

1 pm Girl Scouts 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

24 

7 pm Bible Study 

25 

6 pm Women’s 
Gathering Annual 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

26 

 

27 

10:30 am Bible Study 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 pm Book Study 

28 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

29 

 

30 

8 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9 am Worship 

10 am Health Topic Discussion 

10:15 am Dig In Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

      

September  2018 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

Pastor at Professional Leaders 

Conference 


