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A Word That Doesn’t Change With the Times 

The Beauty of the Liturgy 

Too often, we are tempted to treat our liturgy as something else, perhaps something more worldly.   

 We are tempted to treat the liturgy as if it were a meeting agenda, deciding what to add here and there, 

and what to table for another time.   

 We are tempted to treat the liturgy as if it were a motion picture screenplay, editing out things that the 

novel’s original author thought were crucial because of time constraints.  

 We are tempted to treat the liturgy as if it were a variety show, creating just the right balance of 

sophisticated arias and entertaining ditties, so as to keep the audience entertained. 

All the while, perhaps forgetting the beauty of the liturgy.  Forgetting that we don’t need to add or 

subtract anything.  In and of itself, the liturgy, which literally means “the work of the people,” is something 

far more awe-inspiring than anything we could ever devise on our own.   

Occasionally, someone will ask me, “Is there anything special this Sunday?”  I routinely will answer, 

“Yes, we are celebrating the Eucharist.”  While another may interpret this to be a smart-aleck type of answer, 

I would disagree.  Something special?  How much more special could “beholding and consuming the very 

body and blood, the very real presence, of Jesus Christ our Lord” could we get? 

I recently read a piece online from a website called “Together at One Altar” which I would like to 

share: 

“The well-planned liturgy, brought to life through the prayerful ministry of gifted and 

experienced people, is a work of art. It flows, it has integrity, it is beautiful. At such a liturgy our 

attention is drawn to the Scriptures, the rituals, the music, the rich silence, the prayers of the assembly, 

the worship of God.” - T. Cotter, “Called to Preside” 

The word ‘liturgy’ comes from the Greek leitourgia meaning a public service or voluntary work 

of the people. People create liturgy, and good liturgy requires the bringing together of many talents 

and ministries. The music, art, furnishings and vestments need to be the best and most worthy we can 

bring before God. And to our proclamation of scripture, our processions, liturgical actions and 

prayers we must bring a most authentic spirit. 

Liturgy is about more than words. Everything that is visible needs to communicate something of 

the mystery we are celebrating: the altar cloths, the Priest’s vestments, the flowers, the images and 

statues, the furnishings, the colors of the liturgical season … all of these help to create the atmosphere 

of prayer and silently convey an invitation to worship. 

Those entrusted with creating the environment for liturgy have the task of providing the People 

of God with a beautiful and worthy place for worship. The key to the ideal liturgical environment is 

noble simplicity. Any form of clutter is to be avoided. Noble simplicity does not necessarily equate with 

expense. It equates with what is genuine, simple and beautiful. 

 



Within the Mass, music serves a variety of needs. It gathers the voice of the assembly into one. 

It accompanies processions. It invites people to listen and to praise, but it never dominates. It 

expresses the mood of the liturgical season. Music has the power to enrich the liturgy and to bring 

depth to the prayer of the assembly. It involves people. Singing together expresses our unity in prayer 

and the Church’s unity as the Body of Christ. Liturgical musicians, whether instrumentalists or 

cantors, bring their faith and talents to serve the Church’s worship. In this way they invite the 

assembly to full, conscious and active participation in liturgy. 

Noble simplicity is the key to good liturgy. Everything that is seen, heard, touched, and tasted 

in liturgy has to bear the weight of divine mystery and needs therefore to be beautiful in the true sense 

of beauty. The altar, vessels, books and furniture are to be worthy of what they represent: the altar 

must be the most beautiful table the community can provide because it represents Christ himself; the 

vessels (the chalice and paten) are to be worthy of holding the Body and Blood of Christ; the Book of 

Gospels that is held high needs to convey that here, in this book, are the sacred texts to be proclaimed 

as the living Word of God. Even the seating in the place of worship is important because the people 

are the Body of Christ gathered, in full view of one another, around the altar. The People of God are 

as holy as the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ because together they are, by their 

baptism, Christ’s Body. 

Everything, therefore, needs to be taken into consideration. Nothing is too small. Even the way 

people are welcomed as they enter the place of worship is important. Everyone has a part to play 

because, together, we are the Body of Christ and each person is a significant part of it. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, July 11; 7:30 am: Note that this is the second Wednesday this month! 

Returning to Little John’s , Pearl City 

Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and 

casual conversation in the midst of another busy week! 

Pastor-Led Bible Studies at St. John’s 
Coming This Fall! 

MONDAY EVENINGS 7:00 pm * Beginning September 10 

“APOCALYPSE:  Daniel & Revelation” 
Apocalyptic books in the Bible report mysterious revelations that are mediated by angels and disclose a supernatural 
world.  Please join us, beginning on September 10, as we dig into some of these more difficult-to-understand biblical 
texts.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 

 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 9:30 am * Beginning September 13  
 “The Prophet Imagination of Jeremiah”  

Of all of the Old Testament prophets, the words of Jeremiah give more insight into both the personality and person of the 
prophet than any other.  He was a prophet of wrath who lived in an age of wrath; and when he grieved, he was never hesi-
tant to invite God into that grief with pleading and complaint.  Please join us, beginning on September 13, as we will 
begin our Bible Study on a prophet in whom we may see a bit of our own grieving selves.  We conclude by 10:30 am.  

Bring your Bible and a friend! 



A Special “Thank You”… 
…to Leann Heimerdinger and all those who worked and helped to make this year’s Vacation Bible School a 

rousing success!  We had more than 50 children present from Monday til Friday, followed by an energetic and 

inspiring VBS Program on Saturday evening.   

Give me the T! TEAM means “we,” not “me.” 

Give me the E! Everyone deserves my respect. 

Give me the A! All of us make mistakes. 

Give me the M! My attitudes and actions matter. 

What do we have? TEAM Spirit! 

Thank you to all the VBS volunteers: Jodi Nieman, Lavone Dietmeier, Nancy Trampel, Kylie Baker, Conor 

DeZell, Karen Bremmer, Monica & Marvin Baier, Audra Lartz, Lydia Lott, Marilyn Smital, Judy & Jaden 

Robinson, Jordan Johnson, Leann Heimerdinger, Cheyenne Handsaker, Gwen Heimerdinger, Addison Bremmer 

and Gertrude Heimerdinger.  



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
In July we will be collecting Salad dressings for the Pearl City Food Pantry and Baby Wipes for Mother 

Hubbard's Kiddie Cupboard. Any new or slightly used baby toys, clothing or furniture can also be donated and 

are much appreciated.  

July 1, 2018-Prayer Shawl Outreach in Luther Hall following church 

July 3, 2018-Mexican Train Dominoes-10:00a.m. in Luther Hall 

July 17, 2018-10:00a.m.-Bible Study and salad lunch at Karen Bremmer's. More information to follow. 

July 22, 2018-Woman's Gathering will do the Service while pastor is on vacation 

August 28, 2018-Woman’s Gathering Annual Meeting in Luther Hall 

November 26, 2018-”Branson on the Road"“ at the White Pines.  Sign up and pay $40.00 to Lori Kempel or 

Karen Bremmer 

 

Pearl City Food Pantry-St. John's will be working at the pantry the month of July.  We need a few more 

workers on the last Saturday of July from 9-11.  Contact  Janet Ferguson or Doris Kness if you can help.  The 

Pantry was low on cleaning products, paper products  and any canned fruits and meats.  Thanks for all of your 

donations. 

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

Worship Service Update:  Susan Ekstrand will lead the worship service on July 1st while Pastor 

Ekstrand is at the National Youth Gathering.  The Women’s Gathering will lead the worship service 

on July 22 and Pastor Stees will preside over worship on July 29th.  Pastor Ekstrand will be away on 

vacation for the services on July 22 & 29. 

Prayer Concerns (May 27-June 17, 2018): Jerilyn Strohecker, Twila Simler, John Mallo, AnneMarie 
Harbison, Jeff Boop and boys, Gina Boop, Lynn Jansen, Mary Norman, Larry Albrecht, Audrey & Asa 
Wilcox, Janis Nilsen, Nilda Klatt, Karl Harmon, Dave Carter, Kathy Williams, Marie Lartz, Bruce Johnson, 
Connie Loberg, Joe & Louise Cuccio, Shaun Otto, April Eberle, Lyle Reap, Bill Palmer, Robert Reber, Jonah 
Schubert, Gina Ganschow, Cathy Broshous, Jana Breuning, Mike Strohecker, Martha Morris, Marge 
Niesman, Rickie Boyle, Bill Leibenstine, Rachel Hendee, Sue Jansen, Darlene Timpe, Walt Schaefer and Gary 
Edwards. 

The family and friends of Brian Williams, Ruth Fairchild, George Visel and Frank Doyle. 

From the Worship & Music Committee. . .  

Outdoor Worship Service:  The August 12th St. John’s Worship Service will be held 

at Blackhawk Monument, Kent.  Rolls, Juice and Coffee will be served at 9:30 am with 

the Worship Service starting at 10 am.  Please bring lawn chairs and bug spray.   

During the August 19 th worship service, we will have a special blessing for those returning to 
school.  Students are asked to bring their book bags for blessings.  We will also have a special 
blessing for our public school teachers starting the year as well as the Sunday School teachers 
who will be returning to Whirl Sunday School.  We hope that all of our young people and 
teaching staff members in any school will take part in this blessing service.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office for further information.  

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Grace Meal News. . .  

St. John’s Grace Meal                
Please join us for St. John’s monthly Grace Meal on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at noon. Not only is this a wonderful time for fellowship for those who 

dine in but also a time to reach out to our community with deliveries.  If you 

know of anyone in our community that would like to join us then please invite 

them to dine with us! If there is someone that can’t attend but would benefit 

from a meal please let me know so that I may add them to our deliveries.  Please 

pray about helping prepare a meal for the 2018 sign-up sheet has been posted in the narthex. This does 

not need to be an elaborate meal and you can be reimbursed for the food you prepare.  Ask a few 

friends to join in the preparation!  

Any questions please contact Beth Schneider (815)541-5919 or by email youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com  

 Serve One Another in Love….Galatians 5:13 

From the Director of Youth Ministries. . .  

Thanks so much to everyone who provided 

prizes, bought tickets or made a donation 

for our Houston Squad's raffle! 

Here are the WINNERS!! 

Congratulations!! 

Chris Kempel ~ Cubs quilt 

P Erickson Miller ~ Cubs pillow 

Marge & Bob Roiland ~  Cutting Board #1  

Karl Bronn ~  Cutting Board #2  

Sharon Webster ~  Lotion Set  

June Grace Meal:  Thank you to all those who helped in any way with the June Grace Meal:  Beth, Brent, 
Kayla and Quinn Schneider, Tevin Sellers, Leann Heimerdinger, Theresa Albers, Linda Albright and Kathy 
Williams.  Twenty-eight dined in Luther Hall, 41 meals were delivered and 30 additional carry-outs were given.  
Thanks again! 

NYG Schedule 

Tuesday 6/26   Depart from St. John's PC 3:30 coach bus 

Wednesday 6/27 Arrive in Houston!!! Opening worship  

Thursday 6/28 Service Learning 

Friday 6/29  Interactive Learning 

Saturday 6/30  Synod Day 

Sunday 7/1  Worship & head for home 

Monday 7/2  Arrive back at St. John's PC 

You can live stream most evenings www.elca.org under the Youth Gathering 

tab.  Find us on FaceBook, Instagram & Twitter  

From the Worship & Music Committee Cont. . .  
Chancel Choir:  Chancel Choir will practice the last Sunday of each month starting at 8 a.m. in the choir room 
(lower level) and practice at 8:15 a.m. on the first Sunday of each month.  The Chancel Choir will sing at the 9 
a.m. service on the first Sunday of each month.  Those who enjoy singing – consider joining the Choir.  There will 
not be evening rehearsals, just Sunday mornings on the last Sunday and first Sunday starting on August 26 at 8 a.m.   

mailto:youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com
http://www.elca.org/


Helping Hands Committee . . .  

From the Social Ministry Committee . . .  

 Kathy Larson visited Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at Naperville on Sunday, May 20, 2018, 

while visiting family.  

Visited Another Church . . .  

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday 

of the month at 9 am.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, July 3  from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are 

invited.  You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

From the Stewardship & Outreach Committee. .  

ELCA Good Gifts Project:  Thank you from the Social Ministry Committee for 
your generous donation to the ELCA Good Gifts project.  We collected $750.85 
and met our goals in all four areas, which were 5 honeybee hives, vaccinations 
for 10 children, 5000 water purification tablets and renewing 3 congregations 
within the ELCA.  Thanks again for your generosity and support of these 
important projects.  

From the Calendar Committee . . .  
May-June Calendar Raffle Winners 
May 30: Lucas Bremmer, Pearl City, IL  June 6: Diane Edler, Pearl City, IL 
June 13: Connie & Doug Brady, Pearl City, IL June 20: Lisa Knox, Dakota IL 

Attention Thrivent Members:  Are you a Thrivent member?  If so, you are eligible to receive 
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s.  Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker, 
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action 
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year 
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.   

The School Supply collection will begin on July 1.  In addition to folders, pencils, col-

ored pencils and markers the school is in need of items for a new math curriculum.  

Please consider donating these items this year: plastic containers (shoe box size), dice, 

meter sticks, rubber bands, dry erase markers, glue sticks, tooth picks, sentence strips, 

patty papers (5.5 x 5.5 cm), highlighters, grid paper, masking tape, chart paper and 

brad fasteners (small). Thank you so much for your generosity.   

Brat Stand: To continue the Brat Stand this summer additional help is needed for set-up at 10 am and tear 

down at 2 pm.  Please contact Sharon Knoup or Dianne at the church office if you are able to help.  Volunteers 

are also needed to work shifts from 10 am - 2 pm.  The Brat Stand promotes St. John’s as well as financially 

contributes to the Current Fund. 

Watch the bulletin board in the south corridor for new displays: July’s theme is Safe Food and the theme for 

August is Vaccinations.  Members of the Helping Hand Committee are available for Blood Pressure checks.   



Mark your calendar for this year’s St. John’s Brat Stand!  Volunteers 
are needed.  Sign-up today!!! 

The brat stand will be held adjacent to the Pearl City Post Office. 
  July 7 & 21    August 4, 19 & 25 
  September 1 

Hope you to see you there! 

Summer Brat Stand Dates  



Organist:  Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters:  Bonnie Dittmar and Kathy Albrecht 

Duties of the Church for July 

July Birthdays 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

July 1 Jim & Pam Richards 
Marion & Kris 

Eden 

Leann 

Heimerdinger 
 Cody Pitts 

July8 
Bob & Darla 

Hasselman 

Brian & Michele 

Schiess 
Jane Boop 

Jane Boop 

Kathy Williams 
Brianna Stager 

July 15 
Karen & Ron 

Bremmer 
DJ & Sandy Scott Dennis Downs 

Theresa Albers 

Ron Bremmer 
Conor DeZell 

July 22 
Rich & MaryAnn 

Kliman 

Rob & Chris 

Knoup Family 
Kathy Larson  Ben Bremmer 

July 29 Marion & Kris Eden 
Scott & Marlyse 

Johnson Family 
Joel Kempel 

Paul Handsaker 

Kris Eden 
Cheyenne 
Handsaker 

3 Cole Miller  
6 Brenda Hass 
 Donnie Miller  
7 Chet Brinkmeier 
8 Shyanna Ditzler 
 Peyton Brudi 
9 Bob Hasselman  

10 Benjamin Bremmer 
 Benjamin Miller 
12 Tina Boop 
14 Lynda Palmer 
17 Amy Roling 
18  Marvin Klatt 
 Susan Ekstrand 

19 Ava Bremmer  
20 Jim Brinkmeier 
24 Ryan Potter  
 Reese Montgomery  
28 Stacey Block 
31 Brandon Hille  

Pearl City Food 
Pantry Needs . . .  

The Pearl City Food Pantry is in 
need of all items.  However, 
consider items pertinent to the 
quick meals at home and items for 
summer foods. 
If you would like to donate items 
from your garden or bread, please 
deliver items directly to the food 
pantry on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of the month between 
8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non 
perishable food items may be 
brought to St. John’s or delivered 
directly to the food pantry on the 1st 
Saturday of the month between 9 
and 11 am. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

SCRIP Orders Due 

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am: Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

2 

 

3 

9 am: Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

4 

 

Happy 4th of July 

Office Closed 

5 

 

6 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

7 

11 am: Brat 

Stand  

 

8    

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Property Committee Meeting 

10:15 am Helping Hands Committee   

                 Meeting 

9 

 

10 

6:30 pm Strategic 

Planning Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

11 

7:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

6 pm Christian 

Education Committee 

Meeting 

12 

 

13 
Pastor’s Day 

Off  

14 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

15 

9 am Worship Service 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee  

               Meeting 

11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace  

           Meals 

Noon Community Grace Meal 

16 

 

17 
10 am Women’s 
Gathering Bible 

Study & Lunch 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

18 

7:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

19 

 

20 

August 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

21 
11 am: Brat 

Stand  

22 

9 am Worship 

 

23 

 

24 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

25 

6:30 pm 

SPLAT Picnic 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

9 am Worship 

30 31 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

    

July 2018 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

Pastor Ekstrand Away on Vacation 

Pastor Ekstrand Away on Vacation 

Pastor Ekstrand Away on Vacation 

From the Office . . .  
Please plan ahead!!! 

Dianne will be off-work in the mornings on June 27-29 and working as needed due to the Stephenson County 

Fair.  I will be checking emails and voicemail messages for Pastoral care needs.  

Please note:  I will be working the mornings of July 2-3.  Then I will be off-work again July 5-13.  I will be in 

the office at random times to prepare for services, etc.  I will continue to check emails and voicemail 

messages throughout that time.   

Then I will off-work again on July 18-20, 2018.  I will be checking emails and voicemail messages for 

Pastoral care needs.  


