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The True Measure of Fruitfulness 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no 

fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you 

bear much fruit and become my disciples.  (John 15:1-8) 

What is it to be fruitful?  How do we measure how fruitful, or in the language of today, how do we 

measure how “successful” something is?  For “success” is what we strive for.  And in today’s day and age, 

we measure success in a number of different ways.  We live in a society where statistics mean everything.  

We measure our success by statistics.   

And when faced with a choice between two ways in which to issue information, we will often choose 

the way that makes us look more successful.  It’s human to do it that way. 

Frequently, we look to numbers of people for such a sense of fruitfulness and success.  Contestants on 

American who get the least fruitful response to an evening’s vote will go away.  No, it really doesn’t have 

that much to do with who the best singer is.  It’s whose tactics added up to the most fruitful vote totals that 

matters. 

And so we do this in the church, don’t we?   

We measure our fruitfulness by the number of warm bodies that have darkened the doorway.  We 

know that faith most certainly can bring people to church.  But then again, so can other things, such as a 

particular event, holiday, family gathering, or the choir that happens to be singing that day.   And so we find 

that attendance, the number of those present, is not a reliable way to measure the Holy Spirit’s fruitfulness. 

There’s another way we often measure our fruitfulness.  When speaking about “success,” we may be 

inclined to go by financial figures.  But as with anything, financial numbers can reflect a different picture than 

is really the case.  Measuring by means of an entity’s finances can be, at best, an unreliable measure of 

fruitfulness. 

What other ways do we measure fruitfulness?  Public exposure.  No publicity is bad publicity, at least 

says entertainment types.  But in God’s work among his people, isn’t it true that there are some very faithful 

ministries happening that can and should go completely unnoticed by the greater populace of the congregation 

in order to do their work more fully? 

In this passage, our Lord Jesus is talking about the fruitfulness of the new life we receive in him.  And 

we find that that fruitfulness is measured in a far different way than we use to measure “success” in most 

aspects of our lives.  Does Jesus say, “Those who have borne the most fruit are those with the largest church 

attendances?”  Not at all, lest we be tempted to boast of ours.   

Measuring numbers of people has nothing to do with it.  We could look at the financial figures.  But that 

too has nothing to do with it. 

 



Rather, Christ speaks of a fruitfulness in him that goes far beyond large masses of people or huge 

financial budgets.  This is a fruitfulness that only comes in and through him, Jesus Christ, who is the vine.  A 

fruitfulness that cannot be measured by attendance, or in monetary terms, or in terms of wide media exposure.  

But rather, fruitfulness that can only be expressed in terms of relationship.  A fruitfulness that is made manifest 

in the absolute certainty of a good and enduring and perfect relationship that our saving Lord brings us into 

through the waters of baptism. 

He abides in us.  He lives in us.  And in doing so, invites us to abide in him.  That’s the fruitfulness he 

gives us.  For that relationship that he has made possible is that which saves us and bring us everlasting life.  

And we have the certainty that this is sure.  His abiding relationship with us permeates every bit of our being, 

far beyond even that which we can comprehend.  Far, far greater than any way we could try to measure 

success in our earthly and easily manipulated ways.  For that is the measure, the only measure, of our 

fruitfulness in Christ.  It’s the relationship that our Lord describes as “abiding.”   

And we have the promise that he has many, many, unlimited abiding places for us.  When we 

remember that passage in John’s gospel about his kingdom having many rooms, or mansions, a direct 

translation is, many “abiding places.”  It is unlimited.  Far beyond success.  The fruitfulness that we can only 

receive from the vine of he who lived, died, and has risen again for our salvation.  Thanks be to God! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ekstrand  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Wednesday,  May 9  at 7:30 am - Note that this is the second Wednesday this month! 

Little John’s, 147 S. Main Street, Pearl City 
Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and 

casual conversation in the midst of another busy week! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

The Southern Minor Prophets 
Thursday Mornings     9:30 am in the Conference Room 

 (No Class Holy Week and the Week after Easter Sunday, March 29 & April 5) 

The Minor Prophets from the Southern Kingdom of Judea convey in no uncertain terms what 

God thinks about oppression, injustice, and neglect of the poor. The blunt language of these 
prophets can get our attention in a way that few other things can, and this study of these 
prophets is a call for each of us to return to the ways of the Lord.  Join Pastor Ekstrand as we 

take a lively look at these two early prophets! 

 May 3 Zechariah (cont.)     May 17 Joel 
 May 10 Malachi      May 24 Jonah 

Thespians in Our Midst, Thank You! 
Pastor Ekstrand would like to extend a warm “thank you” to all who participated 
as actors and actresses in our 2018 Lenten Drama Series, “Dialogues With the 

Other”: Theresa Albers, Ben Bremmer, Carter Brudi, Karen Bremmer, Marion 
Eden, Susan Ekstrand, Xander Gray, Garrett Handsaker, Kathy Hillmer, Jim 

Richards, and Pam Richards.  You did a great job!!! 

Eve of the Ascension (Holy Eucharist) 
Please join us as we will gather around the Lord’s Table and celebrate our Lord’s 

Ascension, accompanied by the extinguishing of the Paschal Candle, on the Eve of the 
Ascension, Wednesday, May 9.  This service is about a half hour long and allows us to 
celebrate the time when our resurrected Lord Jesus returned to his Father and 

promised the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Please plan to attend! 



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

The Women’s Gathering Activities: 
The collection for the Pearl City Food Pantry in May is condiments (catsup, mustard, relish, BBQ sauce etc.) 

and the usual baby wipes for Mother Hubbard's Cupboard.  Bring any of these items and put in the bins in the 

back of the church.  

April 28, 2018-NISCO Spring Retreat at LOMC in Oregon from 8:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Reservations are due 

by April 10.  Susan Ekstrand will lead the bible study on HERstory-A String of Pearls.  Worship will be led by 

Diane Dardon.  Contact Twila Simler with any questions.  

May 1- Mexican Train Dominoes at 9 a.m. in Luther Hall. 

May 3-Woman's Gathering Board Meeting @8:30 

May 6-Prayer Shawl Outreach after church.  Learn more about our ministry. 

May 15- Woman's Gathering at Logan's in Freeport  

              10 a.m.-coffee and tea 

              10:15-Bible study led by Karen Bremmer 

              11:15-Lunch-order off menu 

               We will car pool.  Sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

November 26-We will be attending White Pines for “Branson on the Road.”  

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or 

815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 

(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  You may also 

contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If 

you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.  

Prayer Concerns (April 1-22, 2018): Jerilyn Strohecker, Kathy Larson, Kim Stewart, Shaun Otto, Lyle 
Schneider, Joe Cuccio, Larry Albrecht, Dave Carter, Nilda Klatt, Audrey & Asa Wilcox, Jim Lamm, Diane 
Richardson, Lynn Janser, Raymond Frary, Carol Meador, Connie Loberg, Lyle Reap, Jennifer Gallagher, Pat 
Boyle, Kathy Kuhlmeyer, Fred Quinn, Jackie Smith, Bob Lyvers, Marge Niesman, Kelly Simler, Doris 
Ganschow, Gina Ganschow, Dennis Hill, Brian Cobb, Chris Tippet, Laura Lee Oppold, Danny Oppold and 
Harold Simler.  

The family and friends of Dorothy Eden, Richard Loberg, Steve Evans, Phillip Brunner, Yvonne Voss, Harold 
Waltons, Virgil Brinkmeier, Wanda Freiser and Spencer Yeoman. 

First of all, a big thank you to all who helped clean the kitchen and closets last month. They 
look very nice. 

Also thanks to all the ladies- and men who helped serve Dorothy Eden's funeral lunch. Your 
help was very much appreciated.  

Synod Assembly 2018 In-Kind Offering 
Basic Needs Bags for the Homeless 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ ~Matthew 25:40b 

On a single night in January 2016, state and local planning agencies in Illinois reported 11,590 people experienced homelessness.    

Collect the items listed below and place into a gallon size baggie. These will be brought to the Annual Synod Assembly June 15-16. 
The NIS Social Ministry Committee will pray over them and for those that are homeless.  We will take completed baggies home to our 

community. Keep them in your car or office and share with the homeless. 

 Warm socks 
 Juice Boxes 
 Hot Hands Hand Warmers 
 $5 McDonalds Cards 
 Wet Wipes 
 Crackers with Meat or Cheese 

 Lip Balm 
 Prayer Cards 
 Beef Jerky 
 Granola Bars 
 Hats and/or Scarves 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


Grace Meal News. . .  

St. John’s Grace Meal                
Please join us for St. John’s monthly Grace Meal on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at noon. Not only is this a wonderful time for fellowship for those who 

dine in but also a time to reach out to our community with deliveries.  If you 

know of anyone in our community that would like to join us then please invite 

them to dine with us! If there is someone that can’t attend but would benefit 

from a meal please let me know so that I may add them to our deliveries.  Please 

pray about helping prepare a meal for the 2018 sign-up sheet has been posted in the narthex. This does 

not need to be an elaborate meal and you can be reimbursed for the food you prepare.  Ask a few 

friends to join in the preparation!  

Any questions please contact Beth Schneider (815)541-5919 or by email youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com  

 Serve One Another in Love….Galatians 5:13 

National Youth Gathering 

The National Youth Gathering is quickly approaching for the 8 youth & 5 adult leaders 
from St. John’s that will be traveling to Houston, TX this June!  We will join 
approximately 35,000 other youth and adults to provide service to Houston that was so badly damaged 
by Hurricane Harvey, worship under the same roof (YES! all 35,000 of us!!), listen to great speakers, get 
together with our Synod for a special morning of worship, meet many new people but also get to know one 
another and grow in our faith. I am so very excited for all who are going to experience this gathering! It 
can be life changing! We would all like to thank you for your continued support both financially and in 
prayer! We are still working very hard to raise all the necessary funds and are at about 60%. Please give 
prayerful consideration to donating to the trip!! If you would like to make a donation please make your 
check out to St. John’s SPLAT…this can be on your taxes under charitable giving.   

Blessed & humble,   Beth & the Houston Squad               

From the Director of Youth Ministries. . .  

Now Selling Raffle Tickets 
To benefit attendees to the  

National Youth Gathering-June ‘18 

1st Prize: Handmade Cubs® Quilt 

2nd and 3rd Prize:  
Handmade Cutting Board  

4th Prize: Cubs® Pillows (set of 2) 

5th Prize: Lotion Gift Set 

Winners drawn June 17, 2018 
Tickets:  1 for $5 or 5 for $20 

Thank you to all those who helped with the April Grace Meal.  Thirty dined in Luther Hall, the youth delivered 
44 meals and had 52 additional carry-outs.  Leftover food was given to the Loberg family.  Thanks to all who 
helped in the kitchen and/or with deliveries: Keith & Doris Kness, Kris & Marty Eden, Marge & Bob Roiland, 
Dennis & Lois Hunsaker, Peyton Brudi, Judy & Rolin Nelson, Joyce & Terry Kempel, Kathy Williams, Brent & 
Beth Schneider, Lexi Daves and Nicole Sheffey.  

The May Grace Meal menu is grilled pork chops, hashbrown potato casserole, vegetable, applesauce, orange 
delight dessert and beverage.  Thank you to all those helping with the May Grace Meal. 

Now Selling Polar Camel Tumbler/Cups 
(To benefit attendees to the Nat. Youth Gathering-June ‘18) 

Select tumbler size, pick your color, choose your 
design and additional options if desired.   

See a youth member or parent before May 6th! 

mailto:youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com


 Ron and Karen Bremmer attended St. Anne’s Catholic Church on Tuesday, April 3.  Their 

granddaughter, Addison Bremmer, was confirmed by Bishop Malloy (Rockford) with 17 others. 

 Ron, Karen and Carmen Bremmer visited St. Joseph Catholic Church, Lena, IL, on Sunday, April 

22nd.  Lucas and Jayden Bremmer received their First Communion.  

Visited Another Church . . .  

Mexican Train Dominoes:  We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday 

of the month at 9 am.  Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, May 1st from 9-Noon in Luther Hall.  All  are 

invited.  You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun! 

The Joy Choir last singing date is May 6. We will honor our 6th graders: Jayden Downs, 

Abby Hass, and Olivia Williams. They will be missed!  We will also honor moms for 
Mother’s Day. 

On Thursday, May 10 we will sing at ParkView Nursing Center and then go to Krape Park for our 
end of the year picnic until 5:00 pm. A big thank you to all of the choir members and their 
families for all of their help this year! 

Joy Choir News. .  

Good News Sunday School Schedule for May. . . 

Teachers: Karen Bremmer & DJ Scott   

May 6 Bless Your Mother May 20 Daniel and the Lion’s Den 

May 13 Fruit of the Spirit May 27 No Sunday School—Summer Break 

From the Stewardship & Outreach Committee. .  

ELCA Good Gifts Project:  The Social Ministry Committee invites you to 
participate in the ELCA Good Gifts Offering from April 29-May 27, 2018  The 
offering will take place during the first hymn at worship each week.  The goals 
of the project are $100 to purchase 5 Honeybee Hives, $300 for Vaccinations 
for 10 Children, $50 to purchase 5000 Water Purification Tablets and $300 to 
Renew Three Congregations of the ELCA.  Each item has a container with a 
giving thermometer on it!  Watch the progress of each collection weekly!!  
Thank you for getting involved!  Every little bit helps! 

From the Calendar Committee . . .  
April Calendar Raffle Winners 
April 4: David & Nancy Williams, Lena, IL  April 11: Brenda Hass, Pearl City, IL 
April 18: Jen Brokema, McConnell, IL   April 25: Lisa Knox, Dakota, IL 

Thank you . . .  
Our families would like to thank the members of St. John’s for your prayers and support for 
our Mom, Dorothy Eden.  She loved her church family for the past 63 years.  Thank you to 
Pastor Tom and those participating in the beautiful funeral service and Dianne Handsaker for 
her help and preparing the bulletins.  Also, thank you to the Women’s Gathering (and guys, too) for planning, 
preparing and serving the delicious luncheon.   We truly appreciate your calls, visits, cards, food,  flowers, 
memorials and your many acts of kindness.  
 God’s blessings!!  Kathy Hillmer, Karen Bremmer, Karla Hendee and Kristine Zajicek & families 

Attention Thrivent Members:  Are you a Thrivent member?  If so, you are eligible to receive 
monetary assistance with events here at St. John’s.  Please contact DJ Scott or Dianne Handsaker, 
Parish Administrator, for information on what is needed for events and how to receive Thrivent Action 
Team Dollars and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent members may apply for at least $250 per year 
and some members may apply for a total of $500 (or more) per calendar year.   



Mark your calendar for this year’s St. John’s Brat Stand! 

The brat stand will be held adjacent to the Pearl City Post Office. 

  May 26   June 9 & 23 

  July 7 & 21    August 4, 19 & 25 

  September 1 

Hope you to see you there! 

Announcing the Summer Brat Stand Dates  

2018 Mega Sports Camp “Team Spirit” 

 VBS registration  

Now Open - (on-line at www.StJohnsPearlCity.org/

VBS or in the Narthex) 

Please register by  May 13th! 

Vacation Bible School-St. John’s 
June 4-8, 2018 



May20: Acolyte/Torch Bearer: Cody Pitts, Crucifer: Jordan Johnson, Bible Bearer: Jaden Robinson;  

 Torch Bearer: Levi Sheffey 

May27: Acolyte/Torch Bearer: Conor DeZell, Crucifer: Ben Bremmer, Bible Bearer: Ben Hass;  

 Torch Bearer: Kenner Brinkmeier 

Organist:  Karen Bremmer  Counters:  Cindy Heimerdinger and a Group-Effort! 

Duties of the Church for May 

May Birthdays 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector Comm. Asst. Acolyte 

May 6 Jennifer Pitts Family 
Joel & Lori 

Kempel 
Marion Eden 

Jane Boop 

Kim Williams 

Kenner 

Brinkmeier 

May 13 
Kirk & Stacey Knoup 

Family 

Lee & Stacey 

Block 
Twila Simler 

DJ Scott 

Keith Kness 
Ben Bremmer 

May 20 Ron & Kay DePrisco 
Jean Luts & Jenaro 

Ramos Family 
Ron DePrisco 

Lynda Palmer 

Stacey Block 

See 
Processional 

Below 

May 27 
Sharon Knoup 

Tricia Goldsmith 

Mark & Jamie 

Melville Family 
Jodi Revles Stan & April Eberle 

See 
Processional 

Below 

4 Kendra Hillmer 
5 Gordon Sheffey 
 Jack Revels 
 Chris Knoup 
7 Mary Ellen Aurand 
8 Adam Ditzler 
 Erica Albrecht 
 Brinkley Knoup  
9 Lindsay Hass 
10 Brogan Mitchell 
11 Marge Roiland 

12 Alison Hille  
 Jim Robinson 
15 Daphne Frey 
16 Khristine Block  
18 Colt Kempel  
20 Jim Heimerdinger 
21 Kim Williams 
22 Virginia Heimerdinger 
23 Tara Allind  
24 Carmen Bremmer 
25 Lucas Bremmer 

  Jayden Bremmer  
27 Heidi Erbsen 
 Coe Kempel 
 Devin Schiess 
29 Ross Bremmer 
30 Theresa Albers 
 Jennifer Klatt 
31 Fred Mather 
 Heather Blackmore 
 Earlene Domberger 
 Sharon Knoup  

Pearl City Food 
Pantry Needs . . .  

The Pearl City Food Pantry is in 
need of all items.  However, 
consider items pertinent to the 
quick meals at home and items for 
the upcoming Easter season. 
If you would like to donate items 
from your garden or bread, please 
deliver items directly to the food 
pantry on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of the month between 
8:45 and 9:15 am.  All non 
perishable food items may be 
brought to St. John’s or delivered 
directly to the food pantry on the 1st 
Saturday of the month between 9 
and 11 am. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9 am: Mexican 

Train Dominoes 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

2 

3:15 pm Joy Choir 

Rehearsal  

5:30 pm Christian 

Education Committee 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

6:30 pm  VBS 

Planning Committee 

Meeting 

3 

9:30 am Bible Study 

6 pm: National Day of 

Prayer Worship 

(PC UMC) 

4 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

5 

 

6 

SCRIP Orders Due 

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am: Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

11 am SPLAT Youth & Parent Meeting 

6 pm Baccalaureate 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

7 

7 pm Bible Study 

7 pm 4-H 

 

8 

6:30 pm Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 

Meeting 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

9 

7:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:30 pm  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

7 pm  Ascension of 

Our Lord Worship 

Service 

10 

3:15 pm Joy Choir to 

Parkview and Krape 

Park  

11 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

12 

 

13    

9 am Worship Service  

10:15 am Property Committee Meeting 

10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach    

               Committee Meetings 

10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee  

               Meeting 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

6 pm 4-H 

14 

3:30 pm  Girl 

Scouts 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Bible Study 

15 

10 am Women’s 
Gathering at 

Logan’s (Frpt) 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

16 

7:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

17 

9:30 am Bible Study 

 

18 
Pastor’s Day 

Off  

19 
Luther Hall 

used for 

Grace Meal 

Prep 

20 

June Newsletter Deadline 

9 am Worship Service 

10:15 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Confirmation 

11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace  

           Meals 

Noon Community Grace Meal 

6 pm 5th Quarter 

7:30 pm Genesis 

21 

7 pm Bible Study 

22 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

 

23 

 

24 

9:30 am Bible Study 

 

25 

Pastor’s Day 

Off  

26 
11 am: Brat 

Stand  

27 

9 am Worship 

28 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

29 

6:30 pm  Al-Anon 

30 

 

31 

 

  

May 2018 See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

Needed for VBS:  The VBS committee is asking your help to collect plastic lids (milk jug, 
apple juice, and any plastic lids similar to lids on water bottles, etc.) They’re also collecting 
shoe boxes for a craft project. Need one for every child.  Items may be left at the church 
office anytime. Thanks! 

From the VBS Planning Committee . . .  


