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From the Desk of Pastor Ekstrand…
Law AND Gospel, Television or Not
Yes, biblical prophets are not necessarily the guys you expect to be the life of the party. For, as one
of my Old Testament professors used to say, “When the prophet comes on the scene, it’s already too late.”
He also used to say, “The prophets were some of the weirdest and most disturbed people in all of history.”
And finally, he said, “Despite what it looks like, being prophetic and being obnoxious are not synonymous.”
For the most part, these prophets were “glass-half-empty” kinds of guys. But, at the same time, if you
read long enough, there is always at least an ounce of hope present in their message. It might be hard to
find...it might be greatly overshadowed by the gloom and doom...but hope is always there.
For true words of God’s prophecy always include two elements. Not one...but two. God’s word
spoken through his prophets always includes, first, the present situation and God’s judgment over that
situation; and second, there must be word of restoration for the people. Words of hope. Words of coming
salvation.
Amos...here’s a guy who’s always in a bad mood. There is no way to avoid the coming judgment.
And yet, Amos ends with the words, “I will plant them upon their lands, and they shall never again be
plucked up out of the land that I have given them.
Hosea...compares the nation of Israel to a harlot, one who is unfaithful. And yet, Hosea fully
maintains that the relationship has not come to a final end.
Micah looks at the destruction of the Northern Kingdom, and says to those over-confident people of
the Southern Kingdom... And yet, Micah speaks of a king to be born in Bethlehem.
Jeremiah knows what time it is, and it’s a time of devastation. It’s an age of wrath. And yet,
Jeremiah speaks of a new covenant to be cut with the people, that God will write his law on their hearts, and
he will be their God, that he will forgive and not remember their sin. called “Messiah.”
Ezekiel seems to have given up on Jerusalem. And yet, Ezekiel proclaims that there will be
restoration, not on account of the people, but on account of the love of God.
Isaiah speaks of woe against the nations. And yet, he speaks of this coming character called
“Messiah.”
For a prophet who speaks only of judgment, and not a word of grace and restoration, is no true prophet
at all.
I once received a flyer in the door of my house. A flyer from some church miles and miles away. If it
were not for the fact that it was so offensive, I would be mildly amused by this flyer. The title of this flyer was
“Why Christians do NOT Have Televisions.” And in this flyer, it is pure judgment. Especially against us who,
as you can imagine, DO own televisions. Pure law. And most certainly, no gospel, no grace. Judgment,
judgment, judgment. It was there in bulk.
And the gospel? Well, it wasn’t there.
But true prophets of God’s word speak not merely of judgment, but also of restoration. Of salvation.
Of grace. Of the good news that, though we are unable to be without sin by our own feeble efforts, and though
we may own televisions; it is through the gift of faith from God, through the saving acts of Christ, through the
ever-present power of the Holy Spirit, that we may be brought back into right relationship with our Lord God.
And that is a powerful message for us today as we live our lives in a world where culture dictates to us
exactly what we should be like in order to be worthy. Yes, I will admit that on television, there are unrealistic

cultural norms set out for us that tell us that: we must wear these clothes in order to be acceptable, that we
have to look like this in order to be worthy. Yes, our culture alone offers us judgment enough; and regarding
good news, our culture has very little.
But our Lord Christ is the one to whom we must look for the truly Good News. For while on one hand,
through God’s law we see ourselves clearly for what we are as if in a mirror, that on our own we cannot
measure up to the high example of his righteousness; at the same time, God’s word is not God’s word if it does
not also offer us the Good News of his saving work through Jesus Christ. God’s word is not God’s word if it
does not also offer us the declaration that, though we live in a world of broken-ness, through his love he makes
us perfect and makes us measure up well to his righteous in his eyes...indeed, in the eyes of the one whose
opinion truly matters.
For our God is a God who saves. Who does not cast us off lightly, but comes to us to make us his own.
Television or not.
In Christ,
Pastor Ekstrand

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Wednesday, February 7 at 7:30 am

Little John’s, 147 S. Main Street, Pearl City
Feel welcome to join Pastor Ekstrand for a time of food, fellowship and
casual conversation in the midst of another busy week!
th

Fridays during Lent; Noon

Since the 5 Century, Christian Communities have found “Stations of
the Cross” to be an inspiring devotional practice. This liturgy of readings
and prayers encourages the faithful to retrace and meditate upon the
Holy Sites of the Via Crucis (“The Way of the Cross,” a very popular destination for pilgrims in Jerusalem). As the faithful practice and meditate
upon the various stations, we are drawn into the fullness of our Lord’s
humanity, confronted by the injustices of Christ’s condemnation, invited to feel the pain of his
wounds, the embarrassment of his falls, the agony of his Crucifixion, and the loneliness of the
tomb. We see ourselves in the suffering of the One who died for us, and as we gaze into the
empty tomb of Easter, we glimpse our own destiny in the Resurrection of our Lord. Some
choose to pray the Stations every week in Lent, but if you are able, please make an
attempt to attend at least one week this Lent. All are invited to join Pastor Ekstrand in the
Nave on Fridays of Lent (beginning February 16) as we contemplate His Passion.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, February 14
Noon: Imposition of Ashes only
7:00 pm: Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes
Ash Wednesday is the most solemn day in the Christian Life.
We confront the broken-ness of our lives, hear God’s Word of
Judgment and Life, and pledge to renew our efforts to live as
faithful children of our gracious Lord through the help of the
Holy Spirit. All worshipers are invited to receive the ashes as a
sign of our broken-ness. Note that a brief liturgy of Imposition of Ashes will take place
at noon for those whose schedules preclude them from attending in the evening.

Evening Lenten Worship
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning February 21
A time of prayer and proclamation

“Dialogues with the Other”

Lenten Meditations on Prayer
through the guidance of the Ignatian Examen
A Lenten Drama Series by Tom Ekstrand

Five hundred years ago, a Spanish priest and theologian named St. Ignatius Loyola designed a
technique of prayerful on the events of the day in order to detect God’s presence and to discern
his direction for us. Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ describes this as:
1. Give thanksgiving. I begin by giving God thanks for all the things I’m grateful for today. I allow my
mind to wander as I reflect on the ways God has blessed me on this particular day. I allow big things and
small things to arise—everything from the gift of my faith, to the gift of my marriage, to the easy commute
to work today.
2. Ask for the Spirit. Next, I want to look at the moments in my day when I did not act so well. However,
before doing so, I ask God to fill me with his Spirit so that the Spirit can lead me through this difficult soulsearching. Otherwise, I’m liable to hide in denial, wallow in self-pity, or seethe in self-loathing.
3. Review and recognize failures. I look back at my day and ask the Lord to point out to me the moments when I have failed in big ways or small. I take a sobering look at the mistakes I’ve made this day.
4. Ask for forgiveness and healing. If I have sinned, I ask God to forgive me and set me straight again.
If I have not sinned but simply made a mistake, I ask for healing of any harm that might have been done. I
ask for help to get over it and move on. I also ask for wisdom to discern how l might better handle such
tricky moments in the future.
5. Pray about the next day. I ask God to show me how tomorrow might go. I imagine the things I’ll be
doing, the people I’ll see, and the decisions I’ll be mulling over. I ask for help with any moments I foresee
that might be difficult. I especially ask for help in moments when I might be tempted to fail in the way I did
today.
A sign-up sheet will soon be posted in the Narthex to take a part in this five-part Lenten Chancel Drama series.
No memorization required!
Prayer Concerns (December 24, 2017-January 31, 2018): Randall Kuhlmeier and Family, Dave and Lisa
Carter, Jerry & Barb Ludwig, Hannah Shellhause, Gina Hockman, Shaun Otto, Joe & Louise Cuccio, Jack
Revels, Chris Tippet, Laura Lee Oppold, Bob Lyvers, Lynn Lyvers, Janice Willson, Vance Hasselman, Richard
Loberg, Nilda Klatt, Christopher Broshous, Ron DePrisco, Jerilyn Stohecker, Ethel Alberts, Bob Asche,
Linda Dotson, Jean Melton, Leona Block, Amber Heinrich, Caleb Hershey, Raymond Frary, Marie Bowman,
Craig Brinkmeier, Tom Charles, Wendy Holmes, Phyllis Purple, Rachel Hendee, Brett Ellinor and Brandy
Cook.
The family and friends of Bob Borneman, Delbert Kluck, Duane Kloepping, Bob Hugill, Lucy Huggins, Lois
Ehredt, Hazel Raab, Rich Tubo, Lynn Kocal, Nyla Hasselman, Paul Strohecker, Mark Healy, Helen Rauch
and Clara Blair.

Women’s Gathering Ministries . .
Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 or
815 821 4698) or email at rkbremmer@gmail.com You may also contact the church office at 815 443-2215
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com. You may also
contact Leann Heimerdinger at (815-443-2191) or cell at (815-541-3081) or email at jamleading@gmail.com. If
you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.

The Women’s Gathering Activities:
Mexican Train Dominoes will be played on February 6, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.
The Woman’s Gathering will meet at the church on February 20, 2018 for the monthly bible study with Kathy
Hillmer as leader. Sharon Knoup and Joyce Kempel will serve refreshments. February’s donation to the Pearl
City Food Pantry is any canned fruits and baby wipes are collected all year for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard
in Freeport.
St John’s Church will be working at the Pearl City Food Pantry during the month of February. The shelves are
stocked the first and third Saturday of the month and patrons pick up groceries on the second and fourth
Saturdays. All times are from 9 to 11 a.m. See Doris Kness or Janet Ferguson if anyone would like to help
with this ministry.
Watch for more information on
the NISWO Spring Retreat
which will be held on April 28,
2018 at LOMC near Oregon Il.
Susan Ekstrand will be leading
the bible study and devotions
will be led by Pastor Diane
Dardon.
The Women’s Gathering is
hosting a Euchre and
Dominoes party (see flyer to
the right) on March 11. They
would appreciate your
donation of door prizes of nonperishable food items (ex: nuts,
candy, cake mixes, etc.) Please
bring to Luther Hall on March
11. Thanks!

From the Worship & Music Committee. . .
For All Worship Assistants, both new and seasoned!
Worship Assistant Orientation- Re-scheduled Date: Sunday, Feb. 11; 11:00 am
Please plan to attend a brief orientation/re-orientation at 11:00 am on Sunday, Feb. 11. Whether you have
done this enriching volunteer work previously or are just starting out, this will be a time to share our
experiences, learn new things, and enrich our worship lives.

From the Social Ministry Committee . . .
The Mitten Tree: Thank you to everyone who donated to the Mitten Tree Ministry. 23 scarves, 69
hats, 56 pairs of gloves, 2 sets of mittens and 5 headbands were donated to the Pearl City School to
be used by the children there. The children of Pearl City School greatly appreciate these generous
donations. Thanks again, Social Ministry Committee

Joy Choir News. .
The Joy Choir will sing on Sunday, February 11, 2018.

Mexican Train Dominoes: We plan to play Mexican Train Dominoes on the first Tuesday of the
month at 9 am. Invite a friend and join us on Tuesday, February 6th from 9-Noon in Luther Hall. All are
invited. You don’t have to know how to play to join in on the fun!

From the Helping Hands Committee . . .
Salmonella infection is a type of food poisoning caused by bacteria that live in the intestines of people, animals, birds, and sometimes reptiles. It is usually caused by eating raw or undercooked meat,
poultry, egg or egg products,, and seafood that have been contaminated by feces. Fresh vegetables
may carry the bacteria from being washed with contaminated water. Contamination may also occur
when juices from raw meat and poultry come into contact with uncooked foods, such as salads, while
preparing foods on countertops.
Many foods are contaminated when prepared by people who do not wash their hands after using the
toilet or changing a diaper. Salmonella can be spread by touching your mouth with your fingers after
playing with a contaminated pet, especially birds and reptiles.
Incubation period for salmonella can be several hours up to 2 days. Symptoms include fever, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, headaches, bloody stools, and abdominal cramps lasting from 12 to 72
hours. These symptoms last anywhere from 2 to 7 days. Diarrhea may last up to 10 days.
Most people recover without medical treatment. Ensure that you remain hydrated as the main focus of treatment is replacing fluids and electrolytes. Drink lots of water or suck on ice chips if unable
to drink fluids. Severe cases of dehydration may require hospitalization for fluid replacement.
Stay healthy and always remember to wash your hands and clean your kitchen countertops before
preparing food.

Brenda Hass - Helping Hands Ministry

Good News Sunday School Schedule for February . .
Teacher:

Monica Baier

February 4

Naomi and Ruth

February 11

Valentines and Love

February 18

The Prodigal Son

February 25

The Two Builders

Sunday School Teachers
are needed through May.
Please check the schedule
on the bulletin board and
sign-up today.

Grace Meal News. . .
For the year 2018, St. John’s Grace Meal has received a $3500.00 grant from the Community Foundation of
Northern Illinois. This is the approximate amount spent each year on the Grace Meal. For 2018 we ask you to
redirect your contributions to the Building Fund. The Building Fund has been short for making the monthly
payments of $1247.00. A special thank you to Theresa Albers for filing the application for this grant. All Grace
Meal bills must be submitted, as any unspent money must be returned.

St. John’s Grace Meal
Please join us for St. John’s monthly Grace Meal on the 3rd Sunday of
each month at noon. Not only is this a wonderful time for fellowship for
those who dine in but also a time to reach out to our community with
deliveries. If you know of anyone in our community that would like to join
us then please invite them to dine with us! If there is someone that can’t
attend but would benefit from a meal please let me know so that I may
add them to our deliveries. Please pray about helping prepare a meal for the 2018 sign-up
sheet has been posted in the narthex. This does not need to be an elaborate meal and you can
be reimbursed for the food you prepare. Ask a few friends to join in the preparation!
Any questions please contact Beth Schneider (815)541-5919 or by email
youthdir.stjohns@gmail.com

Serve One Another in Love….Galatians 5:13
From the Calendar Committee . . .
Calendar Update: 854 calendars have been sold so far. Calendars are still available
to be sold! See a Calendar Committee member for additional calendars.
January Winners
Jan. 3: Conor Flanagan, Heyworth, IL
Jan. 10: Alice Schaney, Stockton, IL
Jan 17: Gene Magee, Stockton, IL
Jan. 24: McKinzie Munson, Pecatonica
Jan. 31: Mara McCarren, Forreston

Pearl City Food Pantry Needs . . .
The Pearl City Food Pantry is in need of all items. However, consider items pertinent to the quick meals at home and
items for the upcoming Easter season.
If you would like to donate items from your garden or bread, please deliver items directly to the food pantry on the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of the month between 8:45 and 9:15 am. All non perishable food items may be brought to St. John’s or
delivered directly to the food pantry on the 1st Saturday of the month between 9 and 11 am.

Thank you . . .
The family of Nyla Hasselman wishes to express our deepest appreciation for St. John’s caring and
compassion by allowing us to use your church for the visitation, funeral and luncheon for Nyla. A
very special thanks to Dianne Handsaker for all her help. Sincere thanks.
Our sincere thank you to all who sent cards and words of encouragement upon the loss of Nyla, our sister,
aunt, and friend. Bob and Darla Hasselman and family
Dear Friends, We would like to thank you for your generosity and hospitality. You have opened your doors
for our Christmas Eve Service (twice) and for Nyla’s funeral. We are lucky to have great friends like you. We
are blessed to live in a wonderful community.
God Bless, Zion Community Church

Duties of the Church for February
Date

Greeters

Ushers

Lector

Comm. Asst.

Acolyte

Feb. 4

Fred & Earlene
Domberger

Mary Ellen
Aurand
Sharon Knoup

Kathy Hillmer

Earlene Domberger
Chris Kempel

Cheyenne
Handsaker

Feb. 11

Theresa & Keith
Albers

Mark & Kelly
Lawler Family

Jim
Heimerdinger

Jim Heimerdinger
Theresa Albers

Levi Sheffey

Feb. 14
(Ash
Weds)

Mike & Lynda
Palmer

Keith & Doris
Kness

Lori Kempel

Lynda Palmer
Keith Kness

Jordan Johnson

Feb. 18

Mark & Jamie
Melville Family

Marin & Kris Eden

Jaden Robinson

Feb. 25

Lee & Stacey Block

Stan & April Eberle

Brianna Stager

Jean Lutz & Jenaro
Beth Schneider
Ramos Family
Sharon Knoup
Twila Simler

Organist: Kathy Hillmer

April Eberle

Counters: Chris Kempel, Richard Brinkmeier and Karen Bremmer

February Birthdays
3
4
5
7

Bonnie Dittmar
Olivia Williams
Jamie Melville
Steve Miller
Brent Schneider
Zxandyr Klatt
Tom Smargiassi

8
10
11
12
15
18

Dorothy Eden
Sara Schoenhard
Pamela Richards
Carlito Ramos
Jace Kempel
Doris Kness
Brian Brudi
Kayla Albrecht

19
22
23
24
25

Austin Little
Marsha Butson
Carrie (Boop) Baxter
Kayla Niehaus
Earl Heimerdinger
Aaron Hass
Abigail Hass
MacKenzee Bentz

February 2018

See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at www.stjohnspearlcity.org
Mon

Sun

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

9:30 am Bible Study

2
6 pm Wedding
Rehearsal

3
2 pm Wedding

1
3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

Pastor’s Day
Off
4 SCRIP Orders Due
9 am Worship Service
10:15 am Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting
10:15 am Helping Hands Committee
Meeting
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
11:00 am SPLAT Youth & Parent Meeting
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

5

6

7 pm 4-H

9 am: Mexican
Train Dominoes

11
9 am Worship Service
10:15 am Property Committee Meeting
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
11 am Worship Assistant Training
11 am SPOTS
6 pm 4-H
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

12
3:30 pm Girl
Scouts

18
9 am Worship Service
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
10:15 am Stewardship & Outreach
Committee Meetings
10:15 am Memorial & Finance Committee
Meeting
11 am SPLAT Youth to Deliver Grace
Meals
Noon: Community Grace Meal
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

19
7 pm Bible Study

25
9 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation
11 am SPOTS
6 pm 5th Quarter
7:30 pm Genesis

26
3:30 pm Girl
Scouts

7 pm Bible Study

6:30 pm Al-Anon

13
6:30 pm Al-Anon

7
7:30 am: Men’s
Breakfast
4:15 pm: Staff
Meeting
4:30 pm: Pancake &
Sausage Supper
6:30 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

8

14
Noon: Ash
Wednesday Service

15
9:30 am Bible Study

7 pm: Ash
Wednesday Service

6 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Bible Study

20
March
Newsletter
Deadline
9:45 am
Women’s
Gathering Bible
Study, etc.

6 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Bible Study

3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

16
Noon: Stations
of the Cross
Pastor’s Day
Off

22

23

7 pm: Mid-week
Lenten Service

9:30 am Bible Study

Noon: Stations
of the Cross

7:30 pm Council
Meeting

10:30 am Worship &
Music Committee
Meeting
3:15 pm Joy Choir
Rehearsal

28
6:30 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal
7 pm: Mid-week
Lenten Service

10

Pastor’s Day
Off

21

6:30 pm Al-Anon

27

9

9:30 am Bible Study

Pastor’s Day
Off

17
Luther Hall
used for
Grace Meal
Prep

24

