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Introduction  

Preview 

Chapter Four – God is on His throne and He is in control of everything. 

Chapter Five – Jesus is on His throne and He is also in control of everything.  

The lesson to be learned from both chapters: God is in charge.  

Verse One 

[1] After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard 

speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 

 After the visions of the letters to the 7 churches was complete, John received 

another vision. 

 He saw a door standing open in Heaven. The symbolism behind an open door is 

obviously access, but to what? Not just a place but information. Therefore an 

open door in Scripture often indicates a revelation about God or about His plans. 

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by 

the Chebar canal, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. (Ezekiel 1:1 ESV) 

[10] And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and 

the Spirit descending on him like a dove. (Mark 1:10 ESV) 

 Speculation: Heaven is not only a locale, it may also be another dimension. For 

example, Stephen, at his stoning, did not need binoculars to see Jesus in heaven.  

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55-56 ESV) 

 The “first voice” harkens back to Revelation 1:10 which says that Jesus was the 

loud trumpet-like voice he heard initially. So, it is Jesus here inviting John to come 

up and view the throne room of God.  

 The voice is trumpet-like. In other words loud, commanding, authoritative (like a 

bugle summoning troops for an attack) and distinctively clear. 



 Jesus is about to show John what “must” take place.  This word indicates that 

there is no alternative future. These things will take place no matter what 

transpires on earth. 

Verse Two 

[2] At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne 

 The Spirit of God transported John to a location where he would be able to see 

God’s throne room. 

 Since, in our republic, we do not have a monarch sitting on a throne with 

absolute authority we are unfamiliar with the power behind such a scene. 

Ancient monarchs (like Nebuchadnezzar) were absolute in their authority. 

 Therefore a heavenly throne (unlike an earthly throne that is limited to its 

geographical boundaries and finite abilities) is a throne that rules over the entire 

universe with infinite power. (This is why Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father, Who 

Art in Heaven – to set the framework of not only who we are speaking to, but the 

vast power of Him to whom we are speaking.)  

 John says he sees “one” seated on the throne. We know that God is spirit and 

not flesh so there is no face (or body) to be seen, but yet John has the distinct 

impression of a being that is seated on the throne (YHWH God). See 1 Timothy 

6:16 where Paul says that God lives in unapproachable light, whom no man has 

seen or can see. 

Verse Three 

[3] And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a 

rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. 

 John does his best to describe the image of God he sees using language people 

can understand. He describes YHWH God as having the appearance of jasper 

and carnelian (sardius). The jasper John is referring to is not our jasper stone but a 

diamond because Revelation 21:11 describes the jasper as being as clear as 

crystal. 

 The diamond then would refract light and since God is the origin of that light 

John would see light emanating from the throne as if it were coming through a 

diamond. 

 The carnelian (or sardius) stone is blood red symbolizing the wrath of God (but 

also the grace of God that poured out His wrath on our Lord whose blood was 

shed for us at the cross. 

 The rainbow signifies what it always has, God’s grace. This rainbow was green, 

which indicates God’s fruitfulness and it surrounded the throne in a circle 

indicating an unending supply of his grace and supply for our needs. 

Verse Four 

[4] Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed 

in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 



 The identity of these elders is not known. However it is likely that they represent all 

believers of both testaments (there is only one church) and it is possible that 

these 24 serve on a rotating basis like the priests in 1 Chronicles 24:4. 

Since more chief men were found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar, they 

organized them under sixteen heads of fathers' houses of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of the sons 

of Ithamar. They divided them by lot, all alike, for there were sacred officers and officers of God 

among both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar.  

These had as their appointed duty in their service to come into the house of the LORD according to 

the procedure established for them by Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had 

commanded him. (1 Chronicles 24:19 ESV) 

o The 70 elders in the OT at Sinai represented the whole nation of Israel. 

o Isaiah speaks of elders serving in the end times. 

Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns on 

Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders. (Isaiah 24:23 ESV) 

 The white garments indicate their priestly role and the golden crowns were also 

worn by priests as they approached a deity.  

Verse Five 

[5] From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne 

were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 

 Every reader would connect this image with the description of God at Mt Sinai 

when he gave the law to Moses. 

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet 

and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off and said 

to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” (Exodus 

20:18-19 ESV) 

 The seven spirits of God is another reference to the seven-fold ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Verses Six and Seven 

[6] and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each 

side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: [7] the first living creature like a 

lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth 

living creature like an eagle in flight. 

 The “sea of glass” is likely a reference to Solomon’s sea from which the priests 

were to bathe in before serving the Lord in His temple. (See 2 Chronicles 4:6) 

Since all of heaven is a temple this sea is likely the original from which the earthly 

was designed and since it was clear as glass, it allowed the glory of God to shine 

upon all creation. 

 The four living creatures are still employed just as they were back in Ezekiel’s 

(Ezekiel 1:10) day and will be when we arrive in heaven to see them. 

Verse Eight 



[8] And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day 

and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to 

come!” 

 The four creatures have eyes all around them indicating that they can see in 

every direction all that is going on in the earth. If they can see it all, and they are 

creatures, how much more can God see who is all-knowing and omnipresent? 

 These creatures are extremely mobile having the ability to hover or fly in any 

direction with their six wings.  You think humming birds are fast. . . 

 Their primary job is to glorify God by saying “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God 

Almighty, who was, and is and is to come.  

o The three-fold repetition implies completion. There is no one more holy than God. 

Remember Uzzah’s mistake? 
o They do this night and day for all eternity. No created being has the power and 

stamina to do this without God’s help. So, God gives them the ability to worship 

non-stop 24/7/365/century after century and millennia after millennia. 

o This will be our primary activity in heaven as well. If this sounds boring to you . . . 

see application section.   

 The cherubim/seraphim/??? also proclaim God’s omnipotence, a reminder we 

desperately need today and more tomorrow. 

 The creatures also proclaim God’s eternality by saying he is the one who was 

and is and is to come. 

 Worship is not about making up new things to say about God. Worship is saying 

to God who He is and admiring Him for those attributes. 

Verses Nine –Eleven 

[9] And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, 

who lives forever and ever, [10] the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 

worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, [11] “Worthy are 

you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 

they existed and were created.” 

 Prompted by the creature’s initiation of worship, the 24 elders follow up with their 

own song of adoration emphasizing what God deserves and why He deserves it. 

o He deserves glory, honor and thanks.  

o He deserves those because He created all things and He did it willingly. 

We owe our breath to God and the ability to know Him, love Him, and 

praise Him. Isn’t that a big deal? 

Application 

1. God is in charge. He rules. Why are you worrying, complaining, grouching 

and in a funk? 

2. You were created to worship. If you are having a hard time worshiping 

God now, get that fixed. It should be your most cherished desire for the 

future you are looking forward to. Are you grateful for your existence and 

ability to know God? Start there! 


