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Introduction  Verse 18 

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of 

fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 

 The Lord is handing his report to the angel who will someday serve as a witness 

for or against the church at the BEMA seat of Christ. 

 Thyatira was a small city 50 miles NE of Smyrna. 

 The people of Thyatira were hard-working people making a living by the work of 

their hands. There were tradesmen, craftsmen, and artists. There were leather-

workers, bronze-smiths, potters and bakers. A particularly active trade in Thyatira 

was that of garment-making from wool and linen. A "Turkish red" dye made from 

the madder root was distinctive to the region, and used to dye fabrics for 

garments. 

 We first hear about Thyatira from Luke in the Book of Acts where one of these 

ladies was saved by the power of God: 

So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 

Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the 

gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke 

to the women who had come together. One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the 

city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 

pay attention to what was said by Paul. (Acts 16:11-14 ESV)  

 Jesus identifies himself as “The Son of God”. This is the only time this title is used of Jesus in 

the Book of Revelation. The church of Thyatira apparently needed reminding that Jesus 

was the ultimate authority in all the universe. 

 Jesus describes himself as the one who has eyes like a flame of fire indicating his vision is 

x-ray vision. He can not only see through walls where people are hiding their immoral 

acts but also into hearts where hidden thoughts are exposed.  

 He also has feet of burnished bronze (burnished meaning polished to a bright finish) but 

in this context means his feet are immovable. They are firmly planted and as strong as 

bronze. This means that Jesus cannot be shoved around or manipulated. 

Verse 19 



“‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works 

exceed the first. 

 The Lord is rewarding them for their love (sacrificial commitment to God and 

others without prejudice), faith (faithfulness and loyalty to God and others), 

service (ministering to the needs of those less fortunate) Perseverance (the ability 

to persist when times are tough). 

 He is also commending them for increasing their works rather than letting them 

diminish.  

Verse 20 

But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 

teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 

 Jesus was angry that the church leaders had allowed a woman to teach within 

the church whose false doctrines were doing as much damage to the church as 

Jezebel’s influence had on Israel. (See 1 Kings 16:29-33; 1 Kings 21ff regarding 

Naboth’s vineyard) 

 This woman was encouraging several in the church to abandon the puritanical 

morals (in her opinion) of the leaders of the church and attend the guild 

banquets where food offered to idols was served as well as worshiped and part 

of that worship included orgiastic sexual activities with temple prostitutes. 

 This false teaching was popular for several reasons (besides the carnal ones) but 

foremost among them was the economic pluses.  The craftsman would be able 

to keep their jobs. 

 So, just as OT Jezebel introduced a virulent strain of idolatry into Israel via King 

Ahab that promoted sexual fornication through the worship of Baal and Asherah 

(the fertility goddess also known as the Queen of Heaven), so did NT Jezebel (not 

her real name) introduce idolatry and fornication into the church through the 

worship of the many pagan gods to choose from in Thyatira. 

 The Scriptures are very clear that Jesus does not want women to take the place 

of elders in the church. It goes against the natural order of authority that God 

had established in the Garden of Eden at the dawn of time. Satan has always 

tried to reverse this order and the NT church suffered for this role reversal (as is the 

21st century church). 

As in all the churches of the saints, the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not 

permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says. (1 Corinthians 14:33-34 ESV) 

I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 

(1 Timothy 2:12 ESV) 

Verse 21 & 22 

   I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a 

sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her 

works, 



 Jesus had somehow confronted this woman either through the Holy Spirit in a 

one-on-one convicting heart-to-heart conversation or through the agency of a 

human and had waited a time for her to repent of her sin. 

 This implies that the woman was not acting out of a misguided sense of trying to 

help others keep employed but was doing this for her boss the devil. 

 By throwing this Jezebel onto a sick-bed (that will result in her death) Jesus shows 

how much he cares for the spiritual welfare of his church. Normally the church 

leadership and the members themselves should have acted to rid the church of 

her and her poison, but it appears they were now unable to do so (perhaps 

because  she had enough votes to win a battle) and Jesus took matters into His 

own hands. 

 The entire wing of the church that were following her now would also be treated 

to divine punishment (not discipline here, discipline is for believers only). That 

punishment was not defined but if it was like the description of what would 

happen to believers in The Great Tribulation then it can be assumed these 

unbelievers would receive the same fate of death (Matthew 24:9). 

 This fate would be canceled however if they repented, since repenting would 

be evidence of genuine new birth, and unrepentance would be evidence of no 

new birth (Matthew 18:17). 

Verse 23 

and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and 

heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.  

 We know that Jezebel’s outcome of her sickbed will be death because her 

children (most likely physical children and spiritual children) will die as a result of 

pestilence. There is no reason for Jesus to spare the source of evil when he 

doesn’t spare the products of evil. 

 The other seven churches will indeed know of and hear of Jezebel’s prophesied 

death and the fulfillment later so that they will recognize that Jesus is the Lord 

who knows all, searches all and pays all. 

Verse 24 & 25 

But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the 

deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I 

come. 

 There was a faithful remnant in this church who were not intimidated by this 

Jezebel and her followers to sin as the others.  

 The “deep things of Satan” was the teaching of this woman who said she knew 

more about God and the gospel than the apostles (she pawned it off as the 

deep things of God, but this group knew it was the deep things of Satan). 

 Jesus did not ask this group of faithful to institute church discipline. Evidently they 

were powerless to do so. All he asked is that they hold on until He returns.   

Verses 26-28 



The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 

and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have 

received authority from my Father. And I will give him the morning star. 

 Jesus quotes from Psalm 2:7-9 to tell the faithful in Thyatira (and today) that if 

they are faithful to the end and do not reject the Lord and keeps his word that 

they will share in the ruling of the nations that God the Father has given to Him.  

I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of 

me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall 

break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” (Psalm 2:7-9 ESV) 

 During the millennium and beyond it appears as if believers will have a role in 

governing the population of the earth (think precinct captains, mayors, lt. 

governors, governors etc.) who have a group they are responsible for. 

Verse 29 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 

Application: 

1. Our temptation to adultery is spiritual not necessarily literal. We battle against 

everything that fights for our attention and time away from God. 

2. Today is the time to be steeled for the coming persecution not later. If we are 

compromised now, we will find it very hard to find the strength to fight later. 

3. The reward to rule is real.  This is not just poetic language. We will rule thousands 

or hundreds or tens.  Prepare now for your future assignment. 

 


