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Introduction   

Verse 12 

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. 

o Pergamum was located 60 miles north 

of Smyrna and was the location of the great 

altar to Zeus, one of the seven wonders of the 

world. This replica is on display in Berlin, but the 

original site can still be visited.  

 

o It was also an intellectual center 

having a 200,000 library of books 

and the word “parchment” came 

from the name of this city. 

 

o The city had a population of 

between 120,000 and 200,000 and was also the location of a medical center 

with the deity of medicine, Aesculapius, being worshiped there. The word 

“scalpel” comes from the name of this ancient god. 

 

o Pergamum means “marriage” and the residents there were married to Zeus just 

as the Christians were married to Jesus. Both sides were trying to get the other 

side to commit spiritual adultery. 

 

 Jesus is the one who has the “two-edged sword” and of course this is symbolic 

because what Jesus is referring to is the power of His words to: 



1. Kill. Just as the Roman authorities said they had the power of the sword to 

execute justice, so Jesus revealed that He has the supreme power over life and 

death. 

2. Cut. Just as the city was known for its surgeons and surgery, so is Jesus known for 

using the scalpel of his words to surgically removing false doctrine and false 

prophets from His church. 

Verse 13 

“‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my 

faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

 “I know where you dwell” i.e. Jesus knows how difficult it is to live in the very 

center of occultic worship. Because the city was the capital city for emperor 

worship and also had the altar to Zeus (think Satan’s throne here) they were 

obviously the targets of hatred and persecution.  

 The center for Satanic or pagan worship had been transferred to Pergamum 

from Babylon when Babylon fell to Darius the Persian. The caste of black art 

practitioners, who had inherited this knowledge since the days of Nimrod, 

migrated westward to Pergamum and settled there. 1  

1. Imagine living in Mecca or Tehran and trying to live out your Christian faith. These 

religious officials in those cities know nothing of our First Amendment. 

2. The Christians in Pergamum were holding fast (grasping tightly) to the name of 

Jesus which means they were not backing down and continued to proclaim his 

divinity in a hostile city. 

3. The temptation to deny Christ was heightened when one of their own, Antipas, 

was martyred for his faith in Jesus.  

4. This martyrdom was directly at the hands of Satan (not a deputy) since this is the 

very earthly location where Satan lives, (or lived) according to Jesus. Satan is not 

omnipresent so he must be at one place at one time and according to Jesus he 

sets up his headquarters at earthly locations (which is probably not Pergamum 

any more). 

Verse 14   

But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 

Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and 

practice sexual immorality. 

 Remaining faithful, even in the most hostile environment on the planet, was not 

enough to give this church a pass. Jesus evaluated their commitment to Him 

based on their obedience or lack thereof in two areas: 

1. There were false teachers in Pergamum who were leading members astray much 

like Balaam led the people of Israel to sin with his advice to King Balak in: 

(Numbers 31:16 ESV) Behold, these, on Balaam's advice, caused the people of Israel to act 

treacherously against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among the 

congregation of the LORD.  

                                                           
1 See Henry Morris, “The Revelation Record”, page 57.  



(Numbers 25:1-5 ESV) While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of 

Moab. These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed 

down to their gods. So Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled 

against Israel. And the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs of the people and hang them in the 

sun before the LORD, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” And Moses said 

to the judges of Israel, “Each of you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of 

Peor.”  

 Balaam tried three times to curse the Israelites for money from King Balak of 

Moab but couldn’t because God would now allow the prophet to liberty to do 

so. Frustrated with the failure to prophecy a curse against Israel, Balaam advised 

Balak to infiltrate the camp using the pretty women of Moab to entice the young 

males of Israel. Strategy:  Illicit sex = unequal marriage= worship of false gods.  

 This was the only way to defeat Israel. They had the power of numbers and the 

power of God behind them.  The only way to defeat them was to absorb them. 

 The church in Pergamum was infiltrated (in my opinion) by local covens 

masquerading as Christian teachers who were watering down the teachings of 

Jesus which instructed believers to abstain from sexual immorality and idolatry. 

 Had the moles succeeded, the church would have been absorbed into the 

culture, and their spiritual power would vanish and Satan’s kingdom would be 

safe. 

 “Eat food sacrificed to idols” equals participating in idol worship. The guilds informally 

required members to attend the feasts dedicated to their patron god or they would be 

blackballed from the guild. Would the Christians have faith enough to trust God for their 

daily bread? 

 “Practice sexual immorality”. This could be a reference to the practice of worshiping a 

pagan god at their temple using the services of temple prostitutes (likely) or spiritual 

adultery in the form of worshiping a pagan god and committing adultery with God their 

true husband (more likely. 

 The false prophets in the church convinced many that God would not mind if they 

compromised in these areas since God was a forgiving God and in their heart they knew 

these pagan gods were nothing but demons anyway and had no power so what’s the 

big deal. 

Verses – 15 &16 

 So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you 

soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. 

 We’ve heard about the Nicolaitans already when Jesus addressed the church of 

Ephesus. There, they kicked the people who believed in that false doctrine out of 

the church. Here they allowed them to stay in the church. 

 Jesus warned the church at Pergamum that if they did not only kick out the false 

teachers (the Balaamites and Nicolaitans) and confront the followers that he 

would do it himself, only his discipline would be death! 

  

 



Verse 17 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give 

some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no 

one knows except the one who receives it.’  

 “Hidden manna” is perhaps a reference to the manna Moses put (hid) in the Ark 

of the Covenant which was always a symbol of the eternal nourishment that 

God provides for his people in heaven. If the members were worried about 

eating, they need not worry, Jesus would provide for them in this life but more 

importantly in the life to come. 

 If the church members were worried about being ostracized for their moral 

stands then Jesus reminded them that they had a stone coming that would 

eternally honor them for their stand for Christ. 

The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a 

new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. (Isaiah 62:2 ESV) 

You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you 

shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your 

land shall be married. (Isaiah 62:4 ESV) 

Application 

1. Let’s be a church that loves people enough to confront their sinful behavior and 

deny the lie that love means being tolerant and silent about things the Lord 

hates. 

2. Let’s be a church that calls pre-marital sex for what it is – a cheap form of 

prostitution while acknowledging that those who practiced it can now be 

forgiven by the grace of God. Let’s not be a church that ignores talking about 

sin out of fear of losing per-sitters. 

3. Let’s be a church that understands the power of idolatry in our personal lives. 

Identify it, name it, and dethrone it. 

 


