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Introduction   

Verse 8 

“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to 

life. 

 Smyrna (known today as Ismir Turkey), located 35-40 miles north of Ephesus, was 

a rich city that was famous for emperor worship and had a very large population 

of Jews. The gap between rich and poor was significant and the lower classes 

were treated with contempt. 

 What does it mean to you that Jesus is the First and the Last? 

o It means to me that Jesus is aware of my tomorrow, in fact, that is where He lives. 
o It means to me that Jesus, as the eternal One, existed prior to Satan and hence 

was Satan’s creator (which taken out of context could sound very bad, but in 

context means Christ is infinitely superior to Satan in every way). 
o It means to me that Jesus, as a member of the Triune Godhead, is the source of 

all that we know exists in creation, and in goodness, kindness, gentleness, etc. 

since all godly traits flow out of the divine. 
o It means to me that Jesus will be the last man standing (sorry Tim Allen) when all 

enemies are dead and buried and sentenced to hell. 

o It means to me that my world is very small and my God is very big because if 

Jesus existed before creation then creation (in all its infinite vastness) came about 

by Jesus bringing it into existence and Jesus could hold the universe in the palm 

of His hand! 

(Isaiah 40:12 ESV)  Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off 

the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the 

mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?  

 What does it mean to you that Jesus died and came back to life? 

o It means to me that Christianity is the only belief system known to man that claims 

its founder is alive via a real resurrection from the dead giving me great 

confidence in the veracity of what I believe. 

(Acts 1:3 ESV) Luke says, “He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  



o It means to me that should I face death of any kind, I need not fear what’s next 

since I know that the same God who conquered death is waiting for me on the 

other side. 

(Romans 8:11 ESV) If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 

who dwells in you.  

o It means that whatever power was necessary to bring Jesus back from the dead 

is available to me through the Spirit, even the power to endure torture should 

God will it. 

(Philippians 3:10 ESV) that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 

share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  

Verse 9 

“‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are 

Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

 What does it mean to you that Jesus knows their condition and plight? 

o The word “oida” in Greek means to understand completely, or to know 

experientially. Jesus is well qualified to say he knows all about slander and 

tribulation and poverty. 

o  It means to me that Jesus is intimately familiar with my circumstances and has 

shared, in principle, all my temptations and trials. 

(Hebrews 4:15 ESV)  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

o Which means He knows how to give us the exact help we need to face each trial 

or tribulation (1 Corinthians 10:13) and, 

o If my innocent Savior received abuse, who didn’t deserve it, can I not endure the 

suffering that comes my way because (although I didn’t deserve to be treated 

unfairly or slandered) I am still not innocent of my sin and guilt. 

 The tribulation (crushing pressure) that the believers in Smyrna were facing was likely from 

the Jews who hated these Christians because they were claiming a “better” or more 

complete form of Judaism (which they were) and were implying that unless the Jews 

repented and trusted in their Messiah, they would go to hell.  

o NT Christians were, at first, mainly Jews who had placed their faith in Christ 

(Christos = anointed one, which equals Messiah) as the fulfillment of OT messianic 

prophecies. Therefore they considered themselves to be “completed Jews” and 

considered Christianity not as a separate religion but an outgrowth of Judaism. 

o However, this was a totally new form of Judaism since they no longer followed the 

law of the Old Covenant but the New Covenant.  

o Therefore the hatred towards the Christians stemmed from a perceived religious 

arrogance felt by the traditional Jews who were trusting in their traditions to save 

them.   

o This resulted in Christians losing their employment (hence the poverty) and the 

slander which most likely took the form of accusations against the Christians to 

the Roman officials that the Christians acknowledged no king other than Jesus, 

which they did, and were therefore rebellious anarchists, which they weren’t. 



o 50 -60 years later this same tension led to the martyrdom of Polycarp who was the 

Bishop of Smyrna.  

 Jesus knew about their poverty but He was informing them that they were “rich” 

in everything that mattered. 

o Not much has changed in 2,000 years.  People are still judged by the cars they 

drive in and the homes they live in and the motor homes that do both. Traditional 

Jewish thought says that if God was pleased with you then he would bless you 

with earthly riches. 

o Jesus taught this about true riches:  

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow 

old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no 

moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Luke 12:32-34 ESV)  

 The pastor of First Smyrna Church would never be invited today to speak at a church 

growth conference or even be a break-out speaker.  

 

 The “Synagogue of Satan” most likely referred to the local Jewish synagogue 

where the persecution of the Christians was started and fueled. Since Jesus was 

the one doing the talking here, it is safe to say that He knew that Satan himself 

(or likely one of his deputies) was in charge of that synagogue and was behind 

the vicious attacks that would soon turn deadly. 

Verse 10 

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that 

you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 

crown of life. 

 If the Christians were about to suffer imprisonment (not so hard) and torture (very 

hard) how were they to take Jesus’ instructions not to fear? 

o I can only assume that the presence of Jesus in a room of torture would give you and 

I the grace needed to not only endure the pain but the added faith needed to 

remain faithful.  Saeed Abedini is still faithful!! 

o The problem is that the anticipation of pain is worse than the actual pain itself, 

therefore I believe Jesus was gracious to alert them in advance that they have no 

need to fear what he is telling them is about to happen. 

 The Lord predicted in advance that Satan (adversary)/devil (accuser/slanderer) 

would throw some of them into prison so that they would be tested. 

o This is no different than Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness and Job’s temptation in 

the Book of Job. 

o Jesus could have superseded Satan’s control and overturned the conspiracy (Satan 

had to conspire with human agents most notably the Roman officials) but didn’t.  

o The reason for the decision to allow the Christians to go to prison and to suffer torture 

(that was normal back then) was to add to their faith and be a witness to the many 

non-believers who would be amazed at the strength of commitment to Jesus by the 

Christians.  



 Most commentators take the 10 days as symbolic of something (although they 

don’t at all agree what they are symbolic of). Why not take the 10 days as 10 

days? 

 The likely outcome for many of these believers was death as Jesus encouraged 

them to be faithful (don’t recant) unto death.  These would be included in the 

first wave of martyrs that get special rewards in heaven. 

 Those that remained faithful (all true believers) would get the crown of life which 

is the gift of eternal life in heaven with Jesus, with the Father in a never ending 

experience of increasing joy and wonder.  

 Some might say that these believers were earning their salvation by remaining 

faithful whereas others would say their job is to cling to their faith and Jesus’ job is 

to give them the strength necessary to do so.  

Verse 11 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt 

by the second death.’  

 Once again we are reminded that it was not only the Smyrnians who were to 

heed these words but all churches were to listen in to the words Jesus said to 

them. 

 And, again the reminder from Jesus is that the one who conquers (doesn’t cave 

under pressure) will not be touched by the second death which of course is a 

reference to the eternal fires of the Lake of Fire, or hell. 

 

Application 

1. As our world gets increasingly hostile towards Christianity, incidents like 

what happened in Roseburg will become more commonplace and 

although unlikely to happen to you and me, we nevertheless need to be 

prepared to face death for our faith. 

2. Once we have made that choice to die for Christ then let’s live boldly for 

him through our witness.  My prayer is that Cornerstonians will be the 

boldest evangelists in Alexandria because our love for Jesus is growing 

more each day (which is closely followed by my prayer that every 

believer in Alexandria will be a bold witness for Christ).  


