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Introduction 

Verses 1 & 2 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon 

take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of 

God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 

 The word “revelation” comes from the Greek word apokalupsis 

(which means “unveiling”. The whole book is about the 

unveiling of Christ’s hidden (to the world) identity as the Supreme Judge of all 

the earth. 

 God (the Father) gave Jesus the Son, the unveiling of future history so that we 

his bondslaves (servants) would know what to expect in the future. 

 The expression “things that must soon take place” can be translated either 

“happening in the near future” i.e. soon, or “things that will happen quickly” 

once they get started.  Our study of Daniel and the Gospels has informed us 

that things will happen quickly in succession once the Great Tribulation 

begins.  This latter interpretation makes more sense since the prophecies were 

given 2,000 years ago and that is no one’s idea of soon. 

 Jesus then took this unveiling of future history and gave it to an angel who 

presented it to John (the same John that was Jesus’ disciple). 

 To make clear which John this was, John identifies himself as that one who 

saw with his own eyes (and touched with his own hands) the very logos of 

God, and was present when Jesus spoke the truth (about himself and God) 

which got himself killed. The word witness is the Greek word martyr. 

 John himself was a marturo (martyr in English) and was willing to die to bear 

witness to the truth.  This indicates the veracity of this book as well as 

everything else John wrote. 

Verse 3 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who 

keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

 John informs the churches who are about to receive this letter (the seven 

churches in Asia Minor listed in chapters 2-3) that the one who reads it publicly is 



going to be blessed.  That is how the churches would have handled the letter, 

the same as all NT letters received. A pastor/elder would get up and read the 

letter to the whole congregation on the Lord’s Day.  

 The listeners would also receive a blessing by paying attention to what is about 

to be read (hearing he word of God always implies obeying the word) and the 

form of the blessing they would receive undoubtedly would be the absence of 

the curses Jesus is about to place upon the churches and the reception of the 

blessings he is about to give. 

 The word for near in Greek is (eggus) and can mean near in time or near in 

distance spatially.  As far as milestones go, the events described in Revelation 

are the next milestone on the road for believers to encounter on their way to the 

Heavenly City.  Peter in his sermon on Pentecost said so when he said “We are 

presently living in the last days” Acts 2:17. 

  Verses 4 & 5a 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

 Like almost all NT letters, the letter starts with the sender (in this case John) and 

the receiver (in this case the seven churches in Asia Minor, which is modern day 

western Turkey). The Book of Revelation has 19 groupings of sevens. They are: 

o Churches, spirits, candlesticks, stars, lamps, Seals, horns, eyes, angels, trumpets, 

thunders, heads, crowns, angels, plagues, vials, mountains, kings and seven 

thousand people killed 11:3. 

 The greeting starts out with a wish, or more accurately a promise that God the 

Father will give to them grace and peace. 

 That same promise is forthcoming from the seven spirits as well who serve before 

the throne.  There is debate about who the seven spirits are but in this context 

where God the Father is issuing a blessing, and God the Son is issuing the same 

blessing it seems likely that God the Spirit is also to be included as offering a 

blessing so the seven spirits are most likely a description of the Spirit of God in his 

completeness. See also Zechariah 4. 

 Jesus is also described as ruler (prince) of the kings of earth. 

o Does this mean in title only? Or does the title carry active authority? If so, how 

does he exercise his kingship? 

o Does he act like a human king who simply approves decisions or disapprove 

decisions made by human agents? Or, 
o Is our sovereign king using all divine tools to steer and direct human agents (kings 

and presidents) to accomplish his providential plan while still allowing those 

agents to exercise their, limited free will? 

Verses 5b & 6 & 7 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 

and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, 



and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 

him. Even so. Amen. 

 This is called a doxology which is an outpouring of praise and adoration for what 

Christ has done. 

 He deserves our praise because he has given his life and poured out his blood so 

that we could be released from the bondage of our sins and, 

 Having delivered us from our former slave-master Satan, Christ has now made us 

a powerful fighting force (kingdom) who are priests (people who bring men to 

God and intercede on their behalf). 

 This is the God we praise by wishing upon him glory and eternal power. 

 This is the same one who Daniel (Daniel 7:13) said and Jesus said himself would 

be appearing in the clouds (Matthew 26:64).  

 Jesus’ Second Coming will be universally observed by everyone including both 

Jews and Romans (who pierced him) and, 

 The wicked will mourn because they have chosen the wrong Messiah having 

pledged their loyalty to the Anti-Christ. 

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 

glory. (Matthew 24:30 ESV)  

Verse 8 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.”  

 Who is speaking here? Is it the Father or the Son? No one can be absolutely sure 

but it is true for either member of the Godhead. Consider these Scriptures which 

affirm Jesus’ eternality: 
o Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:58 ESV) 

o Besides Me There Is No God Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the 

LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. (Isaiah 44:6 ESV) 

o For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 ESV) 

o But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 

old, from ancient days. (Micah 5:2 ESV) 

o In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. (John 1:1-2 ESV) 

o And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before 

the world existed. (John 17:5 ESV) 

Application 

1. Never, ever apologize or act embarrassed for your faith in Jesus. 

2. Do not let anyone get by with saying Allah is the same as Jesus or God the Father. Allah is 

a demon god. See http://www.faithfreedom.org/Articles/skm30804.htm 

3. Either Jesus, who claims to be eternal is true, or evolution is true. Both cannot be true.   

 


