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Introduction  

 

The Delivery 

 

“The Day of the Lord” The Sign of the End of the Age 

 
(Matthew 24:29 ESV)  

“Immediately after the tribulation 

of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will fall 

from heaven, and the powers of 

the heavens will be shaken.  

(Mark 13:24-25 ESV) “But in those 

days, after that tribulation, the 

sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, and 

the stars will be falling from 

heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken.  

(Luke 21:25-26 ESV) “And there 

will be signs in sun and moon 

and stars, and on the earth 

distress of nations in perplexity 

because of the roaring of the sea 

and the waves, people fainting 

with fear and with foreboding of 

what is coming on the world. For 

the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken.  

 
(Ezekiel 30:2-3 ESV)  “Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’ For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day 

of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.  

 

(Joel 2:1-2 ESV)  Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the 

land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their 

like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations.  

 

(Joel 2:30-31 ESV)  “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 

smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of 

the LORD comes.  

 

(Amos 5:18-20 ESV) Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, and not light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and 

leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it?  

 

(Revelation 6:12-17 ESV)  When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great 

earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the 

sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll 

that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the 

earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 

themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall 

on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the 

great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  

 



 At the end of the Great Tribulation, all heavenly light sources will be extinguished. 

This is needed in order for the glory of the Son of Man to be seen in its most 

brilliant display. Although the glory of Christ is brighter than the sun itself, 

nevertheless it will be better contrasted if there is no light on earth to compete 

with it. 

 This heavenly sign will be accompanied by the most severe earthquake ever, so 

that every mountain and every island in the sea will either be relocated or 

leveled or submerged.  

 This sign inaugurates the Bowl Judgments of God which will last 30 days (see 

notes from Daniel 12). The sign itself will last only for as long as necessary to 

provide backdrop for the Second Coming of Christ. 

 Like a dark womb about to be opened by an actual delivery so is this earth a 

dark place about to be opened by the tearing apart of the skies by the coming 

of Jesus in great glory to deliver His people from the grasp of the Anti-Christ and 

his rule. 

 

The Sign of Christ’s Coming 
 

(Matthew 24:30 ESV) Then will 

appear in heaven the sign of the 

Son of Man, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and 

they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven 

with power and great glory.  

(Mark 13:26 ESV)And then they 

will see the Son of Man coming 

in clouds with great power and 

glory.  

(Luke 21:27-28 ESV)And then 

they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power 

and great glory. Now when these 

things begin to take place, 

straighten up and raise your 

heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.”  

 
(Ezekiel 43:1-2 ESV) Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the glory of the God of 

Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the 

earth shone with his glory.  

 

(Matthew 24:27 ESV) For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.  

 

 When Christ returns again to start His earthly rule and defeat the Anti-Christ he will 

come riding on the clouds or a cloud (on horseback).  His journey through the 

blackened sky will be from east to west.  
o (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ESV)  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 

the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with 

the Lord.  

o (Daniel 7:13-14 ESV) “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 

came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented 

before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 

shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  

 Somehow, this grand entrance will be seen by all nations and tribes and those 

who have pledged their loyalty to the Anti-Christ will mourn because they will 

realize (now too late) that they have joined the wrong side in this battle of power 

and glory. 



 We will see this (if we are alive at the time) happening minutes before we are 

raptured because Jesus (through Luke) tells us to raise our heads to see this 

amazing spectacle (and straighten up our bodies because we will be under a 

heavy yoke). 

 Somehow, this will be more than a visual spectacle, but also an audio 

phenomenon since we are told he is coming in power.  Imagine the noise of 10 

hydrogen bombs! 

 

The Rapture of the Church  
 

And he will send out his angels 

with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the 

four winds, from one end of 

heaven to the other. (Matthew 

24:31 ESV) 

And then he will send out the 

angels and gather his elect from 

the four winds, from the ends of 

the earth to the ends of heaven. 

(Mark 13:27 ESV) 

Not mentioned in Luke 

 

 The English word “rapture” comes from the Latin word “rapio” which means to 

seize or snatch in relation to an ecstasy of spirit or the actual removal from one 

place to another.  The word “rapture” is not found in the Bible but it effectively 

describes what will happen to believers when Matthew 24:31 is fulfilled. 

 Taking Jesus’ description of what will happen in the end times chronologically 

(which is indeed what he is doing) then the rapture of the church he describes 

here will occur the same day He returns to inaugurate the “Day of the Lord” and 

defeat the Anti-Christ with the breath of His mouth. The “And then” of Mark 13:27 

plainly indicates sequential events. 

 Notice that the rapture of the church is announced by a loud trumpet call, the 

same call that announces Christ’s arrival and according to 1 Corinthians 15, it is 

the Last Trumpet (out of 7 trumpet judgments). 

 The Thessalonians were stressed in thinking that their fellow members who had 

died had somehow missed out on the Day of the Lord and its opening ceremony 

the rapture of the church. So Paul writes to put their fears to rest. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 ESV)   But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 

those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 

we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 

those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 

the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

Therefore encourage one another with these words.   

 

And later Paul adds: 

 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1-5 ESV) Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or 

alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect 

that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not 

come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 



worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do 

you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?  

 

 According to Paul’s instructions to the Thessalonians, the rapture will not 

occur (notice that it is tied to the “Day of the Lord”) until: 

1. The apostasy occurs.   

2. The Anti-Christ is revealed. 

 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

 “From the fig tree learn its 

lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts out its 

leaves, you know that summer is 

near. So also, when you see all 

these things, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. Truly, I 

say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these 

things take place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 

(Matthew 24:32-35 ESV) 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree  

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: 

as soon as its branch becomes 

tender and puts out its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. 

So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know 

that he is near, at the very gates. 

Truly, I say to you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these 

things take place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. (Mark 

13:28-31 ESV) 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree  

And he told them a parable: 

“Look at the fig tree, and all the 

trees. As soon as they come out 

in leaf, you see for yourselves 

and know that the summer is 

already near. So also, when you 

see these things taking place, 

you know that the kingdom of 

God is near. Truly, I say to you, 

this generation will not pass 

away until all has taken place. 

Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass 

away. (Luke 21:29-33 ESV) 

 

 Believers are not to be taken by surprise and caught unawares when Christ 

returns.  There are enough signs given to us that we will know the days are very 

close once the signs appear (Anti-Christ and Abomination of Desolation etc.) 

 The Israelites could tell when summer is about to come when they see the leaves 

coming out on the fig trees.  In the same way, Jesus said, when you see these 

signs, you will know my arrival is imminent (less than 1260 days away).  In fact, 

 Those who see these signs will not die of old age prior to Christ’s coming (well at 

least most won’t) because Jesus said that this generation who sees theses signs 

will not pass away.  
 

No One Knows That Day and 

Hour  

“But concerning that day and 

hour no one knows, not even the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but the Father only. For as were 

the days of Noah, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. For as 

in those days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day when Noah entered 

the ark, and they were unaware 

until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. Then 

two men will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one left. Two 

women will be grinding at the 

mill; one will be taken and one 

No One Knows That Day or Hour 

“But concerning that day or that 

hour, no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. Be on guard, 

keep awake. For you do not 

know when the time will come. It 

is like a man going on a journey, 

when he leaves home and puts 

his servants in charge, each with 

his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to stay awake. 

Therefore stay awake—for you 

do not know when the master of 

the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or when 

the rooster crows, or in the 

morning—lest he come suddenly 

and find you asleep. And what I 

say to you I say to all: Stay 

Watch Yourselves “But watch 

yourselves lest your hearts be 

weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and cares of 

this life, and that day come upon 

you suddenly like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who dwell on 

the face of the whole earth. But 

stay awake at all times, praying 

that you may have strength to 

escape all these things that are 

going to take place, and to 

stand before the Son of Man.” 

(Luke 21:34-36 ESV) 



left. Therefore, stay awake, for 

you do not know on what day 

your Lord is coming. But know 

this, that if the master of the 

house had known in what part of 

the night the thief was coming, 

he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house 

be broken into. Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son 

of Man is coming at an hour you 

do not expect. (Matthew 24:36-

44 ESV) 

awake.” (Mark 13:32-37 ESV) 

 
 Jesus warns us to be alert and ready for his arrival. He compares His coming to 

what happened in Noah’s day when the world was destroyed by the flood.  

Here are the comparisons: 
o Noah was a righteous man hearing and listening to the voice of the Lord, while all 

the world around him was thinking life will continue as usual. 
o Only those that entered the ark were saved from the wrath of God, much like 

only those who entered into Jesus (our ark of salvation) will be saved on that day. 

See 1 Peter 3:18-20  
o The ones taken here those raptured (like Noah’s family taken away from 

the flood by the ark) and the ones left are those who are about to be 

judged by the wrath of God. 

o Although we do not know the hour of his coming, and probably not even 

the day, yet we will know that it will not be more than 1260 days past the 

installation of the Anti-Christ’s statue in the newly re-built temple. So if 1250 

days have elapsed, one could safely predict that Christ will arrive within 10 

days of that prediction! We are to stay awake and alert, just as he 

commanded us.  

 

 

 

 

 


