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Today’s Message: The Great Tribulation 

 

Introduction  

 

The Hard Labor (An overview) 

 
“Then they will deliver you up to 

tribulation and put you to death, 

and you will be hated by all 

nations for my name's sake. And 

then many will fall away and 

betray one another and hate 

one another. And many false 

prophets will arise and lead 

many astray. And because 

lawlessness will be increased, 

the love of many will grow cold. 

But the one who endures to the 

end will be saved. (Matthew 

24:9-13 ESV) 

“But be on your guard. For they 

will deliver you over to councils, 

and you will be beaten in 

synagogues, and you will stand 

before governors and kings for 

my sake, to bear witness before 

them. (Mark 13:9 ESV)  

(Mark 13:11-13 ESV) And when 

they bring you to trial and deliver 

you over, do not be anxious 

beforehand what you are to say, 

but say whatever is given you in 

that hour, for it is not you who 

speak, but the Holy Spirit. And 

brother will deliver brother over 

to death, and the father his child, 

and children will rise against 

parents and have them put to 

death. And you will be hated by 

all for my name's sake. But the 

one who endures to the end will 

be saved.  

(Luke 21:11b-19 ESV) And there 

will be terrors and great signs 

from heaven. But before all this 

they will lay their hands on you 

and persecute you, delivering 

you up to the synagogues and 

prisons, and you will be brought 

before kings and governors for 

my name's sake. This will be your 

opportunity to bear witness. 

Settle it therefore in your minds 

not to meditate beforehand how 

to answer, for I will give you a 

mouth and wisdom, which none 

of your adversaries will be able 

to withstand or contradict. You 

will be delivered up even by 

parents and brothers and 

relatives and friends, and some 

of you they will put to death. You 

will be hated by all for my 

name's sake. But not a hair of 

your head will perish. By your 

endurance you will gain your 

lives.  

  
1. Up to this point, through the birth pangs, the world was suffering from wars and 

earthquakes and famines (This would be the first 1260 days of the seventieth 

week of Daniel). 

2. Now Jesus shifts his focus, beginning at verse 9, into what we would call the 

Great Tribulation, when the focus of the suffering is not on the world but on the 

followers of Christ. The following describes that suffering: 

 Believers in Christ will be arrested and some will be sentenced to death. 

 Believers will be universally hated by all ethnic groups and countries.  (This seems 

to be starting even now across the globe.  (See the additional notes online for 



examples of current day hatred towards Christians.1  
 Professing believers will turn on genuine believers and also from the Lord (they will 

fall away). Churches will be gutted of people and only the remnant of faithful will 

be left. 
 Family members will turn against each other out of fear. 

 

3. Apostasy in the church will accelerate during the years leading up to the Great 

Tribulation when there will be a massive departure from the faith. Two things will 

cause that departure: 
 Many will be deceived by false teachers. A false teacher is anyone who: 

 Teaches a salvation apart from grace 

 Teaches grace without repentance from sin 

 Teaches sin is relative to the culture and not biblically defined 

 Many more will fall away because they want to practice and condone 

immorality. The world will permit it and professing Christians will leave their Savior 

for debauchery.  

  

4. Only those believers who remain faithful to their Savior and continue to live for 

Him, regardless of the cost, will make it to heaven. The rest (meaning professing 

believers but not genuine Christians) will go to hell.   

 One of the characteristics of these faithful is that they will be arrested and 

brought before judges and will testify for Jesus without any mental 

preparation. They will rely on the Holy Spirit to give them words to say.    

 

5. In Luke’s version, he starts out by saying, “And there will be terrors and great signs from 

heaven”. This is actually the sign of the Lord’s return which Matthew will speak 

about later.  When you see the sun and moon darkened and the stars 

extinguished, this is the final sign of the Lord’s return which ushers in what is called 

the “Day of the Lord” or in our chronology, the Bowl Judgments of God which is 

the wrath of God upon an unbelieving world. This is why Luke says “But before all 

this” to describe what we have just said in point number 4 above. Before the 

coming of the Lord you will be taken before kings and governors to testify 

regarding your faith in Jesus. 

 
And this gospel of the kingdom 

will be proclaimed throughout 

the whole world as a testimony 

to all nations, and then the end 

will come. (Matthew 24:14 ESV) 

And the gospel must first be 

proclaimed to all nations. (Mark 

13:10 ESV) 

(Not mentioned) 

 

6.  The final sign of Christ’s return (immediately preceding his descent) is that the 

gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole earth. Many 

have looked at the spread of the gospel to the unreached people groups and 

said that we are still a number of years away from the fulfillment of this endeavor, 

so Christ can’t come back sooner than the accomplishment of this task.  But, 

notice carefully the wording: 

                                                 
1 http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/the-persecution-of-christians-is-intensifying-as-anti-christian-hatred-

sweeps-the-entire-world 



 Jesus did not say “the gospel” which is what we preach to the unsaved. He said 

“the gospel of the kingdom” will be preached.  Technically the two are very 

different.  When Jesus was on earth he taught in the synagogues and said that 

the “gospel of the kingdom” was at hand meaning the king was present in their 

midst ruling over demons and diseases. We are not to preach that the gospel of 

the kingdom is here today because we are waiting for Jesus’ arrival to inaugurate 

it. That gospel will be preached in a matter of hours by one angel:   
 (Revelation 14:6-7 ESV) Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an 

eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe 

and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 

him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who 

made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”  

 When we hear this angel giving one last opportunity to the world to repent we will 

know that Jesus’ arrival is only hours away! 
 

Luke’s warning (he heard from Peter, or James, or John or Andrew) about the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the temple which occurred in 70 A.D. 

 

Matthew does not 

mention this.  

Mark does not mention 

this. 

“But when you see Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies, then 

know that its desolation has 

come near. Then let those who 

are in Judea flee to the 

mountains, and let those who are 

inside the city depart, and let not 

those who are out in the country 

enter it, for these are days of 

vengeance, to fulfill all that is 

written. Alas for women who are 

pregnant and for those who are 

nursing infants in those days! For 

there will be great distress upon 

the earth and wrath against this 

people. They will fall by the edge 

of the sword and be led captive 

among all nations, and 

Jerusalem will be trampled 

underfoot by the Gentiles, until 

the times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled. (Luke 21:20-24 ESV) 

 
 Notice that Luke does not make any mention of the “Abomination of Desolation 

in this passage because there was no such thing in the temple when the temple 

and Jerusalem were destroyed in 70 A.A by the Romans.   

 This is what we call a “double prophecy” which means it applies (partly) to the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and (partly) to the wrath of the Anti-Christ 

many years later. The warning to the faithful to leave Jerusalem applies equally 

to both events on both occasions. 

 In my opinion, Jerusalem is still being trampled underfoot by Gentiles, if you 

consider unbelieving Jews more like Gentiles that faithful Jews since Israel is 

unmistakably secular in its culture and leadership. 

 



 

The Hard Labor (The specifics and an urgent warning) 

 

What to do when you see the Abomination that Causes Desolation 

 
 

 “So when you see the 

abomination of desolation 

spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 

standing in the holy place (let 

the reader understand), then let 

those who are in Judea flee to 

the mountains. Let the one who is 

on the housetop not go down to 

take what is in his house, and let 

the one who is in the field not 

turn back to take his cloak. And 

alas for women who are 

pregnant and for those who are 

nursing infants in those days! 

Pray that your flight may not be 

in winter or on a Sabbath. For 

then there will be great 

tribulation, such as has not been 

from the beginning of the world 

until now, no, and never will be. 

(Matthew 24:15-21 ESV) 

 “But when you see the 

abomination of desolation 

standing where he ought not to 

be (let the reader understand), 

then let those who are in Judea 

flee to the mountains. Let the one 

who is on the housetop not go 

down, nor enter his house, to 

take anything out, and let the 

one who is in the field not turn 

back to take his cloak. And alas 

for women who are pregnant 

and for those who are nursing 

infants in those days! Pray that it 

may not happen in winter. For in 

those days there will be such 

tribulation as has not been from 

the beginning of the creation 

that God created until now, and 

never will be. (Mark 13:14-19 

ESV) 

Luke does not mention 

the Abomination that 

Causes Desolation 

 
1. For the third of Israel who don’t trust the world leader who promised to protect 

them and haven’t taken the mark (666) of the beast, and who see his image set 

up in the rebuilt temple, Jesus warns them to leave quickly and get out of 

Jerusalem (and flee to Petra). 
 This exodus should be so urgent that escapees should not even hesitate to pack if 

they are at home (what would they bring?) or, 

 Return back home to get a jacket or coat (where they are going they won’t 

need it and if they return home they will get arrested) 

 It will be very difficult for women who are pregnant since they will have to make 

this journey on foot. For one thing, modern automobiles have tracking devices, 

GPS systems and computers that can be remotely controlled. 

 Fleeing in the winter time will be even more difficult for the reasons mentioned 

above and fleeing on the Sabbath (which in Israel would have Sabbath travel 

restrictions and one would be noticed on the streets when they should be at 

home on a national day of rest) would also be difficult.   

 The erection of this detestable image marks the mid-point of the seven year 

tribulation or the final 1260 days. 

 
And if those days had not been 

cut short, no human being would 

be saved. But for the sake of the 

elect those days will be cut short. 

Then if anyone says to you, 

‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There 

And if the Lord had not cut short 

the days, no human being would 

be saved. But for the sake of the 

elect, whom he chose, he 

shortened the days. And then if 

anyone says to you, ‘Look, here 

Not mentioned by Luke 



he is!’ do not believe it. For false 

christs and false prophets will 

arise and perform great signs 

and wonders, so as to lead 

astray, if possible, even the 

elect. See, I have told you 

beforehand. So, if they say to 

you, ‘Look, he is in the 

wilderness,’ do not go out. If they 

say, ‘Look, he is in the inner 

rooms,’ do not believe it. 

(Matthew 24:22-26 ESV) 

is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he 

is!’ do not believe it. For false 

christs and false prophets will 

arise and perform signs and 

wonders, to lead astray, if 

possible, the elect. But be on 

guard; I have told you all things 

beforehand. (Mark 13:20-23 ESV) 

 

2. For the faithful third of the Jews that flee to safety Jesus warns, “don’t turn back”. 

You will think you have made a mistake by fleeing from civilization and there will 

be attempts to lure you back from safety by those who will claim to be Christ 

(since they haven’t yet met him how would they know) and the Anti-Christ will be 

very convincing. Stay where you are being protected and fed by the Shekinah 

glory of Yahweh. (Revelation 12:6 & 14) 

 
For as the lightning comes from 

the east and shines as far as the 

west, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. Wherever the corpse 

is, there the vultures will gather. 

(Matthew 24:27-28 ESV) 

Not mentioned in Mark Not mentioned in Luke 

 

3. Again, to that third of faithful Israelites, don’t look earthward for your Messiah, 

look heavenward from where he will be coming. His coming will be quick, 

brilliantly bright and from the sky. Also,  

4. Stay where you are protected from the Anti-Christ where the Eagle in Revelation 

12:6 & 14 has taken you from danger to safety. Verse 28 is hard to understand 

unless taken in its context and translated using the correct words: 
The word “corpse” is actually the word ptoma (or in Matthew meaning 

“that which has fallen” (not a dead body). The word vulture is actually the word 

“aetos” (or meaning eagles not vultures!  Therefore in its context this verse 

refers to that body of people (the faithful Israelites who have fled), and who are 

being given nourishment and protection by eagles either literal eagles or angels 

who are acting like eagles.  
But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly 

from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a 

time, and times, and half a time. (Revelation 12:14 ESV)  

 

Minor issue: the word in Revelation is singular, i.e. “the great eagle” whereas in 

Matthew it is plural “eagles”.  If it takes a great Eagle to fly a nation away it must 

be angelic in power so I assume that the eagles in Matthew are also angels 

under the command of the Great Eagle in Revelation (perhaps Michael).    

 

 

 

 

 



 


