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Introduction  

 

Why Study Prophecy? 

 
After all, the Second Coming of Christ hasn’t occurred for over 2,000 years since 

it was predicted so what use were the Books of Daniel and Revelation to the 

previous generations of Christians? 

 

 One third of all Scripture is prophetic.  If we are to teach the whole 

counsel of God we cannot exclude a third of our text. 

 It glorifies God by showing off His abilities to predict future events (giving 

his followers greater faith and witnessing power). 

 God promises extra blessings for those who study prophecy:  
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 

hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Revelation 1:3 ESV) also 22:7 

 The prophecies prepare us emotionally and spiritually for what is to come. 

 Seeing prophecies being fulfilled spurs us to greater evangelistic activity 

because we realize that time is short. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 

lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior Jesus Christ, (Titus 2:11-13 ESV)  

 It saves us from losing faith and becoming disillusioned, thinking that we 

missed the rapture or that God is breaking his promises.  
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. (1 Thessalonians 4:13 ESV) 

Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:18 ESV) 

 

Why were the disciples so interested in Jesus’ return? 
1. It’s what they signed up for.  They were hoping to reign with him in His glorious 

Kingdom. 
And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until 

they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” (Mark 9:1 ESV) 

And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to 

sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” (Matthew 20:21 ESV) 

 
2. It was helpful to their faith to see signs of His coming. 

 

 



The Olivet Discourse 

The Occasion; 

 
 (Matthew 24:1-2 ESV)Jesus left 

the temple and was going away, 

when his disciples came to point 

out to him the buildings of the 

temple. But he answered them, 

“You see all these, do you not? 

Truly, I say to you, there will not 

be left here one stone upon 

another that will not be thrown 

down.”  

(Mark 13:1-2 ESV) And as he 

came out of the temple, one of 

his disciples said to him, “Look, 

Teacher, what wonderful stones 

and what wonderful buildings!” 

And Jesus said to him, “Do you 

see these great buildings? There 

will not be left here one stone 

upon another that will not be 

thrown down.”  

(Luke 21:5-6 ESV) And while 

some were speaking of the 

temple, how it was adorned with 

noble stones and offerings, he 

said, “As for these things that you 

see, the days will come when 

there will not be left here one 

stone upon another that will not 

be thrown down.”  

 
 It is Passover Week, or as we call it Passion Week and Jesus is leaving the vicinity of 

the temple where he has been preaching all day and the disciples comment 

about the beauty of the temple. 

 Jesus takes this opportunity to predict the destruction of the temple, one of the 

earliest prophecies that will give the disciples solid convictions about their faith 

when they see it happen in their lifetimes. 

 The temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. by the Romans (some 38 years after this 

prophecy was given) and literally was razed to the ground completely. This 

prophecy makes the worship of the wailing wall by Jewish people today, worship 

that is based on a false location. That is not the site of the original 2nd temple. 

 

The Question(s)  

 
(Matthew 24:3 ESV) As he sat on 

the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things 

be, and what will be the sign of 

your coming and of the end of 

the age?”  

(Mark 13:3-4 ESV) And as he sat 

on the Mount of Olives opposite 

the temple, Peter and James and 

John and Andrew asked him 

privately, “Tell us, when will these 

things be, and what will be the 

sign when all these things are 

about to be accomplished?”  

(Luke 21:7 ESV) And they asked 

him, “Teacher, when will these 

things be, and what will be the 

sign when these things are about 

to take place?”  

 
 Mark tells us that there were only 4 disciples involved in this conversation, Peter, 

James, John and Andrew. This means that Matthew and Luke (Peter was Mark’s 

source) had to learn of this conversation through these men. 

 If we look closely, we will see that there is more than one question and the 

question in Matthew is different than the question in Mark and Luke because 

Matthew intended to use this instruction to answer his question about the signs of 

the end times (more so than did Mark or Luke).  

 Question #1 is: “When will these things be?” I.e. when the temple will be 

destroyed. 

 Question #2 asked by Matthew in his gospel, using the content of Jesus’ 

instruction to answer it, is: “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end 

of the age?” Notice that Matthew was asking for only one sign but Jesus offered 

several signs.  Mark’s question seems to be hinting at that same question 



whereas Luke doesn’t record it being asked. Which means Luke will give us more 

instructions about the destruction of the temple and Matthew and Mark will give 

us more information about the Second Coming.   

 Matthew asked for information about his Parousia or coming.  Notice carefully 

that he asked about His “coming” singular not plural.  Pre-tribulation theologians 

speak of two comings, his coming to take his church out of the world and then 

another coming when he takes his Kingdom and establishes His rule over the 

earth at the end of the tribulation. Pre-Wrath theologians are consistent with the 

Scripture in speaking of only one coming, His Second Coming.  

 

The Warning 

 
And Jesus answered them, “See 

that no one leads you astray. For 

many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and 

they will lead many astray. 

(Matthew 24:4-5 ESV) 

And Jesus began to say to them, 

“See that no one leads you 

astray. Many will come in my 

name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and 

they will lead many astray. (Mark 

13:5-6 ESV) 

And he said, “See that you are 

not led astray. For many will 

come in my name, saying, ‘I am 

he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do 

not go after them. (Luke 21:8 

ESV) 

 
 One of the greatest dangers during the end times will be trusting people who are 

claiming to be Christ or at least come with revelation from Christ that the hour of 

the end has come. Jesus warned us to not be taken in by these people.  

 The Anti-Christ will be the #1 imposter causing many to follow him because he 

will perform miracles and claim to be Christ. Following him would be disastrous so 

it is extremely important to know these signs and wait patiently for Jesus until His 

promised coming arrives. 

 

The Birth-Pangs 

 
And you will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars. See that you are 

not alarmed, for this must take 

place, but the end is not yet. For 

nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom, 

and there will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places. 

All these are but the beginning of 

the birth pains. (Matthew 24:6-8 

ESV) 

And when you hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, do not be 

alarmed. This must take place, 

but the end is not yet. For nation 

will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There 

will be earthquakes in various 

places; there will be famines. 

These are but the beginning of 

the birth pains. (Mark 13:7-8 ESV) 

And when you hear of wars and 

tumults, do not be terrified, for 

these things must first take place, 

but the end will not be at once. 

Then he said to them, “Nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be 

great earthquakes, and in 

various places famines and 

pestilences. And there will be 

terrors and great signs from 

heaven. (Luke 21:9-11 ESV) 

  

 Jesus uses the analogy of a pregnancy to illustrate the sequence of events that 

will happen during the end times. A mother does not experience birth pangs 

during her entire pregnancy, but when she does, she knows she is in her ninth 

month and will soon deliver a baby. 

 However, birth pangs can also be misleading, like Braxton Hicks contractions. So 

don’t be deceived. Many will use false statistics to alarm people that the end is 

near, but Jesus specifically said “see that you are not alarmed”. 



Here’s the problem with making generalities specific: 
o Wars and rumors of wars: 1 

 Between 1870 and 1913 the frequency of paired conflicts (conflicts 

between two nations) increased on average 6% per year. 

 Between WWI and WWII the frequency of paired conflicts rose 17% per 

year. 

 During the Cold War the frequency jumped to 31%. 

 During the 1990’s the frequency jumped to 36% per year.  

 But all this is because there are more nation states and less colonialism. 

This is not an accurate indicator. 

o Earthquakes and famines:2 

 Statistically there seems to be no increase in the number or intensity of 

earthquakes. In fact the number and intensity prior to 1950 was higher 

than after 1950, which is a problem for prophecy speakers! 

 The verdict is still out regarding famines, with conflicting data from various 

sources, but all sources agree that the world is running out of water and 

that will lead to future famines.3, 4 

o The problem is, we look to see, in these signs, indicators of the beginning of the 

Tribulation but Jesus identified these as tools (panic buttons) of false Christs to 

deceive people away from the true signs about to be described. Don’t get 

caught up in these deceptions! (Don’t trust Hal Lindsey’s statistics either, they 

have been proven to be false).   

 

So don’t be deceived! 
 

The Tribulation will start with a covenant made between Israel and a strong world 

leader coming from the Revived Roman Empire (either it’s geographical region or from 

the same ethnic groups it was once composed). 
 

 

Application 

1. Be like the men of Issachar and not silly and gullible sheep; know the signs 

of the times. 
(1 Chronicles 12:32 ESV) Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do , . . .   

2. Use your knowledge of prophecy to prepare you and your family to 

endure to the end. 
(Matthew 24:11-13 ESV) And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because 

lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end 

will be saved.  

                                                 
1 http://www.historytoday.com/blog/2011/07/alarming-increase-wars 
2 http://www.icr.org/research/index/researchp_sa_r06/ 
3 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2013/dec/17/planet-climate-change-risk-drought-famine-

epidemic 
4 http://www.factcheck.org/2011/04/rev-graham-and-the-signs-of-armageddon/ 


