
Worshiping a Sovereign God in a Sin-Sick World 
Studies in the Book of Daniel 

Cornerstone Church 

Winter, Spring, Summer 2015 

 
Seeing a Sovereign God Predict Victory Over a Sin-Sick World  
Daniel Chapters 7-12 

 
August 2, 2015 

 

Today’s Message: The Climax of All History, When God Wins Victoriously, Daniel 

12  

 

Introduction  

 

Verse One Michael, Israel’s Protector 
“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall 

be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time 

your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. (Daniel 

12:1 ESV) 

 Michael the arch-angel is revealed to be Israel’s protector. That means that 

Michael (and his forces) have been at work defending Israel for at least since 

1948 and the Six Day War in 1967 and subsequent wars, and is actively guarding 

Israel today until . . . 

 The Great Tribulation begins midway through the 7 year Tribulation period. Then 

Michael will step aside and allow the Anti-Christ and Satan to go after Israel with 

any hindrance. 

 Michael is “the one who restrains” the activity of the Anti-Christ in 2 Thessalonians 

2:6-7 
And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the 

mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is 

out of the way.  

o This restrainer is not the Holy Spirit (how can an omnipresent being become non-

omnipresent) nor is he human government as some claim (the singular pronoun he 

cannot be used for human government) 

o Jewish and Christian scholars agree that Michael has a special relationship to Israel 

based on: 
But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends by my side 

against these except Michael, your prince. (Daniel 10:21 ESV) 

o The ESV says, “the one who has charge of your people” but the Hebrew literally says 

the “one standing over your people” i.e. the one who is protecting them. 

o In 2 Thessalonians 2:7, the phrase “he who restrains” means literally, “he who is 

holding ____ down” i.e. holding down the Anti-Christ (like wrestling) from hurting Israel 

and the phrase “out of the way” means to step aside, meaning allowing Anti-Christ 

to have total access to persecute unbelieving Israel. The word “step aside” in Hebrew 

means to “stand still” or “be inactive”, i.e. Michael was ordered to allow the Anti-

Christ to attack Israel as a nation and do nothing to protect her. 

 After Michael steps aside, Israel (and Christ-followers) will experience the greatest 



distress (thlipsis in Greek) or tribulation the world has ever seen. 
For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until 

now, no, and never will be. (Matthew 24:21 ESV) 

 Only one-third of Israelites will survive this onslaught.  Two thirds will perish and the 

other third will be refined by fire to become the remnant that flees and is saved. 

See Zechariah 13:8-14:2 and also: 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 

smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 

awesome day of the LORD comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on 

the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 

those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the 

LORD calls. (Joel 2:30-32 ESV) 

 This revival among the Jewish population is spoken of in: 
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 

pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn 

for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. 

(Zechariah 12:10 ESV) and in: 
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a 

partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this 

way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish 

ungodliness from Jacob”; “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

(Romans 11:25-27 ESV) 

 And not only the Jews but many Gentiles will be saved during the Great 

Tribulation, all those whose names are written in the Book of Life: 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, (Revelation 7:9 ESV)  

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from 

where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones 

coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:13-14 ESV) 

 

Verse 2 The Resurrection of the Dead 
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt.  

 Those who have died in Christ (sleep in the dust) are in spirit form in the presence 

of Christ. (see 2 Corinthians 5:8, and Philippians 1: 21-23) 

 Those who have died in rebellion against Christ are in spirit-form in a place of 

constant torment or Hades, (but not hell) Luke 16:22ff 

 The reason Daniel (and other biblical writers including Jesus) use the word 

“sleep” is because this is a temporary state which is followed by being awake 

and so this depicts and prepares us for our resurrection. 

 The fate of both groups lasts forever (in contradiction to Rob Bell and several 

others who don’t like the fact of an eternal punishment): 
“And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For 

their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all 

flesh.” (Isaiah 66:24 ESV) 

 The reason this is “many” and not “all” is that some have already been 

resurrected, i.e. the martyrs of the Tribulation have their own special resurrection 

and special rewards. (See Phil. 3:10 and Hebrews 11:35 in the Greek, and 

Revelation 20:5 speaks of a staggered resurrection: 
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is 



the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. (Revelati20:5-6 
ESV) 

 

Verse 3 
And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many 

to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  

 “Those who are wise” is literally, “those who make others wise” meaning those 

who witness for Christ and have the privilege of leading people to Christ (and 

any stage in between first hearing to final surrender is counted). 

 Because of their love for Christ and passion to see others rescued they will 

receive enormous honor for all eternity and be displayed in front of the whole 

world as Christ-exalters. 

 

Verse 4 
But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to 

and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 
 Just like previous admonitions to seal up the scroll, Daniel was to do the same 

with this revelation, it was to be sealed (protected) for future generations to 

have and read.   

 Just a possibility: could Gabriel have handed Daniel a heavenly scroll to keep 

and copy? 

 Many prophecy scholars have used this verse to infer that in the end times the 

amount of knowledge and travel will be greatly increased, but 

 The verb in this passage (seen in 2 Chron. 16:9; Jeremiah 5:1; Amos 8:12; Zech. 

4:10) implies a desire to go here and there to find knowledge. The knowledge 

that is implied is a knowledge of how these prophecies are being fulfilled.  

 

Verses 5-7 
Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and one on 

that bank of the stream. And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters 

of the stream, “How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?” And I heard the man clothed in 

linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward 

heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and 

that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would be 

finished. 

 Two angels appear and one of them (or Gabriel) asks the Lord (the man clothed 

in linen we have already met) how long will be the duration of these “astonishing 

things” (wonders).  Even angels do not know the details of future events. 

 Christ raised both hands, not just his right hand to take an oath, and swore by the 

Father’s name that the number of days that believers would have to endure the 

persecution of the Anti-Christ was for a time (one year) times (2 years) and half a 

time (6 months) or 3.5 years.  

 This will happen at the same time the holy people (believing Israelites) will have 

their resistance (power shattered) to God broken and they will be redeemed. 

 

Verses 8-10  
I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, “O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these 



things?” He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the 

end. Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall 

act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall understand. 

 Daniel asked for more information but it was not necessary for him to have all the 

details. The Lord told him to go on about his business and the people who will 

read his prophecies at the end times (that’s us) will connect the dots. 

 During the Great Tribulation, many will come to know Christ and receive him as 

their Savior but just as many or more will rebel even when they can plainly see 

that God is judging the world for its sin. 

 

Verses 11-13 
And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the abomination that makes 

desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. Blessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. 

But go your way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of 

the days.” 

 The Great Tribulation begins when the Anti-Christ sets up his image in the temple 

and forbids regular worship and sacrifices. The abomination that makes desolate 

is this: the abomination is the statue that forces true worshipers of God to 

abandon worship leaving the temple desolate. 

 It will last for 1290 days, 30 days longer than the 1260 days prophesied for the 

duration of the Anti-Christ’s rule and reign. 
o The 1260 days or 3.5 years is from the time the Abomination that makes desolate 

is set up to the end of the wicked reign of Anti-Christ which culminates in the 7th 

Trumpet (Revelation 11:15ff)  

o The additional 30 days is for the Bowl Judgments of God to be meted out upon 

the unbelieving world (Revelation 16:2ff) notice that the plagues in Egypt took 

several days, not hours, as will these judgments. 

o The final 45 days is for Christ to collect the believing Jews who are scattered 

throughout the earth to bring them to Jerusalem to start the Millennial Reign of 

Christ with living (un-resurrected humans) who will re-populate the earth and 

eventually populate heaven. 
In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 

shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. In that day the Lord 

will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his 

people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, 

from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. He will raise a signal for the 

nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of 

Judah from the four corners of the earth. (Isaiah 11:10-12 ESV) 

 

And there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that remains of his 

people, as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt. (Isaiah 

11:16 ESV) 

o Once the remnant is collected then the Marriage Supper (Revelation 19:9) of the 

Lamb can begin. These events seem to be timed according to the Jewish calendar 

of feasts, with the Second Coming of Christ occurring on the Jewish feast of Purim 

(God’s deliverance of the Jews during Esther and Mordecai’s days, and 30 days later 

it would culminate in the Feast of Passover, then 45 days later would bring the 

calendar to 5 days before Pentecost and of course wedding feasts last 5-7 days 

(notice that God married Israel on Pentecost when he redeemed Israel from Egypt).1  

                                                 
1 http://www.triumphpro.com/1260-1290-1335.htm 


