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Introduction  

 

Verse 2 

 Gabriel informs Daniel that three more kings will arise in Persia (after Darius/Cyrus 

539-530 BC). They are:  
o Cambyses 529-522 BC 

o Artaxerxes (aka Smerdis or Gaumata) 522 BC 

o Darius I Hystaspes 521-486 BC 

 The fourth king which became rich and attacked Greece was: 
o Xerxes I 486-465 BC 

 The king who followed Xerxes and is mentioned in Daniel 9 and Nehemiah 2 is: 
o Artaxerxes Longimanus 465-425 BC and is irrelevant to this prophecy therefore he 

is not mentioned. 

 

Verses 3-4 
 God predicts through Gabriel, that Alexander the Great (334-323 BC) would rise 

in power (this was predicted 200 years before the event) 
o Since God exists outside of time, think of God being in the center of a big circle 

and the circle represents all of history on a circular timeline and God is able to 

see (and orchestrate) everything at once. 

 And almost as soon as he had risen to power his kingdom would be divided into 

four partitions taken over by 1) Cassander who ruled over Macedonia and 

Greece (the west wind) and 2) Lysimachus who ruled over Asia Minor and 

Thrace (the north wind) and 3) Seleucus who ruled over Syria and Babylon (the 

east wind) and 4) Ptolemy who ruled over Egypt, Arabia and Israel (the south 

wind). 

 Alexander’s two sons, Alexander IV and Herakles, were assassinated so the 

prophecy: “but not to his posterity” was fulfilled.  

 Also the combined power of the four divisions never matched Alexander’s 

power or greatness – “nor according to the authority with which he ruled.” 

 

  

 



Verse 5 
 The king of the south is Ptolemy I Soter, Alexander’s top general. He ruled Egypt. 

His lieutenant general underneath him was Selecus I Nicator. Seleucus was 

appointed satrap over Babylon, but was ousted by another general (Antigonus) 

who was later defeated by Ptolemy I Soter with Seleucus’ help. After that victory 

in Gaza, Seleucus returned to Babylon (but later ruled from Antioch) where he 

gained more and more territory until his was the largest of the four empires (“but 

one of his princes shall be stronger than he and shall rule, and his authority shall be a great 

authority”.) 

 
Verse 6 

 The two empires warred against one another until Ptolemy II Philadelphus, 285-

246 (who also instigated the translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek, the LXX, 

and established the famous library in Alexandria, and employed the famous 

mathematician Euclid who taught geometry in Ptolemy’s court) made a peace 

treaty with Antiochus II Theos (261-246 BC) Selecus’s grandson.  “After some years 

they shall make an alliance,” 

 To seal the treaty, Berenice, Ptolemy’s daughter, traveled northward to Antioch 

to be married to Antiochus II, the king of the north. Her son would then become 

heir to the throne of the Seleucus dynasty and empire.  Unfortunately, Antiochus 

was already married to a very evil and powerful woman named Laodice who 

succeeded in murdering Antiochus, Berenice and their child, the future heir. “But 

she shall not retain the strength of her arm, and he and his arm shall not endure, but she shall be 

given up, and her attendants,.”  

 

Verse 7 
 “And from a branch from her roots one shall arise in his (father’s) place.” This refers to 

Berenice’s brother, Ptolemy III Euergetes (246-221 BC) who replaced his father on 

the throne of Egypt. In revenge for his sister’s death he took an army north to 

Antioch and defeated the Seleuced forces (the war lasted from 246-241) and 

put Laodice to death. 

 

Verse 8 
 Ptolemy III conquered territory as far as Babylon and carried back to Egypt the 

spoils worth 4,000 talents of gold, 40,000 talents of silver, the idols, including idols 

taken from Egypt by Cambyses 280 years earlier. This so pleased the Egyptians 

that they gave him the name “Euergetes” which means benefactor. 

 The phrase: “and for some years he shall refrain from attacking the king of the north” is 

unclear.  The KJV says “he hall continue more years than the king of the north”. Both are 

true. Ptolemy outlasted his rival to the north by 4 years, but he also made a 

peace treaty with his rival so he could conquer more territory towards the 

Aegean.  

 

Verse 9 
 Two years later Selecus II reorganized his army and invaded Egypt but was 

soundly defeated and returned with only a small remnant of an army. 



 

Verse 10 
 Seleucus’s sons, Seleucus III and Antiochus III continued the wars with Egypt. 

Seleucus III however was assassinated after ruling for three years and Antiochus 

III, his brother, took over the throne.  Antiochus III is important to us because 

under his rule, Israel became part of the Seleucud Empire and paved the way for 

the heinous Antiochus IV and his evil deeds. Antiochus got as far as Phoenicia 

and Palestine and recovered the fortress of Seleucia in Cilicia (the fortress of 

verse 10). 

 

Verse 11 
 In response to this aggression, Ptolemy IV Philopator (221-203 BC) launched a 

counterattack.  The size of the two armies: Ptolemy’s was 70,000 infantry, 5,000 

cavalry, and 73 elephants, whereas Antiochus’ army was 62,000 infantry, 6,000 

cavalry, and 102 elephants (And he shall raise a great multitude,). Ptolemy won that 

battle in 217 B.C. (but it shall be given into his hand.) 

 

Verse 12 
 Ptolemy struck down 17,000 of Antiochus’s soldiers (And when the multitude is taken 

away) and because of his success he became proud (his heart shall be exalted,) and 

he attempted to enter the Holy of holies in Jerusalem on his way back to Egypt 

but was prevented by a sudden case of paralysis. Despite the latest victory 

however, his supremacy would not last long (but he shall not prevail.) 

 

Verse 13 
 When Ptolemy IV died, his four year old son became king in his place and the 

king of the north, Antiochus III, saw this as his revenge opportunity.  He assembled 

an army of over 100,000 men and returned to do battle against Egypt once 

again.   

 

Verse 14 
 The allied force against Ptolemy included Philip of Macedon and insurrectionists 

in Egypt along with Antiochus (“In those times many shall rise against the king of the south,). 

There were also Jews in Israel (thieves and robbers) who allied themselves with 

Antiochus against Ptolemy (and the violent among your own people shall lift themselves up 

in order to fulfill the vision,) but, even though their side eventually won, General 

Scopas of the Egyptian forces (who lost the battle) punished these robbers and 

thieves in Jerusalem on his way back to Egypt (but they shall fail.).   

 

Verse 15 
 General Scopas engaged the Syrian forces (of the Seleuced Empire) at what 

was known in NT times as Caesarea Philippi in 199 B.C.  He lost the battle and fled 

to Sidon (a well-fortified city.) where Antiochus set up siege works and defeated 

General Scopas who surrendered in 198 B.C. 

 

 



Verse 16 
 After the defeat of General Scopas at Sidon, Antiochus III had complete control 

over all of Palestine and he punished the Jews who sided with Egypt but was 

welcomed by most for being their liberator.  

 

Verse 17 

 Antiochus came to Ptolemy with a peace treaty and to seal the deal 

brought his own daughter, Cleopatra, to be Ptolemy’s wife (arranged in 

197 B.C and consummated in 193 B.C. since Ptolemy was only 10 years old 

at the time) (He shall give him the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom) in hopes of 

using her loyalty to gain more leverage and territory in Egypt but it backfired 

because Cleopatra fell in love with her young husband and became loyal to 

him instead of her father (but it shall not stand or be to his advantage). 

 

Verse 18 
 After his peace treaty with Ptolemy was finished, Antiochus set his sights on 

the lands to the west around the Aegean (turn his face to the coastlands and shall 

capture many of them,). However, Rome sent a commander by the name of 

Lucius Cornelius Scipio (but a commander shall put an end to his insolence.) who, along 

with his Greek allies routed Antiochus at the Battle of Magnesia (near Smyrna 

Turkey) with only 30,000 of his own troops against 70,000 of Antiochus’s forces. 

The anger of Rome and Lucius was such that they made Antiochus surrender to 

this peace agreement after surrendering territory, dismantling his army, and pay 

a heavy annual fee to Rome (he shall turn his insolence back upon him.).     

 

Verse 19 
 After this humiliating defeat, Antiochus returned to his own country where he was 

killed by an angry mob in 187 B.C. 

 

Verse 20 
 In need of money to pay Rome, the successor to Antiochus (Seleucus IV) sent a 

tax collector (who shall send an exactor of tribute) by the name of Heliodorus to collect 

taxes and raid temples, even the one in Jerusalem (but a frightful vision of angry 

angels prevented him from looting the temple).  Seleucus IV reigned only a few 

years and was poisoned by his own tax collector who was attempting to take 

the throne for himself (But within a few days he shall be broken, neither in anger nor in battle). 

  


