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Introduction  

 

Verses 1-2 

 Daniel gives credit to God for Cyrus’ success 

 Daniel was now about 81 years old (the year is 538 B.C.) 

 Daniel affirmed that Jeremiah’s prophecies were literally the very Word of God 

when he said, “according to the word of the Lord” 

 How were these scrolls of God’s word preserved and people like Daniel could 

rely on the accuracy of the documents? 
o The Israelites created a profession of men who were called scribes and it was 

their professional job to maintain the absolute accuracy of the original 

documents. Here is how they did it: 
1. The letters of the law could only be written in square letters (that would be like saying 

they could only be written using Arial font today with no loops or wings added). A 

scribe was not allowed to use his own handwriting such as cursive because it could be 

mistaken for another word by a future scribe. 

2. Each scribe was to use the “perfect” text that had been passed down from the 

generation before (even though most scribes had the Scriptures totally memorized). 

3. Every word was checked with the word from the original text before the scribe could 

move on to the next word. 

4. Once a page of the parchment was complete, every letter, word and paragraph had 

to be counted and matched to the numbers in the original and if incorrect it was 

discarded. 

5. Each letter had to be clear and legible and no two letters could touch. 

6. Once a page was complete it had to be checked by three rabbis before it could be 

sown into the scroll (most scrolls contained @ 250 pages). 

7. The whole scroll was once again reviewed after 30 days and if 2 or less errors were 

found in the scroll they could be corrected, but if there were 3 or more, the whole 

scroll was destroyed and the scribe had to start all over again. 

 Studying these prophecies Daniel knew they were about to come true. 
o (Jeremiah 25:11-12 ESV)  This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and 

these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Then after seventy 

years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of 

the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the LORD, making the land an 

everlasting waste.  

o (Jeremiah 29:10 ESV)  “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are 

completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring 

you back to this place.  



 The 70 year prediction was a biblical round number (the actual decree to 

rebuild occurred 68 years after Jeremiah made this prophecy)  
o From 605 B.C. to 537 B.C. = 68 years  

 Since Daniel took the prophecies of 70 years to be a literal 70 years, (even if they 

were rounded up) so should we take the numbers in Daniel and revelation to be 

literal numbers. This will dictate how we interpret the rest of Daniel 9 and all of 

Revelation. 
 

Verse 3  
 If Daniel was fasting, it was most likely a multi-day prayer.  Daniel was willing to 

go without food, to sit in a pile of ashes, and wear very uncomfortable clothing 

(like gunny sacks for us today) to demonstrate his sincerity for an answer and his 

own humility while he repented for the nation. 

 

Verse 4 – Adoration 

 All of our prayers should begin with adoration (like the Lord’s prayer does). Why 

would God listen if we fail to esteem him for who He really is and fail to confess 

our sins as Daniel is about to do? 

 He is great (chief among others), He is awesome (one who inspires fear), He is 

one who keeps His covenant love and His hesed love. 

 

Verses 5-15 – Confession 
 Verse 5 & 6 of Daniel’s prayer indicates all the ways Israel has offended God:  

o 1) they sinned (missed the mark of God’s perfection), 2) they have done 

wrong (twisted away from the right road), 3) they have acted wickedly 

(guilty of crimes against humanity and God), 4) they have rebelled (failed 

to obey God’s commandments), 5) they have turned aside (this describes 

their rebellion to follow God’s commandments and travel their own path) 

and 6) they failed to listen to the prophets (those sent to remind and get 

the people’s attention).  

 Verses 6-15 describe the scope of the sin and God’s righteousness in punishing 

Israel for their sin. 

 

Verses 16-19 – The Petition 
 Daniel asks that God cease the exile and restore Jerusalem.  

 The plea is based not on the worthiness of God’s children but on God’s honor.  

 Every month that goes by, people will say essentially that God could not even 

protect His temple and restore His city. 

 

Application 
1. The Church of Christ today is the visible manifestation of the person work of Christ 

on earth and what the world sees when they look at the church reflects on their 

image of Christ. Here are statistics on the moral temperature of the church: 



 33% of all born-again Christians1 had been divorced compared to 34% of non-

born-again Americans, and 90% of all born-again Christians who divorced, did so 

after they had “accepted Christ”. 

 In many parts of the Bible Belt, the divorce rate is 50% above the national 

average.2 

 On average, evangelicals today give only 2% of their income to the Lord’s work. 

As American Christians grow richer they continue to give less.3 

 25% of born-again Christians have lived with a member of the opposite sex 

before marriage compared to 33% of the general population (2001 Barna report)4 

 26% of traditional evangelicals do not think pre-marital sex is wrong, & 46% of non-

traditional evangelicals think it is O.K.5 

 13% of traditional evangelicals think extra-marital affairs are O.K. and 19% of non-

traditional evangelicals think it is O.K. 

 Regarding racism: 11% of Catholics and non-evangelicals objected to having 

blacks for neighbors, compared to 16% for mainline Protestants and 17% for 

Baptists and 20% for Southern Baptists!6 

 Domestic abuse: Theologically conservative Christians, commit domestic abuse 

at least as often as the general public.7  

 Public attitudes towards Christians: 44% have a positive view of Christian clergy, 

32% have a positive view of born-again Christians and 22% have a positive view 

of evangelicals.8  

 

2. What will Christ do to discipline the church like the Father disciplined Israel? 

 To the Church of Ephesus: (Revelation 2:5 ESV) Remember therefore from where 

you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 

and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.  
 To the Church of Pergamum: Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and 

war against them with the sword of my mouth. (Revelation 2:16 ESV) 

 To the Church of Thyatira: And all the churches will know that I am he who 

searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works. 

(Revelation 2:23 ESV) 

 To the Church of Sardis: Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 

and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know 

at what hour I will come against you. (Revelation 3:3 ESV) 

 To the Church of Laodicea: So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 

cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. (Revelation 3:16 ESV) 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Barna classifies as born-again all who say “they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is still 

important in their life today” and who also believe “that when they die they will go to heaven because they have 

confessed their sins and accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior.” Location 153 in the Kindle edition of Ron Sider’s 

book The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience: Why Are Christians Living Just Like the World? 
2 Ibid. location 171 
3 Ibid location 187 
4 Ibid loc. 221 
5 Ibid loc. 238 
6 Ibid loc. 238 
7 Ibid loc. 272 
8 Ibid loc. 289 


