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Introduction  

 

Verses 15-17 
 Jesus appears to Daniel and instructs Gabriel (first time an angel has been 

identified in Scripture)to interpret the dream  

 Why do we know it was Jesus? Because Daniel is not afraid of angels (7:16) but 

he is frightened in the presence of the Lord. (So was Isaiah (6:5) Ezekiel, (1:28) 

and John (Revelation 1:17). 

 These events were not to happen immediately (actually 2-400 years later)  

 “Time of the end” refers to the time of Antiochus IV’s end, not the end of time. 

 

Verses 18-20 
 Daniel was awakened from his awe-inspired stupor by Gabriel’s touch (angels 

have supernatural powers of strength and healing) 

 The latter end refers to the end when God’s patience has had enough and His 

wrath is unleashed upon Antiochus and the Israeli rebels (transgressors). 

 Gabriel identifies the ram as both the Medo-Persian Empire and its kings. 

 

Verses 21-22 
 Gabriel identifies the goat as the Greek Empire and Alexander the Great as its 

main king. 

 Gabriel identifies the four horns as the successors to Alexander and with 

accuracy prophecies that they will have less power (all this was predicted 200 

years before it happened). 

 

Verses 23-25 
 Gabriel explains that at the end of the Greek Empire, and when the transgressors 

have reached their limit, in other words when the Israelites and their idolatry 

have stretched God’s patience to the breaking point, a king will arise (Antiochus 

IV). 

 God’s patience can only be stretched so far. . . 
o (Matthew 23:31-32 ESV) Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of 

those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers.  



o (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 ESV) . . . the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the 

prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind by 

hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as 

always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!  

 

 This king will have a bold face, i.e. stern face which means he will be merciless to 

those who oppose him. 

 He will “understand riddles” means either he will be a master of political intrigue 

or that he will be able to solve thorny problems with popular solutions. 

 This is the whole point of the prophecy – to prepare God’s people for the coming 

persecution.  (see application section below) 

 “Not his own power”, i.e. Satan’s power as Satan controlled him from within 

 He will destroy mighty men – nobles and enemy commanders 

  “destroy the people who are saints” -  the faithful in Israel who have not 

abandoned their God and His laws. 

 “he shall make deceit prosper in his hand” i.e. honesty and lawfulness will not get 

him what he wants so deception and trickery will. 

 “He will be broken, but not by human hand –  
o 1 Maccabees 6:8-9, 16  And it came to pass when the king heard these words, 

that he was struck with fear, and exceedingly moved: and he laid himself down 

upon his bed, and fell sick for grief, because it had not fallen out to him as he 

imagined. [9] And he remained there many days: for great grief came more and 

more and more upon him, and he made account that he should die. [16] So king 

Antiochus died there in the year one hundred and forty-nine (163 B.C.).  

 

Verse 26 
 Gabriel tells Daniel to seal up the vision and affirms once again that the number 

of 2300 days is fixed. The concept of sealing a document was to protect it so that 

it could not be destroyed.  It was Daniel’s job to guarantee that this document 

(vision) was preserved for future generations so that they would be prepared to 

face the coming threat when it arrived. 

 

Verse 27 
 The horror of what Daniel saw (the war against the saints) disturbed him so much 

he became emotionally and physically ill for several days, being bedridden until 

he could return back to work again in Belshazzar’s administration. 

 

The parallels between Antiochus and Anti-Christ: 
1. Antiochus (8:9) and Anti-Christ (7:8) both started out as “little horns”. 

2. Antiochus was a “stern-faced” king (8:23) and Anti-Christ will have an “imposing” 

appearance (7:20). 

3. Antiochus was a “master of intrigue” (8:23) and Anti-Christ shrewdness is seen by him 

having “eyes” that indicate intelligence and cunning (7:8,20). When the final Anti-Christ is 

unveiled, perhaps his ability to provide solutions to the world’s vexing problems will 

catapult him to prominence. 

4. Antiochus had great power (8:24); Anti-Christ will have even greater power (11:39; 2 

Thess. 2:9; Rev. 13:7-8) 

5. Antiochus destroyed his tens of thousands (8:24); Anti-Christ will destroy his hundreds of 

http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=45&ch=6&l=9#x


thousands (Rev. 13:15; 16:13-16) 

6. Antiochus prospered for a short while (8:24) Anti-Christ will prosper for a brief time (11:36; 

Rev. 17:12). 

7. Antiochus persecuted the saints (8:24); Anti-Christ will also persecute believers (7:21,25; 

Rev. 13:7 which says: “Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer 

them. ) 

8. Antiochus was a deceiver (8:25); Anti-Christ will be the master of deception (2 Thess. 2:9; 

Rev. 13:4, 14 which says “and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the 

beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast 

that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” See also Rev. 19:20) 

9. Antiochus was proud (8:25) but Anti-Christ will be one of the most (if not the most) 

arrogant person who ever lived (2 Thess. 2:4 which says, “who opposes and exalts himself 

against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple 

of God, proclaiming himself to be God.” See also Rev. 13:5) 

10. Antiochus blasphemed God (8:25); Anti-Christ will also blaspheme God (7:25; 11:36; Rev. 

13:5-6 which says, And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 

words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth 

to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those 

who dwell in heaven.  
11. Antiochus was not killed by human hand (8:25) nor will the Anti-Christ (2 Thess. 2:8 which 

says, And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the 

breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming.” See also 

Rev. 19:19-20)1  

 

Application 

 
How can we prepare for the coming persecution in our lives or teach our children to 

prepare for it in their lives? 

 

 Read, and re-read 1 Peter 1:13-25 until these truths are buried deep within your 

soul. 
o Prepare your minds for action 

o Be sober-minded 

o Set your hope (not on this world) but on the grace of salvation that will be given 

to us at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

o Don’t be conformed to the passions of this world (materially, physically, sensually) 

o But instead be holy and He is holy. 

o Conduct yourselves with fear knowing how much was spent to redeem us, 

o Purify your souls with obedience to the truth and in so doing, 

o love one another with a pure heart and finally, 

o Recognize that everything around us is perishing like grass which is mowed down 

weekly! 

                                                 
1 My thanks to Stephen Miller in the New American Commentary for assembling these similarities. 


