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Introduction  

 

Verses 1-4 The Ram 
 Third year of Belshazzar’s reign – 550 B.C.  Daniel is now approx. 70 years old 

 The vision occurred in Babylon but in the vision he was transported 220 miles east 

of Babylon to Susa (a winter residence of the Persian kings.) 

 The two horns indicated a combination of two kingdoms – the Medes and the 

Persians with the latter starting smaller and growing larger under Cyrus. 

 The Persian Empire went westward conquering Babylon, Syria, Asia Minor (Lydia 

or modern day Turkey), and raids in Greece, to the north it conquered Armenia 

and Scythia, to the south it conquered Egypt and Ethiopia. 

 In battle the king of Persia wore a ram’s head instead of a typical crown.   

 

Verses 5-8 The Goat 
 Gabriel will interpret this part of the vision to Daniel later but imagine, 

 George Washington predicting that in 1947 Israel would become a nation and 

that it would have a weapon so powerful it could destroy entire cities at one 

time, and it had another weapon that could shoot down rockets in mid-flight 

called Patriot. 

 The goat moved so swiftly it did not touch the ground indicating the speed with 

which Alexander the Great conquered the world. 

 The conspicuous horn=Alexander 

 The goat ran at the ram with anger (wrath) – Alexander was furious with Xerxes 

because of his attacks against Greece and was now getting his revenge. 

 “The horn became exceedingly great” – Alexander’s empire covered 1.5 million 

square miles 

 “When he was strong the horn was broken – Alexander died in 323 B.C. 

(probably of malaria) at the age of 32. 

 The four horns that came up and replaced him were 1) his brother-in-law 

Cassander who was married to his sister, 2) Lysimachus, his boyhood tutor, 3) 

Seleucus, one of Alexandr’s generals, and 4) Ptolemy, a boyhood friend and 

schoolmate. They divided the kingdom (this took 22 years to do) by the 

directions of the compass, north, east, west, and south (like the four winds). 



 

 

Verses 9-14  Antiochus IV (Satan’s first real Anti-Christ) 
 A little horn – Antichus IV Epiphanes (meaning illustrious one, a name he gave 

himself) was not in line to become king (his nephew was) but through bribery 

and flattery he managed to get the kingship. He reigned from 175-163 B.C. 

 Antiochus expanded his territory toward the south and the east including Israel 

(the glorious land, glorious because it is God’s special land he promised to Israel). 

 Host of heaven = saints (see Daniel 12:3; Matthew 13:43) 

 This persecution started in 170 B.C. with the murder of Onias III, the high priest in 

Israel and continued to December 164 B.C. (the 2300 days in verse 14) 

 Became great, at least in the sense of his self-proclaimed title “The Prince of the 

host” or “King of the Jews” 

 Trampled = severe persecution 
o 1 Maccabees 1:21-25   [21] And after Antiochus had ravaged Egypt in the hundred 

and forty-third year, he returned and went up against Israel. [22] And he went up to 

Jerusalem with a great multitude. [23] And he proudly entered into the sanctuary, and 

took away the golden altar, and the candlestick of light, and all the vessels thereof, 

and the table of proposition, and the pouring vessels, and the vials, and the little mortars 

of gold, and the veil, and the crowns, and the golden ornament that was before the 

temple: and he broke them all in pieces. [24] And he took the silver and gold, and the 

precious vessels: and he took the hidden treasures which he found: and when he had 

taken all away he departed into his own country. [25] And he made a great slaughter 

of men, and spoke very proudly. 

o 1 Maccabees 1:41-45    [41] Her sanctuary was desolate like a wilderness, her festival days 

were turned into mourning, her sabbaths into reproach, her honours were brought to 

nothing. [42] Her dishonour was increased according to her glory, and her excellency was 

turned into mourning. [43] And king Antiochus wrote to all his kingdom, that all the people 

should be one: and every one should leave his own law. [44] And all nations consented 

according to the word of king Antiochus. [45]And many of Israel consented to his service, 

and they sacrificed to idols, and profaned the sabbath. 

o 2 Maccabees 5: 11-14  [11] Now when these things were done, the king suspected that the 

Jews would forsake the alliance: whereupon departing out of Egypt with a furious mind, he 

took the city by force of arms. [12] And commanded the soldiers to kill, and not to spare any 

that came in their way, and to go up into the houses to slay. [13] Thus there was a slaughter 

of young and old, a destruction of women and children, and killing of virgins and 

infants. [14] And there were slain in the space of three whole days fourscore thousand 

(80,000), forty thousand were made prisoners, and as many sold.[15] But this was not 

enough; he presumed also to enter into the temple, the most holy in all the world, Menelaus, 

that traitor to the laws, and to his country, being his guide. 

o His crowning act of sacrilege: Defiling the temple with a statue of Zeus and an offering of 

swine on the altar: 1 Maccabees 1:46-50 [46] And the king sent letters by the hands of 

messengers to Jerusalem, and to all the cities of Juda: that they should follow the law of the 

nations of the earth, [47] And should forbid holocausts and sacrifices, and atonements to 

be made in the temple of God. [48] And should prohibit the sabbath, and the festival days, 

to be celebrated. [49] And he commanded the holy places to be profaned, and the holy 

people of Israel. [50] And he commanded altars to be built, and temples, and idols, and 

swine' s flesh to be immolated, and unclean beasts. 
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 Verse 12a – “And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering 

because of transgression (rebellion of the people of Israel from their godly beliefs and 

practices), 1 Maccabess 1: 45  45]And many of Israel consented to his service, and they 

sacrificed to idols, and profaned the sabbath. 

  Verse 12b – “and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and prosper.”                                

1 Maccabees 1: 56-60    [56] And they drove away the people of Israel into lurking holes, 

and into the secret places of fugitives. [57] On the fifteenth day of the month Casleu, in 

the hundred and forty-fifth year, king Antiochus set up the abominable idol of desolation 

upon the altar of God, and they built altars throughout all the cities of Juda round 

about: [58] And they burnt incense, and sacrificed at the doors of the houses, and in the 

streets. [59] And they cut in pieces, and burnt with fire the books of the law of God: [60] And 

every one with whom the books of the testament of the Lord were found, and whosoever 

observed the law of the Lord, they put to death, according to the edict of the king. 

Application 

1. This, like the 7 trumpets in Revelation are not God’s wrath upon sinful man, but 

man’s wrath upon godly people. God promised his chosen that we would be 

spared from the wrath of God, (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9) but He did not promised 

his chosen that they would be spared from the wrath of man. Be prepared, it’s 

coming. 

2. If the faithful remnant in Israel could persevere (even hiding in holes in the ground) 

without the full measure and power of the Holy Spirit, then we ought to be able to 

persevere during the coming tribulation with the full measure and power of the 

Holy Spirit within us.   
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