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Introduction 

 

Verses 15-18 
 Daniel was most likely transported to Heaven and had the same experience that 

the Apostle John had on the island of Patmos. 
o (Revelation 1:9-10 ESV)  I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 

kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 

Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord's day,  

o (Revelation 17:7 ESV) But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you 

the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that 

carries her.  

o (Revelation 5:5 ESV) And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, 

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can 

open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

  Before frightening Daniel prematurely, the angel jumped ahead to announce 

the ultimate victory of the saints over the Anti-Christ. 

 

Verses 19-22 
 The fourth beast (RRE) will be extremely violent (iron teeth and claws of bronze, 

unlike normal animals whose claws are made out of alpha or beta keratin). 

 Expect the behavior of this beast to be like ISIS on steroids. 

 Speculation: The Anti-Christ’s hatred will most likely consist of a combination of 

retribution fury for something done to his family and Satanic fury caused by 

Satan’s hatred for the people of God, including ethnic Jews. 

 He will make war with the saints. 

o If you believe in a pre-tribulation rapture of the church then you will have 

to limit the definition of “saints” to Jewish people only, but 

 When Paul addressed the “saints” in Rome, in Corinth, in Ephesus, in 

Philippi, in Colossae, in Thessalonica, (in his epistles) he was 

speaking to both Jewish and non-Jewish believers 

 When Jude used the word “saint”, he described them as those who 

have once-for-all received the faith (gospel of Christ), indicating 

that it was not just Jewish believers who had the gospel delivered 



to them, but also non-Jews. 

 Therefore if saints are all believers in OT and NT, then they (the 

church) will be present during the Great Tribulation.  

 

 He will be prevailing against the saints (some translations say “He prevailed”, but 

the online Hebrew/English interlinear translates the word “prevailing”). 
o “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray 

one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead 

many astray. (Matthew 24:9-11 ESV) 

o For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning 

of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut 

short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days 

will be cut short. (Matthew 24:21-22 ESV) 

o Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 

authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 

and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 

written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 

was slain. If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to 

captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he 

be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (Revelation 13:7-

10 ESV) 

 

 God the Father will not let the Anti-Christ completely annihilate all the saints (for 

the sake of the elect- does this mean that God stopped him when there were 

50% left? 40%? 30%?, 20%? And does this mean that if more had died even the 

elect would stop believing in the promises of God?) 

 

 He will usher in the judgment mentioned earlier, overthrow the Anti-Christ and 

give the world’s kingdoms to the saints. 

 

Verses 23-27 
 The Anti-Christ will “wear out” the saints. He will so harass the saints that their lives 

will be so utterly miserable they won’t have what seems an ounce of faith left to 

hang on and remain true to Christ. 

 He will change Sundays to a work day and all religious freedoms will be taken 

away from the people of God. Vs 25 

 This time of suffering will last 3.5 years or 42 months or 1260 days. 

 Then his time will be up and his kingdom destroyed forever and given to: 

 The saints who suffered so much under his rule. 

 Jesus will reign and all the people of the earth will obey Him. 

 

Verse 28 
 These thoughts unnerved Daniel and he kept them to himself. 

 

What is our motive to endure? 

 It is the same motive of all our spiritual ancestors – a city (a people and their 

God) kept for us to be our reward for all eternity. Hebrews 11:13-16; 32-39  


