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28 

 
Introduction: The New Babylon 

 

Verses 1-3 

 
 A satrapy was a region, much like our states but larger, and a satrap was like a governor 

over the region. 

 The Lord continued to place Daniel in a favored position with the new king so that he 

would soon be second in command under the king. 

 This pending promotion would be the cause for a conspiracy against Daniel. 

 

Verses 4-5  
 Daniel’s integrity was obvious, they knew there were no secret slush funds, no skeletons of 

dead bodies in his closet, no corruption, no pay-for-play cash transactions, unlike many 

of our present day politicians. 

 The only “smoking gun” was Daniel’s prayer life – what an indictment! 

 

Verses 6-9 
 The jealous officials (possibly because Daniel was a Jew and outside their inner circle of 

the Chaldean clan) conspired to kill Daniel lying to the king that all the officials were in 

agreement implying Daniel had signed off on this decision. 

 The edict seems strange. Why for only 30 days?  Was this to consolidate his power over 

the far reaches of his empire? 

 Casting a person into a lion’s pit was not the normal way of capital punishment, but evil 

kingdoms usually have no limits to evil cruelty and God tends to like contests like this! Are 

their implications from this for your life?  

 

Verses 10-11 
 Daniel gets wind of the wicked conspiracy and heads home to . . . live life as usual. 

There appears to be no fear or panic. 

 He does not alter his schedule because of the edict but carries on his daily routine just as 

the conspirators knew he would. 

o Daniel could have used many rationalizations to avoid the threat. Here are a 

few: 

 It’s only for thirty days, God won’t mind if I take a prayer break. (Maybe 

not but could Daniel afford to take a break?) 



 I’ll just pray in my prayer closet instead of by the window like I usually do, 

God will still hear me just the same. 

 I’ll pray silent prayers while I wash the dishes, it will save time and nobody 

will be the wiser. 

 Why towards Jerusalem? 
o (1 Kings 8:35 ESV)  “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned 

against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from 

their sin, when you afflict them,   

o (1 Kings 8:44 ESV)  “If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way 

you shall send them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city that you have chosen 

and the house that I have built for your name,  

 Why three times a day? 

o (Psalm 55:17 ESV) Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, and 

he hears my voice.  

 

Verses 12-13 
 More lies from the conspirators – “Daniel pays no attention to you. . .” 

 

Verses 14-18 
 The king could not resolve the dilemma no matter how much mental energy he exerted. 

He was trapped, his favored servant was about to be eaten by lions! 

 The stone above the pit was sealed to show evidence of tampering 

 The king had a much worse night than Daniel did. 

 

Verses 19-23 
 “His angel”, not “an angel”.  This implies that it was Jesus in the pit with Daniel just like it 

was most likely Jesus with Hannaniah, Azariah and Mishael in the fiery furnace. 

 No harm = not a scratch.  Daniel was not only no eaten, but also not mauled.  

 

Verse 24 
 The conspirators fell into their own trap, along with their families. Why families also?  

Perhaps a son may conspire revenge. But evil empires are known to do evil things. 

 God’s standard is different. A son shall not be guilty for a father’s sins. Deuteronomy 24:16 

“Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death 

because of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his own sin.” 

 

Verses 25-28 
 Cyrus becomes a devout evangelist proclaiming God to his empire as the only sovereign 

God. 

 Daniel continued to served Cyrus (also known as Darius) until he died. He was 83 at the 

time of this ordeal. 

 

Present day contests between God and Satan (or modern day lion’s pits 

Christians have been thrown into) 

 
  


