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Introduction 

 

Verses 13-16 
 Daniel, at age 80 is offered rewards and right to be third in authority under Belshazzar if 

he can interpret the handwriting on the wall. 

 Why is it that non-believers seem to think that bribery and promotions will get believers to 

do their bidding? What is the secret to countering these temptations so that believers 

can live their lives for the greater glory of God? 

 

Verses 17-23 
 Daniel denies the promotion and gifts, since God’s servants cannot be bought, nor does 

Daniel care to be indebted to the king for anything. 

 Daniel proceeds to review the difference between King Nebuchadnezzar (who was 

great and powerful) and his wimpy and extremely wicked grandson who knew and 

observed what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. 

o Regarding Belshazzar’s observation of the past events: 

 Belshazzar was chief officer of the court of Neriglassar in560 B.C. and 

therefore was old enough to hold this position just two years after 

Nebuchadnezzar’s death. 

 Belshazzar’s father Nabonidus was an official in Nebuchadnezzar’s 

administration and therefore living in Babylon at the time he would have 

been aware of all that had happened. 

o Regarding Belshazzar’s wickedness: 
 Historical records indicate Belshazzar instigated the assassination of 

Labashi-Marduk and stood to gain financially from that assassination. 

 He then convinced the conspirators to make his father Nabonidus the 

new king, thinking supposedly that his old father would soon die and then 

he would get the throne. 

 The use of the Temple vessels was like throwing down a challenge to God. 

If God did not respond to this “slap-on-the-cheek” challenge then 

everyone would know that God could not defend Himself. 

 

Verses 24-28 
 Daniel proceeds to interpret the handwriting on the wall. Belshazzar should have been 

able to read the handwriting if it were in Aramaic but since he couldn’t read it, it must 

have been written in Hebrew. 



 Mene (written twice for emphasis of the certainty of the matter) means numbered. 

 Tekel means weighed. 

 Peres means divided. So the handwriting only said “Numbered, Numbered, Weighed 

and Divided.  Even if the wise men could read Hebrew (which some must have been 

able to) they would not have been able to interpret what these four words meant. Only 

Daniel with God’s ability (since He was the author) could interpret it to mean that 

Belshazzar’s days were numbered (actually hours) and that he had been weighed in 

God’s scale of justice and found wanting and so his kingdom was going to be broken up 

and given to another. 

 

Verse 29 

 Daniel was given the gifts promised and made the third highest in authority in the 

kingdom, which I am sure did not impress Daniel in the least. 
 

Verse 30 
 That very night (October 12, 539 B.C.) Belshazzar was killed in fulfillment to prophecy by 

Darius the Mede.  

 Darius the Mede is also Cyrus the Persian (kings back then often used more than one 

name). Cyrus had a Persian father and a Median mother so he was king of both ethnic 

sides of the new empire after he attacked his father-in-law using a Median general who 

had been betrayed by his king Astyages, a tactic he used 11 years later in conquering 

Babylon using a disgruntled general by the name of Ugbaru.  

 The city was impregnable except for one avenue – the Euphrates River. Cyrus had been 

re-routing the water of the Euphrates into a swampy marsh, lowering the water level of 

the river so that his soldiers could enter under the gates covering the Euphrates since the 

water was only thigh high. 

 There actually was no battle (some of the residents did not know the city had been 

overthrown for three days!) Only the party goers were targeted and since there was no 

army present, there was no battle. 

 

Prophecies revealed along with facts about Cyrus: 
 Cyrus was the epitome of a great leader, both wise and brave, tolerant and 

magnanimous. The nation of Iran celebrated the 2,500th anniversary of Cyrus’s 

monarchy in 1971. 

 His empire extended from the Aegean Sea to the Indus River. 

 When Cyrus made his grand entrance into Babylon (according to Josephus) Daniel 

handed him a scroll of the prophet Isaiah and opened it to Isaiah 44. 
o (Isaiah 44:27-28 ESV) who says to the deep, ‘Be dry; I will dry up your rivers’; who says of Cyrus, 

‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ 
and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’”   

o (Isaiah 45:1-5 ESV)  Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts (loins) of kings, to open doors 
before him that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will 
break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures 
of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 
Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call 
you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no 
other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, (690 B.C.) 150 years 
earlier! 

 To loose the loins of kings? Remember this? (Daniel 5:6 ESV) “Then the king's color 
changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked 



together.”  The phrase “his limbs gave away” literally translated mean his loins gave 
way, meaning he lost all bodily functions both of bladder and bowels. Cyrus 
undoubtedly had heard of the king soiling his britches and would be very impressed to 
read in Scripture that this had been prophesied 150 years in advance along with a 
statement by God that God had even determined what his name would be before his 
parents named him. 

 Cyrus response to this new information was to make a proclamation releasing the 
Jewish captives to allow them to return to their homeland and also allowing the stolen 
temple vessels to be returned as well. 

 (2 Chronicles 36:22-23 ESV) Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of 
Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD his God be with 
him. Let him go up.’”  

 (Ezra 1:2-3 ESV)  “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him 
a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his 
people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who 
is in Jerusalem.  

 

Application 

 
 Are you worried about: 

o The likely collapse of the dollar and the collapse of the U.S. economy? 

o The plans people like President Obama have for radically transforming our society 

into a progressive socialist society and the acceptance of same-sex marriage as 

the new norm for morality in our country? 

o The rising tide of violence and immorality and the decline of Christian values? 

 Why? When God is so powerful to fulfill His prophecies, is He not powerful enough to fulfill 

His promises? 
o (Philippians 4:19 ESV) And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory 

in Christ Jesus.  
o (Romans 8:37-39 ESV)  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

o (John 14:27 ESV) Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  

o (Philippians 1:6 ESV) And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  


