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Introduction  

 

Verses 28-30 

 Babylon was indeed the greatest city in the world.  It contained two of the 

world’s greatest wonders: The Hanging Gardens and the city walls. 

o 2 sets of double walls with moats in between. 

First set was for Babylon proper, outer wall being 11 

feet thick, and inner wall being 21 feet thick with 

watchtowers spaced 60 feet apart and rising 100 

feet above the wall. 

o Second set was built by Neb. as an outer 17 

mile perimeter defense to the east and enclosed 

the Hanging gardens.  These walls were designed 

like the first only the outer wall on this set was 25 

feet thick and the inner wall 23 feet thick and 40+ 

feet tall.  The city was impregnable.  

o The Hanging Gardens: Neb. constructed these 

for his wife (Amytis) who had left the mountains of 

her native Media for the plains of Babylon. Neb. 

built a mountain inside the city to remind his wife 

of her homeland. These were elevated gardens that could be seen from 

outside the city walls. An ingenious system of hoists were used to water the 

many plants on the upper terraces from the Euphrates River.  

o A 400 foot long bridge spanned the Euphrates River connecting the two 

halves of the city. 

o The temple to Marduk, called Esagila, was in the center of the city and 

contained a 7 layer ziggurat that rose 288 feet in the air.   

o From a Babylonian inscription: 
 “I, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, I am the son of Nabopolassar, King 

of Babylon. I who erected the Ezida Temple, I who built Procession Street, 

The Street of the Forgiven Son, The Street of Nebu, And paged it with 

shimmering stones. Nebu, you the divine minister, Grant me immortality.” 

 

 

 



Verses 31-33 

 God gave Neb. 12 months to repent, but when he alone took credit for 

everything he did and accomplished, God could not wait any longer to begin 

the process of bringing Neb. to repentance.  He had reached the height of his 

egoism.  

 Even as his sanity was being taken away, he was instructed by an angel as to 

why and when it would be restored. God does nothing without a purpose. 

 The Babylonian Talmud credits Daniel with the king’s care and management of 

the state.  

o Could the iron and bronze ring around the base of the tree be analogous 

of a collar Daniel used to keep Neb. from wandering off? 

o Neb.’s hair became so matted that it looked like eagles feathers and his 

untrimmed nails ended up looking like eagles claws. 

o Greek historian Abydenus (268 B.C) writes about how Neb. was on the 

roof when the insanity occurred.  

 

Verses 34-37 

 At the end of 2,555 days Neb.’s sanity was restored. Why 7 years?  

 He lifted his eyes to heaven – this is a symbol of giving glory to the God of 

heaven. 

 Neb. words (blessed, praised, honored) indicate a true conversion. 

 Neb. learned these lessons about God: 

o His power and authority have no end, 

o There is no human who can withstand His will or fight against His plans, 

o Whatever He purposes to do will happen, even among holy angels and 

demonic angels, and humans, 

o No one is able to block his purposes and no one is permitted to question 

his decisions. 

 The “Prayer of Nabonidus” was found in Cave 4 at Qumram and says: 
o “The words of the prayer that (Nabonidus?), the king of Assyria and Babylon, the [great] 

king, prayed [when he was smitten] with a malignant disease by the decree of the [Most 

High God] in [the city of] Tema. I was smitten for seven years and from [men] I was put 

away. But when I confessed my sins and my faults, He [God] allowed me (to have) a 

soothsayer. This was a Jewish [man of the exiles in Babylon. He] explained (it) and wrote 

(me) to render honor and great glory to the name of the [Most High God]...” 

 Neb. lived one year after this. 
 

Applications 
1. God is in control of your world. Whatever fears you may be experiencing have already 

been authorized by God to be: a) nothing at all, b) an excellent opportunity for His 

grace, or c) a wise use of His power to humble us and cause us to grow. (Think of what 

the Christians in Iraq, Iran, Syria, Nigeria ((remember the 150 recently killed)) are facing.)  

2. We may not be powerful or famous, but we too struggle with pride in subtle ways.  

a. Do you have a hard time forgiving or loving others? 

b. When hearing of others blessings, do you feel short-changed? 

c. Do you have a hard time apologizing?   

3. Are you conscious of the fact that everything you have, (strength, sanity, health, 

finances, family, relationships, intellect) is a constant gift from God and do you live in that 

awareness daily giving thanks to Him for them? 


