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Introduction and Review 

 

Verse 1 

 It seemed good? Despite spending 7 years eating grass?  YES!!! 

 This is a universal proclamation, perhaps resulting in the salvation of many 

 

Verses 2-3 

 What signs and wonders? Dream revelation #1, rescuing 3 Jews from a fiery 

furnace, dream revelation #2, forcing a great king from his throne to the 

pastures. 

 Neb. introduces the world to the true God who is eternal, omnipotent, and in 

control of all the universe.  

 

Verse 4 

 Neb had conquered all his foes, and was enjoying the peace and prosperity his 

empire (extending from Egypt to Iran) gave him. 

 Did this peace add to his downfall? 

 

Verses 5-7 

 The “B” team failed, or was it that they feared the truth. 

 

Verses 8-9 

 Notice Neb referred to Daniel by his Jewish name indicating. . . 

 Why was Daniel late to the meeting?  

 

Verses 10-12 

 God has often used images of trees to refer to a man, (Psalm 1), or nations (Israel 

was referred to as an olive tree, and fig tree (Jeremiah 8:13; Hosea 9:10, cf Jesus 

cursing the fig tree Matthew 21:18)  

 

Verses 13-17 

 An angel makes the fateful announcement (was this a committee decision – see 

vs. 17) 

 The tree will fall but its stump remain intact (roots will ensure a comeback) 



 Analogy shifts from tree to beast 

 7 periods of time = 7 years (time in Daniel = 1 year) 

 The sentence came from the watchers – did God ask them to come up with a 

plan? 
o (1 Kings 22:19-23 ESV)  And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting 

on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; and the 

LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one 

thing, and another said another. Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will 

entice him.’ And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying 

spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go 

out and do so.’ Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your 

prophets; the LORD has declared disaster for you.” 

o “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to 

our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy 29:29 ESV)”  

 

Verses 18-26 

 Daniel interprets the dream despite the bad news – shows his relationship to Neb 

is tight, trusting, perhaps even friend to friend (later we will see Daniel taking care 

of Neb during this time of punishment and maintaining the affairs of the state as 

prime minister) 

 

Verse 27 

 Daniel knows that repentance will always change the outcome of a warning like 

this, he invites Neb to change his evil ways. 

 

Application: 

1. God was gracious by warning Neb this was coming and giving him a chance to 

repent. This means God chose Neb for salvation.  Otherwise He wouldn’t care. 

a. Hebrews 12:5-11 and Proverbs 3:11-12 indicate God disciplines those he 

loves. 

b. The means of discipline (parenting) vary according to the person and the 

degree of obstinacy. 

i. God usually starts his discipline process with the tool of Teaching. 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 

ii. Then if that is ignored, He will move on to use Circumstances.  See 

the story of Jacob in Genesis. Jacob was deceitful and cunning so 

God used Laban’s deceitfulness and Jacob’s own son’s 

deceitfulness to bring pain to Jacob. 

iii. If circumstances are ignored, God moves to Chastening.  

1. Financial setbacks may mean you were trusting too much in 

money.  

2. Physical setbacks and illnesses may be used to slow you 

down and put God back in his rightful place. 

3. Accidents may be used to re-prioritize your life around God’s 

purposes especially if you are hurrying to make things 

happen according to your plans. 

c. We are warned “Not to despise the chastening of the Lord.”  Ignoring 

God’s early warning system will only delay the lifting of the discipline. 


