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Introduction and Review 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Statue 

 

Daniel 3:1-7 

 

Verse One: 
 
 This statue was 90’ tall by 9’ wide (think 8 stories tall)  

 It is likely that Nebuchadnezzar had it made to specs as seen in his dream. 

 Unlike the multiple metals seen in the dream, this statue used only gold. 

(Was Nebuchadnezzar hinting that his reign would last forever?)  

 No other statue in history was as large as this (Colossus of Rhodes, a 

Persian statue came close) 

 This statue has never been found (could Nebuchadnezzar’s later 

conversion caused him to melt it down?) 

 The Babylonians were polytheistic and would have no problem adding 

another god to their pantheon. 

 The statue itself was not considered to be itself a god but the earthly 

image of an unseen god (as all idols were). 

 This was not an image of Nebuchadnezzar since the Babylonians did not believe that 

humans (even kings) could be or become gods. 

 The plain of Dura (enclosed by a wall) was 6 miles SE of Babylon.  

 

Verses Two and Three: 

 

 Nebuchadnezzar invited all the governing officials from every conquered kingdom to be 

in attendance. 

 There was a rebellion in 596 B.C. (Daniel was taken in 605 B.C.) that might have 

prompted Neb. to make this statue and its worship an act of allegiance to him. 

 The emphasis on the number of officials (repeated often) in attendance is meant to 

demonstrate how strong the peer pressure was on Haniniah, Mishael, and Azariah to 

conform.   

 

Verses Four and Five: 

 This was more than a pledge of allegiance to the king, it was clearly stated to be an act 

of worship. Americans can pledge allegiance to our nation (conditionally) without 

worshiping it. 

 The musical instruments implied this was a major event in the history of this nation. 



 

Verse Six 

 The punishment for disobedience was to be cast into a furnace. These execution 

furnaces have been uncovered in Northern Iraq measuring the size of a city block and 

were two stories high (32’ X 20’). 

 

Verse Seven 

 Everyone bowed down (or so it seemed). 

 Later we will find that our three Jewish heroes refused to bow, leading us to believe this 

was a well-crafted plot to get back at Daniel, Azariah, Hananiah and Mishael for their 

early promotions. 

 

American Idolatry and Its Dangers 
 

“A person’s god is the thing or person that one is most concerned about, thinks the most about, 

or affects one’s life the most.” Paul Tillich1 

 

“Who is on the throne of your life?” asks Bill Bright.  

 

“Our hearts our idol factories” John Calvin. 

 
(Exodus 20:3-6 ESV)   “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who 

hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

 

(Romans 1:23 ESV)  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 

birds and animals and creeping things. 

 

 Bad theology makes God into an idol of our making. “My god would never ______.” 

 

 All idols serve SELF, the idol most of us serve most of the time.  

 

o The Pleasure god includes pleasuring SELF with these addictions: food, sexual lusts, 

alcoholic addictions, nicotine. The dopamine hormones in our brains continue to 

crave these elements and eventually they get dull and need more stimuli. 

 Grades, boyfriend or girlfriend, spouse, sexual stimuli, boats, cars and 

motorcycles, best house, best yard, best career, people’s admiration, 

steady paychecks  

o The Power god includes pleasuring self by gaining control over other people to 

make them serve you (SELF) by using money, manipulation, intimidation. 

o The Peace and Convenience god uses anger to get others out of your way, those 

who are making life more difficult for you.  

 
Colossians 3:5-6Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  

 

 The danger of worshiping idols is not just that they consume our lives and keep 

demanding more (materialism/bankruptcy, sexual lusts/STD’s and ruined relationships, 

gluttony/heart disease) and eventually physical death, but more importantly idolatry 

produces the wrath of God upon idolaters.   

                                                 
1 A paraphrase of Paul Tillich by Tremper Longman III in the NIV Application Commentary, page 107  


