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Introduction  

 

The Image in Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
 

Daniel 2:31-35 

 

 The image frightened Nebuchadnezzar (i.e. there was something 

evil about this image)  

 The metals themselves became lighter and stronger.  

 The stone was of supernatural origin and it destroyed the feet of 

iron and clay (this image is where we get the expression “he has feet of 

clay” meaning weakness, not invincible.) 

 The stone destroyed not only the feet but once the foundation was 

gone everything else vanished like chaff in the wind. 

 The stone replaced the image and filled the whole earth, meaning 

its influence extended worldwide. 

 

The Interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 

 
Daniel 2:36-45 

 

 Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian Empire are the head of gold (Daniel made 

sure to remind him that it was the God of heaven who gave him this empire.) This 

empire lasted from 606 B.C. to 539 B.C. (67 years).  This is the lion in Daniel’s 

dream in Daniel 7:4. 

 The second empire of silver (less valuable) was the Medo-Persian Empire 

(dominated by the Persians) and was inferior to the Babylonians (not in size, for its 

conquered territories was twice that of Babylon) but in unity of leadership 

(leadership rivals) and it was more worldly than was Babylon. It lasted from 539 

B.C. to 332 B.C. (207 years) This is the bear in Daniel’s dream of Daniel 7:5. 

 The third empire of bronze was the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great (who 

by the age of 29 wept because there were no more nations to conquer!) and it 

ruled as far east as India (over all the earth). This was the leopard of Daniels 

dream in 7:6, a leopard with four heads (four generals). It lasted from 332 B.C. to 

68 B.C. until it was conquered by the Romans. Alexander’s 4 generals subdivided 

the empire (Lysimachus, took over Thrace and most of Asia Minor, Cassander, 



took over Greece and Macedonia, Ptolemy was given Egypt, Palestine, Cilicia, 

Cyprus and Petra, and Seleucus was given Syria, Babylon, Persia and India).  

 The fourth empire of iron legs was Rome I. This empire was never really 

conquered but various parts of this empire each had their day in the sun, 

including Germany, France, Spain and Britain. The Roman Empire was known for 

its reputation to destroy other cultures (it shall break and crush all these).    

 The last empire of iron/clay toes is a combination of strength (like ancient Rome) 

and weakness. Many call this Rome II since it appears to be a continuation of the 

former empire (iron) with less coherence and strength. 

 The “they” in verse 43 is a mystery yet to be solved. Chuck Missler connects them 

with the fallen angels who cohabited with women in Genesis 6 (a possible theory 

and interpretation that I do not agree with. For more information on the fallen 

angel theory see https://answersingenesis.org/bible-characters/who-were-the-

nephilim/).  

o The identity of these 10 kings/nations will be explored later.  

o For now, they appear to be a coalition of strong nations with weaker 

nations and some sort of cohesion built by intermarriage among those 

nations creating a final world order of instability setting the stage for a 

one-world ruler we know as the anti-Christ. 

 

The Rock that Destroys all Worldly Powers and Thrones    
 

Daniel 2:44-45 

 

 This rock is Jesus 

o Exodus 17:3-6; 33:22; Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; Zechariah 3:9 (Cf 

Revelation 5:6) Matthew 21:43-44; Acts 4:11; Romans 9:33; 1 Corinthians 

10:4; 1 Peter 2:4-8 

o The mountain the rock grows into is the “nation of God’s rule” meaning his 

subjects and scope of rule during the Millennium. Isaiah 2:2 ff. 

 Satanists today believe they will be the final victors and Jesus will be defeated. If 

Scripture can be trusted, and every prophecy within it (especially Daniel’s) has 

been or will be fulfilled proving its reliability, then who are the real victors in this 

earthly and cosmic war? 

 Where then should our focus be?  Should it be yearning for short term blessings or 

eternal rewards?  

o Young (under 60) tend to focus on the temporal (jobs, seeing their 

children and grandchildren get their “share” of this life), while, 

o Older (over 60) tend to focus on the shortness of life and the increasing 

realities of heaven. 

o How can the older give the younger greater assurances and how can the 

younger give the older more zeal and passion? 

o How can both find peace in our Rock of glory who will shatter the empires 

of this world and set up His own forever kingdom? 
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