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Chapter Eighteen 
Sermon #18 

January 25, 2015 
 

The Duchess of Jerusalem 
How the Virtuous Woman Teaches Young Ladies  

How to Prepare for Marriage 

 
An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels.  

(Proverbs 31:10 ESV) 
  
 Doesn’t every little girl dream of being a princess? Just think about how often you 
pretended to be Elsa or Anna when you were younger. Jenn posted a Facebook conversation the 
other day with Brin about what underpants she was going to where that day. It went like this: 
Brin: I want to wear Elsa today, pointing to her undies. Jenn: You are wearing Anna today. Brin: 
No, I want Elsa. Jenn:  Brin, you need to be nice to both sisters. Besides, Elsa is in the 
laundry.  Brin: Let's go find Elsa and save her from the laundry! 
 

So what is it about princesses that capture little girls’ imaginations and cause them to 
dance around the house all day with that pointy princess hat and twirl about in frilly princess 
dresses pointing their scepters at brothers hoping to transform them into ice statues? I’m really 
not sure, but I think it has something to do with an infatuation with royalty and the power 
behind the throne and the fact that most little girls are already powerless in so many ways that 
pretending to be rich, powerful and beautiful enough to attract another royal prince is the 
fantasy of many little girls dreams.   

 
You may not be aware of it young ladies, but you are already of royal lineage.  If you 

have humbled yourself to bow before Jesus’ royal throne (and this can only be done by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, so be asking him to help you bow before that throne) and asked for 
forgiveness for your sins and have asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life, then something 
amazing happened to you.  At that very moment, when you surrendered to Jesus and in humility 
asked him to forgive you of your rebellious sins, and told him you were willing to be His servant 
forever, then He gave you far more than you asked for.  He heard you say that you were willing 
to be His servant forever and He turned around and made you His child forever.  And what is a 
child of a king? A child of a king is either a prince or a princess, and so if you have done what I 
just described then you are more a princess than any earthly princess could ever hope to be.  He 
has given you the right to live in his palace forever.  He has given you all the riches he owns. You 
should see His storehouse of gold and jewels, and they all belong to you! He has promised to 
give you all the power you need to accomplish the assignments he has given to you, 
assignments that are more adventurous than any Disney movie could possibly portray, including 
slaying demonic dragons in the power of the Spirit using the armor of God he has provided for 
you.  All he asks of you is to act like a daughter of the King of Heaven, a princess who is truly 
royal. 
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Do you know what a princess’s life looks like? It is not as easy as you think. It entails a lot 
of hard work from morning to night, but if you are willing to put in the hours, you will be 
rewarded by the knowledge that your Heavenly Father is pleased with you that you have chosen 
to fashion and direct your life in a way that pleases Him. A life that is enormously productive and 
profitable and if it be God’s will, which likely it will be, then your preparation to be an excellent 
daughter of the King will result in Him sending you a prince of equal value and preparation as he 
has set himself to the task of being an excellent son of the King.  In other words, if you follow 
God’s word and structure your life to model it after the duchess we will be speaking of in 
Proverbs 31, it is likely that God will have some young godly prince looking for someone just like 
you to marry so that you may together have more sons and daughters of the King of Heaven.  

 
A word about finding such a prince.  It will not be easy.  Those men are rare, as rare as 

you will be if you become like the duchess we are about to speak of. Finding a man in today’s 
world who has kept himself pure and has set himself about the task of becoming a man of God 
and who has honed his skills and talents to the point where they are now making him nearly 
invaluable to others, well these men are rare. God is sovereign and He has remarkable ways of 
bringing two such rare people together.  One of those ways is, in my opinion, by associating 
yourself with likeminded people through organizations such as Alex and Brett Harris’ Rebelution 
and their Do Hard Things University. Check them out and enroll in their university if it is still 
active by the time you read this.  I am sure that those who are attracted to such princely making 
universities such as the Harris’s will make fine candidates for future husbands.  They may even 
have a chance of passing Grandpa Darryl’s stringent inspections. 

 
  Now let’s talk about behaving like a princess. In Proverbs 31, a queen mother is giving 

advice to her son the king. His name is Lemuel. We are not sure if Lemuel is another name for 
Solomon and the queen mother is Bathsheba, but I think the odds are good that this is the case. 
We know of no other king called Lemuel to which these instructions would apply.  If this is the 
case then Bathsheba is instructing her son Solomon to look for and find a wife of noble 
character who will be a perfect fit for him.   

 
She starts by saying: An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than 

jewels. (Proverbs 31:10 ESV)  Do you know your jewels young ladies?  Do you know the 
difference between a regular diamond and a red diamond? Look it up. You will see just how 
valuable and rare a red diamond is.  But even rarer than a red 
diamond is this jewel: It is called a Jadeite. It is not to be confused 
with jade.  It is indeed the world’s rarest precious stone and the 
best of these stones is found in Myanmar which was formerly 
called Burma. The necklace shown here is similar to one that was 
sold at Christie’s in 1997 and was called “Doubly Fortunate” and 
it sold for 9.3 million dollars.  Each carrot of jadeite is worth 3-4 
million dollars!  

So, when King Lemuel’s mother speaks of a wife that is 
excellent and noble, she is saying that a woman who chooses to 
polish her life like a jeweler polishes a jewel, is extremely rare and valuable and is what her son 
should be on the lookout for. Young ladies, you too can polish your life to become as rare a gem 
as these polished jadeite stones and make you supremely valuable to a future husband.  

You may ask me, “If there are 10 steps to polishing my life to make me as rare as a 
jadeite jewel, why doesn’t every young lady start polishing her life to become like this jewel?” 
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That’s a very good question. The instructions in Proverbs have been around now for 3,000 years, 
so it is not as if people have been unaware of this advice.  The problem isn’t information. The 
problem is motivation. It takes very little work to be average.  It takes a lot of work to be 
exceptional.   

 
Now although this chapter is addressed mainly to you girls, there is advice in here to the 

boys as well.  Lemuel’s mother asks “Who can find an excellent wife?” In other words, there are 
few who can find an excellent wife because they do not know what they are looking for or 
where to look.  Will a young man find the excellent wife by sleeping around or marrying and 
divorcing several times until he has found the right one?  Will he look for someone at college 
who has the best looks, the best smile, the best hair, the best friends or the best figure? Will he 
go online to find someone who has the same interests as he does and who likes to hunt and fish 
and chew as much as he does?  O.K. maybe not chew, but hunt and fish anyway.  Does he ask 
his friends whom he should date and who would be a good match for him? Should he date only 
valedictorians or those who have the same major in college he is pursuing? Should he wait until 
his dad and mom find the perfect match for him?  I like that one but sadly that would get a no as 
well.  It is none of the above, but you already knew that didn’t you? 

Maybe then a man should look for a wife by searching for a woman who has the same 
sense of humor he has, or one who has the same goals in life or the same desire for the same 
number of children? Perhaps he should look for a wife who wants to live in the same part of the 
country he wants to live in?  Maybe he should look for a woman who is used to a higher 
standard of living than he can afford. That would be idiotic.  Then maybe he should look for a 
woman who is used to a lower standard of living than he will achieve.  That makes sense, but 
still no. 

The Bible, and especially Proverbs, have given instruction to a young man in what to 
look for in terms of a wife.  First and foremost he should be looking for a godly woman who 
fears the Lord. Proverbs 31:30 ESV says, “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman 
who fears the LORD is to be praised.” Secondly she must be a woman who is gracious, a trait I 
spoke of earlier. Proverbs 11:16 ESV A gracious woman gets honor, and violent men get riches. 
Third, she must be industrious, a trait I will explore extensively in this chapter.  

 
Trait number one is all important, the trait of fearing the Lord. If a man is looking for a 

wife based on her beauty, then he will discover that beauty fades over time and is a very poor 
substitute for the godly trait of fearing the Lord. He needs to look for a woman that has a 
humble respect for God and a desire to live for God and by God’s laws.  She will hate evil and 
love what is good. She will be wholly devoted to God and want to serve Him more than serving 
her own desires. This means that she will not be a woman on the prowl to find a man because a 
woman who truly fears the Lord does not really need a man in her life nearly the way a woman 
does who does not fear the Lord. She would be singly devoted to God and His purposes in her 
life and if it is singleness then so be it but if it is marriage, so be it as well. Nor is she all that 
worried about rushing into a relationship because she knows that God is in control of her life 
including her marital life.  My dear young men, this is the kind of woman to look for.  She will be 
your jadeite or at the very least your red diamond. 

 
My young girls, did you also get the message I just said? First, be a woman who fears the 

Lord, second become and keep becoming a gracious woman, and third become industrious like I 
am about to describe from the wisdom of King Lemuel’s mom in Proverbs 31.  Let’s listen 
intently to this wisdom. 
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As we unwrap this wisdom it might be helpful to have a picture in your mind of the 
context in which the references are made. I think the closest comparison would be to compare 
this woman to a mistress of a manor who is operating in the capacity of a duchess.  The Proverb 
hints that her husband is an government official, perhaps a high ranking government official and 
the estate she has to work with is considerably very large, perhaps not unlike the ones described 
on Downton Abbey, the PBS Masterpiece special.  I have described her as the Duchess of 
Jerusalem. Even though no such duchess ever existed, if she did, this chapter would describe her 
perfectly.  So, think of a lady of the house overseeing quite a large plantation, perhaps a 
plantation the size of some of our southern plantations in our own country minus the slaves but 
full of servants. That should help you keep the instructions in context and then I will do my best 
to translate or downsize the scope of her duties to fit what you might be called to do since you 
will not be living in a 50 bedroom home on a 5,000 acre estate like Highclere Castle, the home of 
the Earl of Carnarvon, depicted on Downton Abbey. 
 

An Excellent Wife is Trustworthy 
 

I will list the excellent woman’s traits as they come in order from the text.  Trait number 
1 of an excellent wife is that she is trustworthy. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he 
will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. (Proverbs 
31:11-12 ESV) An excellent wife is one whom a husband can trust in every way.  He does not 
worry about her being unfaithful to him in areas of sexuality, or finances or duties in keeping the 
estate in healthy condition.  There is nothing more discouraging to a man than to think his wife 
is not loyal to him. Lately in my friendships with men who have experienced unfaithfulness from 
their wives, I have entered into their pain just by being in their presence and feeling the 
absolute crushing pain that crushed their spirits. The unfaithful spouses saps all energy from 
their former husband and even though men pretend to be strong, they have no way of 
protecting their hearts when a wife chooses to step out and be unfaithful to him. I cannot think 
of any greater emotional pain.  

The excellent wife gives her husband no reason to worry, ever, about her faithfulness to 
him.  She has proven herself again and again. She is loyal to him through thick and thin as we say 
and for better and for worse. Not only does an excellent wife cause a husband to not worry 
about her stepping out on him sexually, she gives him no cause to worry about her 
mismanagement of the estate. In our example here, he has put her in charge of the entire 
oversight of the estate while he is away on business or in the city doing his work as a judge in 
the city gates (that would be like today’s courthouse where the judges sit in judgment and issue 
sentences).  He can trust her to manage the estate in his stead while he is doing his work and 
expect that she will be making a profit, what this verse calls gain.  In other words, he can rest 
assured that the checking account will always be balanced and growing and there will be no 
overdraft charges waiting for him when he gets home.  

He has found a wife who has made her home the center of her focus and calling.  It is 
her sphere of control and influence.  She is not running around spending her time out with her 
friends neglecting the welfare of the home, just as Titus 2 instructs she should not be doing. 
Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 
They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and 
children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 
husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. (Titus 2:3-5 ESV). This passage teaches 
that a woman’s focus needs to be her home, not necessarily that she must remain there all the 
time or even that she must only work out of her home otherwise it would contradict all that we 
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are hearing of the virtuous woman here in Proverbs 31. It means that it is her focus. She makes 
sure the home is running smoothly, that it is a place of peace and tranquility for her family and 
husband and that she is diligent to be adding to her husband’s income through using her skills to 
add to the family’s estate and savings.     

 

An Excellent Wife is Industrious and Entrepreneurial 
 

She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of the 
merchant; she brings her food from afar. She rises while it is yet night and provides food for 
her household and portions for her maidens. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of 
her hands she plants a vineyard. She dresses herself with strength and makes her arms strong. 
She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts 
her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. (Proverbs 31:13-19 ESV) 

 
This Duchess of Jerusalem is not allergic to hard work.  Despite her husband’s lofty 

position in society, she knows an excellent wife is not unwilling to get her hands dirty and 
produce a sweat, for if she doesn’t lead by example to her staff, they will become indolent and 
lazy like herself. She’s a hard worker. In this passage we see she goes and gets the raw material 
to make both summer and winter clothes for her family and servants.  The wool is for winter 
clothes and the flax for summer. Back then they did not have woolen mills or stores like Joann 
fabrics to buy bolts of material. It all had to be done by hand including the cleaning of the 
sheared wool and then the spinning, which back in those days was very laborious.  Amazing, the 
excellent woman did not complain about the long hours needed to spin and knit the wool into a 
garment that could be worn by her and her family.  It’s what she did, even if she could afford to 
buy it retail with her husband’s money, she scrimped to use that money she would have spent 
on clothes for other enterprises. Does this mean that a woman of today needs to make her own 
clothes at home on her sewing machine?  Not necessarily. The excellent woman has to examine 
her giftedness and talents.  Perhaps her time would be better spent painting beautiful portraits 
or photography and selling these works of art for a profit.  The Scriptures are giving us principles 
here, not legalistic rules we have to rigidly follow or else. But don’t miss the principle. An 
excellent woman works hard.  Just because the Scripture tells her she should be a keeper of the 
home does not give her the right to sleep in in the morning, talk on the phone all day, surf the 
internet and well, be lazy. The women of the prairie who forged our wildernesses into farmlands 
were not lazy, nor did they spend all day in the home.  If they did, they would starve.   

 
The excellent wife is one who works at making nutritious and delightful meals at home 

that cost a lot less than going out to eat and are a lot healthier than fast food from McDonalds. 
The comparison to her and ships that go far to bring back commodities that are desired is this, 
those ships are appreciated when they arrive in port.  They are bringing back items people want 
and delight in. So does the excellent woman with her food preparation.  She does not cook out 
of a box and offer her husband and family a dinner of mac and cheese three times a week.  She 
doesn’t throw Fruit Loops on the table in the morning and say, “Here, enjoy.” She takes the time 
to be creative and make dishes that are appealing to her family, ones that are healthy and 
enjoyable at the same time.  This means food preparation time and cooking balanced meals of 
fruits and vegetables along with meat and potatoes.  She knows what is healthy and tasteful and 
presents it in a way that is fun and pleasant.  In order to do this the Scripture says she has to get 
up before dawn to start her day and even if she has maidens or servants to help her she is out 
ahead of them getting food prepped for the household and getting her servants organized for 
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their duties for the day.  Verse 15 says: She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her 
household and portions for her maidens. (Proverbs 31:15 ESV) 

 
The excellent woman is entrepreneurial as well.  She has a cash allowance to operate 

the home and from her savings she decides to invest wisely.  This means she looks around for an 
adjacent piece of vacant land and considers how it could best be utilized. Having done a cost 
analysis she decided that it would make the most profit being a vineyard. She then decides to go 
ahead and buy the land having already estimated the cost of the land itself, the necessary 
capital needed to purchase grapevines, and then proceeds to plant her grapes herself. Caring for 
a vineyard is difficult work and it takes at least three years before the grapes are ready for 
harvest. But eventually the project not only pays for itself but is a source of long-term income 
for her family and herself. Most likely she turned around six years later and did the same with 
another piece of property and another and another. 

Since you will most likely not be involved in agriculture or become a vintner, perhaps 
the best comparison for you would be real-estate.  There is no reason why an excellent woman 
of today cannot go looking for a good deal on a fixer-upper. If she has enough cash on hand to 
purchase that property, why shouldn’t she buy it and with her own sweat, put in sweat equity 
and then later flip the house or use it as a rental.  Those rentals could lead to more rentals and 
eventually excellent woman will be known in the community as a very astute businesswoman in 
her own right, all while keeping her home the center of her focus and attention. 

 
An excellent woman takes care of herself and is always looking to improve herself 

physically, mentally and emotionally.  Lemuels’ mother says about her “She dresses herself with 
strength and makes her arms strong.” (Proverbs 31:17 ESV) Literally, the virtuous woman 
exercises to keep in shape because she has to. She cannot afford to let her body go and 
deteriorate. She’s got lots to do and she needs a body that will be cooperative in doing it. She 
will get up early, and after providing for her family will do whatever is necessary to keep her 
body in shape and she will also do the same for her mind. She knows it is not enough to just 
keep her muscles toned she needs to keep the muscle of her mind toned and fit as well by 
learning and studying.  She will be ever learning and keeping herself on the cutting edge of the 
enterprises she is involved in. In the case of the Proverbs 31 wife, she will be subscribing to the 
latest wine-making journals and attending the latest agricultural seminars to learn how to 
irrigate more effectively the vines in her care.  Now before you say “This is all unrealistic” let me 
remind you that a woman wrote this portion of Scripture, not a man.  In all honesty, Lemuel’s 
mother intended for such a woman to be found and for women to attain to this standard that is 
not set too high.   

 
Another feature of the excellent woman is that she is quietly confident about her 

competence. She knows her plan will succeed and that what she is making will sell because it is 
a good product. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at 
night. (Proverbs 31:18 ESV) She isn’t bragging about her abilities or her product, she just knows 
the quality that she has put into it is something she can be proud of. Of course with quality 
comes quantity because people will be wanting what she has to make so sales will usually be 
high which means she will try to keep up with demand.  When the Proverb says her lamp does 
not go out at night it doesn’t mean she does all-nighters.  It means that she will take as long as is 
necessary to get the job done and sometimes that means staying up late at night to see a 
project through. 
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An Excellent Wife is Concerned for the Poor 
 
 What do you see outside of Macy’s around Christmas time?  Before you enter the store 
you will usually hear someone ringing a bell and standing near a kettle.  Occasionally someone 
may slip in a dollar or if they are generous maybe even a 5 dollar bill into the Salvation Army 
Kettle. For some of those who do, perhaps most who do, that will be the extent of their 
generosity to the poor for an entire year.  Not so however for the excellent woman that 
Lemuel’s mother is describing.  She has plenty to do, but she even finds time in her busy 
schedule to look beyond the needs of her own family to the needs of the less fortunate. Since 
she is a woman of wisdom she is going to limit her generosity to those who are truly in need of 
help. She will be discerning and refrain from foolishly giving her hard earned money to those 
who are lazy and refuse to work or those who cannot manage their own budgets and are always 
coming up short no matter how much money they make. No, she will take meals to those who 
are in need in her own extended family first, then those who are in need in her own church as 
the saints did in the early church and then she will ask the Lord to show her who it is she needs 
to help out next.  Verse 20 says: “She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to 
the needy.” (Proverbs 31:20 ESV) If you want to emulate this excellent woman, perhaps you 
may want to contact Voices of the Martyrs for their monthly magazine and contribute a portion 
of what you make perhaps 1% or more to the needs of persecuted Christians around the world.  
If an excellent man takes an interest in you and sees you doing this gladly and willingly, it will 
show him your heart is focused in the right direction, pleasing the Lord and ministering to those 
he loves. 

 

An Excellent Wife Plans Ahead 
 
 She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed in 
scarlet. (Proverbs 31:21 ESV) or so says King Lemuel’s mother about the excellent woman. She 
knows that it might be warm and summery now, but if she doesn’t start preparing for the winter 
her family will be shivering. She not only prepares warm clothes, and layers of them, but she 
takes into account quality clothes and stylish clothes. Value matters to her and she wants the 
things she makes to last for many years. Plus she does not want her husband to go out in public 
wearing clothing that is inappropriate for his calling and stature in society. It would look silly for 
a lawyer to show up in a courtroom wearing overalls.  An excellent wife today would make sure 
that with her clothing budget she would purchase appropriate and dignified clothing for herself 
and her husband and also to think about stocking up her freezer and filling up her pantry with 
enough food she got on sale to get through any emergencies if disaster should strike.  
 

 An Excellent Wife Decorates Her Home Beautifully 
 
 Since her home is her turf, an excellent woman is going to do everything she can in her 
limited budget to make that home look appealing to her husband and to guests. She may have a 
small budget, but even with that the frugal and classy woman will manage to decorate her home 
stylishly and keep it neat and clean for her husband and for any guests he may bring home to 
offer hospitality. Verse 22 says, “She makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen 
and purple.” (Proverbs 31:22 ESV) A messy house is evidence of a lazy woman and no amount 
of protest about time and circumstances can excuse it. An excellent woman will know how to 
discipline her children so that rooms will be picked up long before dad gets home and be ready 
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for his arrival. Plus this regimen will be teaching children the value of neatness and orderliness 
in a home.  And who says that Bible is impractical! 
 

An Excellent Wife Adds to Her Husband’s Success 
 

Her husband is known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land. 
(Proverbs 31:23 ESV) Have you heard the phrase, “Behind every great man there is a great 
woman”? That’s not just an empty saying, it is absolutely true. Her pleasantness and 
graciousness and ability to entertain guests, including business partners and bosses can add 
much to a man’s reputation. They will end up liking him a lot more because they like her. They 
will think this man must have something really great going for him that they can’t immediately 
see because he was able to marry someone like his wife, a really classy lady.  That’s how I get 
more esteem than I deserve, since I have married up as we say and married a classy woman.  A 
classy woman makes it her ambition to make her man look good in every way possible. A bitter 
woman will work overtime trying to make her husband look bad and she will succeed. If this is 
Bathsheba giving this advice, she would have every reason to be bitter. Her husband King David 
was responsible for seducing her and killing her beloved husband, yet she found the wisdom to 
forgive him and make the best of it and because she was a classy woman she mothered an 
amazing son who became the wisest and richest man in the world.  

 
An Excellent Wife Is Active and Wise and Kind 
 

She makes linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. 
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her 
mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways 
of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. (Proverbs 31:24-27 ESV) 

 
The idea that a woman must stay at home and work at home is not a biblical concept as 

we can easily see here. Some have forced this out of the Bible by quoting Titus 2:5 as I have 
shared earlier. But the literal translation of Titus 2:5 is “keepers at home” or actually “seers of 
home”, not “workers at home”. The admonition parallels the same one given in (1 Timothy 
5:11-13 ESV)  “But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their passions draw them away 
from Christ, they desire to marry and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their 
former faith. Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not 
only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not.” So please don’t get 
confused by a strict pastor or Bible scholar who misinterprets Titus 2:5 by telling you that it is 
sinful to work outside the home. It is not sinful as long as the home is not neglected. I think in 
today’s economy with all its time saving devices a mom could do well to work part-time outside 
the home after the kids are out on their own or off to school, but the best of all worlds is to have 
a home business like the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31. This woman certainly worked outside 
the home after all she had to deliver her products to the merchants in town.   

 

An Excellent Wife Is Rewarded with Honor and Praise 
 
  
Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: “Many women 
have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a 
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woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her 
works praise her in the gates. (Proverbs 31:28-31 ESV)      
 
 Your greatest reward in this life young ladies, the one that will fill your soul and lift your 
spirit is not promotions in your career in the world, or additions to your house or invitations to 
certain clubs or how many friends you have on Facebook. It is instead the compliments you 
receive from your children as they brag to others about their mother and how hard she works to 
take care of their needs and how she has taught them to have that maternal grit necessary to 
make it in life.  Your reward is also your husband’s glowing compliments in the public about your 
beautiful and hard-working traits and your loyalty.  When he makes you the envy of other men’s 
wives because of the adoration you receive from him and the jealousy of other husbands 
towards your husband for the kind of wife you are to him in showing him loyalty, commitment 
to the family, hard work, sexual satisfaction and everything else I have talked about in this 
chapter (sermon) this is your earthly reward. But have no doubt, since you have striven to be 
obedient to God’s example in Scripture, you will have also attained an eternal reward – a 
compliment that keeps on coming day after day from your heavenly husband that says 
repeatedly, “Many women have done excellently my bride, but you have outdone them all.” 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 


