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Chapter Fifteen 
Sermon #15 

January 8, 2015 
 

Valuing the Virtues 
 

Whoever walks in integrity walks securely,  
but he who makes his ways crooked will be found out. (Proverbs 10:9 ESV) 

 
Righteous lips are the delight of a king, and he loves him who speaks what is right.  

(Proverbs 16:13 ESV) 

 
 I can guarantee you have never heard of Louie Zamperini before. By the time you read 
this you may not even know who Angelina Jolie is but their lives intersected one day when the 
famous actress decided to make a movie based on the life story of a young second generation 
Italian immigrant. The movie is called UNBROKEN. It is the story of Louie Zamperini who as 
young boy was breaking every rule he could think of, stealing from others, getting into fights 
and even drinking alcohol out of a bottle that was painted to look like he was drinking milk. 
Several times the police had to bring him home to a broken hearted mother and a father who 
tried his best to discipline the rebellious behavior out of the child.  That all changed one day 
when his brother confronted him and told him he could make something of his life if he set his 
mind to it otherwise he would be living off the streets and become a bum.  Louie set his mind to 
become a runner and ended up going to the 1938 Olympics in Berlin and racing with the likes of 
Jessie Owens. Eventually war broke out and Louie became a bombardier in a B-24 Liberator and 
on a rescue mission one day his plane lost power in two engines and they were forced to crash 
into the ocean.  Only three members of the crew survived and for 48 days they languished in 
their life rafts catching sharks bare-handedly for food and gulping the occasional rain water that 
came their way to quench their thirst. One day during a violent storm and frightened to death, 
Louie made a promise to God.  He said, “God if you let me survive this, I will serve you the rest 
of my life.” Eventually Louie and his friend were picked up by the Japanese at gunpoint and 
taken to a Japanese prisoner of war camp where Louie was singled out by a sadistic camp 
commander.   That commander tried his best to break Louie’s spirit and will but failed.  One day 
the Japanese offered him the opportunity to radio back to the United States that he was all right 
which made his parents very happy, but then the Japanese wanted him to lie about the United 
States and say things on the radio that were not true.  He could say lies about the United States 
and eat hot food every day and sleep in a comfortable bed as a traitor and not have to go back 
to the POW camp where he would be severely beaten, or he could deny their request. He said 
he wouldn’t speak lies about the United States and went back to unspeakable tortures at the 
camp.   
 
 What made Louie say “No” to the Japanese? It was a virtue called integrity. The 
Merriam-Webster dictionary defines integrity this way: A firm adherence to a code of especially 
moral values. Incorruptibility. The Oxford dictionary defines it this way: the quality of being 
honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness. Louie knew that God would not 
be pleased to have him lie about the United States over the radio and deep in his heart he 
decided to keep to the commitment he made to God in the storm.  If you get me out of this I will 
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serve you forever.  Louie could not be corrupted.  I wish I could say the same about many 
leaders in America today, but unfortunately many of our national leaders have chosen to allow 
the pleasures of power and money to corrupt their hearts so that they have compromised their 
principles and will vote in favor of whichever lobbyist is willing to pay them more.  Not 
everyone, but a lot. You too will be tempted to take the easy way out many times over your 
lifetime.  You will catch a fellow employee stealing food or money or materials from an 
employer and you will have to decide what to do. Do you go straight to the person who stole 
and confront them with the likely possibility he will turn on you and falsely accuse you? Do you 
go directly to the boss and report on the dishonest employee and risk being known as a snitch? 
The man with integrity would probably write his boss a note with all the facts and ask the boss 
to hold it and not open it until after he has confronted the employee and that way if there are 
any false accusations the note will prove that the dishonest employee didn’t deserve the period 
of grace he got or the opportunity to put back what was stolen.  
 
 Another word for integrity today is character.  We say that a man who has character is a 
man who is totally honest and transparent.  He has no hidden motives or agenda.  He is not a 
hypocrite waiting to be found out. This is a man or woman who reports all tips and cash 
received on the job to the IRS, even if no one else in the restaurant does.  If this is your 
reputation, a person who never lies or cheats, you can over time expect that employers will 
reward you for your honesty because they need faithful employees they can count on since they 
themselves cannot be everywhere at once checking the quality of every employees work and 
service. This is the kind of employee when he is asked to work alone, submits only the hours he 
worked and not a minute more.  This is the kind of employee that if he were working next to an 
Undercover boss would get a $20,000 bonus at the end of the show because the boss was so 
thankful he had an employee of such high character.   
 
 Solomon speaks bluntly about the benefits of having character and the curse of being 
corrupted by taking short cuts or cheating.  He says Better is a poor man who walks in his 
integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways. (Proverbs 28:6 ESV)  And, Better is a poor 
person who walks in his integrity than one who is crooked in speech and is a fool. (Proverbs 
19:1 ESV)  Of course the politician who takes money under the table for voting against his moral 
judgment will get richer, but can he live with himself?  Solomon says, probably not. The loss of 
his good conscience will be far more harmful to him in the long run than any addition he can 
make to his early retirement. Having a guilty heart usually means that men like that won’t live 
long enough to enjoy the money they stole, while the poor man who kept plodding along and 
refused to be bribed will end up a very contented and happy man in a small but happy home 
late into his nineties or early hundred.  Your great-grandfather sold industrial paint for DuPont 
to John Deere and Kawasaki and Tonka Toys along with many other companies.  His competitors 
would try to bribe their way to make large sales while Dad relied simply on the quality and fair 
price of his product.  In the end, those competitors were discovered, the purchasing agents lost 
their jobs and Dad Giles would end up getting the account he thought he had lost. He was a man 
of integrity who plodded along doing the right thing, all the time. 
 
 Hopefully you are getting the message that taking short cuts in any endeavor will cost 
you eventually, because odds are, you will get caught.  Many of my colleagues have taken short 
cuts in sermon preparation and have thought they could get by with plagiarism. Eventually they 
are discovered and many have lost their ministries as a result.  I was once accused of plagiarizing 
John Piper’s sermons as well, but that was easily disproved.  Can you imagine your average 
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pastor grandfather with a very limited intellect pretend he is as good a preacher as John Piper? 
Some people are just plain too stupid to see the obvious pitfalls behind their false accusations.   
 Most of what I have said so far refers to the loss of reputation by thinking that taking 
shortcuts will gain an immediate financial reward. But there is more to lose than money or a job 
when a person decides that cheating is permissible.  He can also lose peace of mind that is 
priceless. Listen to these words from Solomon: 
 

Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who makes his ways crooked will be 
found out. (Proverbs 10:9 ESV) 
 

 If a man has character, then he is a man who doesn’t lie, cheat or steal. If he was a man 
of no character, he would constantly be lying and therefore he would also be thinking how he 
could cover his tracks if the first lie were discovered to be untrue.  That means that a man who 
has no character is a person who is constantly wired as I like to say, or nervous about being 
caught.  That nervousness is the opposite of what Solomon describes in this verse as walking 
securely. It would be kind of like walking a tightrope without a balance pole and no safety net 
and no experience. That person’s heartrate would be approaching 120 bpm’s when it should be 
enjoying life at 50 beats per minute.   

 
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous 
destroys them. (Proverbs 11:3 ESV) 

 
 This verse speaks of what I call a guiding principle. You will face many choices in life, 
some small, but a significant number of large ones as well.  A person who has integrity does not 
have to think much about the choices he is about to make.  His heart has already chosen to walk 
in the righteous path therefore he is not deliberating for hours over what to do.  In milliseconds 
his mind is made up, he will do the right thing no matter what. He will return that lost wallet to 
the rightful owner and when the owner asks for the missing hundred he said was in there the 
man or woman of character will have no problem informing the owner it was not there when he 
found it because the missing hundred well, was not there. Hey this could make for a great reality 
show!  

Having this moral center to one’s life is a huge benefit. Not only is it a time saver when 
deciding what to do, but it keeps them out of trouble.  The person with integrity has decided to 
keep his word to his parents not to get in the passenger seat of a car with a friend who has had 
too much to drink, but the person with no character will choose his friend over his parents and 
end up either injured severely in a less serious crash or be a fatality on the highway from a head-
on collision. Solomon says that the integrity of the upright keeps that person safely on the 
sidewalk or in a cab and that the amount of time needed to make up his mind was minimal 
because his heart of integrity made the decision for him. What a blessing.    

 
 
The righteous who walks in his integrity— blessed are his children after him! (Proverbs 
20:7 ESV) 

 
 Children whose dad is a man of integrity are doubly blessed.  They are blessed by having 
a secure future where there is no worry about being fired for cheating or embezzlement.  
Month after month they receive the unnoticed benefit of being fed by a father who takes pride 
in being a man of his word. I say unnoticed because most children take their happy meals for 
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granted and don’t realize the amount of effort it took to put food on the table day after day. Yet 
this verse implies much more than regular chow at 6 every night and a warm and dry place to 
sleep every night at 10. It implies that a child of a man with integrity learns by example to be a 
man of integrity.  He saw his father lose his shirt to a worthless businessman who didn’t pay his 
bills and yet the father never got bitter or angry at God for the injustice, kind of like Job never 
did. Growing up in a home like Job’s is a marvelous incubator of faith.  Growing up in a home 
where dad was willing to lie to cover up for every hour of porn use in the home and at the office 
and hide every email from an online lover causes children to learn to hate their father for one, 
which is a horrible outcome except for the fact it might help the children to go the opposite 
direction. Or two, they will become like their father in every way and replicate his life in 
themselves and their children and in their children. That’s why divorce and remarriage and 
divorce and remarriage in a father or mother’s life is going to cycle down to the next generation 
and produce broken vows of faithfulness in a child’s marriage and grandchild’s marriage again 
and again. It will become the norm, not the exception.  No wonder Solomon says, blessed are 
the children of the man of integrity. 

 
Blessing number one of being a person of character is financial stability and promotion.  

Blessing number two is a heart at rest and not anxious about being found out. Blessing number 
three is the supreme joy of giving your children a model for life that will serve them well when 
storms come and temptations arrive. But there is another blessing that is undervalued, and that 
is the blessing of influence and power. It is not sought out by a man of integrity, but it is given to 
him because he will be sought out as a source of joy and wisdom.  Listen to this verse as 
Solomon speaks about the person who loves purity of heart. 

 
He who loves purity of heart, and whose speech is gracious, will have the king as his 
friend. (Proverbs 22:11 ESV) 

   
 The person who loves purity of heart is the person we have been describing all along, 
the person of character.  He is one who is transparent, who lacks bitterness or jealousy.  He is 
one whose motives are pure and often selfless. Combined with a kind of speech that is gracious, 
this man will be one in a thousand, or in some circles, one in a million. Since they are so rare, 
men of power, such as kings of ancient times will seek them out as counselors and advisors to 
the throne. Gracious speech implies several things. It implies he is first of all a gracious person 
meaning he is a beautiful person inwardly. It means he is delightful, winsome, and pleasant. This 
person seems to know exactly what to say to you that is encouraging, insightful, extremely 
helpful and never flattering. This indeed is a rare person.  David, the shepherd warrior, was such 
a person and Jonathon fell in love with him immediately, because David’s heart was pure.  There 
was no guile, ambition, pride or selfishness in his heart and Jonathon knew that because his 
words rang true to his every action. His father Saul also knew David to be gracious and dearly 
wanted him around for company because David’s words were soothing to Saul’s mind and heart, 
that is until Saul became so filled with jealousy he could no longer stand David’s gracious spirit.  
 
 If you were an ancient king and were about to go to war over an insult made to you by a 
neighboring king, wouldn’t you want a David around who could honestly and kindly speak truth 
to you about the wisdom of sending 50,000 troops to their death because your pride was 
bruised? That neighboring king would be getting exactly what he wanted because he goaded 
you into attacking rashly, playing and toying with your pride, luring you into battle when you 
were unprepared to fight and in conditions unfavorable to you. Yet because you had a friend like 
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David who told you to wait, get a grip on your pride, then wait until the time is right and seek an 
apology of words before attacking with the edge of a sword, aren’t you better off than rashly 
plunging in without a plan or strategy? That kind of person is priceless to a king. Yet, far too 
many are too concerned about their own welfare and say only what they think the king wants to 
hear.  That’s what I mean when I say this kind of person is one in a million. 
 
 David’s gracious heart did not come about by accident. He prayed for it.  He asked God 
to give him that kind of heart.  Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my 
thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! 
(Psalm 139:23-24 ESV) David asked God to take the microscope to his heart to see if there was 
any selfishness, hatred, foolishness, moodiness, criticalness, jealousy, and attention seeking 
attitudes in his heart and he wanted God to replace those attitudes with selflessness, love, 
wisdom, cheerfulness, positivity, and forgiveness, which God in his goodness gave to David. 
Gracious speech comes from a gracious heart. 
 
 Next week (chapter) we will cover more of the marvelous virtues Solomon speaks about 
including more about grace and then kindness, discretion, peace, humility, contentment, 
empathy and compassion. After that we will examine Solomon’s advice about depression, 
alcohol, aging, affliction, strife and revenge along with many other pieces of advice from the 
wisest man, other than Jesus, who ever lived.  
 
   


