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 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21 ESV) 

 
 As an older pastor shepherding a flock, I am increasingly more and more focused about 
what is genuine salvation. I am very much aware that many pastors and church leaders tip-toe 
around the gospel message of damnation and man’s role in his own curse. They know for certain 
that if they come down hard on people, telling them that they are disrespectful, opinionated, 
prideful sinners who believe vainly that they are not, those same people will boycott any such 
message or messenger and find a softer message somewhere else. So, the end result is that in 
most churches today, and I am not exaggerating, people are convinced that they are on their 
way to heaven when in fact they are on the highway to hell.  The danger to me personally is this, 
when my life is over and I stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ, and He evaluates my 
ministry in terms of what I built while I was here, and what I built on, will he find it built on 
wood, hay and straw or gold, silver, and precious stones. 
 

Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw—each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it 
will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If 
the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If 
anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but 
only as through fire. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15 ESV) 
 

 The danger to those listening to me or to anyone else giving a watered-down gospel 
message is catastrophic. Thinking they have said the magic words and prayed a magic prayer 
they are now ticketed and assured that they are on their way on the fast track to success in this 
life and the life to come.  Yet, they got on the wrong train and will discover after it is too late 
that the windows on the rail car are not getting brighter with more sunshine with the approach 
of heaven’s eternal sun, but getting darker with the dark clouds that surround the entrance to 
Sheol another word for hell.  There will be near panic on their faces because they are realizing 
now that the conductors have been lying to them all along. Hearing constant and cheerful 
announcements from the conductors that they are getting nearer with each clickety-clack of the 
wheels, to the bliss of heaven and all of its material rewards, they are now aware that they have 
been deceived and have been lied to in order to benefit a preacher’s ego or their own lust for 
material pleasures. I don’t have any particular preacher in mind when I say these things but if I 
did his initials would be J.O.     
 
 In the passage quoted above I see a horrible outcome.  Did you catch it?   If anyone's 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through 
fire. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15 ESV)  In other words, if a preacher preaches a soft gospel so that his 



followers are not truly saved, then his work, or following as it were, will be burned up yet he 
himself will be saved.  In other words, he himself may have come to Christ as a sinner saved by 
grace and is indeed saved so that he will spend eternity in heaven but everyone who followed 
him will perish in eternal damnation.  
 
 Do you see where I am going with this? Francis Chan recently had an object lesson on 
YouTube about eternity where he was holding on to a 50 foot rope and was trying to put our 
lives into perspective. Taking the rope in his hands he would travel down the length of the rope 
saying this is your life in eternity, and yard after yard of rope would pass through his hands and 
eventually he returned to the front end of the rope and said, “See this half inch of rope here?  
This is your life here on earth. This is how short and small your life is compared to eternity, now 
how much sense does it make to live for this half inch when you neglect the thousand, ten 
thousand, a hundred thousand then the first million years of your eternal existence?” He’s 
absolutely right.  
 
 I do not want to be the preacher who cares only about the first half inch of my life here 
on earth to deceive people in getting them to focus on their half inch of life to the neglect of the 
50 feet of the first part of their eternity.  And horror of horrors if that eternity is hell.  
 
 So, I want people to be able to assess their own salvation and to look for markers and 
signs of true and genuine faith in their own lives so that they will be able to determine which 
train they are traveling on. The book of 1 John is the standard litmus test for every person 
wanting to know whether or not they are truly saved but there are other places we can go in 
Scripture to ascertain the same information. Listen to this passage referring to John the Baptist. 
 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What 
then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with 
him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came 
to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 
“Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 
what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” (Luke 3:7-14 ESV)   

 
 According to John the Baptist, what are the signs of genuine and real conversion?  They 
are material signs.  How a person spends his money reveals to others and themselves if they are 
indeed genuine believers.  Of course you know that a person can’t say, I want to go to heaven 
when I die so I will give 5% of my money to the poor instead of 0% and God will think I am a true 
Christian, that’s just stupid.  You can’t buy your way into heaven.  What John was saying is this, 
“Now that you have experienced true repentance because you have responded to my message 
that you are sinners and you need to repent of your sin, one of the ways that will be evidenced 
in your life is the desire to use your money for the Lord and His kingdom purposes.”  Every 
person who has experienced genuine conversion is one that knows they deserved hell and were 
spared its torment by the blood of Jesus their Savior who paid their payment for them. That 



instills in every grateful heart a response of indebtedness.  At this point, home improvements, 
newer cars, fancier boats mean very little to the child of God who inherited eternity from their 
Lord. They don’t ask the question, “How much is enough to give,” they ask, “How much do I 
need to live on so I can give away the rest.” The parable of the widow’s mite or 2 pennies is the 
prime example of this. Giving away everything she owned seemed to her an act of joy, not a 
hardship she would have to endure. 
 
 It seems that in almost every example in Scripture of people coming to Christ, their first 
response?  “Here’s my wallet Lord, take and use it for your purposes.”  Zaccheus gave back 
everything he stole by a factor of 4.  Then he gave half of his wealth away to the poor.  Salvation 
had indeed come to his house.  The new Christians in Acts pooled their money to take care of 
each other and the poor.  
 
 Randy Alcorn in his book the Treasure Principle refers to Jesus’ parable about the 
treasure hidden in the field. Listen to this parable and ask yourself the question, “Was the man 
stupid for selling everything he had and was he unhappy doing it?” 
 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. (Matthew 13:44-46 
ESV) 
 

 If that treasure he found in the field were worth a million dollars and his entire 
household assets were $100,000, would we call the man stupid for cashing everything in?  Or if 
that pearl could be sold for a quarter of a million to the right buyer would a man be stupid for 
selling his entire farm for $10,000?  And more importantly would they do it begrudgingly with a 
sad heart?   
 
 If a person is a true and genuine believer, he will wake up each morning realizing the 
treasure he now has in Christ and he will also realize how much more he can send on ahead by 
using his money for Christ’s purposes here on earth.  He will be looking for ways to invest in 
eternity that will produce compound interest forever.  Think of it this way, Mr. New Believer has 
just accepted Christ and is thrilled with being saved.  He looks at his budget and says, “Besides 
tithing I can take at least half of my dining out money and send it to Voice of the Martyrs which 
they will send to starving Christians around the world, who will be able to live another day and 
use their breath I gave them with my $100 to witness to more people.”  Here is what God does 
with his $100.  Every month God will redistribute that $100 to feed and keep alive 10 more 
believers overseas and those believers will share their faith with 10 more each month and they 
will come to Christ, many of them, and so add it up. $100 a month times 12 months, $1200 
feeding 10 people who witnessed to 10 more each month for a total of 120 people who came to 
know Christ using the addition method.  Those 120 people will eventually arrive in heaven 
someday, most likely ahead of the newbie who started it all and they will be waiting for him in 
the lobby ready to lift him on their shoulders so they can thank him profusely.  This may go on 
daily, making him feel like royalty and eternally appreciated.  All because he decided that he 
didn’t need his whole dining out budget, but could eat at home a little more often.  Was he 
stupid for cutting out a few trips to Applebees or Outback Steak House? 
 



 Right now in Russia the Ruble is crumbling.  Russia’s economy is tanking, all because the 
U.S. is producing far more oil than the world can use or needs. You have seen the results at the 
gas station where you can now buy gasoline for $1.99. You like that don’t you.  What it means 
for the Russian housewife though is that her savings of a few rubles that might have been able 
to buy a gallon of milk can only now buy a pint. If you were in Russia right now, and you had a 
choice between saving as many rubles as you could or purchasing American dollars which would 
you choose?  The ruble is losing value by the minute while the dollar is increasing in value 
equally fast. Of course you would choose the currency that will survive wouldn’t you? That’s the 
point Jesus is making in this text. 
 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21 ESV) 

 
 Pati and I rented a car in Miami and drove to South Beach on our vacation. We were 
amazed as we drove to the harbor at the number of yachts and their size and the size of the 
homes that were there along the inner waterway. I have seen something similar when I visited 
friends in Palm Beach but this was even more opulent than that. Nothing in Alexandria could 
compare with the wealth we saw there. The largest house in Alexandria is smaller than some of 
the yachts moored in the inner waterway. Yet as we drove by those yachts and mansions, the 
thought going through my mind was, these will all be given away to an ungrateful son or 
daughter when the owner dies of a heart attack or cancer. How much joy and pleasure will the 
owner get on his death bed from the mahogany panels lining his luxury yacht that cost him 
$75,000,000? Maybe he might be able to look out his hospital window at his yacht moored 
across the bay but what comfort does that give him when he sees his heart monitor skipping a 
beat every other second or so?  Perhaps he might bribe the doctor to transport him to his yacht 
so he can die amidst all his luxury, but when he is weazing and suffocating, can the 4400 
horsepower diesel engines made by caterpillar give him any extra oxygen and keep him alive?  
Do they bring him any hope?  It is too late then.  The 75 million could have been spent keeping 
750,000 believers alive who could have witnessed to 7.5 million each year and that man could 
have a waiting party of 10 million people in heaven who would be cheering him through the 
gates, but he didn’t. In fact, heaven won’t be his next destination at all.  He will be mooring his 
life on the walls of hell to be tormented by demons and his own thoughts for all eternity. 
 
 Another thought also went through my mind as we drove past the yachts.  They are 
docked!  Now that might not mean much to you, but it hit me.  The owners are not enjoying 
them. They could be out in the ocean tearing through the seas but they are docked, sitting idle, 
doing nothing. $75,000,000 is parked. The owners are not on board entertaining, they have left 
all that money tied up in that ship and it’s just sitting there.  If God had given you a yacht, 
besides selling it, what would you be doing with it?  First of all, it doesn’t belong to you, he lent 
it to you for a time, to use it for his purposes.  So what would you be doing with His yacht? 
Would you send it to Sierra Leone to house doctors working for Samaritan’s purse so they could 
have a sterile environment to recuperate in while they treat Ebola patients? Yes you would, if 
you understood fully that God owned the boat, but if you falsely believed you owned the boat 
then wouldn’t you hesitate sending it overseas to have it potentially contaminated by medical 
workers working with Ebola patients?  Wouldn’t you worry about the condition of the boat 
when you allowed it to be used also as a portable hospital?  Of course you would, you wouldn’t 



send it over.  But, if you knew that God wanted you to maintain His yacht for these purposes, 
and you got a call from Franklin Graham asking you to send God’s yacht and crew to Sierra 
Leone for a year, would you oblige?  Understanding that God owns it all gives us a totally 
different perspective on the things we manage.  Notice I said manage. That’s our role. We are 
managers of His assets or stewards of his possessions. This really helped me on Friday.  
Something in our home got destroyed and as I began pondering my emotions about that loss, I 
immediately said to myself, well, I guess the Lord wanted that item removed. He knows best.  
It’s his and he can do with it what he wants.  If I had spoken to myself and said “It’s mine,” my 
attitude would have been totally different, in fact, it wouldn’t have been very unChrist-like. 
 
 Listen to these verses: 
 

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. (Haggai 2:8 ESV) 
 
The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein, (Psalm 24:1 ESV) 
 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ESV) 
 
You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth, . . . (Deuteronomy 8:18 ESV) 
 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; (Exodus 19:5 
ESV) 
 
Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth 
with all that is in it. (Deuteronomy 10:14 ESV) 
 
Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole 
heaven is mine. (Job 41:11 ESV) 

 
 Across the border of Pennsylvania in Ohio live two brothers, both godly men. They own 
an enormous chicken operation that if sold would garner them millions of dollars.  They 
attended First Baptist of New Castle and I had the pleasure of knowing them and fellowshipping 
with them. When Pati and I had dinner in one of their homes, the owner took me to a wall 
where he had pictures and newsletters of missionaries he was supporting, some almost entirely 
from his share of the operation. He did not show it to me to boast of his giving but to share in 
his joy of what God was doing with this money.  He drove an old beat up truck, did not wear 
fancy clothes, and lived in a very modest home.  The two men owned the partnership in a 50/50 
relationship and were needing counsel in deciding what to do in a pending corporate decision.  
They were at an impasse and since they were godly men they were seeking godly counsel.  I told 
them they needed to change the ownership of the business so that one would own 51% and the 
other 49% that way the majority owner could make the ultimate decision.  Neither wanted the 
51% because they were both godly men and did not want to impose their will on the other. 
Eventually, the one that supported the most missionaries took the lesser role since he had a 



slight edge over his brother in understanding and accepting that God owned it all. To my 
knowledge they are still in business and supporting even more missionaries today. 
 
 Having this perspective changes everything about our attitude towards the things in our 
life. If something we manage is destroyed in the process of God using it for His kingdom, well 
then we accept that God made a choice to use it and destroy it in this way. Yes we care when we 
loan something out for God’s purposes and it comes back trashed, but we don’t get angry. We 
simply ask God if he wants that same person to use it again and to treat it so disrespectfully.  It’s 
His to use, ours to manage. 
 
 If we are spending 100% of all God has given us on ourselves you can be assured that 
God will conclude that we are unfaithful managers and reduce and keep reducing the amount 
He has entrusted to our care.  Likewise, if we continue to increase the amount we manage and 
put it to His kingdom purposes, you can be assured that God will continue to add more to the 
amount He has given you to handle. 
 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ (Matthew 
25:21 ESV) 
 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from 
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. (Matthew 25:29 ESV) 

    
 Your possessions are only a part of what God has given to you to manage. Let’s talk 
about your time.  If you get home from work around 5 and have from 6-10 for personal use, 
that’s 20 hours on weekdays only and an additional 10 on weekends for a total of 30 personal 
use hours a week.  If God expects us to tithe our paychecks, dividends, land sales, inheritances, 
then you can be sure He also expects us to be tithing our hours.  The way a Family Integrated 
Church encourages the use of those hours, since we are not dominated by programs that 
consume them, is discipleship.  Do you spend an additional three hours a week in evangelism 
and discipleship?  If you have no one to take through the Heartbeats and the Gospel DNA then 
why not spend 2-3 hours a week handing out tracts or Biblein11 cards or Ultimate Questions?  
The Midway Mall management is extremely Christian friendly and encourages the distribution of 
tracts.  You think your pastor is just talking but obviously he doesn’t mean a word of what he 
says right?  He doesn’t actually expect anyone to hand out tracts that might lead to someone’s 
salvation, does he?  Of course I do, and I only expect you to do what I am willing to do. 
 
 Let’s talk about giving your children to the Lord like Hannah did.  Was it a sacrifice for 
her to give up her son Samuel?  I think you know the answer to that question. Her rival was 
already several children ahead of her, and if her husband Elkanah died before she did, there 
would be no one to provide for her in her old age. Yet she dedicated Samuel to the Lord and 
gave him to the Lord at his young age.  Mothers and fathers today encourage their children to 
pursue any calling and vocation except the ministry.  The ministry requires long hours for small 
pay compared to other careers requiring similar education, and the job involves a lot of stress 
especially if the church is in conflict. How many Christian moms encourage their children to 
become pastors today?  The numbers are few.  What is true of the pastoral ministry is even 
more true of the mission field.  Take all the stresses of pastoring and add the hardships of 
smaller pay, cultural handicaps and obstacles, including language barriers, and the added 



dangers of living in hostile or less safe place than America.  Again, how many mothers and 
fathers are encouraging their children or grandchildren to consider the mission field?  The 
numbers are small.  Sure, there is a sacrifice involved, but Jesus did say whatever we give up 
here on earth, we will receive a hundred fold in heaven. 
 

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit 
eternal life. (Matthew 19:29 ESV)   

 
 If we sacrifice the precious gift of spending time with our grandchildren by encouraging 
them to follow God’s call overseas, this verse tells me that God will make up for that time lost a 
hundredfold in heaven.  Therefore we are not really giving up anything at all, but sending our 
treasures as Jesus said, on ahead. 
 
 Randy Alcorn states it this way in an article he wrote in my seminary magazine. “If we 
store up treasures on earth, then every day that moves us closer to death moves us further 
away from our treasures. Christ call us to turn it around-to store up treasures in heaven. That 
way, instead of every day moving away from our treasures, we’re moving toward our 
treasures.” 
 
 Chuck Swindoll quotes the poet Martha Snell Nicholson: 
 

One by one He took them from me, 
All the things I valued most, 
Until I was empty-handed; 
Every glittering toy was lost. 
And I walked earth’s highways, grieving, 
In my rags and poverty. 
Till I heard His voice inviting, 
“Lift those empty hands to Me!” 
So I held my hands toward Heaven, 
And He filled them with a store 
Of His own transcendent riches 
Till they could contain no more. 
And at last I comprehended 
With my stupid mind and dull, 
That God COULD not pour His riches 
Into hands already full!1 

  

                                                 
1 Martha Snell Nicholson, “Treasures” in Ivory Palaces (Moody Publishers, 1946), 67.  
 


