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Introduction: In June of 2019 1,000 illegal immigrants came through the El Paso sector, highest 

ever forcing President Trump to hit Mexico with a 5% tariff forcing them to step up 

enforcement.  Total cost of illegal immigration to nation’s taxpayers is: $200 billion1. 19 billion 

for healthcare, 60 billion to educate the illegal immigrant children (note, cities like Willmar, 

Pelican Rapids, Long Prairie get hit the hardest because of the high percentage of illegal 

immigrants living there), but the greatest cost is lives lost through drug deaths, 70,000 in 2017 

died to overdoses and that number is expected to double every few years. But, is this how we 

decide an issue? Do we base it on our pocketbooks? Or do we have a better way of deciding 

which side to stand on, open borders vs. legal immigration only?  

 Prior to the Civil War churches and church members were divided on the issue of slavery 

or more importantly whether or not to obey the laws that required captured slaves to be 

returned to their owners in the south.  Were church members who participated in the 

Underground Railroad disobeying God by hiding and transporting runaway slaves or were they 

reporting to a higher authority and doing exactly what God wanted them to do? Are Christians 

today who are engaged in a similar form of an Underground Railroad by assisting illegal 

immigrants from being caught and deported doing the same thing? They think so.  

 If we turn to Bible passages that address sojourners, people who are not native 

Israelites, it is clear the Bible says to welcome them and be compassionate.  Leviticus 19:33–34 

“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the 

stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for 

you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. (ESV) But, is this an apple vs. 

apple debate or an apple vs. oranges debate. In other words is the Bible in Leviticus addressing 

the same issue we face today when 12 million plus illegals are living in our country consuming 

taxpayer dollars in services far more than they pay in?  

 This gets very personal. Some of you know friends of ours who were BGC missionaries to 

Mexico and then became missionaries here to Mexicans living in MN. It was extremely hard for 

them to straddle the line between doing what their conscience was telling them to do with 

disciples they had ministered to and what the law demanded. 

                                                           
1 https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jun/5/the-real-cost-of-illegal-immigration-and-its-not-a/ 

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jun/5/the-real-cost-of-illegal-immigration-and-its-not-a/


 As a church we do not follow blindly a political party’s policy without thinking, either 

open borders or closed. We are biblicists and we make our decisions on what the Bible says and 

nothing else. So, let’s address this Hot Topic biblically to find answers.  

Main point: As Christ followers we need to be compassionate to those who are in our country 

illegally while encouraging them to obey the law of the land for their own spiritual good.  

When considering their stand on illegal immigration Christians must consider: 

1. Their first priority is obedience to the law of the land. Romans 13:1–2 Let every person 

be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. (ESV) See also 

1 Peter 2:13-17; Titus 3:1 

 Crossing into another country illegally is wrong and aiding those who do so is a violation 

of God’s laws.  

 Christians justify doing so by stating that the current laws are unjust and because they 

are unjust civil disobedience is necessary. However, 

 Nowhere in Scripture does it say to obey the laws of the land only if they are just and 

not if they are unjust. 

 The only exception would be if the government is asking you to do something that 

clearly God has commanded you not to do or vice versa, such as witnessing. Acts 5:29 

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. (ESV)  

 The majority of those crossing our border illegally are coming to escape poverty and to 

experience a better life here than they could have in their country of origin.  These are 

worthy ambitions and godly goals but just because they are worthy goals does not allow 

a person to violate a law to achieve them. 

 

2. If they are here as an illegal immigrant, a Christian living here illegally is in constant violation of 

the law of the land and cannot live in right relationship with God until that issue is resolved. 

 Such a person has no choice but to begin a process via an immigration lawyer and 

reporting to the authorities or return home and await their turn legally.  There is no 

other option available to them. 

 If they choose not to go back or wait their turn then they start committing a number of 

other sins.  They will 1) be forced to lie on official forms or employment applications, 2) 

steal by avoiding taxes and using our systems for health and education that they are not 

paying for, and their lives will be 3) plagued with worry about being caught and 

discovered. Psalm 66:18 says If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not 

have listened. (ESV) 

 

3. If they are here illegally, a Christian cannot seek asylum in a sanctuary city to skirt the laws of 

the nation that supersede local laws.  

 In 1875 Congress passed its first law regarding immigration which up to that point had 

been left to the states and the following year the Supreme Court ruled it constitutional. 



Ever since, immigration law has been regulated by our elected national (not local) 

officials). 

 

4. That as Christians (or the church collectively), it is not our duty to determine a person’s legal 

status.  

 If an illegal alien is worshipping with us and we suspect his illegal status, then we should 

be confident the Holy Spirit is capable of bringing that person to repentance without our 

help. John 16:8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: (ESV) 

 

5. That counseling an illegal believer to remain unlawfully in our land is an act of doubting God’s 

sovereignty.  

 No matter how much one cares for the illegal immigrant or even no matter how much 

risk to their lives await them in their home country, skirting the law is an act of 

distrusting God’s omnipotent sovereignty in their lives. Romans 8:28 And we know that 

for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. (ESV)  and Philippians 4:6 do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. (ESV) 

6. That sending an illegal alien back to his homeland requires us to do all we can to ensure his 

safety and well-being and future connection to a loving community of believers when he gets 

home. Philemon 18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my 

account. (ESV) 

 

7. As a church, we are neither anti-immigration nor promoting open borders, but that we are 

gospel oriented only.  

 The dangers of being anti-immigration is to consider the immigrant unworthy for the 

gospel and the danger of being pro-open borders is to encourage insubordination to the 

nation’s laws.  

Application 

 Would I participate in the Underground Railroad if I lived in 1840? If I had the courage, yes. 

Because God’s laws against abusing humans like antebellum slavery is higher than man’s laws. I would 

quote Proverbs 24:11–12 Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are 

stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart 

perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to 

his work? (ESV)  


