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Today’s Scripture:  

Series Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Does the Scribe who yelled at Jesus “You have a demon” deserve mercy?  Does 

the ISIS soldier beheading Christian men, women and children, deserve mercy from God?  NO! 

A million times no.  Did we deserve mercy? NO! 

Main point: Jesus’ ministry shifts from evangelism to discipleship as the masses have made 

their choice to believe or to reject Jesus as King.  From now on he will teach in parables, the 

purpose of which, is to reveal and to conceal. 

Context:   

 The house was too crowded where Jesus was previously teaching and so he moved from the 

house to the shore where he taught from Peter’s? boat.  

 The women who listened to the Holy Spirit were present providing for his needs but his own 

family had come to talk some “sense” into him, to tone it down. 

 The Scribes had the audacity to accuse Jesus of ministering in the power of Satan and so as 

officials of the establishment , they had officially rejected Jesus’ claims as King of Israel.  

 Now it was time to thin out the crowd so that only the ones who chose to accept Christ’s claims 

of kingship would be allowed to understand the deeper truths of the Kingdom.  

 I will get to Jesus’ explanation of the parable of the soils, or sower, next week, but my focus will 

be mainly on why he chose to teach in parables. 

Exegesis  

1. A parable is a story-like analogy that illuminates a deeper more abstract truth.  The word 

parable comes from two Greek words – para meaning alongside (you bus drivers know what a 

para is) and bolo meaning to throw or cast.  A parable then is a story that is cast alongside 

another truth to make it easier to understand. 

 

2. Jesus invited the listeners to ponder the truth they just heard by saying “He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear.”  

 

 This was Jesus’ way of saying to them, who are you listening to?  Are you listening to the 



Scribes and Pharisees who hate me and deny me? Or, are you listening to the Holy Spirit 

who is telling you the truth? Everyone has physical ears (except the deaf) but here Jesus 

is referring to spiritual ears.  Are they tingling?  Are you wanting more? Are you hungry 

to hear more truth?  

 We have already said that the percentage of hearers who want to hear is small.  If the 

above parable is any indicator then only 25% of the people who hear the gospel will 

repent. Surveys indicate today it is smaller than that like we shared closer to 9-10%  

 

3. God was just in closing the ears of the Israelites in Isaiah 6 as a just punishment for their refusal 

to repent.  

 Isaiah 5:20–21 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light 

and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who 

are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight! (ESV) 

 Chapter 5 describes shedding innocent blood, theft, pride, lying, drunkenness, then in 

chapter 6. . . 

 Isaiah 6:8–10 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” And he said, “Go, and say to this people; 

“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make 

the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with 

their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be 

healed.” (ESV) 

 He is not obligated to wait until their deaths to harden their hearts. They had plenty of 

opportunities to repent and so their time was up.  

 That is also true in Jesus’s day and our day today. The HS is not obligated to keep 

knocking on the door of someone’s heart. 

 

4. The disciples and close followers of Jesus were given (past tense) before this moment, the 

privilege by God to hear information about the Kingdom of God that others were not allowed to 

hear.  

 This is a reference to the doctrine of predestination so clearly taught in Scripture.   

o  Mark 13:20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be 

saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. (ESV)  

o John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 

Father in my name, he may give it to you. (ESV) 

o John 15:19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because 

you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 

you. (ESV) 

o Ephesians 1:4–5 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to 

himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, (ESV) 

 No one can know why God chooses some but passes over others but it is possible to see 

why he hides truth from the majority who have already turned their back on the Holy 

Spirit: 



o First, God doesn’t owe anybody anything.  He gave us life and the Word and if 

mankind chooses to rebel against that knowledge then they deserve (so did we) 

God’s backside. 

o Secondly, hiding knowledge about the benefits of the Kingdom from people who 

hate the King is practical.  They might pretend to like the King only to get the 

benefits of the Kingdom. This is why evangelism should be focusing only on people’s 

sinful rebellion first long before giving promises of escape from hell or the beauty of 

heaven. The door is Jesus.  He’s the only way. 

 

5. No one can hear without the Holy Spirit revealing the truth to their heart. 1 Corinthians 2:14–16 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 

he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual person 

judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the mind of the 

Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. (ESV) 

 

 

 

I spoke at two Habitat work sites this Monday and noticed something very interesting.  Believers 

listened intently, while unbelievers looked down and couldn’t wait until I was finished. Modern day 

application of the truths above. 

 

 


