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Chapter Thirteen 
Sermon #13 

November 23, 2014 
 

Is Your Pride Causing You To Be Angry? 
 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
 slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  

(James 1:19-20 ESV) 
 

 I was young, self-righteous, and hot-headed. I had too much responsibility at the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association for my age and immaturity. I was in charge of storing and 
making available for distribution the millions of books and periodicals that BGEA sent out on a 
daily basis and also gave away at the many outdoor crusades he used to hold. But, I also had 
under my authority the use of the association’s delivery van and driver. One day a delivery order 
came down from one of the highest offices at headquarters. It was an order to take several 
boxes of George Wilson’s (he was vice president of the association and the number 1 man at 
headquarters) personal items from his home to his cabin. This was not the first time I had been 
ordered to run personal errands for the boss.  In my immaturity, I thought it was a misuse of 
God’s money and time to be using employees and company vehicles for personal use. Self-
righteously, I got angry, and I made out a work order for our driver.  On it I wrote, “Take George 
Wilson’s CRAP from here to here.”  The driver took the work order, and obediently delivered the 
several boxes of Mr. Wilson’s personal belongings from one place of residence to another. He 
then initialed it that it was complete and then sent it on its way through the internal mail system 
at headquarters to be delivered back to the person who made the request, Mr. Wilson himself. I 
forgot about the final steps of this procedure, the procedure that returned the work order to its 
originator and was oblivious to the consequences I would soon be facing.   
 A few days later, I got a very stern call from upstairs, from a Mrs. LaDow to report 
immediately to her office as secretary to the Vice President, Mr. Wilson. It was a summons one 
could not ignore. I made my way through the back stairways to the other side of the building 
and up to the Holy of Holies, that nearly sacred zone of the building few people got to enter or if 
they did, they did so at their own peril.  I approached Mrs. LaDow’s office door and I could tell 
she was not at all happy with me.  She gave me a very stern dressing down, which in today’s 
lingo means chewing out. She told me how merciful God was to me that she intercepted my 
work order before it reached the desk of the Vice President where if it had gone that far would 
have meant my instant termination. She gave me a warning that if I ever pulled a stunt like that 
again, showing such disrespect to my elders and my employer I would lose my job.  She then 
took the work order and filed it away in a file deep in her filing cabinet.  
 I more than deserved that reprimand, but in retrospect I wished Mrs. LaDow had done 
one more thing in her lecture to me. I wish she would have instructed me that my prideful self-
righteousness was blinding me to certain facts. I wish she had told me back then that doing 
personal work for the boss on company time, using company wages and company resources, 
would have allowed the company boss to devote more of his time and energy to the Lord’s work 
which was far more critical and spiritually significant in the over-all scheme of God’s Kingdom 
work than what I was doing shuffling skids of books around a warehouse.   And I wish she had 
also mentioned that I had no knowledge whatsoever whether or not Mr. Wilson had reimbursed 
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the association with out-of-pocket monies for any expenses the association may have accrued 
doing personal work for him.  
 You see, my pride and arrogance got in the way of correct thinking and led to unholy, 
and unjustified anger that nearly cost me my job. I want you to learn from my mistakes and gain 
insight at your early ages to get your pride under control and gain godly humility so that you 
won’t be tempted to lose control of your temper and lash out at anyone whom you think has 
done you wrong.  
 
 There are lots of sins God hates, in fact he hates all sin, but the one that is right at the 
top of them all is pride. It is the sin which caused Lucifer, now known as Satan, to rebel against 
God and got him kicked out of heaven. It is the sin that prevents all humans from humbling 
themselves before God and acknowledging that they are sinners in need of forgiveness.      
 
 Pride is such an ugly thing in a person. When a person is always correcting someone else 
it is pride that is doing that obnoxious thing. When a person goes on and on about a topic he 
knows nothing about but acts as if he is the expert, it is pride making him act obnoxiously. When 
a person is constantly critical of others and is always complaining about the most minor and 
sometimes imaginary imperfections, it is pride that makes them so negative and obnoxious.  I’ve 
used the word obnoxious now four times to make a point.  Prideful attitudes in people make 
them obnoxious and that is an ugly trait to have and those who act that way have a hard time 
making friends and find they easily lose the few friends they already had.  
 
 Today, I want to put two things together and show how they are connected.  They are 
pride and anger.  The Bible has so much to say about them both and we have much to learn 
about them using Solomon as our guide and instructor.  However, that will not be enough.  Even 
though Solomon is the wisest man in the world and we should listen and do everything he tells 
us to do, pride will cause us to think we are smarter and wiser than Solomon and we will ignore 
his instruction and continue acting in a prideful way. That’s why we need to ask the Holy Spirit 
to break our hearts of sinful pride and cause us to humble ourselves before our maker and 
creator.  Will you do that right now?  Pray with me again, won’t you?  “Dear Holy Spirit, please 
use your power to soften our hard hearts and our stubborn spirits. We have proud hearts that 
puff us up in our own imaginations and we need you to reveal to us how small is our intellect, 
how weak is our strength, and how futile are our abilities to determine our destinies. Do your 
work on our sinful hearts and attitudes right now, or else we are doomed to live prideful lives in 
obnoxious ways offending people for the rest of our lives.  And, make your work deep, so that it 
penetrates all the way to the depths of our hearts so that you uproot and pull out the root of 
pride that has dug itself deeply into our personalities and souls.  Do not let us fake a humble 
spirit, as we keep a prideful heart covered up with pretend humility, but remove it from our 
hearts entirely today and tomorrow and every day for the rest of our lives.  When we ask you to 
fill us with your presence, know that we are asking you to destroy our sinful pride and replace it 
with godly humility, the kind you have as you make it your mission to glorify Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord without bringing any attention upon yourself. Amen.” 
 
 Here is one of the most important verses in the Bible that has helped me daily kill my 
pride. It is (1 Corinthians 4:7 ESV) What do you have that you did not receive? If then you 
received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?  
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 Think this verse through with me. We brag about what we have, don’t we? If it is 
athletic ability we brag about how good we are as athletes. If we are musically talented we brag 
about how good we are as musicians. If we are smart, we brag about how easily we ace tests in 
school and laugh at those who struggle for hours to get the same results you do. But, tell me, 
which of those things came from you? Did you give yourself athletic, musical, or intellectual 
abilities?  Must you not acknowledge that every one of those gifts are gifts from God? Even the 
gift of being born in America was a gift he gave you, something you cannot brag about. Even 
more of a blessing is the family he decided to have you born into. The Apostle Paul asks us the 
question, if we have received all these things from God, then why do we boast as if we did not 
receive them?  Good question. What you are is what God made you.  
 
 When we brag about these things we are acting as foolishly as a son who drives around 
in his father’s Corvette pretending that he’s the one who earned the dollars to buy the $100,000 
car on his own, and acts as if it is his. He’s acting almost as foolishly as the father who allows him 
to drive it around instead of making him work for his own car, but I digress. 
 
 It’s time to listen to Solomon’s advice. The first thing we learn about pride is that 1) 
Pride causes us to make foolish decisions. The proud person thinks he knows more about 
everything there is to know and since he doesn’t have the humility to think he does not know 
and should be asking questions, he makes stupid and foolish decisions. Solomon says, When 
pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. (Proverbs 11:2 ESV) 
Speaking of Corvettes, a proud son who is given the keys by his father to a Corvette Z06 with 
650 horsepower when the only thing he has been driving up to that point is a Ford Focus, well 
what do you think is going to happen next?  He’s too proud to ask his dad for how to handle a 
muscle car, and he’s not humble enough to start out slowly until he gets the feel of the snorter 
under the hood. No, he’s going to find the nearest freeway entrance and let her rip. Rip that is in 
two, around a bridge abutment. Humility would have caused him to ask his dad for help and 
instruction but no, not a proud son, he’s too proud.  
 

Speaking of asking for and listening to advice, Solomon says, “The way of a fool is right 
in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.” (Proverbs 12:15 ESV) 

 
And, In everything the prudent acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts his folly. 

(Proverbs 13:16 ESV) 
 

A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain, but knowledge is easy for a man of understanding. (Proverbs 
14:6 ESV) The reason why a scoffer, or a proud person seeks wisdom in vain is because he 
ignores and despises the little wisdom offered him by people being willing to help him and 
because wise people have long since decided to not give him any help since he’s going to reject 
it anyway.  It’s like Jesus proverb in Matthew 7:6 when he says “Do not throw your pearls before 
pigs.”  The wise get tired after a while trying to help idiots who think they know everything. This 
verse says it all:  Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool 
than for him. (Proverbs 26:12 ESV) And, A scoffer does not like to be reproved; he will not go 
to the wise. (Proverbs 15:12 ESV) And, A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding 
than a hundred blows into a fool. (Proverbs 17:10 ESV) 
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The second thing pride does is 2) Pride makes us think we are better than others and 
causes us to treat others with contempt. This is the basis of all prejudice isn’t it? If your 
prejudice is racial, you will look down on people whose skin is darker, or redder than yours. If 
your prejudice is material, you will, because of pride look down on people who struggle 
financially and can’t pay their bills.  If your prejudice is against those who can’t control their 
eating and are obese then you will look down on people who can’t stop eating at buffets. If your 
prejudice is intellectual, you will look down on and make fun of people who can’t get more than 
a C- in social studies. If your pride is athletic, you will laugh at people who are clutz’s. Whoever 
belittles his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding remains silent. (Proverbs 11:12 
ESV) Solomon says here, if you can’t say anything helpful, don’t say anything at all.  

 
Solomon reminds us that God keeps a record of every hurtful and demeaning comment. 

Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished. 
(Proverbs 17:5 ESV)  When you laugh in ridicule at the guy on the freeway who is stranded 
because he couldn’t afford gas to get home, or because his tires were too bald to get him 
through the snow storm and he’s stuck in the snow and your four-wheel drive SUV is making it 
look like child’s play, God says, you’ll get yours.  Maybe not today, but yours is coming, rest 
assured. 

A proud person will not care that his words are offending others and are causing pain.  
They feel that God gave them a mouth, why not use it. And God wants people to be open and 
honest, why not let it all hang out regardless of the blowback, or so their thinking goes. But the 
problem is that their words are a rod or dagger that hurts others and the blowback is that others 
will choose to spend less and less time with Mr. or Mrs. Perfectionist. That’s Solomon was 
implying when he said:  By the mouth of a fool comes a rod for his back, but the lips of the 
wise will preserve them. (Proverbs 14:3 ESV) 

 
The third thing pride does is 3) Pride causes a person to want to be the center of 

attention wherever they are.  Prideful people are constantly seeking their own glory. Celebrities 
hire publicists to get them noticed and get camera time.  Proud but lowly peons have to do the 
hard work themselves of getting attention.  Solomon says: It is not good to eat much honey, nor 
is it glorious to seek one's own glory. (Proverbs 25:27 ESV) Just as eating a gallon of honey will 
make a person barf, so will watching a proud person attempting to butt into a conversation so 
they can add their enormous knowledge and wisdom, makes people nauseous.  They both have 
the same effect.  These people need to take Solomon’s advice: Let another praise you, and not 
your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips. (Proverbs 27:2 ESV)  Ever heard of one-
upmanship? It’s the behavior of a person who when someone shares a story about their life the 
proud person has to one-up the other with a story of greater skill, or greater tragedy, or greater 
hurt. This too is seeking one’s own glory. If you have to have the last word, it is the same as 
seeking your own glory for you want to win the argument and gain the victory and do a dance in 
the end zone. It’s the same thing isn’t it? One dances like a silly school girl after he makes a 
touchdown while the other is gloating over an argument won with a slam dunk of logic?  

 
Hanging out with rich people and ignoring poor people is also a symptom of seeking 

your own glory.  You want to be noticed right? So you will do everything you can to be seen next 
to the famous person and be known as that person’s confidant. You will worm your way through 
the crowd to get next to him or her and you will make sure you have something cute or 
interesting to say when you get there. Sickening, or at least it should be. Solomon says:  It is 
better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor than to divide the spoil with the proud. (Proverbs 
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16:19 ESV)  And, One's pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor. 
(Proverbs 29:23 ESV) Jesus repeated this wisdom in (Luke 14:8-11 ESV) “When you are invited 
by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more 
distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both will come and say to 
you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest 
place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”  

 
The fourth thing pride does is 4) Pride causes us to be self-righteous and blind to our 

own sins. A prideful person is one who is quick to condemn other people’s sins and 
shortcomings but slow as molasses to admit their own. They tend to be critical and negative. 
They tend to demand perfection in others but want others to give them grace.  They have 
blinders on and don’t like correction at all. They get all huffy when confronted.  I use to call this 
immaturity, and it is, but it is more, it is pride added to immaturity, a deadly combination. Listen 
to Solomon: There are those who are clean in their own eyes but are not washed of their filth. 
(Proverbs 30:12 ESV). And, Fools mock at the guilt offering, but the upright enjoy acceptance. 
(Proverbs 14:9 ESV).  Prideful people don’t see their sin of hypocrisy and self-righteousness so 
there is no need for them to repent and offer to God a guilt offering, which is an admission of 
guilt.  I have over time come to realize that those who condemn others of certain sins the 
harshest are those that struggle privately and hypocritically with those same sins. No wonder 
God is disgusted with such behavior.  

 
God is definitely not pleased with the arrogant person and will punish him and bring him 

and his house down. Here is what Solomon says about the future of arrogant people: The LORD 
tears down the house of the proud but maintains the widow's boundaries. (Proverbs 15:25 
ESV) And, Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18 
ESV) And, Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor. 
(Proverbs 18:12 ESV) And finally, Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the 
LORD; be assured, he will not go unpunished. (Proverbs 16:5 ESV) 

 
Inherent in the destruction of the proud is the anger that comes from pride. Pride is the 

number 1 cause of unrighteous anger and that uncontrolled anger is usually reciprocated one 
way or another to the detriment of the originator. So pride is dangerous because it produces 
anger and angry people get what’s coming to them, normally.  So let’s look at the connection 
between the two and then see what Solomon has to say about anger.  

 
Ask yourself some simple questions.  Why do you get angry? What prompts you to lose 

your temper? What gets you irritated with others? If you can answer these questions you are 
well on your way to controlling your anger and putting it where it belongs, out of your life.  
 
 First of all, 1) Pride causes us to get angry because we feel our rights are being 
trampled upon. When all of you were younger you would get angry when one of your siblings or 
cousins grabbed a toy from you that you were playing with. Why did you get angry? Why did 
you try to grab it back? Don’t you think it was because you had a sense that since you had it 
first, you had a right to play with it as long as you wanted? That’s what parents say to most kids, 
“Give it back she had it first”. Since when does having something first make it your right to keep 
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somebody else from playing with that toy? Or parents will say, “It’s his toy let him have it. 
Maybe he’ll share it with you later.” All of these comments imply that you have a right of 
ownership or a right to play with a certain toy for a period of time. But, if parents would instead 
emphasize that we are better off surrendering our rights or to tell a child that he has no right of 
ownership then wouldn’t a child soon get the message that toys do not belong ultimately to him 
but to God above who gave them and God above wants all his servants to share his gifts gladly? 
I’m just saying that how parents phrase things affects how children perceive themselves and 
helps them to be more humble because their rights are surrendered to God’s ultimate authority. 
 
 Adults struggle with the same problems.  Road rage is caused by one party thinking that 
the highway space in front of him belongs to him and when someone cuts him off and causes 
him to slow down and miss the next light he just lost 30 seconds that belonged to him that 
somebody else stole. That 30 seconds might mean the second time this week that he punched in 
late and it will go on his record. Pride. It’s all about us.  Never once does that road victim think 
that the person in front is more late than he is and is desperate to get to work on time so that 
his boss doesn’t get mad, and that the reason he is late anyway is because he had a sick child 
back home that he took extra time to help his wife get squared away before he flied out of the 
house. You see a humble person, not thinking about themselves, would be thinking along those 
lines and say to himself, “that person needed the road ahead and the traffic light to be green 
more than I did. Lord bless him and help him get to work on time.”   
 
 What’s behind the highway anger? Pride. The driver feels he has the right to get where 
he wants to go on time. “I want”. Pride, pure and simple. Or if he is late to work because he got 
cut off he might think, “What will people think of me being late twice in one week?”  Pride 
again. Or he might be thinking that his lateness will affect his next review and he will miss out on 
a promotion and a raise. Again it is pride because it is all about him and his needs.  Humility 
says, I don’t deserve any of those things and I don’t worry about any of them because God is in 
control and I’m simply his servant.  No pride, no anger. 
 
 Solomon says Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an 
offense. (Proverbs 19:11 ESV). It takes humility to overlook an offense. No pride, no anger. King 
David says Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. (Psalm 4:4-5 ESV) There is a time to be 
angry, when someone is hurting someone else who is defenseless to help themselves, but David 
says think about it first. Ponder why you are angry and trust in the Lord. If you trust God’s 
goodness, wisdom, and strength to make things right you will humbly let him take care of the 
situation that was done to hurt you. Again Solomon is clear, Hatred stirs up strife, but love 
covers all offenses. (Proverbs 10:12 ESV) In other words, let it go.  If we didn’t get that message 
the first time Solomon reminds us again The vexation of a fool is known at once, but the 
prudent ignores an insult. (Proverbs 12:16 ESV)   
 
 Secondly 2) Pride causes us to get angry because we do not trust in the sovereignty of 
God and think our fate is up to us or our control of circumstances.  If you are caught in a traffic 
jam and are late for a date with a girl or a guy and you are afraid they will not wait for you and 
think you are a chump for being late and standing them up, you will likely get angry with 
yourself, or MNDOT or the person who caused the accident or whatever it is you think is 
responsible for the stop and go traffic you are stuck in.  But, you cannot control the world or for 
that matter a traffic jam on 35W.   Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he 
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who has a hasty temper exalts folly. (Proverbs 14:29 ESV)   This person is in control of their 
temper because they have great understanding, not only about the damage that losing their 
temper can do but why they are where they are anyway. A good understanding of the world and 
God’s part in it will help you to control your anger and keep it where it belongs, in reserve for 
those moments when righteous anger needs to be vented. 
 
 Thirdly, 3) Pride causes anger because a prideful person does not care about the 
consequences or the hurt that will be caused by venting it.  A humble person will think before 
he posts, or tweets, or texts, or messages. He will think, “How will these words be perceived and 
received.  Can they easily be taken out of context?” Those things matter to a humble person and 
are disregarded by a prideful person.  Here are several proverbs Solomon gives us that alert us 
to the dangers of venting.  
 

A man of quick temper acts foolishly, and a man of evil devices is hated. (Proverbs 
14:17 ESV)   
A truly proud man does not care if he is hated, he’ll say what’s on his mind no matter 

what.  
 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. (Proverbs 15:1 ESV) 
 
A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger quiets contention. 
(Proverbs 15:18 ESV) 
 
A man of violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good. 
(Proverbs 16:29 ESV) 
 
A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back. (Proverbs 29:11 
ESV) 
 
A man of wrath stirs up strife, and one given to anger causes much transgression. 
(Proverbs 29:22 ESV) 
 

 
 Are we getting the point? Anger does not please God and do much good in anyone’s life.  
Here are some ways you might be expressing anger you don’t even know about. 
 

1. When you are sarcastic with an edgy tone you are most likely feeling anger inside that is 
caused by your pride. 

2. When you post snarky comments on Facebook or Twitter, you are most likely feeling 
anger inside that is caused by your pride. 

3. When you are impatient with someone and you snap at them, you are feeling anger that 
is caused by your pride. 

 
Have you noticed any of these lately in your life?  Or, have you simply been outright angry 

with someone?  Don’t you think it’s time to repent of your pride and start working on your 
humility? Life will go so much better for you if you do.  


