
Sermon Series: Spurred on to Holiness (and Power) by Immersing Ourselves into 

the Life of Christ Through the Eyes of the Apostles – A Harmony of All Four 

Gospels 

Today’s Scripture: Matthew 5:31–32 [31] “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces (apoluo – kicks 

out of the house) his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce (apostasion – legal divorce 

papers).’ [32] But I say to you that everyone who divorces (apoluo – kicks out) his wife, except 

on the ground of sexual immorality (pornia – any sexual activity outside marriage), makes her 

commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced (apoluo – a kicked out wife) woman commits 

adultery. (ESV) 

Sermon Title: “Is the Church’s Traditional View of Divorce Biblical?” from Matthew 5:31-

32    

January 27, 2019 

Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Various views and positions in churches on divorce and remarriage.  

1. Divorce under any circumstances is sinful as is remarriage after divorce. 

2. Divorce after a person becomes a Christian is sinful (assumption is prior to belief people were 

not under the power of the Holy Spirit). 

3. Divorce is allowed under certain circumstances, but not remarriage. 

4. Divorce is allowed and remarriage is permitted if the original divorce was caused by adultery. 

5. Divorce is allowed and remarriage is permitted if the original divorce was caused by adultery or 

desertion 

6. Divorce is allowed for many reasons and remarriage is allowed for many reasons. 

 

 This is a sensitive topic for many: 

1. For those who have been divorced and have been ostracized from family and friends as a 

result. 

2. For those who come from a Catholic background and have been told they will be 

excommunicated if they get a divorce. 

3. For those (especially women) who have been told by the church that divorce is a sin, or is a sin 

unless adultery has occurred, and they are in a very bad marriage with no escape, or so it 

seems. 

4. For those who have been divorced by a spouse and were told by the church that they could not 

get remarried. 

My response to all of the above is there is healing once we let Scripture speak for itself and correct bad 

translations of the word of God. 



Main point: Jesus clarifies the intent of the Old Covenant law regarding divorce and keeps 

intact.  

Context  

Exegesis  

Starting principles: 

1. God designed marriage to be between one man and one woman for life. Genesis 2:24 

2. God has expressed his hatred for divorcing one’s mate without cause. Malachi 2:13–16 

[13] And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD's altar with tears, with weeping and 

groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. [14] 

But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of 

your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by 

covenant. [15] Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what 

was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 

be faithless to the wife of your youth. [16] “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces 

her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. 

So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” (ESV) 
3. Ideally, there should never be a divorce in a Christian marriage because if both partners are true 

believers they will be living Christ-like lives and their marriage will resemble the marriage of 

Christ and the Church which will last forever because He is faithful (and a good husband). 

Ephesians 5:32–33 [32] This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 

church. [33] However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she 

respects her husband. (ESV)  

4. As a church, we will do everything in our power to assist couples in making their marriages work 

so that divorce will never be necessary, even if that includes church discipline according to 

Matthew 18:15-20. 

Having said all of that. . .people still sin, and in a marriage no partner is perfect but in conflict it is not 

unusual for one to be more at fault than the other.  Therefore because of sin the Bible has regulations 

regarding divorce proceedings. 

Biblical background regarding divorce: 

1. There has always been an oral “law of God” guiding civilization from Adam to Noah to Shem. 

Shem was the representative of God (King of the Earth) until Nimrod usurped that position and 

forced Shem to relocate to Jerusalem from Shinar.  Shem is also known as Melchizedek, King of 

Salem.  Here is what the book of Jashur says about Shem: And Adonizedek king of Jerusalem, 

the same was Shem, went out with his men to meet Abram and his people, with bread and wine, 

and they remained together in the valley of Melech.  12 And Adonizedek blessed Abram, and 

Abram gave him a tenth from all that he had brought from the spoil of his enemies, for 

Adonizedek was a priest before God. Jashur 16:11-12  See also Genesis 14:17-20. 

2. After Nimrod usurped the throne away from Melchizedek he established a new law that 

replaced God’s law called the Law of Hammurabi.  This code of law became universal and was 

the law most known to the children of Israel at the time of the exodus. 



3. That law allowed for divorce for many reasons such as cruelty, slander, waste of family assets, 

and running up needless debts as being grounds for a man to divorce his wife. And the wife 

could divorce her husband for the same reasons and one more – failure to provide for her and 

the family. 

4. The main difference between God’s law at Sinai and the law code of Hammurabi was that the 

Hammurabi law code did not require any legal status or paperwork to verify the divorce had 

occurred. 

5. This needed correction in God’s law since if a man kicked his wife out from the home without a 

certificate of divorce then he could claim later she was committing adultery when she pursued 

a second marriage and she could legally be stoned for her sin. This certificate was for her 

protection. This will become apparent in Deuteronomy 24.  

The Biblical Principles: 

1. Divorce itself is not a sin since God Himself divorced Israel. Jeremiah 3:[8] She saw that for all 

the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her 

treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. (ESV) and Hosea 

2:[2] “Plead with your mother, plead—for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband—that 

she put away her whoring from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts; (ESV) If 

divorce in itself is a sin then God is a sinner because He divorced Israel for her unfaithfulness. 

2. God’s law in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 allows for divorce for reasons other than adultery or 

fornication.  Why? Because if it was adultery or fornication the law required her to be stoned.  

Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4. The cause for divorce in this case is described as doing something 

indecent that brought shame on herself and her husband. The LXX translation uses the word 

asxamenon meaning: 1) to behave disgracefully, 2) dishonorably, 3) indecently, 4) to act in a 

way that brings shame. Paul uses the word in 1 Corinthians 12:23 to refer to the unpresentable 

parts of our bodies i.e. our private parts.  How could a woman do this? In today’s vernacular it 

might mean aggressive flirting by showing way too much skin.  It definitely seems to have 

sexual overtones. 

3. The certificate of divorce required in God’s law protects the woman from being accused as an 

adulteress.  She had the paperwork to prove she was legally divorced from her husband and 

was free to remarry.  

4. This protection was being abused in Jesus’ day by the Pharisees and others. Possibly to get 

around having to return her dowry. A dowry was a wife’s assurance that she would have means 

to take care of herself if something like this should ever happen to her. It was never absorbed 

into the husband’s estate.  And when she died, it went to her children, not to her husband. It 

appears the Jews were trying to get out of a marriage they didn’t want and keep the money 

that did not belong to them. 

5. In Matthew 5:31-32, Jesus was going back to the OT law and demanding that the law be kept 

for the protection of the women (wife). The Greek words are mistranslated in Scripture.    Read 

Matthew 5:31-32. Notice the wording. It’s critical.  Apoluo means to send away or kick out of 

the house whereas the Greek word for divorce is Apostasion. The two usually go together as 

one act but if the one is separated from the other the woman then has no legal protection and 

she can be and should be accused of adultery if she remarries. 

6. Jesus is interpreting the OT law to say that any man who kicks his wife out of the house (apoluo) 



without a written certificate of divorce (based on just cause) is causing her to commit adultery 

and by doing so he is the cause of that adultery and so he too is just as guilty as she if not more 

so. He instigated it, she was forced to find another provider.    

7. Now the question is why did Jesus say it was O.K. to apoluo (send her away) a woman from your 

home without paperwork if the relationship can be described as one being a pornia 

relationship.  

 The word pornia in Scripture was used of: 1) a man having  sexual relations with a 

prostitute (original meaning of the word was to have sexual relations indiscriminately) 

and according to Exodus 22:16-17 2) Used of Esau in Hebrews 12:16 when he married a 

Hittite wife (unlawful marriage) and 3) In 1 Corinthians 5, it is used of the stepson living 

in sin with his step mom (incest) and 4) in Jude 7 the word is used of the men of Sodom 

wishing to have homosexual relations with the angels or sodomy, again an unlawful 

marriage. 

 This means that if the marriage is unlawful (such as the one Jesus mentioned in John 4 

when the woman was living with a man but not married), then there is no lawful 

marriage.     

Conclusion and application 

1. Helpful illustration: Say a woman needs help confronting her husband (failure to work, 

addicted to alcohol and video games) church disciplines all the way through Matthew 18 and 

excommunicates him and then later she files for divorce. Do we discipline her too for divorcing 

because it wasn’t over adultery? No way! 

2. Let’s be grace-led towards those divorcing or divorced rather than condemning.  Let’s make 

our standards biblical and not Pharisaical in these matters. 

3. Let’s discuss this more in our Second Hour.  

 


