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Chapter Ten 
Sermon #10 

November 2, 2014 
 

Are You Born Again? 
 

The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the wicked will be put out.  
(Proverbs 13:9 ESV) 

 
Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious in his ways despises him. 

(Proverbs 14:2 ESV) 
 

 Do you know that Grandma and I have been praying a specific prayer for you since 
before each of you were born? We have prayed almost daily that each of you would come to 
know and love Christ early in life and that your decision to surrender to His Lordship would be 
genuine and sincere and that it would be the starting point in your life of a lifelong commitment 
to serve Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. If our prayers have been heard and 
answered, several of you have, by now, prayed to ask forgiveness for your sins and have totally 
surrendered your life to the Lord for Him to use in any way He pleases because what you want 
most in life is to be pleasing to Him.  If what I have just said gives you a smile, then it is likely 
that you indeed are a true Christian.  If what I have just said irritates you and causes you to 
grimace and makes you a little mad at me, then honestly, it is a good indication that you are not 
walking with Jesus who gave His life for you and that you are not yet a genuine Christian.  
 You may not know this, but your mom has two sisters. You only know one, but actually 
there is another sister who is now living in heaven with Jesus.  I said sister but in reality we don’t 
know if she is a sister or he is a brother, but we know that someday we will meet face to face 
with a child we never got to hold or even name here on earth.  Your Grandma suffered what is 
called a miscarriage in between having Jenn and Joelle.  So, this aunt or uncle of yours is 
younger than Jenn and older than Joelle and he or she is living today in heaven above and will 
be there forever.  He, or she is living there along with my dad Warren and my mom Eleanor and 
great-grandpa Gerry Giles who have gone on to heaven before us. It is unthinkable for either 
grandma or I to think of spending eternity without each and every one of you. Stop. Did you just 
read what I said? It would be unthinkable for us to think of spending eternity without any one of 
you there with us.   
 What is your name? Repeat it back to me in your head. That’s the name you will have 
for all eternity besides a new name Jesus will give you when you arrive. Maybe this unknown 
aunt or uncle of yours is still missing an earthly name and goes by only their heavenly name for 
now, but perhaps, when Pati and I get to heaven we might get the chance to name him or her 
with God’s help. I say all this to make it very personal.  You are a person with a name, and you 
will keep that name for all eternity and will be known in heaven by that name and hopefully that 
makes heaven a bit more real to you. The Bible talks a lot about the reality of heaven and all of 
its joys; joys that are culminated in the person of Jesus who is, as the Bible says, the fullness of 
God.  Since it is a little hard for us to relate to the Father, since we can’t imagine him very well 
without a body, it is easier for us to imagine Jesus who does have a body and who gave his body 
for us on the cross so that our sins would be paid for and we could live in heaven where only 
perfect people are allowed to live in the presence of God. And you are perfect, if you have 
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trusted Jesus for your salvation like I have described and will do more in this chapter (sermon) 
since all your sins are removed forever by what Jesus did for you on the cross.  But if you haven’t 
said yes to the Holy Spirit when he has come calling on your heart and have continued to refuse 
His overtures of love and desire for you, and have not placed your faith in Jesus as your Savior, 
and if you have not seen the fruit of that salvation in your life, then if you were to die without 
doing so, you will not be spending eternity in heaven with your family members. I wish in one 
sense, that there was no such place as hell, if that is where any of you will eventually find 
yourselves, but theologically and really honestly I want justice to reign and God’s glory to be 
seen and that means that there must be a hell to make that happen. So, in another sense, I do 
want there to be a hell, just minus any one of you.  
 I won’t spend any time here talking about hell, you can do that on your own with your 
computer Bible by looking up the words hell, Gehenna, lake of fire, and eternal torment.  When 
you do, you will hear Jesus’ description of what it will be like for people to spend their eternity 
there.  But not now.  I am not convinced that anyone’s salvation is real because they are running 
from hell unless they end up running to Jesus. It is not your fear of hell that will bring real 
salvation to your souls but a genuine remorse for your sins that you have committed against 
God and your desire to have those sins removed by the blood of Jesus Christ who, as we say in 
our day, took the bullet for you.   
 
 This chapter (sermon) is all about what it means to be “born again” or as theologians 
say, to have a regenerate heart.  The word generate means to give life to something, like a 
generator, now called an alternator, gives life to the battery in a car.  To regenerate means to 
give life to something that was dead, and that is exactly what the Bible says about our hearts.  
Our hearts are naturally dead towards God and they are naturally rebellious. There is not an 
ounce of spiritual warmth in our hearts for God and His Son Jesus as natural born sinners.  
Ephesians 2:1-2 says,  

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience. 

 
 And Jesus talked about our hearts this way: 

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
witness, slander. (Matthew 15:19 ESV) 

 
 The word “heart” in the Bible describes that immaterial part of our person that makes 
decisions and directs our will.  Our brains are just extremely sophisticated computers that store 
information and can be used by our heart or spirit to retrieve information and memories but it is 
not who we really are.  In fact, in many ways our bodies, as glorious as they are, are machines to 
house our persons. That is why a quadriplegic can lose a limb but he hasn’t lost any of his 
person.  He is still the same person he was before, even though a good part of his body is 
missing. So, this heart of ours is eternal. It will live on forever as a spirit.  It is the real you. That is 
also the part of us that needs to be born again and when the Holy Spirit comes into our bodies 
at conversion, he breathes life into our dead hearts the same way God breathed life into Adam 
in Genesis 2 and made him a living creature.  This work of the Spirit makes us a new creation as 
the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17.  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.  
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 Now Solomon probably did not know all that I have just shared with you about 
conversion and the power of the Holy Spirit to change our wicked hearts into hearts that fear 
God and love God.  But he could see the difference between a person who was still dead in their 
trespasses and sins and one who had been made into a new creation.  His way of describing that 
was by talking about the person who “feared” God, and the person who was wicked.  Fearing 
God in the Bible is a very good thing, and I don’t believe anyone can be saved unless they first 
fear God.  Fearing Him means recognizing that he is amazingly holy, so holy that anyone like us 
sinful humans could never make it out alive from His presence because we would have been 
totally burned up and incinerated by his gazillion degree pure heat and flame from His throne 
that purifies all that is in front of him and behind Him and around him and above Him and below 
him. Satan can approach God’s throne only because God withholds His divine fury from him 
until he will be cast into the Lake of Fire at the end of the ages. When Isaiah approached God in 
chapter 6 of his book he experienced what that holy flame was all about and was it not for the 
burning coal that touched his lips, a coal that came from the altar of Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross, he too would have been incinerated by the flaming inferno of God’s pure holiness. 
 So, this is what it means to fear God. He is so holy that Mother Theresa would be 
instantly fried to a crisp because she too was a sinner who sinned against God, had it not been 
for Christ’s blood protecting her from that Holy Flame.  We sing a song called A Mighty Fortress 
where we say that “Our God is a consuming fire.” Those words are speaking about what I am 
talking about. People who hate God obviously don’t fear God properly, because if they did, they 
would bow before His holy anger and recognize he has every right to punish wickedness.   
 A genuine and appropriate fear of God leads us to acknowledge that He is holy and we 
are wicked and he is always right and we are always wrong when we try to argue with him. This 
is a good thing and an important step that will lead us to salvation. We can’t get to him unless 
we start here.  Some people will tell you first that God is a loving God and you should think of 
Him as just a loving God.  Well, indeed He is a loving God, for the Bible says that God is love, but 
if we presume upon that love and fail to also see and know that He is also a holy and righteous 
God who will, like I say, incinerate anything that stands before him with a proud and 
unrepentant heart, then we cannot approach God in the manner in which he demands to be 
approached, namely on our knees or flat on our face with the words coming feebly out of our 
mouths, “I am a wicked sinner and you are a holy God, I repent, I surrender, you win, please 
wash me with the blood of Christ to purify my wicked and sinful soul.”  
 
 Then once we realize that Jesus put his own life and body on the cross to receive the full 
wrath of God and get the full fury of that flame upon his own soul and person that was intended 
for us because of our wickedness, we are now ready to be saved and experience the beauty of 
salvation.  It was the Holy Spirit who was bringing you to that point of awareness all along and 
without His help you would still be standing before God trying to shake a rebellious fist in God’s 
face and think stupidly that you wouldn’t be harmed by the inferno of his wrath.   
 
 It’s time to thank the Holy Spirit for His work in our lives isn’t it?  Will you offer a prayer 
of thanksgiving with me to the Holy Spirit for softening your heart and causing you to want to 
love God? “Holy Spirit I thank you that you miraculously spoke to my grandchildren in a soft but 
powerful way to impress upon them these facts and to bring their hearts to a point where they 
were or are now ready to surrender everything in their life to the Lordship of Jesus whom you 
exalt constantly through magnifying Him and broadcasting to the world His willingness to pay 
the full penalty for our sins. We love you and worship you as well. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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 Now I want to let Solomon describe for you the difference between Christians and non-
Christians and to hear of the future each of these can expect in this life and the life to come.  
The contrast is stark and the future is polar opposites of each other.  Let’s learn together, shall 
we? 
 
(Proverbs 6:12-19 ESV) says, 
A worthless person, a wicked man, goes about with crooked speech, winks with his eyes, 
signals with his feet, points with his finger, with perverted heart devises evil, continually 
sowing discord; therefore calamity will come upon him suddenly; in a moment he will be 
broken beyond healing. There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an 
abomination to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a 
heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who 
breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.  
 
 Here, Solomon says that a non-Christian who hates God and God’s standards of right 
and wrong is a deceitful person.  You can’t trust what he says because his speech is crooked.  
They will say things that are untrue, exaggerated, arrogant, critical, negative, scornful, and 
disrespectful.  This is a person who whispers in your ear a piece of gossip about someone sitting 
two feet away, and then encourages you with a wink when it is time to trip them on purpose 
when they walk into class so that everyone will laugh at the humiliation of the poor girl or guy 
that was made a fool of at the hands of a wicked person.  Hopefully you weren’t party to that 
ploy and didn’t participate in this wicked act when you were encouraged to go along by that 
wicked wink he gave you.  This person is one who whispers lies to one guy how a girl is saying 
wicked things about him, and then whispers to the girl that the guy is telling everyone in school 
that she kissed him passionately after the game last Friday night when none of it is true. He is 
doing this just to see people get angry with one another and he gets a kick out of it and laughs, 
not caring that he has ruined the friendship of two people who used to be friends. 
 Did you catch the seven things God hates?  Arrogance, lying, murder, including abortion 
or even calling someone a fool or in our day an airhead is a form of murder since Jesus said in 
(Matthew 5:21-22 ESV) 

 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  

  These are things God hates and he hates those who do them. He also hates a heart that 
devises wicked plans, which includes sexual fantasies that are immoral. He hates feet that make 
haste to run to evil which means a person who is anxious to hear the next piece of gossip or 
someone who can’t wait to get other people in trouble even if they have to lie about them.  That 
describes a person who is a false witness who breathes out lies and a person who sows discord 
among brothers.  God hates all sins but these seem to rank right up at the top and if you find 
yourself doing any of these things without any remorse or sorrow, then you are probably not yet 
born again, since these behaviors describe what non-Christians do. 
 
 Here are more things that are typical of a non-Christian: 
 

An evildoer listens to wicked lips, and a liar gives ear to a mischievous tongue. 
(Proverbs 17:4 ESV) 
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An evil man seeks only rebellion, Proverbs 17:11a 
 
With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neighbor, Proverbs 11:8 & 14:2b 

 
 If you hear someone say that God is not an angry God and that he doesn’t get upset 
when people do the things we just mentioned, then what about these verses? 
 

Those of crooked heart are an abomination to the LORD, Prov. 11:20 
an evil person will not go unpunished Prov. 11:21 
 
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD Prov. 15:26a 
 
The LORD is far from the wicked Prov. 15:29 
 
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy those 
who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. (Psalm 5:5-6 ESV) 
 

 Since your mom and dad have been praying for you since you were born to love Jesus 
with all your heart, most likely you don’t do the things above, but still, it is important for you to 
hear that those who do these things are unbelievers and it is good to have a checklist to 
evaluate yourself to see if you really are born again.  Born again people do not practice these 
behaviors and when they occasionally do fall into one of these sins they repent of them and ask 
God’s help to not do them again in the future.  It is so very important that I say these things to 
you so that you know what it means to be born again and what happens to people who are not 
and who continue to rebel against the Lord.  Let’s listen to Solomon regarding the future of 
those people and then we will listen to Paul and John in the New Testament to hear what they 
have to say about these people’s future.  Solomon first. 
 

the name of the wicked will rot Proverbs 10:7 
 
a babbling fool will come to ruin. Prov. 10:8 
 
When the wicked dies, his hope will perish (Proverbs 11:7 ESV) 
 
There is severe discipline for him who forsakes the way; whoever hates reproof will die. 
(Proverbs 15:10 ESV) 
 
What the wicked dreads will come upon him Proverbs 10:24 
 
he who pursues evil will die. (Proverbs 11:19 ESV) 
 
the wicked will not dwell in the land. Prov. 10:30 
 

 The land is an Old Testament symbol for living in Christ and being saved. A person 
therefore cannot be wicked and still be a Christian because Christ cannot be joined together in 
Spirit with a wicked person. And, a wicked person does not want to be joined together with 
Christ. Why would they?  Wicked people love to hurt other people. They love to lie, and cause 
pain whenever they can. So why would they want to live in heaven with God the Father, Jesus 
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the Son, and the Holy Spirit where nothing but love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness 
exist. They would not be happy in that environment now would they?  So God literally gives 
wicked people exactly what they want, an eternity apart from Him.   

 
 Here is more about the future of the wicked through the words of the Apostle Paul. 
 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10 ESV) 
 
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8 ESV) 
 

 We’ve heard enough about unregenerate people and their desired future. Now let me 
share with you from Solomon what regenerate people look like, act like and what their future 
will be like. 
 

The fear of the LORD prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be short. The hope 
of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will perish. The way of 
the LORD is a stronghold to the blameless, but destruction to evildoers. The righteous 
will never be removed, Proverbs 10:27 ff 
 
those of blameless ways are his delight Proverbs 11:20 
 
Those who devise good meet steadfast love and faithfulness. (Proverbs 14:22 ESV) 
 
the righteous finds refuge in his death. (Proverbs 14:32 ESV) 
 
he (God) hears the prayer of the righteous. (Proverbs 15:29 ESV) 
 
the desire of the righteous will be granted. When the tempest passes, the wicked is no 
more, but the righteous is established forever. (Proverbs 10:24-25 ESV) 
 
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous 
destroys them. Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers 
from death. The righteousness of the blameless keeps his way straight, but the wicked 
falls by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the 
treacherous are taken captive by their lust. (Proverbs 11:3-6 ESV) 
 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise. If the 
righteous is repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner! (Proverbs 
11:30-31 ESV) 
 
No ill befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble. (Proverbs 12:21 ESV) 
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 This does not mean that born again people don’t get sick. It means that evil things 
outside of God’s control will never touch a righteous person. Romans 8:28 will explain this to 
you as well. 
 

The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the wicked will be put out. 
(Proverbs 13:9 ESV) 
 
Wow. This verse says that a righteous person’s children and grandchildren will be happy. 

They will be happy because they have been given a rich heritage of moral principles that have 
kept their lives from sadness and broken homes and orphaned children, along with bankruptcy, 
poverty, STD’s and aimless lives. The word light and lamp in Scripture is a metaphor for a 
person’s family and descendants. This is one of your rewards for loving Jesus more than wealth 
or pleasures or a sinful lifestyle. 

 
The backslider in heart will be filled with the fruit of his ways, and a good man will be 
filled with the fruit of his ways. (Proverbs 14:14 ESV) 
 

 Backsliding does not mean a person who leaves his Christian faith and returns to drugs 
and sex and profanity and murderous hatred.  It refers to a person who is losing their love for 
Jesus and who is forgetting the huge cost he paid for their forgiveness.  This drift will cause a 
person to become cold toward spiritual things. They will pray less, sing worship songs less 
enthusiastically because they don’t care anymore.  When Israel drifted from God he sent 
leanness to their souls and foreign nations to steal from them and make them slaves. A person 
who loses their passion for God today will suffer from unanswered prayers, unexpected bills, 
broken friendships, and broken engagements.  Keep your heart enthusiastically passionate 
about Jesus. Never lose your love for him, ever. 
 

In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and his children will have a refuge. 
The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of 
death. (Proverbs 14:26-27 ESV) 
 

 Remember David and Goliath? David had zero fear of a 9 foot tall giant because he 
feared the Lord.  If you fear God more than you fear man, or friends, or tests, or circumstances, 
you too will have strong confidence.  Nothing will shake you.  You will be the MAN. Or the 
woMAN. The promise is that all God’s righteous children will have a refuge in him. Total safety 
in this life, which interpreted means no danger apart from His will, and eternal life in heaven 
forever. 
 
 That’s what this verse says as well: 
 

The path of life leads upward for the prudent, that he may turn away from Sheol (hell) 
beneath. (Proverbs 15:24 ESV) 

 
    In the end, there are only two destinations, heaven or hell. The wise and righteous 
person is on his way to heaven and will not take any detours to hell along the way.  He will never 
experience a minute in hell, or purgatory or anything like it.  The wicked person or non-born-
again person will spend their eternity there.  You children are wise, but are you saved?  Being 
born again is not a matter of having good morals, going to church, praying a prayer at AWANA 
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1. Out of the Heart. . . What Does It Mean to Be “Born Again”? 
2. What Do Born Again People Look Like? 
3. What Do Unregenerate People Look Like? 
4. What Will Happen and be the Future for Born Again People? 
5. What Will Happen and Be the Future for Unregenerate People? 

 
 

 


