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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction:  The difference between building churches and building the CHURCH. On this 

rock I will build my church” Matthew 16:18  

Context  

Exegesis   

Main point: The Master’s only plan for building His Church (Kingdom) is to train disciples to 

train more disciples who will train more disciples. 

1. There was no way Christ could minister to everyone, the crowds were too large and 

demanding. So, he had to multiply himself by making disciples. 

 Matthew 28:19–20  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” (ESV) 

2. It was Christ’s reputation of being a healer, and deliverer that attracted the crowds.  

 Should the gospel preached in our churches today have the same drawing 

power?  Can the gospel deliver from demonic oppression? Can the gospel 

provide power to overcome addictions? Can the gospel take away guilt and 

shame? Are people looking for these miracles?  

3. It was Christ’s demeanor of grace and love that pleased the Father and wooed hearts to 

himself. 

 “Behold my Servant whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom my soul 

delighted! My Spirit will I put upon him, and justice will he make known to 

the nations.  

 He will not contend nor be clamorous, nor will any in the streets hear his voice. A 

bruised reed will he not break, and a smoldering wick will he not quench,  

 And so should the church imitate Christ in its love for others. After a sermon 

many years ago, when I said “It is our mission to reach the broken, wounded, 



addicted, the hurting” a member came up to me in private and said basically 

“Not in my church! I know those kind and I want nothing to do with them.”  

4. The selection of the twelve apostles was not automatic. Jesus did not have a pre-

ordained list from heaven in his hand before he came to earth. He had to hear from the 

Father.   

 Why not John the Baptist? Why Peter? This was an all-night discussion.   

 By morning, the Father and Son had the list finalized including one pre-known 

betrayer! 

5. It would be foolish for us to say we need less prayer than Jesus when making important 

decisions. It is possible to spend all night in prayer. It is possible to hear from the Lord 

regarding your decision. He does talk to us! Other times, wait for clear indicators of his 

direction or even for what has been called fleeces. Listen to others who are wiser, God 

can speak to them, but most importantly make decision based on the WORD. 

 The disciples learned the importance of being unhindered in their prayer life 

from Jesus: Acts 6:4  But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 

of the word.” (ESV) 

 

6. Out of a group of many disciples, Jesus picked twelve to become Apostles. The others 

were dismissed to carry on as fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  

 

 Why twelve?  To carry on a continuity from Old Covenant to New, there being 12 

tribes, now twelve apostles. The elders of the tribes had great authority, the 

Apostles had more. 

o Revelation 21:12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the 

gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of 

the sons of Israel were inscribed— (ESV) 

o Revelation 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 

them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. (ESV)   

 These 12 minus Judas plus Paul became the foundation stones for the Church.  

Ephesians 2:19–22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 

cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a 

holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling 

place for God by the Spirit. (ESV)     

   An Apostle of Christ (Capital A) had authority to write Scripture: 2 Peter 3:2 

“that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the 

commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles,” (ESV)  

 And later to judge the Twelve tribes of Israel: Matthew 19:28 Jesus said to them, 

“Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his 



glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (ESV) 

 

7. Those 12 are the only authorized Apostles to speak for Jesus. All others who claim that 

title and power are frauds. 

 

8. The future of the church and your salvation rested on the faithfulness of the twelve 

Apostles. There was no Plan B. This shows God’s sovereignty and His wisdom. There is 

no better means of multiplication other than making disciples (the Communists have 

known this for years). And since these men were average and not from among the elite 

we gain encouragement that God can use flawed people like us. 

 

Application 

o Not all Christians are Apostles, but all Christians are disciples.  They may be obedient 

disciples or disobedient in their reproduction but their calling and mission is the same.  

   


