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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction:  My furious anger with Will Beaumont demanding he alone could play the organ 

when our substitute organist’s husband just passed away and she wanted to play for his 

funeral. 

Context  

Exegesis   

Main point: True Christianity displays empathetic compassion and will do whatever is necessary 

to relieve the suffering of those in pain even if it means offending self-righteous opponents. 

1. The Pharisees saw the poor, the diseased, the blind, the demoniacs, the prostitutes as 

responsible for their plight, and not as victims, therefore they were unsympathetic to lift 

a finger to aid in their welfare. If they had obeyed God, then they wouldn’t be poor, 

diseased, blind, or morally promiscuous. 

 Today’s Christians can often have the same hardened attitude towards those 

that have let sin destroy their lives, whether it be AIDS sufferers, or marriages 

that have been destroyed through adultery, or smokers having lung cancer, or 

obese people suffering from diabetes. 

 Does it really matter how a person became a sufferer? Does it really matter if 

they caused the suffering or if they didn’t? 

 Our response is to show compassion to all who are the victims of sin in their lives 

whether their own or another’s or Adam’s. 

 But, it is not our responsibility to take upon ourselves and own the sin of others 

in a misguided attempt to show compassion to groups or individuals who have 

suffered at the hands of others. 

o The Social Justice cause is sweeping through our evangelical churches and 

famous pastors and leaders are taking up the cause of Black Lives Matter 

and kneelers like Colin Kaepernick, sating we need to apologize for the 

suffering their race has endured. 



o That is not biblical.  Here is a portion of what I have signed in the 

Statement on Social Justice and the Gospel.  

o And, how black is black? If a person is 50% black and 50% white do they 

deserve half an apology? If I am 50% Caucasian and 50% American Indian 

does that allow me to only be 50% responsible and 50% a victim waiting 

for an apology?  Total nonsense. 

 

2. Jesus was furious that their (the Pharisees) prideful self-righteousness caused them to 

ignore this man’s plight and his need to earn a living and feed his family.  

 If we want to imitate Jesus, it is permissible to be angry with those showing 

callous disregard for the welfare of others or even blatant racial hostility (like 

what happened to our friend Cortez on Hawthorne Street and Dan Nokovich 

defended him). 

 But, our anger must be tempered by the fact that we are conscious of our own 

failings and times we have done the same to others. Ephesians 4:26. 

 So, be angry, but realize that the anger of man does not accomplish the 

righteousness of God. James 1:20. 

o If the injustice is corporate or governmental speak out and let the 

injustice be known.  (By the way why did Nike put Colin Kaepernick as the 

face of their advertising campaign?  Because Nikes shoes are made in 

China by Chinese manufacturers who use North Korean slave labor for 

the fabrics and components. Same is true for Levi Strauss. If the 

administrations tariffs go through against Chinese imports Nike and Levi 

Strauss stand to lose billions of dollars. So, I am speaking out against 

corporate injustice). 

o If the injustice is from an individual, then a different approach might be 

wise, something like gently telling that person what if might feel like to 

them if the tables were turned. You want to win a hearing not continue 

the injustice. 

 

3. The Pharisees responded with fury as well and began a plot to kill Jesus, because Jesus 

was a threat to their esteem and stature among the people.  

 This means that you and I need to be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to 

anger if we do not want to make the same mistake they did. James 1:19 

o For example – When you hear a doctrine that goes against what you have 

been taught, do you immediately react with anger (as many do)? Why? Is 

it because the truth may destroy the respect you have for those that 

taught you? Is it because it is hard to admit you have been wrong all 

these years?  Examples: Arminian theology vs. Reformed or Calvinist 

theology. Pre-Tribulation vs. Mid, Post or Pre-Wrath Tribulation. Or 



Cessationist views regarding the miraculous gifts of the Spirit vs. 

Continuationists views, or church governance by elder/congregation rule 

vs. Boards and committees.  

 

 The reaction of the Pharisees to Jesus is nearly identical to church fights when a 

pastor comes in and brings needed and biblical change to a church and the 

firestorm that erupts is all because people’s esteem, power, and control are 

threatened. 

 

4. The hardness of the Pharisees hearts prevented them from being healed themselves. 

They needed spiritual healing from the guilt of their pride, lust for money, and every 

other sin you have committed and kept hidden. What an eternal loss!! All of our hearts 

are hardened before coming to Christ in salvation. It is only God who can soften them.  

But, if you desire to be forgiven, and desire to live in heaven for eternity, then pray to 

God that he will give you a heart of repentance. 

   

5. The man with the withered hand was probably embarrassed to be made to come front 

and center. After all, according to logic of the day, he caused his hand to be withered 

somehow by being cursed by God.  

 What would have happened if the man was so embarrassed that he left the 

synagogue and ran home?  He would never have been healed.  This means that 

whatever embarrassing situation in our life is kept hidden and unsprayed for, will 

go on being un-prayed for and possibly unhealed. 


