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Chapter Nine 
Sermon #9 

October 26, 2014 
 

Money Matters 
Part Two 

 
The blessing of the LORD makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it. (Proverbs 10:22 ESV) 

 
 Aren’t ATM’s wonderful?  Just stick a plastic card inside those machines and out spits 
twenty dollar bills, as many as you want up to $200 today and $200 tomorrow. Free money at 
the touch of a button! Oh wait now I’m referring to the Federal Reserve. Only their $200 a day is 
more like 2 billion dollars a day of free money.  They just print it up on their printing presses and 
stack it on pallets and send it to banks on loan so that banks can charge you interest on your 
home loan and with that interest plus your principal they pay back the Federal Reserve with 
your hard earned money.  Sounds like a great scam doesn’t it?  It is.  Once our federal 
government got off the gold standard in the Nixon years our currency has been inflating at a 
rapid pace so that what once cost 25 cents per gallon, now costs $3 per gallon. I’m talking 
gasoline here, but gasoline is not the only commodity that has gone up in price, everything has, 
from bread to bananas. 
 
 At age ten that might not mean a lot to you since your mom and dad pay for most 
everything you consume including groceries, clothing, heat for the house and the house itself. 
All of that cost a lot more today than it did when you were born and it will cost a lot more by the 
time you start a family. My first house cost me $35,000 in 1977, but your great grandpa’s house 
cost him only $11,000 back in 1950. That means that similar houses tripled in cost in 25 years 
and at that rate your mom and dad’s house should be worth about a million by the time you get 
out of college! Will you have a million dollars to buy their house or one similar to theirs when 
you graduate? What kind of salary will you be making when you are ready to buy a million dollar 
home?  Will it be enough? If not, will you be living with your mom and dad like many college 
grads are doing today until they are in their mid-thirties?  
 
 What? You don’t want to live at home forever? Many young adults don’t have a choice. 
Because of poor planning and foolishly spending their money, they failed to launch. There’s a 
movie by that name that says it all. You can rent it under the title “Failure to Launch”.  But that 
is not going to be you guys because you are learning from Solomon how to wisely handle your 
money and today (in this chapter) we are going to learn all about investing, borrowing, saving, 
earning, and avoiding the pitfalls of financial hazards.   Let’s get started. 
 
 Did you read the verse at the top of the page?  It says “The blessing of the LORD makes 
rich, and he adds no sorrow with it”. (Proverbs 10:22 ESV).  Solomon says that God wants His 
children who love him and want to please Him to have more than enough money to take care of 
their needs with lots left over so that they can give it away generously to others who have 
greater needs than they do.  But, the key is this, a person must love God more than they love 
money.  A person who loves or idolizes money will be a person who is filled with worry about 
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keeping it safe and not losing it to thieves.  Or they are filled with greed and with greed comes a 
careless attitude toward people so much so that people become objects to make wealth, not 
persons who are to be loved. The person who loves money is filled with pride once they have it 
thinking that they and they alone were the sole agents of their wealth accumulation instead of 
giving God the glory and credit. So people who love money are fearful, greedy, hoarders, 
uncaring and prideful. The Apostle Paul warned us not to become like these people when he 
said:  

 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. (1 Timothy 
6:9-10 ESV)  
 

 This leads mem to Principle # 3 of Solomon’s Wealth Building System: 
 
3. A wise person loves God more than he loves money. 
 
 The Bible speaks of the idolatry of money. Idolatry is thinking that some thing other 
than God is able to do what only God can do. Only God is truly able to provide for our safety, or 
our ultimate pleasure and joy and when we begin to think that money can do that better than 
God we have just made money our God. Listen to what Solomon says about that: 
 

Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. When your eyes light on 
it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven. 
(Proverbs 23:4-5 ESV) 
 

 Jesus was just as clear about this matter. He said: 
 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money. (Matthew 6:24 ESV) 
 

 How do you know when you are serving money instead of God? It’s not always simple 
and it is not always black and white but let me help you with an illustration.  If your boss says to 
you: “I know you told me you don’t want to work on Sundays since you go to church and 
worship but if you will make an exception just this once I’ll pay you double time pay if you’ll 
cover for Joseph. Doesn’t your church have Saturday night services anyway?”  If you struggle 
with that and decide to do it because the extra pay is tempting then I’d say money won out. But 
if you say yes because Joseph had to visit his ailing grandmother, then I would say God won out 
and blessed you with double time pay. You see, God is not a legalist. If it’s a choice about 
helping and loving a neighbor versus going to church and missing one Sunday, I think God 
prefers you help out the neighbor and let them know you did it because you love Jesus. You’ll 
know if money is your idol if: 1) you negotiate with your parents to the point of irritation to do 
an extra job, or 2) if you refuse to volunteer your time for neighborhood clean-up day because 
you could spend that time babysitting or delivering papers, or 3) you have a hard time giving 
your tithe or 4) you spend half of what you budgeted on your sisters/brothers birthday gift 
because you wanted to keep the other half for your next video game. These are just a few of the 
ways we show we love money more than we love God. 
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Are you ready for Principle # 4 of Solomon’s Wealth Building System?  Here it is: 
 
4.  A wise person will be a lender and not a borrower. 
 
 Listen to these words from Solomon: 
 

The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender. (Proverbs 
22:7 ESV) 

 
 Do you know what a slave is?  It is a person who can’t do what they want to because 
someone else is telling them what to do and they have to do it. A person who borrows money 
from a friend is obligated to pay it back, on time.  If you don’t pay it back when they tell you to, 
they can say, “All right, if you don’t go with me to the store and steal an I-pad off the shelf, I’ll 
tell all your friends that you are a leech and deadbeat. Plus instead of the $20 you borrowed, it’s 
now $40 I expect you to pay back”.  The fee for borrowing the twenty was another twenty, 
that’s called extortion or usury.  Normally a 10% annual rate of interest would only cost you 
another $2 a year for borrowing the twenty, or just 16 cents a month.  But you didn’t agree to 
the terms of the loan ahead of time so it’s whatever your lender decides he can squeeze out of 
you.  Now do you feel like a slave?  The crime mob has what are called loan sharks who will 
charge you the double every month amount we just mentioned above, and right below loan 
sharks are the corner payday loan shops that will give you an advance on your paycheck for a 
gazillion percent interest.    
 
 Let’s look at more verses about borrowing: 
 

Whoever loves pleasure will be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not be rich. 
(Proverbs 21:17 ESV)  
 

 The reason people have to borrow is because they can’t say “No”.  They like to eat out a 
lot and they like the newest toys or newest technologies.  Better to have a dumb phone you can 
afford than a smart phone you can’t.  So what this verse is really talking about is self-control and 
the power of budgeting.  I mentioned before that you need to take 10% off the top of what you 
earn to give to the Lord, but budgeting means controlling the other 90% with just as much 
devotion. Budgets can get pretty sophisticated but for now let me just give you the 10-10-10 
rule. When you are making $100,000 a year you should be giving the Lord at least 10,000 a year 
and you should be saving for your later years another 10,000 and then you should be setting 
aside another 10,000 for emergencies until you have an emergency fund fully funded.  That 
means that you need to say “No” to the realtor who says that with your income you can afford a 
$350,000 house with $3500 a month payments. No you can’t. At the very most you can only 
afford $1700 because that would be about 30% of your 70% we just said you need to live on. 
Your parents are very familiar with Dave Ramsey and I hear he has a course just for people your 
age.  He’s a wizard when it comes to finances, but everything he learned he learned from the 
greatest financial wizard of all, which is Solomon. So let’s learn more from the expert. 
 
5. A wise person will not use his good credit to co-sign a note for a dead-beat borrower. 
 
 This point is related to the one above because even though technically you are not the 
one borrowing money the bank or the lender doesn’t care. They don’t care who is the spender, 
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they only care about who it is who will pay them back.  So it is very unwise to put your good 
name on a mortgage to guarantee to the bank that you will pay them back if your friend, who 
won’t be your friend after he welches on the deal, fails to pay his payments on time.  Best to say 
“No” right from the start and if you have it to give, offer to give your friend some cash to help 
him get over a hurdle, but don’t promise to pay his loan back. That’s just dumb.  This is almost a 
universal rule to follow but there are exceptions.  If you know the character of the person who is 
in need, and you can afford to pay it back yourself, and you hear the Holy Spirit encourage you 
to do because you know it will be O.K. in the long run, then it is not wrong to co-sign.  But, those 
conditions I just mentioned are rare. Watch yourself, or you will get taken. 
 
 Here is Solomon’s advice on this subject: 
 

My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have given your pledge for a 
stranger, if you are snared in the words of your mouth, caught in the words of your 
mouth, then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have come into the hand of 
your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor. Give your eyes no 
sleep and your eyelids no slumber; save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the 
hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler. (Proverbs 6:1-5 ESV) 
 
Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm, but he who hates 
striking hands (like shaking hands today) in pledge is secure. (Proverbs 11:15 ESV)   
 
Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up security for debts. If you have 
nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be taken from under you? (Proverbs 
22:26-27 ESV)    
 
One who lacks sense gives a pledge and puts up security in the presence of his 
neighbor. (Proverbs 17:18 ESV) 
 

 This last verse tells us how stupid it is to vouch for a neighbor and co-sign a note for him 
just because you want to impress someone. If your neighbor has poor credit, don’t risk your 
good credit to appear wealthier than you are, or to impress anyone.  You will get burned. 
 
6. A wise person plans ahead for catastrophes. 
 
 Some Christians claim that it is a lack of faith to purchase insurance because God has 
promised to take care of us and we don’t need life insurance or health insurance.  Solomon 
would disagree.  Listen to his instructions about planning ahead: 
 

The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it. 
(Proverbs 22:3 and 27:12 ESV) 
 
We do not know if it is in God’s plan that we should never become terribly ill or that we 

should never suffer an untimely death or that we will experience these hardships. Either of 
these would cause tremendous financial hardship on your family if they happened.  Godly men 
take out life insurance for their spouses in case they should, God forbid, lose their life 
unexpectedly.  Don’t think that just because you are in your twenties in a few years, you don’t 
need to think about the unthinkable.  You do.  A pastor friend of mine with a young wife and 
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small children suffered a life-ending heart attack when he was 27! He left his family totally 
destitute. How much life insurance is enough? That’s relative depending on how much you 
make but a general rule is you need more when you are young and have nothing and less when 
you are older and your estate has grown. Another general rule is you should have approximately 
10 times your yearly salary in life insurance, hoping that your spouse could live on earnings of 5-
10% per year and keep the principal as intact as possible.  
 
7. A wise person invests for the future and spends capital on equipment that will bring a 
greater return on investment. 
 
 You are not too young to think about investments.  I hope to teach you early and learn 
from my mistakes.  I wish I had someone earlier in my life giving me solid advice about investing 
before I made the mistakes I made.  So listen up.  Rule number 1- If it sounds too good to be 
true, it is too good to be true.  Anyone promising you a chance to double your money every year 
is scamming you.  The brochures sound like a sure thing and all the testimonials are amazing. 
Person after person with no last names tell you how they tripled their savings in 3 months by 
following this gurus advice.  Do not, I repeat, do not buy their system, or their formulas.  All of 
these are get-rich quick schemes that are very, very, tempting, but you will lose money. So, 
unless you are one out of a million that can predict commodity futures, or know the direction of 
a stock for sure to trade in options, stay away, a million miles away before you lose your million.  
As Solomon says in the next verse, it is possible to make a lot of money in a very short period of 
time, but you can also lose that same amount of money or more in even less time. 
 

Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it. 
(Proverbs 13:11 ESV) 
 
The investment principle here is to set aside a little money each month, like the 10% I 

mentioned earlier and watch it grow over time.  Where to invest is coming up. Hold on. Some 
more advice from Solomon about getting rich quick: 

 
Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows 

worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty. A faithful man will abound with 
blessings, but whoever hastens to be rich will not go unpunished. (Proverbs 28:19-20 
ESV) 

 
8. A wise person invests in enterprises that are likely to grow over time. 
 
 I know you are not financial wizards at your age and you are probably struggling to get 
through this chapter (sermon) because the content is probably supremely boring to you.  That’s 
O.K. I want you to read it now so you know it’s here and you can refer to it later when you need 
to.  But, someday, you will have money to invest and you will go looking for places to invest it in. 
Solomon has wise advice regarding this as well.  The first and last principle of investing is this: 
 

Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your herds, (Proverbs 
27:23 ESV) 
 

 In Solomon’s day, a man’s wealth was usually tied up in his flocks of sheep.  This was 
more than his livelihood, it was also his estate that he would pass along to his children. If his 



6 

 

sheep or goats were healthy, they would grow and reproduce and create more sheep and goats. 
More healthy sheep and goats meant more food to sell to neighbors, more wool to shear and 
make wool sweaters and tunics. More healthy goats meant more goat milk to sell and consume. 
Sick sheep and goats tend to die and infect other sheep and goats so it is the wise farmer back 
then to keep a daily watch over his flock and to look for diseases, parasites, poor nutrition, and 
predators.  How does any of this relate to modern day investing? Of course you were about to 
ask that question weren’t you?  We no longer live in an agrarian society and unless you are a 
farmer none of what I just said makes any sense. Patience my loved ones, patience.  Today’s 
equivalent to yesterday’s flocks is businesses or companies.  Let me break them down into two 
categories. First there are businesses you may own yourself, especially if you are an 
entrepreneur or a mother engaging in a home business like flipping houses.  Secondly there are 
businesses that you can buy a share of through stocks. Either way the principles above of 
knowing well the condition of your flocks applies.  It would be foolish for any of you to start a 
business without knowing how businesses are run and what makes them profitable. Similarly it 
would be foolish to buy stock in a company without researching it to know that its owners are 
practicing prudent business practices.  
 
 Now, let’s get practical.  Using Solomon’s advice above, how stupid would it be for a 
farmer to buy sheep from another farmer for twice what the sheep are worth? No, if he’s good 
at farming and husbandry, he will buy those sheep at a fair price or even less depending on what 
the seller is asking and needing to sell. He will also inspect the sheep he is buying to make sure 
they are healthy enough to grow and reproduce. Then he will look at his own pastures and see if 
he has enough pasture land to support the sheep he is buying and he is also going to consider if 
there will be a market for those sheep once he decided to turn sheep into mutton. In other 
words, he looks at all the variables before he jumps in and spends his last dollar on this herd.  
The same is true for the wise investor today and currently as I write this it is even more critical 
that an investor be very wise about where he puts his money, since the stock market is stalled at 
no growth and savings account interests rates are a staggering .5% or 1 % depending on a 
person’s balance.  At 3-4% standard of living inflation rate, a person will be getting 3% poorer by 
keeping his money in the bank and 4% poorer by investing in mutual funds that are not growing 
at all.  So what should a modern day investor do? I suggest finding an advisor who has the time 
if you don’t, to research stocks that are below cost to buy. In other words, all things being equal 
this means that a company’s stock price, based on its earnings, should be $20 a share, but for 
some strange reason it is selling for $10 a share. If everything else looks good and it is managed 
well, and it has lots of money in the bank like a rainy day fund, and the product is always in 
demand or soon will be, buy the stock at $10.  It is very likely that the stock will go up in price 
soon, as soon as the rest of the public finds out it is a good deal.    If you use this Solomonic 
system, you should see your earnings grow 15-20% per year, that is if you are willing to wait and 
be patient. Many times it will take 18 months for a company to attain a stock price it deserves. 
 
 The same advice goes for investing in real estate. Houses can also be a very good 
investment, since people will always need a place to live. Look for houses that are way 
undervalued, perhaps because they are ugly and buyers are repulsed by what they see, but you 
know that the foundation is solid, the walls are straight and true, the carpeting can be replaced 
and the pink daisies on the wall can be painted over. You would know if you buy and sell houses 
that this ugly house could sell for $150,000 if it were fixed up, and for only $85,000 purchase 
price plus $20,000 worth of cosmetic improvements you could net $45,000 in just a few months. 
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Wow, that’s better than the 15% profit in stocks over a year’s time, but both will work for you if 
you do your homework and invest wisely. 
 
 Everyone wishes they had invested in Apple or Microsoft when no one knew anything 
about Apple or Microsoft.  But that’s just daydreaming. Forget about finding the next Apple or 
Facebook. If you do go looking for them, you are violating Solomon’s instructions about not 
trying to get rich quick. It’s a waste of time. 
 
 One more piece of advice about investing.  The farmer in Solomon’s proverb didn’t have 
just one sheep. He had a flock.  If he had just one sheep and that sheep died, well good bye 
investment.  Look for the value stocks I mentioned above and spread you money over several of 
them. 
 
 If you are entrepreneurial, which I hope to a degree all of you are, here is another verse 
for you:  
 

Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but abundant crops come by the 
strength of the ox. (Proverbs 14:4 ESV)    
 

 This verse is talking about the importance of capital and of using it to purchase 
machinery or equipment that will exponentially increase your productivity. Back in Solomon’s 
day and for most of the world today, people live in a subsistence way from hand to mouth so to 
speak trying to eek out enough from their garden or plot of ground to feed themselves and their 
starving family. Never will these people ever have a surplus with this system. But, if they could 
set aside just a little every month of their meager crops and sell them to others going a little 
hungry themselves in the meantime, eventually they could have enough cash to purchase an ox 
that would be able to plow their fields and with that extra horsepower or bull power, they could 
increase their yields ten-fold.  Now instead of just barely having enough to live on, they will have 
lots more to sell, and eventually they will be able to buy another ox , then they will have double 
the ox power plowing their fields and soon they will be able to buy their neighbor’s field and 
more oxen. Can you see where this is going? Entrepeneurs start out small, they sacrifice time 
and energy to make their donuts out of their home kitchen, but soon they have enough money 
to buy a donut maker machine that can make them ten times faster and soon they will have to 
move out of the garage to a rented space where more donut maker machines can work making 
more donuts for more customers and sales will skyrocket.  I bet you didn’t know all that was in 
that little verse did you? 
 
 Here are a few more principles of business that will help your business, be it your own 
or one you own shares in, to grow. 
 
 Solomon speaks about the ethics of business, and about practicing fair business 
practices.  In short, he says that cheating and bribery may get you ahead in the short run, but 
eventually you will get caught and your reputation will be so badly damaged that people will no 
longer want to do business with you.  Here is what he says: 
 

Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, but righteousness delivers from death. 
The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the craving of the 
wicked. (Proverbs 10:2-3 ESV) 
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The wicked earns deceptive wages, but one who sows righteousness gets a sure 
reward. (Proverbs 11:18 ESV) 
 
A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight. 
(Proverbs 11:1 ESV) 
 
A just balance and scales are the LORD's; all the weights in the bag are his work. 
(Proverbs 16:11 ESV) 
 
A bribe is like a magic stone in the eyes of the one who gives it; wherever he turns he 
prospers. (Proverbs 17:8 ESV) 
 

 One final word about working, investing and accumulating.  It is a sin to make money 
your god and idolize it, which is why many men become workaholics.  It is not unusual to see 
businessmen spend 70-80 hours a week striving to get ahead. Some of them never take a 
vacation at all.  Unfortunately, they are not listening to their bodies and are in danger of burn-
out. God knew all about this condition. That is why he set aside one day a week for rest and 
additional 4-5 times a year for vacation to get away, relax, celebrate and recuperate.  Here is 
one famous passage about vacationing in the Old Testament:   
 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And 
before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell 
there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the 
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. 
And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when 
the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which 
the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money 
and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God 
chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or 
strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before 
the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. (Deuteronomy 14:22-29) 

 
 It’s all about balance. God made us with precision skill to work efficiently and 
energetically but that work must stop and take a break in order to continue the way God 
intended. Listen to your body and your Maker. Respect your limitations, and find the proper 
balance between laziness and workaholism.  You will be blessed if you do. 

 
 
 


