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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction:  Jim Peterson at GA being moved to tears talking about his granddaughters who 

were seriously injured in an ATV 4-wheeler accident and then how the power of prayer saved 

his wife’s life from a brain aneurysm.  He gave all the glory to God with tears in his eyes yet 

someone listening in to our conversation might say, it was just coincidence. The daughters 

would recover and the surgeons would get the aneurysm fixed with or without prayer. What 

makes one man give all the glory to God and another give no glory to God?  

Context  

Exegesis   

Main point: Prideful skeptics and dishonest doubters have no one to blame but themselves on 

Judgment Day when they come face to face with the Almighty because God through Christ has 

given them all the evidence necessary for genuine faith but they refused to believe. 

1. The contingent of organized, religious, elite investigators received the same information 

as the crowds. In other words, God could not be more impartial in giving people 

opportunities to believe.     

 All people struggle with pride, but the educated elite struggle more. It took a 

Damascus road experience to convert the Apostle Paul. 

 He fought with the spiritually proud Judaizers in every church he planted, 

especially the Galatian churches and Phillippi. 

2. Humble people, like the paralytic and his friends, sense they have nothing to lose and 

are willing to take risks such as believing in Christ and trusting him. 

3. Many people are trapped in their own intellectual “boxes” and cannot think or imagine 

anything outside of those boxes. The Pharisees were right in thinking only God can 

forgive sins but were wrong in thinking God could not possibly also be a man.  

4. It is wrong to assume that we can forgive sins unilaterally like Jesus (Catholics teach that 

priests can absolve others of sins like Jesus did). See John 20:23 and explanation. 

5. Each of us have a role in bringing our friends to Christ. What is that role might be 



different for different stages of coming to Christ. Explain 

6. The proper response to God’s healing graces is praise and thanksgiving, and it doesn’t 

need to be spectacular.  All healing is supernatural since God designed our bodies to 

heal there is no need to wait until something appears miraculous to give God the glory. 

Application 

How does this passage help me to love the Lord my God with all my heart, soul, mind and 

strength? 


