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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Is a spiritual encounter with the real Jesus essential for salvation? I mean can a 

person come logically to accept Christ as Lord and Savior rationally, say like signing a contract 

because it’s a win-win? Or does it require something substantially more, say the moving of the 

Holy Spirit upon a soul convincing them that they are encountering the real Jesus through the 

truth of God’s word in a way that can literally be called a “spiritual encounter”? Is it always a 

Damascus Road type experience that is somewhere on a scale of full drama and impact to small 

nudges but still a spiritual encounter?  Today we will share with you what Paul would call a 

Damascus Road experience only it was Peter’s Damascus Road experience on the shores of Lake 

Galilee.   

 Another way of looking at this is to ask the question, “What does it take to make a fully 

devoted follower of Jesus Christ?”  And if you think that there is a such a thing as a partially 

devoted follower of Jesus Christ then has that person who lives in such a way never had a 

spiritual experience that places them facedown in front of Jesus with a like-changing spiritual 

experience? 

Context  

Exegesis   

Main point: When Peter suddenly discovered the divinity of Christ and the fact he stood only 

inches away from God Himself, he had two choices, flee, or submit and surrender to Christ as 

Lord.  Genuine salvation is nothing less than a full surrender to Jesus Christ as Lord over every 

area of one’s life. 

Why did Peter conclude Jesus was the Son of God with this miracle? 

Answer: This was his profession. He was the expert. He knew this catch of fish was utterly 

impossible without God’s accomplishing it. All the other miracles might be impressive but only 

this one made Peter fully cognizant of Christ’s divinity.  

And how did Peter come to this realization? 



1. Peter was hearing the very words of God. Then it came to pass that, while the crowds 

were pressing about him to hear the word of God, 

 

2. He observed Christ’s omniscience. No one could know where those fish would be 

except God alone. In daylight? No way. Fish would be deeper than the nets could go. 

 

3. He observed Christ’s omnipotence. No one but God could muster that many fish into 

one spot.  This is against nature.   

 

4. He recognized his own sinful humanity and Christ’s holiness. “Depart from me, for I am 

a sinful man, Lord!” 

 

5. He recognized Christ’s mercy by comforting and accepting Peter into the mission of 

Kingdom building. “Fear not; you will henceforth catch men.” Zoe grwn catch alive 

 

Application 

1. Unless you too have had a facedown experience like Peter’s where he was willing to 

surrender all and leave all, you need to ask God to reveal himself to you so that you are 

humbled by his mercy and grace. 

 


