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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Looking at pictures of starving deformed children.  This symbolizes Satan’s 

intent to cause suffering, pain, torture and eventually death as the norm for humanity. 

Jesus came to invade that darkness and Christians have followed his example ever since. 

Here is The Christian Origin of hospitals. 

Gospel and its authenticity 

Context  

Exegesis   

Main point: The devil’s kingdom holds people in chains of addiction, disease, sin, and demonic 

control. Christ came to release people from his grip and give people everlasting freedom.  

1 John 3:8  Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning 

from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 

(ESV) 

1. The power of Satan to destroy lives through illness, demonic infestation, and spiritual 

deception (think Annanias and Saphira) is a) widespread, and b) powerful.  

 There is not an unsaved soul in your circle of relationships that is not under some 

measure of his controlling influence in their lives. 

 Even though not all illnesses are linked to Satan’s designs, some are. Job, 1 Cor. 

11, 1 John 5:16, James 5:13-16 (read) 

 Left to themselves, your friends are incapable of freeing themselves from his 

influence. 

2. Christ’s power to deliver from Satan’s bondage is a) universally available and b) greater 

than Satan’s. 

 This is reflected in the fact that all in Capernaum (every last household) came 

and then as the word spread throughout Galilee.  Let’s visit Romans 1:18-23; 

then Isaiah 65:1 and Jeremiah 29:13; Proverbs 8:17; Isaiah 55:6. 



 Christ’s power is greater than Satan’s power by an infinite degree of magnitude. 

1 John 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who 

is in you is greater than he who is in the world. (ESV)    

 

3. However, as vast as Christ’s power is over Satan, He, as the Son of God, needed to 

spend time with the Father in prayer to know when and how to use that power and to 

be spiritually renewed and refreshed. 2 And rising very early, a great while before the 

day, he went out 3 at dawn 2 and betook himself to a secluded place, and there prayed.   

 Our victory over sin and addictions cannot be achieved apart from constant 

fellowship with the Father through prayer.  

 

Application 

1. Christ has enlisted us in the mission for which he was sent from heaven.  2 Corinthians 

5:17-20.  What a joy it is to see people 1) reconciled to God and 2) released from their 

destructive addictions. To see alcoholics leave their booze, homosexuals find sexual 

healing, to see porn addicts leave their web sites and fall in love with their spouses and 

Jesus, to see marriages restored and children reconciled to parents, to see abuse driven 

out of a home and replaced with tenderness, . . .wow, nothing better. 

2. We don’t have to look far to find those in need, nor do we need to start new hospitals 

for healing, or initiate recovery ministries that use AA type techniques to break people’s 

addictions because our ministry of leading people to the power of the gospel in Jesus is 

sufficient.  

3.   We may not have to look far, but we at least need to look or open our eyes.  Here is 

our mission from  Isaiah 58:6–7 [6] “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds 

of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 

every yoke? [7] Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor 

into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from 

your own flesh? (ESV) 


