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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: The war at Northeastern Bible College in Essex Fells NJ.  Just one skirmish in an 

ongoing war against the forces of darkness and the forces of light.  History of that war goes 

back to the Garden of Eden. Major battles: Egyptian bondage and the Exodus, Assyrian invasion 

and dispersion, Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and Temple. The death of Jesus. But when 

was the strong man bound according to Matthew 12:29?  

Matthew 12:29 Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless 

he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. (ESV) 

It appears this happened when Jesus successfully resisted the temptations of Satan in the 

wilderness. Now the business of plundering and conquering begins until the final battle of 

Armageddon  

Context  

Exegesis   

Main Point: If God is going to establish a new theocratic kingdom on earth, He will have to do 

battle with an opposing kingdom ruled over by the Satan.  We are soldiers in that war. 

1. The location of the first skirmish was in a synagogue where Jesus was preaching and 

teaching with authority. 

 What was he teaching? Doesn’t say. But most likely it was passages like Isaiah 

2:1-4. He was not quoting another rabbi but stating clearly that this was what 

God meant when he said these things in the Bible. 

 This tells me that typically the worshipers were hearing only opinion taught not 

biblical absolutes.  That meant they could decide if they wanted to agree or 

disagree with the rabbi which meant obey or disobey the teachings. 

 John Calvin was criticized for teaching expositionally and clearly.  They didn’t like 

that he said, “Thus saith the Lord, and you are rebels if you disobey his word.” 

His response to his critics: “What! You want to be won over by sweetness? “You 

do? Then go teach God his lessons.” 



 What was this demonically controlled man doing in synagogue worship? He was 

attending like he always had and no one knew any better. 

 

2. The battle in this first skirmish was over ownership and territory. Will this man continue 

to be owned and controlled by Satan or Jesus?  No contest.   

 Jesus talks about this battle for kingdom control in Matthew 12:28  Matthew 

12:28–29 [28] But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you. [29] Or how can someone enter a strong 

man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then 

indeed he may plunder his house. (ESV) 

  

3. The confrontation was ignited by the preaching of truth. “Let us alone! What are doing 

to us, Jesus, you Nazarene? 

 The evil spirit(s) did not cry out until Jesus started preaching. Evidently they fear 

the truth – and their victims will find freedom if they listen to the truth. 

 

4. The demon knew that he and his cohorts of evil in the region where Jesus was 

ministering were all in jeopardy of being sent to 1) arid places (Matthew 12:43-45), or 2) 

the abyss (a place of torment) Matthew 8:29 and were fearful of this sentence.  Have 

you come to destroy us? 

 It appears that normally demons are not confined but are free to do their evil 

work in this world serving their lord, the Satan. 

 This meant that the darkness they were promoting was under siege and would 

soon lift with the light of Christ and his disciples. 

 

5. The demon attempted one last ploy to hurt Jesus and that was to proclaim him to be 

the Son of God.  I know you, who you are: the Holy One of God.” 

 Nothing ruins a good reputation faster than a known liar to vouch for you. Like a 

Mafioso testifying on behalf of a murderer saying he didn’t do it. 

 

6. Although demons do not love Jesus, nor willingly submit to him, they are still bound by 

his authority over them. “But Jesus rebuked it, saying, 2 “Be quiet, and come out of him.”  

   

7. Jesus could have instructed the demon to leave without a dramatic show but in this case 

it highlighted Christ’s power. Everyone knew a demon had been forced to leave. 

 

 This was important since Jesus intended to set more people free from the 

bondage of demonic control.   

Why is this story relevant to you? 



- We are under attack all the time by demonic forces and need to know how to fight back. 

We fight back with truth.  Ephesians 6:10–12 [10] Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 

the strength of his might. [11] Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. [12] For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (ESV) 

- Demonic possession is a misleading term. People are under attack in varying degrees of 

influence and control.  Ephesians 4:26–27  [26] Be angry and do not sin; do not let the 

sun go down on your anger, [27] and give no opportunity to the devil. (ESV) 

- Some of those people may be people you love and are close to you.  Any involvement 

with the occult: Ouija boards, séances, astrology, fortune telling will contaminate a 

person and they will be in need of cleansing. 

- If you sense you are under attack, command the demonic presence either singular or 

plural to leave by saying “In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, the son of God who rose 

from the dead I command whatever demon or demons who are attacking me right now 

from the highest in authority to the lowest to leave and go wherever Jesus tells you to 

go.”  

 

 

 


