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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Answer honestly to yourself: Do I look forward more to weekends and vacations 

than I do Monday mornings? If so, you are living without a purpose in life. People living without 

a purpose are like those people who feel the need to clean their house and so they go from 

room to room and pick up one thing, but see another project and they start that one and then 

they see another project and at the end of the day 10 projects got started but none finished. . . 

People who live knowing their purpose in life are energetic, happier, less distracted, and 

focused on goals that give meaning to their lives other than the mere accumulation of more 

toys and possessions that own you more than you own them. By the end of today’s message 

you should have the ability to formulate the sentence that you can use to start and end each 

day for the rest of your  lives, by saying; “My purpose today is ____________”.  

Context  

Exegesis   

Main Point: Jesus established a method of kingdom building that continues to this day. That 

method is called “Making Disciples”. 

1. After spending almost a year with John, Andrew, and Peter, (along with Philip and 

Nathaniel) Jesus commands them to leave their occupations and become full-time 

disciples.   

 That year of interaction made these disciples hungry for more. They saw the 

miracles performed. They heard Jesus tell the Samaritan woman that he was the 

Messiah.  

 Whatever it was they saw, they decided it was worth pursuing further full-time, 

enough to give up their occupations and profitable businesses.   

 Not all were commanded to become part of the twelve and give up their full-

time careers. But, if Jesus called you today to leave all, do you see the value of 

being a full time kingdom servant that you would be willing to leave all?  

 The call was not optional. Jesus did not say, “Now that you know me, would you 

like to leave your nets and profitable business and follow me to persecution, 



character assassination, poverty, and eventually martyrdom?”  

 

2. The call was a command to learn how to be fishers of men, (or how to make disciples). 

This would take some re-education. Dragging the nets for fish is not the same model for 

making disciples.  

 This meant imitating Jesus as he went about the work of making disciples. So, 

how did he do it? 

o Yes he preached to large crowds but did you see Jesus ever giving an 

invitation? No, he did preach repentance but it was no invitation, it was a 

command as always. 

o Disciple-making means one-on-one conversations and instructions. Woman at 

the well. Nicodemus. The five first disciples and then the twelve.  It was being 

“with” Jesus that disciples are made.  

o Later the disciples would follow this same pattern. Paul with Timothy and 

Titus. Barnabas with John Mark. Aquila and Priscilla with Apollos. Timothy 

discipling elders, elders teaching in their churches.  

 

3. The call was not to 1) build fancy church buildings, or 2) to hold massive rallies or 3) to 

attract large audiences with rock music or engaging drama productions, or 4) to have 

magic shows or beer tents or raffles.  

 My conversation with Tyler at Bremer. 

 The thoughts from Tozer and John MacArthur 

 To be honest our denomination is pushing pragmatism and liberalism and if you 

want documentation I can show it to you privately. 

 

4. Today, being a fisher of men means exactly the same thing as it did in Jesus’ day and the 

method has not changed.  Proclaim the gospel to as many as you can. See whom God is 

wooing. Lead them to repentance and faith just as Jesus did. 

 Do it daily with family. 

 Do it while shopping (you are not just shopping) 

 Do it at work. 

 Do it at the community groups and hobbie clubs. 

 Do it while eating out. 

 

Application 

1. This is everyone’s assignment. How can anyone say, it’s not for me? 

2. Want purpose in life. Wake up each morning and say my purpose today is . . . 

3. Share my email reminder.  


