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Chapter Seven 
Sermon #7 

October 12, 2014 
When Can I Kiss My Bride? 

God’s Eternal Wisdom Regarding Courtship,  
Marriage and Sexual Temptations 

 
(Philippians 1:9-11 ESV) 

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God.” 
 
 I attended a wedding a few years back, a wedding between a young man who grew up 
at First Baptist Church, now Cornerstone, and a young lady he met serving the Lord.  He made 
an unusual commitment to his bride-to-be.  The two of them wanted to be pure and blameless 
before God, like the verse above, and so they decided that while they courted in preparation for 
marriage that they would keep themselves sexually pure, totally.  In fact, they decided that the 
first kiss they would share would be on their wedding day! Everyone at the wedding was 
amazed at the degree of sexual purity they had committed themselves to, and when they finally 
did kiss in front of us all we could all sense the smile of God upon that whole ceremony, and His 
rich blessing and applause upon that moment in particular. 
 
 I know that at age 10, 11, or 12, (assuming that is how old you are when you start 
reading this book of wisdom) that you are most likely not interested in spending time with boys, 
(if you are a girl cousin reading this), or girls, (if you are a boy cousin reading this). We used to 
say when I was your age that girls had cooties and everyone knew that cooties were contagious 
just like germs but no one knew what cooties really were. Don’t worry, cooties was a made up 
word that meant nothing but was intended to describe the eeeeuuuu factor most boys feel for 
girls at your age and the yuck factor most girls feel for boys.  
 
 But soon, in a year or two, you will start noticing girls if you are a boy, and boys if you 
are a girl.  They won’t seem so weird to you anymore. In fact they will start looking kind of cute, 
and your grimaces will become giggles if you are girls and shyness if you are boys.  That’s all in 
God’s plan.  It’s called hormones and even though I have no intention of explaining them to you 
here (ask your mom and dad), they are what most of this chapter is all about. 
 
 King Solomon knew that his sons were reaching the age when they were starting to 
notice girls and he had a lot to say about the temptations that would soon face them. Those 
young men were princes and would someday be the leaders of Israel.  It was very important that 
these young men become honorable and noble men.  They would be looked up to wherever 
they went and if they were mean and disrespectful to girls, other young men would think it 
would be O.K. to be mean and disrespectful to girls.  If they could not control their physical 
desires for the opposite sex, other young men would think it is O.K. to let their desires run wild. 
Solomon knew that if his sons listened to temptations and refused to listen to God’s wise advice, 
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they would end up being very unhappy young men and they would lead many others astray.  So 
he warned them with these words: 
 

My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my understanding, that 
you may keep discretion, and your lips may guard knowledge. For the lips of a 
forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, but in the 
end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down 
to death; her steps follow the path to Sheol; she does not ponder the path of 
life; her ways wander, and she does not know it. (Proverbs 5:1-6 ESV)    

 

 I have similar expectations for all of you, that you will be leaders among your circle of 
friends.  I expect that other children will listen to you and do what you do just like Solomon’s 
sons were followed and listened to.  So if you will pay attention to what I and your parents are 
telling you about this extremely important subject, you will be able to do more than just save 
yourselves from a lot of heartache, you will save your friends from a lot of heartache as well. 
This is why I am asking you to listen and pay attention, and do what I am telling you to do just as 
Solomon was asking his sons to listen to him and do what he was telling them to do.  He asked 
them to keep discretion. Discretion means that a person makes wise decisions, decisions that 
will keep himself or herself from becoming embarrassed or feel ashamed. He also asked them to 
have their lips guard knowledge.  I think that is Solomon’s way of saying make sure that what 
comes out of your mouth is truth not fiction.  When a friend says, “hey, take a look at this web 
site, it won’t hurt you,” may you instead turn around and say with your lips, “If its porn it will 
hurt me and it will hurt you.”  That would be guarding knowledge with your lips.   
 
 I know that is what he means because in his day the temptations were similar, only then 
instead of an internet chat room the words came out of a woman’s mouth directly saying 
something like this, “My but you are handsome. I sure like how you protected me from that 
creepy _________ who tried to hit on me. I think you’re brave.  Would you like to come to my 
house and we can hang out together?” Her lips were not guarding knowledge.  Her lips were 
uttering lies in the form of flattery to get you to do things you do not want to do. 
 
 Listen to me.  Any girl that tries to flatter you boys to do something you are not 
comfortable doing, is leading you along down a path you will regret. Any boy who tries to guilt 
you girls into doing something you do not want to do is leading you down a path that you will 
regret.  Your body is sacred. It belongs to two people and one of them isn’t you.  The first person 
it belongs to is the Lord, and the second person it belongs to is your future spouse. Your job is to 
protect, as best you can, your body so that the Lord can use it for His purposes and keep it pure 
for your future spouse.   
 
 If anyone knew about physical temptations, it was King Solomon. He was the expert on 
the subject. Back then, kings were allowed to have more than one wife and since he was a rich 
king he had many wives, 700 to be exact, and another 300 concubines. Concubine is a name the 
Bible gives for a woman who lives in a king’s palace in what is normally called a harem but she 
doesn’t have the same legal rights as a wife does. Today we call these women a man’s mistress. 
My point is, Solomon had a real hard time saying “no” to temptations and instead of remaining 
pure like he should have, he excused his bad behavior by bringing lots of women into his palace 
to satisfy all his hormonal cravings. It may have been culturally allowed and even legal, but that 
didn’t make it right, or most importantly, it did not please God at all.  
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 Nevertheless, he knew all about the dangers of not controlling our passions with 
members of the opposite sex, and since he was the wisest person in the world he could observe 
what was happening to all the foolish people in his kingdom who could not control their own 
passions and the trouble they got into.  So, from his vast experience, he warned his sons with 
these words: 
 

And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not depart from the words of my mouth. Keep 
your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her house, lest you give your 
honor to others and your years to the merciless, lest strangers take their fill of your 
strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, and at the end of your life 
you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, and you say, “How I hated 
discipline, and my heart despised reproof! I did not listen to the voice of my teachers 
or incline my ear to my instructors. I am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled 
congregation.” (Proverbs 5:7-14 ESV)    
 

 Even your parents are too young to know what I am talking about when I mention Silver 
Salutes since they have been outlawed in Minnesota now for many years. Silver Salutes were 
enormous fire crackers that literally were about an eighth to a quarter of a stick of dynamite 
that we kids your age used to play with especially around the fourth of July.  There was a slow 
fuse attached to these sticks, similar to Cherry Bombs, but you probably don’t know what they 
are either (look them up on the internet).  You could light the fuse and it would fizzle and spark 
and slowly work its way up to the gunpowder giving you at least 30 seconds to get as far away 
from that bomb as possible because when it exploded it did great damage. If you held it in your 
hand when it exploded, you would no longer have a hand left to hold anything else after that.  
Often times we would put those Silver Salutes in a stump of a tree and light it, but it wouldn’t go 
off and we were tempted to go back and see if the fuse was still lit. Luckily we weren’t as stupid 
as we looked because had we gone back to actually see if the fuse was still lit or not and we got 
too close we knew that we would lose our eyesight at least if not more had we been so foolish 
as to get too close to the point of origin of the explosion.  It was tempting though I must admit.    
 
 But, compared to the temptation and sin of lust, had we lost our hand to an explosion of 
a silver salute, we would have been better off than the damage that happens to a person if they 
are led astray by sexual temptations.  Here is what Jesus said about the seriousness of sin and 
temptation: 
 

 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, 
but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled 
or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your 
eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. (Matthew 18:7-9 
ESV) 

 
 You are not too young for these warnings. As I write this chapter, the average age for 
exposure to internet pornography (very impure pictures) is between 10 and 11 and according to 
other sources it is getting closer to age 8. I am told that this is no longer a boy problem, but girls 
struggle with this temptation as much now as boys do.  Solomon didn’t have the internet back in 
his day, but he knew all about the temptations that are all around us today and he knew where 
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those temptations lead us.  Nothing has changed.  The woman standing in her doorway in the 
villages of Israel during Solomon’s day with her wicked smile and her finger enticing you to come 
in to her house is the same woman by a different name who is doing the same thing to you 
today on the screen of any computer asking you to click the portal to the next peek. Don’t go 
there.  Solomon and me are telling you to run the opposite direction. Before the age of 
computers, these images could only be found in seedy bookstores in the dingiest sections of 
town.  Good boys knew there was no good reason to venture into those neighborhoods or even 
get close to those stores because once inside, you were trapped. You became addicted, and you 
will always crave more. Today good boys (and girls) know not to travel down the same seedy 
sections of the internet for the very same reasons. 
 
 There was a pastor I knew somewhat well.  He actually pastored the church I did before 
I was its senior pastor in another state.  He moved on to Minnesota and pastored a very large 
church and had a great reputation.  But, one day a church member saw him coming out of a 
video store having rented an X-rated video.  He was caught.  His ministry as a pastor was over 
immediately. His marriage was destroyed and everywhere he went in town he was now known 
as the hypocrite pastor who liked to watch X-rated movies in private. He had spent his whole life 
preparing for the ministry and then performing ministry and it was all gone. In one instance it 
was over.  This is what Solomon is referring to when he says: 
 

“How I hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof! I did not listen to the voice of 
my teachers or incline my ear to my instructors. I am at the brink of utter ruin in the 
assembled congregation.” 
 

 Other men have gotten caught having committed what the Bible calls adultery and the 
cost to them besides losing their reputation is the cost of alimony and child support and the full 
anger and wrath of an offended husband who is so angry they want to do these men physical 
harm and often do.  Again Solomon mentions these things when he says: 

lest you give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, lest strangers take 
their fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, 
 

 Let’s say you never click on a questionable web site and you never looked at a naughty 
magazine. Let’s say none of your friends showed you any naughty pictures they found in their 
dad’s bedroom. Does that mean your heart is pure and not influenced by our culture when it 
comes to girls, or when it comes to boys if you are a girl reading this?  No, you know better.  You 
are being conditioned to think of members of the opposite sex as objects of your pleasure, not 
as people who are to be treated with kindness and care. This is the problem with our society’s 
concept of dating.  The age when people start to “date” is getting lower and lower and believe it 
or not your friends who are just a little older than you are going to start playing the dating game 
soon.  And when they do, they will discover there is nothing fun about this “game” when they 
get dumped for somebody else, especially after they have held hands, or even kissed on the lips.   
 
 Here’s the deal. Society’s idea behind the dating game is to have fun and to check out 
other people to see if they are “right” for you for the purpose of getting married. But, what 
happens when you start going steady?  That means that you and your steady are an item and off 
limits to everyone else right?  Why? Why is she “off limits”? I think the answer would be 
because you have feelings for her, if you are a boy, or him if you are a girl.  What do those 
feelings represent? Why would you be upset if some other boy came along and said “I’m taking 
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your steady to the football game tonight, she’s mine”?  Why does that hurt? It hurts because 
after holding hands which tingled a lot and maybe even a kiss which tingled even more, you and 
she were sharing more than just a moment when your fingers intertwined or your lips touched 
her cheeks. You were sharing your person.  Another way of saying it is, you were sharing your 
hearts.  Your heart and her heart were becoming attached to one another.  The world says that 
when two people touch like that they are just having fun and no harm is done and tomorrow 
they can touch like that with someone else.  You know that’s not true. More is happening than 
just two people’s skin coming into contact with one another. 
 
 So, dating says I can date and go steady for a while, maybe even a long time and when 
we don’t get along we can break up and start dating someone else and do it all over again.  Do 
you know what I call that?  I call it practicing for divorce. Isn’t that what the world says about 
marriage now too?  It’s no different than dating.  Once you get tired and fed up with one mate, 
split up and start with another. 
 
 I like the way Joshua Harris describes this dating process and what is really going on: 
 

“IT WAS FINALLY HERE—Anna’s wedding day, the day she had dreamed about and planned for 
months. The small, picturesque church was crowded with friends and family. Sunlight poured 
through the stained-glass windows, and the gentle music of a string quartet filled the air. Anna 
walked down the aisle toward David. Joy surged within her. This was the moment for which 
she had waited so long. He gently took her hand, and they turned toward the altar. But as the 
minister began to lead Anna and David through their vows, the unthinkable happened. A girl 
stood up in the middle of the congregation, walked quietly to the altar, and took David’s other 
hand. Another girl approached and stood next to the first, followed by another. Soon, a chain 
of six girls stood by him as he repeated his vows to Anna. Anna felt her lip begin to quiver as 
tears welled up in her eyes. “Is this some kind of joke?” she whispered to David. “I’m … I’m 
sorry, Anna,” he said, staring at the floor. “Who are these girls, David? What is going on?” she 
gasped. “They’re girls from my past,” he answered sadly. “Anna, they don’t mean anything to 
me now … but I’ve given part of my heart to each of them.” “I thought your heart was mine,” 
she said. “It is, it is,” he pleaded. “Everything that’s left is yours.” A tear rolled down Anna’s 
cheek. Then she woke up.”1  

 
 This is from Joshua Harris’s book, “I Kissed dating Good-Bye.”  I highly recommend you 
read that book before you think you are ready for dating. I also recommend his other two books 
on this topic, “Boy Meets Girl: Say Hello to Courtship” and “Sex Is Not the Problem (Lust Is): 
Sexual Purity in a Sex Saturated World.” Joshua discovered what exactly we have mentioned 
above, that his dating practices were simply using others for the pleasure he could get out of 
them physically, and he was doing all this long before he was ready for marriage, breaking one 
heart after another.  There’s a better way, the way of courtship. 
 
 There was no such thing in Solomon’s day as dating. It was unheard of. But there was 
courtship and crazy as it sounds, you didn’t even get to choose who you were about to court. 
That decision was made for you by your parents.  We call those marriages, “arranged marriages” 
because back then parents felt they knew best who would make a good partner for life for their 
child, so they chose.  Agree with me right now, would you? Don’t get married until I approve of 

                                                 
1 I Kissed Dating Good-Bye, by Joshua Harris (Kindle edition) page 14 
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your date. That’s the next best thing to arranged marriages.  You think I’m kidding don’t you. 
Boy you don’t know me very well.  
 
 So here’s the deal. Solomon’s sons didn’t date around until they found the girl of their 
dreams.  No, they had to wait until the time was right and their father Solomon said it was time 
to get married. So if they wanted to have fun like the dating rituals of today, guess where they 
had to go to have fun? They went down the street to the “forbidden woman” Solomon speaks of 
in this chapter. Think a little harder about what I just said. If the boys wanted to have fun like 
boys do today when they go out on a date, they had to go to the house of the forbidden woman.  
What does that make girls today who are willing to go out on a date so they can have a little 
fun? It makes them the near equivalent of the forbidden woman in Proverbs 5. 
 
 Boys, if you are reading this, do you want to break five, six, or seven, girls’ hearts? Date 
and go steady, then break up, date and go steady and break up, and do this seven times in a 
row, just like your buddies will do.  Or, you can do it God’s way which is the courtship way. 
 
 Girls, if you are reading this, do you want your hearts broken five, six, or seven times, so 
much so that you get calloused and cynical towards men and don’t trust any including your 
future husband?  Then date, go steady, then get dumped, then date again, go steady, and get 
dumped again seven times in a row.  Doesn’t sound like much fun does it? Why not wait until 
God’s timing when you are ready to get married, and the man whom you feel God has brought 
into your life is also ready to get married and both of you know that and agree to that even 
before you hold each other’s hands. 
 
 Someday you will get married Lord willing.  If you follow this advice and wait for the 
right person, and you and she or you and he, will have only given your hearts to each other and 
no one else, then wonderful things are in store for you. God’s best is for you to be married to 
the love of your life for a long time and he wants you to enjoy the romance part of marriage to 
the fullest.  God’s way of fighting temptations is to offer you something far better than what 
Satan offers you. Here is what the Holy Spirit says through King Solomon: 
 

Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. Should 
your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be 
for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed, 
and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her 
breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. Why 
should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the 
bosom of an adulteress? For a man's ways are before the eyes of the LORD, and 
he ponders all his paths. The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he is held 
fast in the cords of his sin. He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great 
folly he is led astray. (Proverbs 5:15-23 ESV) 
 

 When you are older and feel more comfortable and knowledgeable about these things, 
we can talk more freely about the joy of married love.  As you grow more in your awareness of 
how God made you as a sexual being, meaning how boys are wired and how girls are wired and 
why giving a kiss on the cheek tingles and feels so good the first time it is done with that one 
special person, then we can talk more about what this passage is all about.  But for now, let me 
say this, when you see a couple at church who are in their sixties or seventies and eighties, and 
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you see them holding hands and smiling at each other, know for certain that they are in love 
with each other because they have kept their love, like a fire in a fireplace, in the safe zone of 
happiness called marriage and nowhere else. See that sparkle in their eyes? It’s because the 
husband still sees his wife like she’s a graceful doe, a lovely deer.  Confused? Don’t worry. 
Someday you’ll understand everything I just said. 
 
  
 
 
 


